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ANNUAL  PRESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS 

U.  F.  A.  Convention,  January  17th  to  20th,  1933 


May  I  be  permitted  at  the  rommencement  of  my  address  to  extend  a  verj-  sincere 
welcome  to  the  delegates  and  visitors  attending  this  the  25th  Annual  Convention  of 
the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta.  It  is  apparent  to  the  close  obsei-ver  that  because  of 
the  quick  and  dramatic  changes  in  our  economic  system  more  and  greatei-  respon- 
sil)ility  must  be  assumed  l)y  the  delegates  repiesenting  our  U.F.A.  Locals  at  our 
annual  conventions.  This  greater  responsibility  need  not  cause  any  fear  in  our 
minds  when  we  remember  that  through  the  educational  progress  made  by  our  mem- 
bers we  are  better  equipped  mentally  to  deal  with  the  more  complicated  problems 
with  which  we  aie  faced. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  myappreciation  to  our  Vice-president, 
Mr.  Priestley,  the  Executive  and  the  Head  Office  Staff  for  their  splendid  co-opera- 
tion and  assistance  rendered  during  the  past  year.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  have  had 
the  opportunitj'  of  being  associated  with  them.  I  regret,  however,  to  inform  you 
that  Miss  Bateman,  who  has  been  connected  with  the  organization  for  17  years, 
4  years  as  acting  secretary,  and  G  years  as  secretary-treasurer,  is  seiiously  ill.  Miss 
Bateman's  services  to  the  organization  have  l)een  of  inestimable  value.  I  am  sure 
you  will  join  with  me  in  extending  our  sympathy  to  her  and  in  expressing  the  hope 
that  she  will  soon  recover  her  usual  health. 

Owing  to  the  continued  dejjression  and  the  shortage  of  monev,  it  was  found  im- 
possible to  hold  the  usual  midsummer  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Direstors.  This  was 
unfortunate,  inasmuch  as  great  good  accrues  to  the  organization  through  the  Board 
having  the  opportunity  of  meeting  between  conventions  and  discussing  the  j^roblems 
with  which  we  are  faced.  May  we  hope  that  the  Board  will  be  enabled  to  meet 
during  the  coming  summer. 

The  co-operative  activities  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  have  been  greatly 
extended  during  the  past  yeai-.  The  volume  of  bulk  commodities  handled  by  the- 
association  has  shown  a  gratifying  increase.  Substantial  savings  have  accrued  to 
our  members.  This  is  of  vital  importance  when  we  remember  the  diminishing 
purchasing  power  of  the  farmer.  There  is  no  reason  why  this  service  should  not  be 
extended  to  the  financial  benefit  of  all.  The  co-operative  committee  are  to  be 
congiatulated  upon  their  successful  endeavours. 


The  past  year  has  witnessed  an  awakening  to  a  new  social  consciousness  of  im- 
portant sections  of  the  Canadian  people  who  have  not  in  the  past  taken  an  effective 
piu't  in  the  effort  to  bring  about  changes  of  a  vital  character  in  the  social  organism. 
Through  the  initiative  of  a  group  of  leaders  in  the  educational  field  in  a  numljer  of 
Eastern  universities,  a  non-poHtical  organization  known  as  the  League  for  Social 
Reconstruction  was  formed  early  in  the  year,  and  has  since  established  numerous 
branches,  which  are  growing  in  strength  and  influence,  in  lu-ban  centres  throughout 
the  Dominion.  The  creation  of  the  League  had  an  important  bearing  on  develop- 
ments in  our  own  and  other  organizations.  On  examining  their  program,  we  dis- 
covered that  in  essentials  it  was  similar  to  our  own.  The  ])ul)licaf ion  of  the  I^.S.R. 
program  and  the  remarkable  response  of  large  numbers  of  i)eoj)le  of  the  j^rofessional 
an(l  business  classes  to  the  appeal  for  action  which  it  contained,  convinced  us  that 
the  time  had  come  when  the  farmei-  and  labor  movements  might  reasonably  hope 
to  find  valued  allies  in  the  struggle  to  establish  in  Canada  a  social  system  based 
upon  scientific  planning  in  the  interests  of  the  masses  of  the  people. 

In  view  of  the  above  mentioned  development  and  of  the  past  actions  of  our 
annua!  conventions,  particularly  the  last  two,  in  more  clearlj-  defining  the  objective 
of  our  movement  and  emphasizing  the  need  for  concerted  action  by  various  social 
units  to  attain  the  Co-oi)erative  Commonwealth,  it  w;is  decided  at  the  Edmonton 
conference  again  to  extend  the  offei-  of  co-operation  to  all  such  units.  This  con- 
Conference  was  composed  of  the  U.F.A.  and  U.1'\W.  A.  Executives,  the  members 
of  the  Piovincial  Cabinet,  and  the  U.F.A.  Provincial  and  Fedeial  members.  In 
order  that  these  units  might  have  in  their  possession  a  clear  statement  of  the  main 
objective  of  the  U.F.A.,  the  Conference  issued  a  manifesto.  This  manifesto  was  a 
resume  of  past  decisions  of  our  conventions  upon  major  questions  of  U.F.A.  policy. 

This  offer  of  co-operation  was  accepted  by  various  organizations  in  Eastern  and 
Western  Canada  at  a  conference  held  in  Calgaiy  on  August  1st.  At  this  conference, 
after  very  careful  examination  of  various  proposals,  it  was  finally  decided  that  the 
creation  of  a  national  fedei'ation  of  all  organizations  which  ha\'e  similar  aims  to  our 
own  would  foi'm  the  most  satisfactory  basis  for  co-operation  between  the  member 
organizations.  It  was  made  clear  that  membership  in  this  Federation  must  not  im- 
pair the  integrity  or  autonomy  of  the  units  affiliating.   A  declaration  of  the  objectives 
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of  the  Federation  and  a  pi'ovisional  prop;i-am  were  di'awn  up  and  agreed  to.  It  was 
provided  that  affiliation  should  be  subject  to  ratification  bj'  the  annual  conventions 
of  the  fcundatinn  members  of  the  Federation.  Since  the  conference,  lai-ge  numbers 
of  citizens  unaffiliated  with  the  Farmer  and  Labor  movements,  have  been  organizing 
their  forces  with  view  to  applying  for  membership.  The  final  decision  in  this 
matter  in  so  far  as  the  U.F.A.  is  concerned,  rests  with  this  convention.  The  whole 
hearted  r.3sponse  of  the  masses  of  the  Canadian  people  has  far  exceeded  the  expecta- 
tions of  those  who  sponsored  the  Federation  and  may  well  form  a  landmark  in 
Canadian  historj'. 


The  outstanding  feature  in  Provincial  affairs  has  been  the  continued  shrinkage 
in  government  revenues.  It  was  hoped  that  with  the  new  taxes  levied,  the  budget 
would  be  balanced  and  the  present  services  rendered  by  the  Government  to  the 
people  would  be  continued.  The  real  reason  for  the  reduction  of  Government 
revenues  is  the  steadily  decreasing  amount  of  purchasing  power  circulating  amongst 
the  people.  The  stream  of  purchasing  power  from  which  governments  draw  revenue 
is  gradually  drying  up.  This  is  a  result  of  the  working  out  of  the  present  economic 
system.  Governments,  whether  Federal,  Provincial  or  Municipal,  and  irrespective 
of  their  political  complexion — Conservative,  Liberal  or  Farmer — find  themselves 
in  the  same  dilemma.  All  are  faced  by  shrinking  revenues,  unbalanced  budgets,  and 
the  necessity  of  selling  bonds  in  order  to  secure  funds  to  make  up  the  deficits.  Private 
interests  are  able  to  leduce  overhead  by  reducing  salaries,  wages,  and  dismissing 
employees,  but  in  doing  the  latter  they  force  upon  Governments  a  greater  burden. 
Where  Governments  are  reasonabl}'  economical  in  their  expenditures,  it  is  futile  to 
indulge  in  carping  criticism  because  of  their  inability  to  balance  their  budgets  or  to 
continue  to  give  the  same  services  as  they  gave  when  revenues  were  l)uoyant;  but 
rather  should  an  analysis  be  made  of  the  economic  system  in  order  that  we  may 
more  clearly  understand  the  processes  that  produce  these  i-esults.  Provincial 
governments  have  very  limited  powers  under  the  Biitish  North  America  Act.  Be- 
cause of  the  limitation  of  these  powers.  Provincial  governments  are  incapable  of 
dealing  with  the  forces  responsible  for  the  present  conditions.  Until  such  time 
as  the  Federal  Parliament  passes  the  necessary  legislation  to  improve  economic 
conditions,  we  may  expect  a  continued  decrease  in  Provincial  revenues,  which  in  the 
ultimate  means  reduced  services. 


The  downward  trend  in  the  economic  life  of  Canada  has  continued  during  the 
past  year,  with  increasing  unemployment  and  distress.  Large  numbers  of  citizens 
who  had  never  in  the  past  experienced  hardship  have  been  reduced  to  the  verge  of 
want.  Under  the  present  economic  system,  the  figures  relating  to  imports  and  ex- 
ports form  an  index  to  the  trend  of  the  country's  business.  Continued  heavy  shrink- 
age has  characterized  the  past  year.  The  Imperial  Economic  Conference,  which 
the  public  was  led  to  expect  would  set  in  motion  favorable  trade  winds,  has  failed  to 
raise  even  an  encouraging  ripple  on  the  surface  of  the  stagnant  sea  of  business 
despondency.  So  far  as  Canada  is  concerned,  no  results  of  real  value  can  be  expected 
so  long  as  the  Dominion  Government  continues  to  prevent  any  movement  of  Canad- 
ian exchange  towards  parity  with  the  currencies  of  other  countries  whose  markets 
for  export  products  are  the  same  as  ours.  In  this  direction,  however,  the  Govern- 
ment has  shown  no  signs  of  taking  action.  Within  recent  weeks,  high  hopes  were 
raised  that  it  might  be  possible  to  obtain  a  market  for  a  substantial  part  of  the 
surplus  of  our  agricultural  products  through  barter.  By  this  means,  a  market  had  in 
fact  been  secured  for  substantial  quantities  of  a  non-agricultural  product,  viz. 
aluminum.  The  expectation  that  agriculture  might  be  enabled  to  find  a  market 
for  its  ]3roducts  in  a  similar  manner  unfortunately  failed  of  realization. 

The  recent  sessions  of  Parliament  have  been  singularly  sterile  of  legislation 
calculated  to  deal  effectively  with  the  economic  problem.  There  has  been  no  evidence 
that  the  Federal  Government  realize  the  nature  of  the  problem.  There  is  abundant 
evidence,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  Government  of  Canada  find  themselves 
utterly  baffled  by  the  present  economic  situation.  Though  they  have  no  policy  to 
offer  to  cope  with  the  present  problem,  we  may  be  permitted  to  admire  the  patience 
and  fortitude  which  they  display  in  the  midst  of  the  country's  increasing  economic 
chaos,  and  the  hopeful  spirit  in  which  they  continue  from  month  to  month  to  wait 
for  "something  to  turn  up." 


Since  the  termination  of  the  world  war,  a  succession  of  international  conferences 
have  been  held  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  ititernational  political  and  world 
problems.  For  a  time  those  in  control  of  our  financial  and  industrial  system  enter- 
tained high  hopes  that  these  conferences  would  point  the  way  to  economic  recovery. 
Gradually,  however,  as  conference  succeeded  conference  leaving  a  record  of  futility 
and  failure,  these  hopes  have  receded,  until  a  few  months  ago,' Mr.  Montagu  Nor- 
man, the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  who' through  thejyears  has  valiantly 
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fought  for  the  continuntion  of  the  oxi^tinu;  system,  confessed  in  "humOity  and 
ignorance"  tliat  he  could  "see  no  clear  lislit  at  the  end  of  the  tunnel." 

The  direction  in  which  the  nations  are  di'ifting  is  perhaps  most  cleaily  indicated 
by  a  comparison  of  the  trends  in  values  of  the  bonds  and  shares  of  business  enter- 
prises engaged  in  the  production  of  goods  necessary  to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
the  masses,  with  the  values  of  bonds  and  shares  of  armament  firms.  The  trend  of  the 
foi-mer  has  been  downward  and  that  of  the  latter,  upward.  The  comparison  is  elo- 
quent of  the  growing  jieril  of  war,  vastly  more  significant  than  the  verbal  tributes 
paid  by  statesmen  to  the  ideals  of  peace.  In  the  Orient,  unofficial  war  proceeds 
without  let  or  hindrance,  while  the  League  established  at  Geneva  for  the  pui-pose 
of  insuring  international  peace  remains  imi)otent,  the  economic  rivaliies  between 
the  powers  which  control  it  making  concerted  action  in  the  interests  of  peace  a]ipar- 
ently  impossible.  In  the  face  of  these  grave  portents,  it  would  be  a  betrayal  of  the 
real  interests  of  mankind  to  encoiu-age  a  feeling  of  security  and  build  false  hopes 
upon  the  practicability  of  establishing  lasting  peace  upon  the  economic  and  financial 
-foimdations  of  the  existing  social  order.  At  last  it  is  being  recognized  that  mere 
pacifistic  sentiment  is  no  substitute  for  hard  thinking.  In  increasing  numbers,  the 
people  are  realizing  that,  the  causes  of  war  being  economic,  nothing  short  of  economic 
reconstruction  upon  new  foundations  can  establish  permanent  peace. 

During  the  past  year,  an  international  conference  was  held  at  Lausanne  to 
discuss  war  reparations,  and  certain  important  decisions  were  arrived  at.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  the  changed  attitude  of  the  statesmen  representing  the  victorious 
allied  powers,  as  compared  with  their  attitude  in  the  years  immediately  following 
the  war.  At  last  there  is  a  frank  recognition  of  the  impossibility  of  paying  repara- 
tions under  the  existing  economic  system,  as  the  following  statistics  of  German 
reparations  taken  from  the  New  York  Nation  of  July  20th,  1932,  demonstrate: 


"Original  figure  proposed  bv  allied  statesmen  $125,000,000,000 

"Proposed  at  Allied  Conference,  Boulogne,  June,  1920    64.000,000,000 

"Reparations  Commissions'  Figure,  April,  1921    31,680,000,000 

"Dawes'  Plan,  arranged  scale  of  annual  payments,  but  set  no 
total. 

"Young  Plan   8,800,000,000 

"Final  Agreement   750,000,000 


"NOTE. — Final  Agreement  is  less  than  two  annual  Young  Plan  instal- 
ments.   Moreover  no  pajTnents  are  to  begin  on  these  bonds  for  at  least  three 
years  and  then  only  if  the  state  of  German  credit  permits  sale;  they  are  to  bear 
interest  at  5  per  cent  and  to  be  amortised  at  the  rate  of  1  per  cent  per  year. 
This  will  mean  an  annual  payment  of  $45,000,000  per  year." 
The  equal  impossibility  of  paying  war  debts  contracted  between  the  Allied  and 
Associated  powers  has  also  become  clear.    What  is,  however,  of  greater  importance 
to  the  world  today,  is  the  vast  burden  of  Governmental  and  private  debts  accumu- 
lated for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  Governments  and  in  the  normal  operations  neces- 
sary to  the  production  and  distribution  of  goods  and  services. 

A  Debt  Creating  System 

f  An  analysis  of  debt  creation  is  essential  to  the  proper  understanding  of  the 
wirole  economic  and  social  problem.  The  present  system  is  a  debt  creating  system. 
Without  the  creation  of  deljt  the  .system  cannot  function.  The  greater  the  volume 
of  production  in  relation  to  the  labor  power  employed,  the  more  rapidly  indebtedness 
increases.  In  the  present  period  of  advanced  mechanized  production,  therefore, 
debt  mounts  at  an  unprecedented  rate.  But  while  debt  creation  is  essential  to  the 
expansion  of  industry,  the  very  fact  of  its  creation  leads  in  the  course  of  time  to  in- 
dustrial and  commercial  breakdown.  This  is  the  central  paradox  of  the  prevailing 
system.    An  understantling  of  its  nature  is  essential  to  the  devising  of  a  remedy. 

There  is  never  sufficient  purchasing  power  distributed  in  the  processes  of  pro- 
duction to  enable  consumers  to  buy  the  total  product.  Purchasing  power,  there- 
fore, must  be  provided  in  some  other  manner.  The  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  pro- 
vided is  by  means  of  credit,  or  in  other  words,  by  the  means  of  debt  creation/}  Re- 
payment of  debt  is  only  possible  by  the  use  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  goods  and 
services.  While  it  is  possible  for  an  individual  debtor  to  get  out  of  debt,  this  can 
only  be  done  on  the  condition  that  some  other  individual  or  individuals  go  into  debt 
to  an  equal  amount.  It  is  true  that  a  creditor  class  possessed  of  large  reserves  of 
purchasing  power  is  built  up  under  this  system;  but  this  class,  being  numerically 
small,  is  unable  to  consume  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  total  production  to  enable 
the  debtor  clauses  to  obtain  through  the  sale  of  goods  and  services  the  purchasing 
power  they  need  to  permit  them  to  discharge  their  indebtedness  in  full.  Hence  the 
increasing  accumulation  of  debts  that  cannot  be  paid.  This  applies  to  individuals, 
business  firms  and  to  Governments.  There  can  be  no  prosperity  without  the  accum- 
ulation of  debt.  The  greater  the  so-called  prosperity,  the  more  rapid  is  this  accum- 
ulation. In  the  period  which  ended  in  the  fall  of  1929,  the  growth  of  indebtedness 
was  greater  than  in  any  similar  period  in  history,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the 
war  years. 
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Agriculture 

Debt  constitutes  the  most  important  pioi)lem  of  agriculture.  We  are  at  this 
moment  making  a  futile  effort  to  discharge  in  a  period  of  unprecedentedly  low  prices 
the  debts  accumulated  during  a  period  of  so-called  prosperity.  It  can't  be  done. 
In  fact,  while  endeavoring  to  discharge  old  debts,  we  are  adding  to  these  debts  through 
unpaid  taxes  and  interest  charges.  The  situation  is  now  so  serious  that  the  necessity 
for  a  drastic  writing  down  of  indebtedness  has  become  obvious  even  to  the  more 
intelligent  representatives  of  the  creditor  interests. 

There  has  arisen  a  persistent  demand  for  legislation  to  protect  the  farm  home. 
The  enactment  of  such  legislation  is  imperative  unless  we  are  to  witness  the  tragic 
spectacle  of  large  numbers  of  farmers  being  ejected  from  the  homes  which  they  have 
spent  the  best  part  of  their  lives  in  building  up.  Such  legislation,  after  its  passing, 
will  doubtless  remain  in  effect  only  for  the  period  of  the  depression;  and  if  there 
should  be  a  temporary  return  to  relative  prosperity — a  return  of  which  we  have 
no  assurance — and  this  protective  legislation  be  withdrawn,  the  farmer  will  be  faced 
with  a  situation  even  more  serious  than  the  one  from  which  he  is  now  endeavoring 
to  escape.  The  outcome  will  be  the  loss  by  large  number  of  farmers  of  their  equities 
in  their  farms  and  homes. 

There  is  every  reason  to  e.xpect  that  we  shall  pass  through  a  similar  experience 
to  that  which  the  farmers  of  older  settled  regions  in  the  United  States  and  elsewhere 
have  passed  through  already — that  we  shall  witness  the  rapid  growth  of  a  tenant 
class  whose  tenancy  is  eternally  insecure  and  who  are  compelled  to  struggle  for  a 
bare  subsistence  while  endeavoring  to  meet  the  exactions  of  the  new  owner  class 
which  their  bankruptcy  has  brought  into  being.  Insecurity  of  tenure  is  chronic 
under  the  present  system  of  so-called  private  ownership.  Actually,  the  ei  a  of  private 
ownership  has  passed. It  is  true  there  remain  in  our  country  islands  of  comparative 
security  in  an  ocean  of  agricultui'al  insolvency,  but  even  those  who  have  managed 
to  keep  above  the  water  are  beginning  to  realize  that  the  sea  that  has  engulfed  so 
many  of  their  fellow  farmers  will  probably  sooner  of  later  engulf  them  too.  The 
pathetic  belief  that  it  is  possible  to  return  to  greater  security  of  private  ownership 
of  the  farm  home  seems  likely  at  no  distant  date  to  be  exploded.  There  can  be  no 
enduring  private  ownership  under  a  debt  creating  system.  Private  ownership  is 
being  superseded  by  capitalist  ownership.  Will  capitalist  ownership  satisfy  the 
agricultural  classes?  If  not,  what  alternative  will  be  satisfactory? 

The  Organization 

During  the  period  of  unparalleled  haidship  through  which  the  faim  people 
have  passed  since  our  last  convention,  theie  has  been  a  decline  in  the  numbers  who 
have  paid  their  dues  to  the  association.  This  falling  off,  I  am  satisfied,  in  not  to 
be  taken  as  an  indication  of  any  weakening  in  the  adherence  of  the  farmei-s  to  the 
principles  of  collective  action  which  they  have  upheld  through  theii'  association 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there  never 
has  been  a  time  in  the  history  of  our  movement  when  the  farm  j^eople  i-ealized  as 
fully  as  they  do  today  the  imperative  necessity  for  union  of  their  foices  as  a  means 
to  economic  and  social  emancipation.  There  have  been  many  evidences  that  the 
action  taken  at  the  .lune  and  August  conferences  has  revived  hope  and  stimulated 
the  desire  for  action  in  many  rural  commimites. 

I  should  like  at  this  time  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  our  Junior  branch  and 
the  necessity  of  continuing  to  develop  a  thorough  understanding  of  the  aims  and 
ideals  of  our  movement  among  the  fai  m  young  people. 

In  surveying  the  events  of  the  past  year  and  desciibing  the  woi'king  out  of  the 
economic  and  social  forces,  I  have  presented  a  pictui'e  of  the  realities  of  the  situa- 
tion. Immediate  economic  pi'ospects  are  not  bright;  on  the  other  hand,  in  mv 
judgment,  there  never  has  been  a  pei-iod  in  history  when  the  possibility  for  lapicl 
progress  towai'd  an  equitable  .social  order  was  .so  great  as  it  is  today.  The  old  order 
is  changing.  We  are  confronted  by  an  opportunity  such  as  no  previous  generation 
has  known.  If  we  will,  we  can  control  the  processes  of  change  and  so  diiect  them  to 
constructive  and  beneficent  ends.  The  problem  of  production  has  been  solved. 
There  is  ample  evidence  of  abundance.  We  can  supply  ourselves  with  almost  un- 
limited quantities  of  the  goods  and  services  necessary  to  a  high  .standai-d  of  living. 

Our  present  difficultie.s  arise  from  the  fact  that  while  our  pi-oductive  capacity 
has  been  advancing  in  efficiency  at  a  j-apidly  inci-easing  rate,  efficiency  in  distribution 
is  impossible  under  the  present  economic  system.  Social  planning  must  be  under- 
taken in  order  that  there  may  be  an  uninterrupted  flow  of  goods  antl  services  to  meet 
the  needs  of  oiu-  people.  The  incessant  struggle  to  obtain  the  bai-e  necessities  of 
life  leaves  neither  time  nor  o|)portunity  for  self  development.  The  solution  of  our 
economic  problem  will  pave  the  way  to  a  new  order  of  society  in  which  the  highest 
human  values  will  be  able  to  find  the  fullest  expression.  To  solve  that  |)roblem  is  the 
major  task  before  us. 

ROBERT  GARDINER, 

Preside)!  I. 
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iQnce  again  it  is  my  privilege  to  bring  to  you  greetings  from  the  Women's  S 
tion,  -yvith  best  wishes  for  a  sane  and  constructive  discussion  of  the  many  resolutic 
dealing  with  the  p'ight  of  agriculture,  and  humanity  in  general;  bringing  greater  clar 
of  thought  and  a  renewed  faith  in  the  principles  of  co-operation  and  equity  which  we 
proudly  share. 

We  meet  today  in  a  time  of  extreme  harship  and  anxiety.    Despite  a  bounti 
harvest,  the  extremely  low  price  level  of  all  farm  commodities  has  made  it  impossi 
for  the  farmer  to  pay  operating  costs,  maintenance  and  taxes,  to  say  nothing  of 
fixed  interest  charges  upon  debts  incurred  when  the  price  of  his  produce  \>as  four 
ficetimes  hipiher  than  its  present  level. 

Today  agriculture  is  not  only  facing  bankruptcv,  it  is  being  pressed  closer  ; 
closer  to  the  border  line.    Many  farmers  have  lost  their  equity  in  their  homes 
though  they  have  practiced  the  most  rigid  economy  since  1929.    Representation  at  t|liiii 
Convention  even  has  been  possible  on'y  through  a  very  real  sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
membership  in  the  Locals  represented.    That  they  have  been  willing  to  make  si 
sacrifice  is  the  most  hopeful  sign  of  an  improvement  in  social  conditions. 

;The  injustice  from  which' a  large  proportion  of  the  people  are  suffering  todaj 
due  primarily  to  the  control  and  manipulation  of  credit  and  finance  for  private  proit"'!''' 
which  would  have  been  impossible  except  for  the  political  and  soc'al  lethargy  of  f"' 
people  themselves.  This  injustice  will  not  be  corrected  by  the  beneficiaries  of  t 
special  privilege  until  an  aroused  public  opinion  demands  nationalization  of  social  snjwai 
vices  which  are  vital  to  the  welfare  of  humanity  as  a  whole.  ,  uncial 

ki 

VITAL  NEED  FOR  SOCIAL  CHANGE 

tctie 

Day  by  day  increasing  numbers  of  Canadians  are  being  brought  to  the  realizat  m 
of  the  need  for  change  in  our  social  system.  The  outrageous  misfortune  of  hundr  rs. 
of  thousands  of  people  pondemned  to  poverty,  denied  even  an  opportunity  of  earn 
an  honest  livelihood  in  a  land  abounding  in  natural  wealth  is  seen  to  be,  not  the  wc frld,  si 
ing  out  of  a  b  ind  fate,  but  the  failure  of  orthodox  statesmanship  to  keep  pace  w 
changing  conditions.  In  the  words  of  Angus  Maclnnus,  M.P.,  from  B.C.:  "'The  C; 
talist  World  today  is  like  a  ship  at  sea  with  the  captain  and  crew  waiting  for  a  favors 
wind  to  blow  them  into  port  while  engines  and  fuel  are  in  the  hold  waiting  to  'be  ust 

In  a  world  in  which  civilization  is  almost  aghast  at  the  marvellous  achievem|iitii , 
and  potentialities  of  science,  does  it  not  seem  economically  unsound  that  when  it  coi 
to  providing  the  necessities  of  life  to  humanity,  not  to  mention  comforts  and  luxur 
science  is  thrown  into  the  discard?  Instead  of  the  machine  age  liberating  mankind  fr 
toil,  it  is  enslaving  it  to  the  haunting  fear  of  displacement  with  all  the  consequiK 
uncertainty  of  helpless  dependence  on  society.  Efficiency  in  production  has  advan 
with  increasing  speed  since  the  turn  of  the  twentieth  century;  so  fast,  in  fact,  ha 
increased  even  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  depression,  that  Technocracy  e 
mated  that,  even  if  the  so-called  prosperity  levels  of  1929  could  be  restored,  not  m 
than  half  of  the  twelve  or  thirteen  millions  unemployed  in  the  United  States  cc 
again  hope  to  find  work. 

In  an  article  written  for  "The  New  Outlook"  Wayne  W.  Parish  infcrnis  us  tfsiic ; 
"with  what  is  known  of  the  application  of  technology,  the  adult  population  of 
ITnited  States  wou'd  have  to  work  only  four  hours  a  day  four  days  a  week"  to  suf 
that  country  with  all  its  material  needs.    If  this  is  true,  it  clearly  shows  that  leisur 
being  forced  upon  humanity,  almost  it  would  seem  against  our  will;  -or  against 
present  method  of  an  ignorantly  obstructionist  policy  of  false  economy;  curtai 
services,  reducing  salaries  and  cutting  wages,  thereby  cutting  down  the  possible  c 
sumi)tion  of  humanity;  this  has  been  termed  cutting  our  "coat  according  to  our  clofci' 
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'ely  this  is  a  tragic  anomaly  of  modefrt  civi'izatlon.  We  have  a  superl)undance  of 
th,  more  than  enough  to  make  all  the  coats  we  need;  yet  because  our  tailor  is  allowed 
use  only  a  "gold  yardstick"  which  he  does  not  possess  and  cannot  borrow,  and  as 
s  considered  a  crime  against  "sound  tailoring''  to  use  any  other  yardstick,  he  must 
'pse  his  shop>  keep  his  shelves  full  to  overflowing  of  uncut  cloth,  and  see  his  family 
^  k  the  necessities  of  life,  because  there  exists  a  shortage  of  "gold  yardsticks." 

As  John  Maynard  Keynes,  an  eminent  economist,  has  said:  "If  we  carry  economy 
every  kind  to  its  logical  conclusion,  we  shall  find  that  we  have  balanced  the  budget 
lought  on  both  sides,  with  all  of  us  flat  on  our  backs,  starving  to  death  from  a  refn- 
,  for  reasons  of  economy,  to  buy  one  another's  se>rvices."    Is  it  any  wonder  that  there 
5iin  increasing  demand  from  i'linking  people  for  a  planned  system  of  economy  that 
tjj.ll  serve  to  regulate  the  whole  production,  distribution  and  exchange  of  goods  and 
jpvices  with  the  primary  aim  of  supplying  human  needs  rather  than  the  making  of 
j.jiits?    Surely  this  wou'd  be  a  more  sensible  way  than  the  unsystematic  method  we 
at  present;  which  results  in  huge  profits  to  some,  great  losses  to  others,  an  over- 
ijl'Ply  of  commodities  in  some  places  and  a  shortage  of  others  where  they  are  needed. 

■iil  Production  and  consumption  (or  distribution)  are  inter-dependeht I  and  just  as 
foduction  must  precede  consumption,  so  also  must  consumption  precede  further  pro- 
iiir;tion. 

SUBSERVIENCE  TO  FINANCE 

'  a 

ev:  It  cannot  be  disputed  that  in  the  present  economic  system,  production  and  dis- 
iifbution  are  subservient  to  finance.  The  fact  that  fmancial  arrangements  do  not  per- 
if|[,  is  generally  accepted  as  sufficient  reason  why  work  is  not  done  or  guods  distri- 

sited.  It  does  not  matter  how  urgent  may  be  the  need  for  that  work,  how  much  platit 
1  equipment  stand  id.e,  or  how  large  an  army  of  unemployed  clamor  for  work;  the 
iavil  decision  rests  with  finance,  and  the  first  question  that  is  asked  and  must  be  an- 
rofered  before  production  or  distribution  takes  place  is:  Where  is  the  money  to  come 
:tiim-- 

it  When  munitions,  equipment  and  stjldiers  were  needed  to  win  the  war,  the  ques- 
lisn  was  not  asked"  Where  is  the  money  to  come  from?"    It  wasi  created,  "because 

mcial  policy  was  forced  tO'  give  way  to  Xationa'  Necessity.    Today  we  are  in  the 

1st  of  a  period  of  National  Necessity  equal  to  that  of  the  great  war     Financial  pol- 
should  again  give  way  to  National  Necessity!    The  burden  of  indebtedness  and  the 

ctre  of  want  and  harrowing  uncertainty,  because  of  unemployment  should  be  rc- 
iatiived  from  the  shoulders  of  the  great  mass  of  primary  producers  and  industrial  wor- 
.drifs.  Money  (or  national  credit  transferable  by  check)  the  circulating  medium  of  ex- 
■'nimge  for  approximately  969'  of  all  business  transactions  in  the  modern  busines? 
iwrld,  should  be  issued  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  goods  and  services  that  require 
:  wtribution  in  order  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  people. 

True,  Premier  Bennett  has  stated  that  he  stands  for  "sound"  money;  that  the 

ney  of  Canada  must  be  backed  by  the  security  of  gold.  Yet  Winston  Cjiurchill, 
^''o,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  a  British  Conservative  administration  sanc- 
emned  a  return  of  the  gold  standard  some  years  ago  has  admitted  that  he  did  it  at  the 
coniest  of  the  bankers,  who  were  wrong.  He  is  quoted  in  the  London  Daily  Herald  of 
Minie  16th,  1932,  as  stating  in  one  of  his  speeches:  "Gold  is  the  cause  which  has  stilled 
Mr'  traffic  of  our  railways,  put  out  the  blast  furnaces,  quenched  enterprise,  thrown  mil- 
ims  out  of  employment  in  every  land;  —  sabotaged  every  form  of  human  effcirt  and 
ini|)reciated  every  service  we  can  render  one  another."  John  Maynard  Keynes  writes 
iai"The  World's  Economic  Crisis"  that  in  his  judgment  the  abandonment  of  the  gold 
jendard  by  Great  Brita-'n  has  been  a  most  blessed  event,  charged  with  beneficient 
:  u  nificance  over  a  wide  field;  and  Sir  Basil  Blackett,  K.B.E.,  K.C.S.I.,  Director  of  the 
;onk  of  England,  is  quoted  as  follows:  "In  view  of  what  we  have  done  with  currency 

1  what  currency  has  done  with  us  in  the  last  twenty  years,  we  are  all  of  us  fit  for  the 
!;t*tic  asylum.  If  many  ctwrency  experts  go  mad,  it  is  the  natural  result  of  their 
f  ning  face  to  face  with  the  insanity  of  the  monetary  systems  with  which  man  has 
•uptured  himself  ever  since  he  passed  from  barter  to  money.  Money  was  meant  to  be 
■iircard  stick  with  which  to  measure  the  value  to  be  put  on  commodities  and  services  in 
:;;t  )ce&s  of  being  exchanged  for  each  other,  but  throughout  the  ages  man  has  never  been 
r;ai!  e  to  devise  a  monetary  yard  stick  which  did  not  at  one  time  measure  an  inch  and 
'>  c  another  a  hundred  or  more  inches."  Professor  Edwin  Cannan,  another  economist, 
loiributes  financial  errors  of  both  past  and  present  to  "the  gold  mentality."  "Theory 

1  practice  both  teach,"  he  states  "that  the  long  run  value  of  paper  currency  depends 
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not  on  budgets,  balance  of  trade,  npr- on  exchange  speculation,  but  on  their  inter 
purchasing  power,  which  can  be  regulated  as  easily  as,  or  rather  more  easily  than,  t 
of  any  other  monopolized  commodity." 

COST  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  "GOLD  MENTALITY" 

Now  let  us  examine  what  the  "gold  mentality"  of  our  Federal  Government 
cost  Canadian  Agriculture  and  the  Canadian  People  as  a  whole.  At  the  present  ti 
the  only  large  wheat  exporting  countries  remaining  on  the  gold  standard  are  the  Uni 
States  and  Canada,  all  others  having  allowed  their  currency  to  depreciate  to  a  pai 
with  the  British  pound  sterling  or  lower.  Two  years  ago  Australia  went  off  the  g 
standard,    In  view  of  this  fact,  the  following  statistics  are  significant: 

July,  1931  —  carry-over,  Argentine    nil 
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Australia    17,000.000  Bushels  Itkm 


Canada    134,000,000 


ideil : 


United  States    334,000,000       "  !  ik  I 


Total  carry-over.  United  States,  1932    379,000,000  bushels 

Total  carry-over,  Canada,  1932    131,000,000 


TOTAL   510,000,000 

out  of  a  total  carry-over  in  the  world  of  approximately  600,000,000  bushels. 

Thus  85%  of  the  total  world  carry-over  in  1932  was  in  Canada  and  United  Sta 
Canada's  new  crop,  according  to  the  revised  figures,  is  411,000,000  bushels,  which, 
eluding  carry-over  from  the  last  crop  of  131,000,000  bushels  gives  her  a  total 
542,000,000  bushels  to  market  before  another  crop;  and  we  are  told  we  must  remain 
a  gold  standard  while  our  major  competitors,  enjoying  the  benefits  of  a  deprecia 
currency,  have  disposed  of  their  surplus  wheat  and  are  now  ready  to  market  anot 
crop.. 

According  to  Japanese  customs  returns  on  sales  of  wheat  to  Japan  fronr  192f 
1932  inclusive,  we  learn  the  following  facts: 

1 


Canada  supplied  Japan   35%      36%      51%-      54%      36%      22%  1 


1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

35% 

36% 

51%- 

54% 

36% 

22% 

27% 

33% 

22% 

l9Vo 

42% 

7% 

36% 

25% 

12% 

l9% 

21% 

71% 

2% 

6% 

15% 

8% 

.  1% 

Other  Countries  supplied  Japan  -- 

Thus  we  see  that,  mainly  because  of  her  depreciated  currency  during  the 
two  years,  Australia  has  not  only  practically  eliminated  the  United  States  from 
Japanese  market  but  has  also  been  able  to  reduce  the  export  of  Canadian  wheat 
Japan  to  the  very  minimum. 

Again,  according  to  the  Sanford  Evans  Statistical  Agency,  the  direct  imports 
Great  Britain  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1931,  were  119,374,471  bushels 
which  Canada  only  supplied  20%,  where  she  used  to  supply  40%  of  British  import: 
wheat.  . 

CANADIAN  FARMER'S  HANDICAP 

A  striking    examp'e  of  the  handican  suffered  by  the  Canadian  farmer  as  aga 
the  Australian  farmer,  both  selling  largely  fur  export,  is  afforded  in  the  difference 
terms  of  dorriestic  currency  in  the  value  of  the  British  pound.    At  a  time  when 
British  pound  was  worth  in  Canadian  money  only  $3.85,  in  Australian  currency  it 
worth  over  $6.00.    Add  to  this  advantasre  the  the  nine  cents  per  bushel  bonus  which 
Australian  farmers  have  enjoyed  in  marketinc-  their  last  crop,  and  it  can  readily  be  ; 
that  the  present  stabilization  policy  of  the  Dominion  Government,  together  with 
six  cents  preference  which  was  secured  for  Canada  by  the  Imperial  Conference 
which  Australia  also  enjoys,  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  Canadian  Agri 
ture.    As  was  said  by  .Mfred  Speakman,  M.P.,  at  Ottawa  during  the  recent  ses 
when  the  grave  condition  of  Canadian  Agriculture  was  under  discussion:  "The  fact 
this  condition  cannot  be  perpetrated  cr  continued  for  any  length  of  time  without  br 
ing  bankruptcy  and  ruin  upon  not  only  farming  but  the  nation  itself,  is  enually 
vious.    The  man  who  looks  upon  the  possible  ruin  of  the  agricultural  industry 
considers  it  as  being  of  no  concern  to  himself  is  as  stupidly  unintelligent  as  the  ' 
who  happens  to  be  comfortably  ensconced  in  the  top  storey  of  a  great  skyscraper, 
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■flcing  down  upon  its  crumbling  foundations,  pities  the  poor  chap  in  the  bottom  storey, 
•  didoes  not  perceive  his  own  peril." 

The  harvesting  of  a  crop  means  employment  for  thousands  of  peop'e,  additional 
Iness  for  banks,  machine  comoanies,  binder  twine  factories,  stores,  shops  and  lum- 
icompanies;  while  with  the  niarketing  of  the  crop  the  wheels  of  industry  are  speeded 
.,all  along  the  line  of  traffic;  elevator  companies,  trucks,  railways,  river  and  lake 
■  mers,  ocean  carriers,  insvrance  companies  and  shipping  firms  and  the  vast  number 
•'■xtra  employees  are  directly  benefited  and  the  nation  as  a  whole  is  made  happie4- 
he  revival  of  business  and  the  consequent  circulation  of  additional  purchasing  power, 
g,     Realizing  how  the  we'fare  of  the  bulk  of  Canadian  people  is  dependent  on  the 
tinuatinn  of  Agriculture,  the  Women's  Section  find  it  rather  difficult  to  understand 
'  the  Federal  Government  has  not  taken  steps  to  depreciate  our  currency  and  so 
:e  Canadian  Agriculture  on  an  equality  with  the  currencies  of  its  chief  competit'irs 
he  markets  of  the  world.    We  are  told  that  Canada's  interest  payments  on  her 
ded  indebtedness  held  in  the  United  States  are  so  large  that  we  could  not  meet  them 
le  Canadian  dollar  went  to  a  heavy  discount  in  New  Yo.rk.    Yet,  in  the  October 
e  of  ''The  U.F.A."  Mr.  Coote,  M.P.,  writes  that  Austra  ia's  bonded  debt  payable  in 
idon  was  larger  than  our  bonded  debt  payable  in  the  United  States,  and  yet  Aus- 
ia  has  not  defau'ted  on  any  of  her  bonds.    The  British  Government  had  hundreds 
nillions  due  in  the  United  States  and  France  in  1932,  all  of  which  debt  was  pairl, 
:h  of  it  before  it  was  due. 

If  Canadian  Agriculture  is  to  survive,  the  price  level  of  farm  commodities  must 
,  raised  in  comparison  with  price  levels  of  other  commodities.    The  most  effective 
hod  by  which  to  accomplish  this  is  by  depreciation  of  Canadian  currency  to  an 
'i  roximate  level  with  those  of  the  nati'-ns  with  whom  we  compete  in  the  production 
?    sale  of  agricultural  products  and  of  those  countries  where  most  of  our  farm  pro- 
'?  e  is  sold,  such  a?  Great  Britain  and  continental  Europe.    Unless  the  price  level  of 
"n  products  is  improved,  tax  collections  by  Municipal,  Provincial  and  Federal  Goy- 
'"me"hts  will  steadily  decline,  trade  both  internal  and  external  will  continue  to  fall, 
mployment  will  continue  to  increase  and  bankruptcy  will  be  forced  upon  private 
^well  as  public  corporations.    It  is  absolutely  necessary,   therefore,  not   only  to 
•iculture  but  to  the  nation  as  a  whole,  that  the  basic  industry  of  Canada  be  safe- 
^rded..    The  only  way  this  will  be  brought  about  is  by  the  force  of  an  amused  public 
Inion.    The  public  opinion  of  those  resisting  this  reform  is  already  powerful  and 
anized.    The  farmers  will  have  to  organize  public  opinion  to  combat  the  propa- 
!  da  of  radio  and  press  as  directed  by  the  financial,  interests. 

I  make  no  apology  for  this  lengthy  discourse  on  economic  conditions,  for  as 
^  |3e  matters  affect  every  rural  home  they  thereby  become  of  vital  concern  to  the 
imgn's  Section. 

at  IN  THE  POLITICAL  FIELD 

•  i     Since  laft  Convention  some  of  the  membership  of  the  U.F.A.  have  been  called 
|.  >n  to  contest  two  by-elections,  one  in  the  Federal  Constituency  of  Athabasca  and 
ip  the  Provincial  Riding  of  Camrose.    In  the  former  campaign,  the  U.F.A.  forces 
■■tej  with  a  heavy  handicap.    Many  of  our  most  effective  speakers  were  unable  to 
ist  in  the  campaign,  as  both  Federal  and  Provincial  Houses  were  in  session;  there 
■e  practically  no  funds  with  which  to  finance  the  expenses  of  speakers,  roads  were 
,j?assable  for  cars,  making  it  necessary  to  cover  that  vast  territory  by  team,  train  or 
||.|,oplane.    Needless  to  say,  the  former  means  of  transportation  was  the  one  chiefly 
u  d  by  the  U.F.A.    Much  good  work  was  done  and  a'though  Mr.  Normandeau,  the 
|,.".A.  candidate,  was  not  successful  at  the  polls,  the  organization  is  much  stronger  in 
,ji  t  constituency  than  it  was  before  the  campaign  or  than  it  would  have  been  had  the 
.j'.A.  not  entered  a  candidate. 

Ii  The  result  of  the  by-election  in  Camrose  was  most  gratifying,  especially  as  there 
;  3  a  decided  effort  made  to  lead  the  people  to  believe  that  farmers  have  a  right  to 
ti>ect  a  reduction  in  taxes  and  at  the  same  time  additional  services  in  the  way  of  in- 
s:ased  grants  to  schools,  hospitals  and  municipalities  for  unemployment  relief.  The 
[f.A..  has  every  reason  to  feel  encouraged,  for,  as  was  stated  in  the  concluding  para- 
ifi  ph  of  an  article  in  the  Western  Producer:  ''It  is  evident  that  in  spite  of  the  demor- 
V  jing  effect  of  present  conditions,  the  farmers  of  Alberta  still  repose  their  faith  in 
';  U.F.A.  Government,  and  see  no  advantage  in  turning  to  new  leaders  at  the  present 
.  l  e.  The  ability  and  popularity  of  the  candidate  and  his  sincere  espousal  of  advanced 
r,  as  of  social  reconstruction  contributed  materially  to  the  success  of  the  campaign. 
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WORK  OF  THE  WOMEN'S  SECTION 

Although  we  have  to  report  a  substantial  decrease  in  paid  up  membership  in 
Woinen's  Section  for  the  past  year,  chiefly  because  of  restricted  farm  income,  i 
encouraging  to  note  that  many  of  these  farmer  members  have  continued  to  at' 
meetings  and  assist  in  the  activities  of  the  Local  for  community  betterment.  Ot 
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have  raised  the  money  by  co-operative  effort  to  pay  the  fees  of  their  entire  mem"""j 
ship,  thus  serving  to  keep  their  Local  active  and  interesting,  and  their  members  in  g 
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standing,  as  well  as  helping  Centra!  Office  to  continue  to  provide  efficient  sefvici  niusttie 
the  Locals  during  this  time  of  need.  Still  others  have  not  only  kept  their  member 
intact  but  have  even  succeeded  in  increasing  it.  These  evidences  of  co-opeiration 
loyalty  have  'been  much  appreciated.  This  is  the  testing  time  of  the  organization,  itseisslse 
success  of  a  Local  and  of  the  organization  as  a  whole  depends,  not  on  the  worl  lof  f''''? 
the  leaders  alone,  but  on  the  united  effort  of  all  members  working  harmoniously 
gether  toward  a  common  goal  in  which  the  aim  of  society  shall  be  "Equal  Rights 
All  and  Special  Privileges  to  None." 

The  holding  of  U.F.W.A.  Conference  continues  to  be  a  most  important  phas 
the  organization  work  of  the  Women's  Section.  By  means  of  these,  the  Director 
Executive  Officers  are  able  to  reach  the  Locals  at  far  less  expense  to  the  organiza 
than  would  otherwise  be  the  case.  The  program.s  are  usually  arranged  by  a  comm; 
consisting  of  representatives  from  each  U.F.W.A.  Local  in  the  Constituency  where 
Conference  is  held  and  the  U.F.W.A.  Director  representing  that  district  on  the  Pro 
cial  Board.  Handicraft  exhibits,  contests,  delightful  music,  inspiring  talks  and 
Annual  Reports  of  Locals,  interspersed  with  interesting  discussions,  constitute 
usual  agenda,  while  deb'cious  refreshments  v/hich  vary  from  the  picnic  lunch  to  a 
banquet  complete  a  most  enjoyable  day's  program.  Indeed,  these  Conferences  S' 
to  stimulate  int&rest  and  enthusiasm  to  a  marked  degree. 

Our  women  wish  to  express  appreciation  to  the  Provincial  Government  for 
continuance  of  the  Farm  Women's  Rest  Week  at  the  Olds  and  Vermillion  School 
Agriculture.  This  week,  with  its  instruction,  so  practica'  and  applicable  to  rural  hoi 
replete  with  delightfully  informal  recreation  and  entertainment,  is  a  real  boon  to  f 
women  during  the  present  time  of  intense  anxiety  and  hardship,  providing  at  the  ^ 
minimum  of  cost,  a  much  needed  rest  and  holiday  for  many  overworked  rural  wor 
For  many  years  education,  health  and  child  welfare  have  engaged  the  atten 
of  our  women,  who  have  labored  long  and  earnestly  to  raise  the  standard  of  r 
education  and  improve  health  facilities  in  their  communities,  striving  thereby  to 
velop  and  conserve  child  life,  the  most  valuable  asset  of  our  Province.  The  pre 
depression  calls  for  the  closest  co-operation  of  both  Government  and  people  to  gi 
against  waste  or  alienation  of  this  priceless  possession,  to  the  end  that  we  may 
assured  of  possessing  a  future  citizenry  that  will  measure  up  to  the  highest  stand; 
of  intellectual  development  as  well  as  of  physical,  mental  and  moral  health.  In 
respect,  owing  to  a  surplus  of  well-ciualitfied  teachers  from  which  to  choose,  m 
rural  school  children  are  receiving  a  higher  standard  of  instruction  and  training  t 
ever  before.  Unfortunately,  however,  there  are  many  rural  school  districts  which 
not  teach  even  Grade  IX  or  X.  In  these  districts  many  parents  are  suffering 
keenest  disappointment  at  the  present  time,  in  their  failure  to  realize  their  ambitioi 
sending  their  children  away  to  schools  and  there  is  the  additional  disappointment 
there  are  hundreds  waiting  for  every  available  position,  so  these  young  people  cai 
earn  money  to  pay  their  own  way. 

On  behalf  of  these  rural  boys  and  girls  whose  hopes  have_  thus  been  thwar■|Jl^^ 
the  Women's  Section  deeply  appreciate  the  decision  of  the  Provincial  Governmen 
continue  offering  the  two  Agricultural  School  Scholarships  in  connection  with 
Reading  Course,  outlined  bv  the  Denartment  of  Extension  of  the  University  of  Alb 
and  the  Junior  Conference  Week  held  each  year  at  the  University  of  .\l'berta,  and  c 
to  all  farm  boys  and  girls  over  15  years  of  age  in  the  Province.  _  ^, 

'  i  of  an 

DESIRE  FOR  CORRESPONDENCE  COURSE  ttatifni 

.  .  .  ■  ie  pre^ei 

Considerable  interest  has  been  aroused,  and  a  desire  manifested  in  ouf  Lo  |')ij|,t,,|, 
for  the  establishment  of  correspondence  courses  for  Grades  IX,  X  and  XI  by  :|tj{^jjj| 
Provincial  Department  of  Education.  As  they  already  provide  correspondence  cou  i f^' 
in  the  Public  School  grades  where  these  are  necessary,  it  has  been  suggested  that  (("(j^j.^ 
staff  might  be  increased  so  as  to  provide  this  very  necessary  service  to  Alberta  l;  ^^^^^-^^ 
and  girls  unable  to  leave  home  to  attend  High  School 
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A  similar  service  was  inaugurated  in  Saskatchewan  in  1930,  and  according  to 
statistics  available  has  proved  highly  satisfactory.  Pupils  taking  the  course  study 
same  su'bjects  as  students  attending  High  Schools.  A  year's  work  is  divided  into 
4t  twenty  lessons,  or  instruction  papers;  each  lesson  in  every  subject  requiring 
'oximately  two  weeks'  study.    Thus  a  pupil  can  complete  the  full  course  during 

)(|school  year  and  yet  have  time  for  review  work  before  the  Departmental  examina- 

j,|s  in  June. 

The  fee  charged  in  Saskatchewan  is  $15.00  per  pupil  for  Grades  IX  and  X.  One- 
must  be  paid  on  enrolment  and  one-half  on  January  1st  of  the  next  year.  The  fee 
1  partial  course  is  $3.00  per  subject.  The  fee  for  Grade  XI  is  $20.00,  one-half 
g  paid  upon  enrolment  and  the  balance  on  Jamrary  1st.  The  fee  frr  a  partial 
■se  is  also  $3.00  per  subject  in  this  Grade.  The  courses  in  IX,  X  and  XI  are  given 
of  charge  to  returned  men.  Total  en.rolments  to  date  number  10,368,  and  results 
xaminations  show  that  in  Grades  IX  and  X  there  were  90%  successful  in  being 
tsnoted,  while  in  Grade  XI,  73%  were  successful.  Provision  is  also  made  for  using 
course  in  connection  with  one-room  schools.  The  fee  charged  does  not  cover  the 
of  the  course,  so  it  is  accordingly  necessary  to  vote  an  appropriation  by  the  Legis- 
re.  There  seems  to  be  real  merit  in  this  method  of  providing  these  young  people 
the  means  of  self-improvement,  and  even  if  a  higher  fee  was  necessary  the  parents 
Id  still  be  saved  the  cost  of  transportation,  board,  etc. 
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PROBLEMS  OF  THE  YOUTHFUL  UNEMPLOYED 


The  problem  of  our  young  people  does  not  end  here,  however.    There  is  the. 
j  jtion  of  those  who  have  gone  through  our  Normal  Schools  and  Universities,  and 
find  themselves  part  of  a  vast  army  of  unemployed.    How  to  keep  them  from 
iming  disillusioned,  bitter  and  reckless  is  a  real  problem.    There  is  an  old  proverb 
states  "idleness  is  the  parent  of  all  vices."    The  other  day  I  happened  to  express 
;ern  that  unemployed  young  men,  some  of  them  'teen  aged  boys,  were  being  brought 
contact  with  men  embittered  by  present  conditions — men  who,  having  loved  ones 
jndent  upon  them  for  support  which  they  are  denied  any  opportunity  to  provide, 
rly  preach  rash  and  violent  methods  of  retaliation  against  society.    I  was  much 
:erned  to  learn  that  from  a  survey  that  has  been  made  in  two  Provinces,  statistics 
that  the  majority  of  cases  of  criminal  convictions  in  both  Provinces  were  those 
len  under  the  age  of  25.    Here,  there  is  a  real  social  problem.    Youth  craves  action, 
tement  and  adventure.      That  is  why  the  horrors  of  war.  in  the  past,  have  been 
:otten  by  youth  in  their  response  to  the  g'amor  of  the  uniform,  martial  music,  and 
promise  of  new  experiences.    We  must  provide  something  to  hold  the  interest  of 
e  young  people;  not  only  employment  but  recreation  that  will  stimulate  their  in- 
cts  is  needed  to  keep  them  from  becoming  warped  in  mind  and  soul.    I  was  pleased 
tarn  that  something  of  this  kind  has  been  initiated  here  in  Calgary,  many  talented 
sts  contributing  their  services  for  the  enjoyment  of  those  on  relief.      This  is  the 
t  spirit,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  a  similar  effort  will  be  made  in  other  cities  and 
ns  in  A'berta  to  help  the  unemployed  keep  up  the-'r  morale.    Much  good  might 
be  accomplished  by  encouraginq;  them  to  contribute  toward  semi-weekly  enter- 
ment  for  themselves,  as  there  is  sure  to  be  much  talent  among  their  own  numbers. 


THE  C.C.F.— A  CHALLENGE  TO  YOUTH 


To  the  youth  of  today  comes  the  challenge  of  the  new  Co-operative  Common- 
1th  Federation,  whose  aim  is  to  change  the  present  social  system  in  which  greed 
fflfprofit  blinds  the  human  vision  to  all  the  inner  beauty  in  life,  by  hardening  the 
rt  toward  the  suffering  of  others,  into  a  society  in  which  the  supplying  of  human 
ll"ds  shall  be  the  first  consideration  of  all  humanity.    Those  organizations  identified 
'1  the  Federation  hope  to  see  this  accomplished  by  evolution,  instead  of  by  revolu- 
As  one  writer  has  defined  it,  "Evolution  is  a  movement  in  thought,  not  the 
ig  of  an  axe — leaven,  not  dynamite.''    This  leaven  is  working  very  rapidly  today, 
e  and  more,  the  masses  of  the  people  are  becoming  conscious  of  the  glaring  defects 
he  present  system  that  permits  millions  and  millions  of  people  to  suffer  poverty 
want  while  the  world  is  spending  annually  over  four  billion  dol'ars  in  armaments 
there  are  about  five  million  regular  soldiers,  fully  equipped,  trained  and  ready  for 
The  growing  industrialization  of  nations,  leading  year  by  year  to  fiercer  and 
;er  competition  for  markets  and  sources  of  raw  material;  the  continual  pressure  of 
liulation  in  the  older  countries  beyond  their  means  of  subsistence;  the  protection  of 
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the  financial  interests  of  nationals  in  foreign  countries,  as  prac.ti.sed'<un(ifir  st-he  pr( 
economic  system,  provide  a  constant  menace  and  threat  of  war.  Economic  bar 
of  trade  ejected  between  nations,  manufacture  of  munitions  and  war  equipmen 
pri\-ate  corporations  for  profit,  and  the  manipulation  and  control  of  the  mediut 
exchange  for  private  gain  must  end.  Competition  between  individuals,  groups 
nations  must  be  replaced  by  co-operation.  The  creed  of  primeval  day,  "the  sur 
of  the  fittest,"  must  give  way  to  the  golden  rule,  "Do  ye  unto  others  as  ye  would 
them  do  unto  you." 

Each  of  us  plays  a  part,  either  for  good  or  evil,  in  shaping  the  destiny  of  ot 
In  the  wcrds  of  Emer-son,  therefore,  may  we  determine  to 

"Step  by  step  lift  bad  to  good. 
Without  halting,  without  rest 
Lifting  better  up  to  best. 

Planting  seeds  of  knowledge  pure  '  ' 

Through  earth  to  ripen,  through  Heaven  endure." 

our  ideal  being  the  Brotherhood  of  Man  as  envisioned  by  Tennyson  when  he  pei 
these  lines  long  ago: 

"Til!  the  war-dirum  throbbed  no  longer,  and  the  battle  flags  were  furled 
In  the  Parliament  of  Man,  the  Federation  of  the  world; 
There  the  common  sense  of  most  shall  hold  a  fretful  realm  in  awe, 
.  And  the  kindly  earth  shall  slumber,  lapt  in  universal  law." 

Respectfully  submitted, 


AMY  W- 
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Directors'  Report 

and 

Reports  of 

Standing  Committees 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

U.F.  A.  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  FOR  1932 


Only  two  meetings-  were  held  by  the  U.F. A.  Board  during  the  past  year — 
one  at  the  close  of  the  last  Convention  to  carry  out  its  instructions,  the  other 
during  the  past  few  days  to  complete  arrangements  for  and  shape  the  policy  of 
the  convention  now  sitting.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  financial  conditions  did 
not  permit  of  a  meeting  in  midsummer. 

Five  meetings  of  the  Executive  were  held,  as  well  as  many  meetings  of 
the  Co-operative  Committee,  who  are  members  of  the  Executive. 

REPRESENTATION  ON  OTHER  BODIES 

Your  Organization  was  represented  during  the  year  by  one  or  more  members 
of  the  Executive  or  Board  at  conferences  and  before  public  bodies  as  follows  : 
The  Executive  of  the  Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture  in  June;  before  the 
Board  of  Railway  Commissioners  the  same  month  when  the  question  of  raising 
the  rate  classifications  for  shipments  of  bulk  apples  was  before  them ;  the 
Conference  in  Edmonton  of  the  members  of  Government,  Legislature  and 
Parliament  at  the  close  of  which  was  issued  the  ten  point  manifesto  to  the 
people  of  Canada;  the  conference  with  labor  and  farmer  groups  in  Calgary, 
on  August  First,  when  the  Co-operative  Commonwealtli  Federation  was  brought 
nito  beir.g;  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alanitoba,  at 
Dauphin,  in  November. 

The  second  conference  at  Edmonton  of  elected  members  of  the  Legislature 
and  Parliament  held  in  December,  at  which  the  urgent  problems  of  debtor  and 
creditor  relations,  wheat  marketing,  taxation,  etc.,  were  discussed,  and  the  recent 
conference  of  representatives  of  the  sixteen  U.F.A.  constituency  and  district 
co-operative  associations,  held  in  the  same  cit\'  two  weeks  ago,  where  review 
was  made  of  the  progress  of  our  consumer  co-operative  movement  and  plans 
laid  for  the  future  along  those  lines. 

"THE  U.F.A."  PAPER 

It  was  with  regret  that  your  Board  found  it  necessary  this  year  to  cease 
publication  of  one  of  the  fortnightly  issues  of  the  paper.  The  organization  and 
the  farm  movement  in  general  in  Alberta  sorely  needs  a  weekly  publication,  but 
financial  conditions  permitted  only  of  a  monthly.  This  has  been  issued  to  the 
satisfaction  of  our  menibers  on  a  sound  financial  basis  through  the  efforst  of 
our  editor  and  his  staff,  under  the  direction  of  the  U.F.A.  Organization  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 

FINANCIAL  STANDING 

A  drastic  curtailment  of  the  field  work  of  the  directors  has  been  in  part 
responsible  for  the  fact  that  the  financial  standing  of  the  organization  is  better 
than  that  of  a  year  ago.  We  realize,  however,  that  such  a  policy  while  it  may 
be  temporarily  beneficial  to  our  finances  might  in  the  long  run  be  suicidal.  We 
therefore  earnestly  recommend  more  field  work  this  year,  and  a  real  drive  for 
membership  with  a  m.embership  fee  somewhat  more  in  line  with  the  farmers 
ability  to  pay.  The  financial  standing  of  your  organization  was  also  strengthened 
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by  the  returns  from  co-operative  purchasing.  The  Committee  in  charge  having 
been  able  this  year  to  make  very  satisfactory  monetary  returns  for  the  services 
of  the  Central  Office  Staff  and  the  Organization  generally  in  the  work  of  build- 
ing up  the  co-operative  movement.  We  wish  to  point  out  that  many  members 
have  been  enabled  this  year  to  pay  their  membership  dues  out  of  patronage 
dividends  and  that  some  locals  are  in  healthier  condition  today  than  in  former 
years  as  a  result. 

POLITICAL  REPRESENTATIVES 

Your  Board  again  wish  to  express  their  appreciation  of  the  efforts  at 
Ottawa  of  our  elected  members  of  Parliament  to  serve  the  people  of  Alberta ; 
and  to  commend  their  efforts  in  other  parts  of  Canada  among  other  occupational 
groups  as  they  endeavor  to  unify  and  strengthen  the  Dominion-wide  effort 
towards  social  reconstruction. 

We  realize  that  the  creation  of  an  economic  structure  suitable  for  the  needs 
of  the  people  of  Canada  of  the  present  day  will  take  time.  We  therefore  wish 
to  pay  tribute  to  our  provincial  leaders  and  especially  to  our  honoured  Premier, 
who  in  the  face  of  continued  criticism  and  determined  opposition  has  faithfully 
endeavored  to  make  the  present  habitation  of  our  people  tenable  until  such  time 
as  we  can  gain  power  to  erect  the  new  edifice  of  society  towards  which  our 
■efforts  as  an  organization  are  directed. 

FUTURE  U.F.A.  POLICY 

The  severity  of  this  so-called  "depression"  has  tended  to  destory  the 
initiative  and  weaken  the  courage  of  the  members  of  the  LJ.F.A.  body.  But 
the  mists  are  clearing.  We  begin  to  see  the  outlines  of  the  social  structure  of 
the  future.  The  sense  of  unity  with  other  social  forces  is  being  deepened. 
Such  rallies  as  that  held  at  iJrumheller,  in  August,  tend  to  clarify  cur  vision 
and  increase  our  solidarity.  The  demand  of  the  C.C.F.  to  our  leaders  is  "Speak 
to  the  people  of  Canada  that  they  go  forward." 

It  is  for  this  Convention  to  determine  the  direction  in  which  we  shall  move. 
Shall  we  demand  a  five-fold  inflation,  as  in  France,  till  our  dollar  is  worth 
twenty  cents  or  twenty  cent  wheat  is  worth  a  dollar?  Shall  we  demand  partial 
inflation  and  partial  reduction  of  interest  and  principle,  as  in  Australia,  where 
the  price  of  wheat  which  is  twenty-five  cents  to  the  producer  in  Canada,  is 
caused  by  inflation  to  be  over  seventy-five  cents  in  Australia,  and  where  the 
debt  of  a  dollar  is  brought  down  roughly  to  seventy-five  cents  by  governmental 
decree?  Whatever  the  direction  of  your  action  with  respect  to  the  inevitable 
problem  of  the  relation  of  Debtor  and  Creditor,  we  request  that  you  resent  any 
insinuation  of  dishonor  hurled  by  creditor  interests  at  your  efforts  to  deal  with 
the  situation  in  such  a  manner  as  Australia  and  France  and  even  England  have 
done.  We  submit  for  your  consideration  this  declaration:  That  financial  con- 
tracts are  morally  enforceable  only  on  the  basis  on  which  they  were  made. 
We  further  submit  that  legal  enactments  be  brought  into  line  with  moral 
obligations. 

In  the  light  of  the  activities  of  the  present  Dominion  Government  during 
the  past  two  years,  their  solicitude  for  the  welfar  of  financial  and  industrial 
corporations  and  their  disregard  of  the  welfare  of  the  common  people,  it  is 
futile  for  us  to  hope  for  economic  justice  from  those  who  alone  have  the 
power  at  present  to  bring  it  about. 

The  directors  of  your  organization  therefore  call  upon  the  rural  citizens  of 
this  province,  to  organize  and  reorganize  their  forces  in  the  U.F..A..  Locals,  and 
make  i)crsistent  and  determined  preparation  for  the  day  when  the  political  and 
economic  life  of  this  Dominion  shall  be  taken  from  the  hands  of  those  who 
desire  special  privilege,  by  those  who  desire  equal  rights  for  all. 
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REPORT 

ON 

"THE  U.  F.  A." 


Commencing  with  the  February,  1932,  number,  The  U.I'.A.  has  been  issued 
as  a  monthly  periodical,  instead  of  semi-monthly  as  formerly.  The  reduction 
in  frequency  of  publication  was  necessitated  by  financial  circumstances.  It 
would  have  been  impossible  to  provide  a  semi-monthly  service  without  incurring 
losses.  As  it  is,  we  are  happy  to  be  able  to  report  a  surplus  on  the  year's 
operations  of  $1,257.38.  The  cost  of  production  was  $10,153  less  than  in  1931, 
while  revenues  were  reduced  by  $8,398.41.  In  common  with  other  publications, 
especially  publications  with  a  farm  circulation,  The  U.F.A.  experienced  a  fall- 
ing oft  in  advertising  revenue;  the  losses  were  much  less  severe  than  might 
have  been  anticipated  under  the  prevailing  conditions 

Curtailment  of  frequency  did  not  involve  a  proportionate  reduction  in  the 
volnme  of  reading  matter  made  a\'ailable  to  our  readers.  While  in  1931  a  total 
of  624  pages  were  printed,  in  J932  the  total  was  440.  In  a  limited  way  it  was 
found  possible  to  deal  with  the  chief  subjects  of  discussion  in  the  Alberta 
Legislature  during  the  session  held  early  in  the  year,  as  well  as  with  the  work 
of  our  representatives  in  the  I'ederal  Parliament  largely  in  informative  articles 
contributed  by  the  members.  By  the  publication  of  special  matter  bearing 
upon  election  issues,  all  possible  assistance  was  given  m  the  two  by-elections 
held  during  the  year,  in  which  the  U.F.A.  had  candidates  in  the  field. 

The  volume  of  1932  has  formed  a  chronicle  and  provided  a  valuable  com- 
mentary upon  significant  developments  in  the  field  of  public  affairs.  The 
description  of  the  plans  and  program  of  the  League  for  Social  Reconstruction, 
published  when  the  League  was  first  organized,  gave  an  impetus  to  the  move- 
ment for  co-operative  action  between  social  units  in  Canada  whose  aims  are 
similar  to  our  own.  The  authentic  information  which  our  members  were  en- 
abled to  obtain  upon  the  Edmonton  U.F.A.  Conference,  at  which  the  ten-point 
manifesto  was  issued,  and  upon  the  later  conference  in  Calgary  at  which  the 
Co-operative  Commonwealth  Federation  was  provisionally  organized,  has 
attracted  widespread  notice.  The  article  in  The  U.F.A.  in  which  the  inaugural 
announcement  of  the  formation  of  the  League  was  made,  and  in  which  its 
objects  were  explained,  was  reprinted  as  part  of  a  pamphlet  issued  by  the 
Provisional  Executive  Council  of  the  C.C.F.,  and  15,000  copies  of  this  i)amphlet 
have  been  distributed  throughout  the  Dominion,  largely  in  Eastern  Canada,  for 
the  information  of  citizens  interested  in  the  aims  of  the  Federation. 

The  oflicial  organ  has  formed  an  effective  medium  for  the  dissemination 
of  information  upon  the  activities  in  the  field  of  consumer  co-operation  carried 
on  under  the  direction  of  the  U.F.A.  Co-operative  Committee ;  and  has  thus 
been  able  to  give  important  assistance  in  the  development  of  this  successful 
undertaking.  The  Co-operative  Committee's  Bulletins  have  appeared  in  almost 
every  issue,  while  articles  describing  the  progress  of  the  enterprise,  have  been 
features  m  several  issues. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  subject  of  Monetary  Reform  during 
the  year,  a  very  large  number  of  the  articles  described  under  such  various 
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classifications  as  Federal.  Provincial  or  International,  C.C.F.  and  so  forth,  and 
especially  the  articles  contributed  by  some  of  our  Federal  members  and  others,  as 
well  as  editorial  matter,  being  concerned,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  monetary 
problems  and  the  subject  of,  social  credit. 

Articles  dealing"  with  many  other  subjects  of  vital  concern  to  our  people, 
upon  which  they,  unable  to  obtain  information  through  the  ordinary  press 
channels,  have  been  printed  during  the  year.  Information  in  regard  to  the  findings 
of  the  engineers  and  economists  kiiown  as  "Technocracy"  was  published,  we 
believe,  for  the  first  lime  in  Canada  in  the  October  number  of  The  U.F.A.  in 
sunnuarized  form.  When  space  permitted  later  of  more  extended  treatment, 
a  detailed  surve}'  was  given  and  the  implications  of  the  new  knowledge,  made 
available  to  the  public  by  this  group  of  specialists  whose  activities  centre  in 
Columbia  University,  were  examined. 

An  analysis  of  the  contents  of  the  volume  recently  closed  shows  that  2,564 
column  inches  were  devoted  to  the  affairs  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  in  the 
section  of  the  paper  directed  bj'  the  Pool's  publicity  superintendent.  U.F.A. 
Constituency  and  Local  matters  were  the  subject  of  1,393  inches  of  reading- 
matter;  U.F.W.A.  and  Jmiior  branches,  1,297  inches;  Atmual  Convention  re- 
ports, 795  inches;  Editorial,  exclusive  of  special  articles,  accounted  for  793 
inches;  Provincial  aiiairs,  675  inches;  Federal  Affairs,  657  inches;  U.F.A.  Co- 
operative Committee  announcements  and  news  of  the  U.F.A.  Co-operatives,  468 
inches;  Livestock  Pool,  275  inches.  The  definition  of  the  Co-operative  Common- 
wealth adopted  by  the  last  Annual  Convention  was  discussed  in  articles  totalling 
266  inches  in  length.  There  were  two  special  feature  articles  on  the  problem  of 
the  National  Railways  b)'  a  lecturer  in  economics  who  has  made  a  special  study 
of  the  subject.  U.F.A.  A'etcran's  Section  AfTairs,  Dairj'  Pool  Matters,  the 
program  of  the  Canadian  r^Ionetary  Reform  League  and  Foreign  Affairs,  were 
the  subjects  of  various  articles — the  last  named  being  inadequately  dealt  with 
in  the  space  of  92  inches. 

Necessary  concentration  upon  National  and  Provincial  issues  precluded  the 
possibility  of  extensive  discussion  of  developments  in  the  international  field, 
which  in  fact  have  a  very  definite  bearing  upon  our  own  problems  of  a  more 
local  order.  Lack  of  space,  which  in  turn  is  due  to  lack  of  the  means  to  provide 
it,  has  made  it  impossible  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  readers  of  The  U.F.A. 
much  information  gleaned  from  many  sources,  which  would  be  of  interest  and 
value  to  readers  of  the  paper. 

ROBERT  GARDINER, 
NORMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY, 
J.  K.  SUTHERLAND, 
H.  B.  MacLEOD, 
GEORGE  E.  CHURCH, 
AAIY  H.  WARR. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

CO-OPERATIVE  COMMITTEE 


Your  Co-operative  Committee  in  levievviiig  the  second  year  of  activity  finds 
gratifying  progress,  especially  in  the  face  of  unprecedented  conditions  in  agricul- 
ture. The  money  returns  of  :he  farmer  were  never  so  Imv  in  the  historj'  of 
our  organization. 

Two  contrary  results  proceed  from  this  condition,  first  an  urge  to  organize 
for  saving:  second,  inability  to  find  cash  for  purchases.  In  this  connection, 
it  i^  important  to  note  that  consumer  co-operation  necessitates  cash  transactions. 
One  case  of  failure  to  meet  an  ohiigation  on  credit  advanced  may  serve  to 
defeat  the  co-operative  purpose  of'  a  \^hole  comm.ut;ity.  Much  more  would 
credit  advances  by  a  local  organization  tend  to  wreck  a  larger  body  of  which  it 
is  a  part.  It  has  been  the  care  of  your  committee  to  so  direct  the  business  of 
your  Central  organization  as  to  involve  the  minimum  of  risk. 

EXTENSION  OF  ORGANIZATION 

I  )uring  the  vear  the  number  of  C(.i-opcrative  associations  has  increased  to 
sixteen,  thirteen  of  which  are  registered  under  ihe  Co-operative  Associations 
.A.ct  of  Alberta,  the  (jther  three  as  yet  in  the  process  of  organization  though 
carrying  on  business. 

Following  the  direction  of  the  Board  at  the  close  of  the  last  Amuial  Con- 
vention the  work  at  Central  Office  was  organized  and  registration  taken  under 
the  oame  Act  by  ten  members  of  the  U.F.A.  Board,  who  registered  under  the 
name  "U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association."  The  Executive  of  the  Board 
constitute  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Co-operative. 

Representing  the  ccjnstituency  and  district  co-operative  associations  Alessrs. 
George  MacLachlan,  M.L.A.,  and  C.  A.  Fawcett,  have  acted  as  consultative 
members  of  the  Co-operative  Committee  during  the  year,  thus  serv  ing  to  bring 
the  point  of  view  of  the  managers  and  boards  of  the  associations  to  the 
deliberations  of  your  Committee.  We  have  enjoyed  a  very  pleasant  relationship 
and  worked  effectively  tog.'ther.  The  same  two  men  were  appointed  for  the 
same  purpose  for  the  current  year  at  the  meeting  of  Co-operative  Association 
Delegates,  held  in  Edmonton  on  January  5th  and  6th. 

There  is  ample  evidence  to  shL:\\  that  in  addition  to  the  actual  savings 
effected  in  the  purchase  of  supplies,  the  operations  of  the  committee  and  the 
various  co-operative  organizations  working  in  conjunction  had  the  effect  of 
lowering  commodity  prices  at  a  great  many  points  throu.ghout  the  province, 
thus  bringing  indirect  benefits  to  many  other  farmers  as  well  as  to  our  own 
members.  Beneficial  effects  have  also  been  felt  in  the  Association  at  large. 
Many  Locals  which  were  in  a  very  weak  condition  have  been  considerably 
strengthened  and  in  some  cases  are  stronger  now  than  at  any  time  for  many 
years  past.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  rural  community  in  general  has 
received  much  help  from  our  activities. 

COMMODITIES  HANDLED 

The  four  principal  groups  of  commodities  handled  are  :  Fuel  and  lubricating 
oil,  binder  twine,  apples  and  coal. 
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The  Great  West  Distributors  Limited,  a  private  company,  set  up  for  the 
purpose  of  handling  petroleum,  products  for  co-operatives,  has  extended  itself 
considerabl}'  during  the  year,  operating  from  its  plants  in  Calgary,  Edmonton, 
Coutts  and  Turner  Valley,  to  over  eighty  distributing  points  throughout  the 
province. 

Despite  severe  competition  we  are  able  to  record  almost  twice  the  amount 
of  business  in  binder  twine  over  that  of  last  year. 

One  of  the  most  satisfactory  items  of  business  to  record  is  that  done  in 
B.C.  apples.  With  the  help  of  an  experienced  fruit  man,  cars  of  fruit  were 
shipped  to  Locals  and  Co-operatives  with  general  satisfaction.  The  greater  part 
of  these  car.s  were  fall  apples  shipped  in  bulk. 

With  some  few  exceptions,  the  service  given  in  coal  to  the  prairie  parts  of 
the  province  has  been  quite  satisfactory  and  the  turn-over  shows  an  increase 
over  that  of  previous  years.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  a  much 
greater  service  could  be  made  of  the  Central  Co-operative  in  the  buying  of 
case-lot  quantities  of  various  small  lines.  There  are  many  Locals  which  are 
unable  to  co-operate  at  all  in  the  purchase  of  car-lot  quantities  which  might 
build  up  the  co-operative  spirit  among  their  members  in  this  manner. 

VOLUME  OF  BUSINESS 

There  being  no  uniform  fiscal  year  among  the  Co-operative  Associations  is 
a  fact  which  prevents  us  from  giving  accurate  figures  as  to  the  volume  of  turn- 
over. Some  idea,  however,  may  be  derived  by  noting  that  one  of  the  youngest 
of  the  Associations  sold  $2,400  worth  of  supplies  in  the  past  four  months.  One 
of  the  Associations  formed  last  year  records  a  total  business  for  its  twentx'-six 
Locals  of  around  $50,000.00 

The  statement  of  the  auditor  for  the  period  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Co-operative  Committee's  work  in  June,  1931,  shows  a  total  revenue  of  $28,454.96, 
the  expenses  for  the  period  being  $3,866.52,  leaving  a  surplus  of  revenue  over 
expenditure  of  $24,588.44.  Out  of  this  sum  $11,192.31  has  been  paid  in  patronage 
dividends  to  Associations  and  Locals ;  the  sum  of  $7,529.54  has  been  allocated 
to  U.F.A.  Central  Office  for  organization,  staff  services  and  facilities,  leaving 
an  undivided  surplus  as  at  December  31,  1932,  of  $5,866.59. 

The  balance  sheet  as  at  December  31,  1932,  was  as  follows: 


Cash  on  Hand  and  in  Bank  $[,275.56 

Accoiuits  receivable   4,716.09 

TotrJ   $5,991.65 

Less  Accounts  Pav;ible   125.06 

Leaving  Snr]-his  of   $5,866.59 


An  as  yet  undetermined  portion  of  the  last  named  amf)unt  will  he  returned 
CO  the  Co-operatives  and  Locals. 

OBSERVATIONS 

"^'our  Committee  wishes  to  jioint  out  : 

T.   The  iiccessitv  for  volume  to  increase  the  benefits  derived, 

2,  The  necessity  for  loyalty  in  onlcr  ihat  this  might  he  attained; 

3.  That  many  rompetiiive  commercial  companies  have  realized  the  ijossibil- 
itics  (if  our  Cn-(i|,er:iti  \  e  Organizatii in  as  a  sales  medium,  antl  are  rca<ly 
to  take  advantage  of  any,  local  circumstance  which  will  give  them  a 
field  (if  operations. 
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4-  That  in  their  enthusiasm  some  Locals  are  taking  a  measure  of  risk  in 
buying  shelf  goods  and  investing  in  property.  We  are  of  the  opinion 
opinion  that  great  care  should  be  exercised  in  this  respect  as  disastrous 
effects  have  followed  this  policy  in  innumerable  instances  in  the  past 
twenty  years.  h     i.  h 

In  conclusion,  we  would  recognize  agaj'i  the  difliculty  of  carrying  on 
operations  in  co-operative  buying  within  the  competitive  system.  We  insist, 
however,  that  whatever  changes  may  be  effected  in  the  near  or  more  distant 
future  by  political  action,  local  forms  of  co-operation  will  be  required.  It  may 
well  be  that  one  of  the  chief  means  of  bringing  about  the  transformation  of 
our  present  forms  of  economic  organization  from  a  basis  of  competition  to  one 
of  mutual  aid  and  co-operation,  may  be  in  Alberta,  through  the  former  co- 
operative organizations,  both  in  the  field  of  production  and  consumption,  which 
have  been  organized  through  the  U.F.A. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NORMAN    F.  PRIESTLEY, 
H.  B.  MACLEOD, 
GEO.  E.  CHURCH. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

BANKING  AND  CREDIT  COMMITTEE 


Last  year  we  drew  to  your  attention  the  fact  that  we  were  in  the  midst  of 
a  worid-wide  depression.  This  depression  is  stili  with  us,  m  fact  it  has  now 
deepened  to  such  an  extent  as  to  amount  to  confiscation.  Nations  have  de- 
faulted and  German  Reparations  have  been  virtually  cancelled  during  the  year. 
Substitutes  for  money  arc  being  used.  Conferences  both  national  and  inter- 
national, have  been  held  in  an  effort  to  stem  the  tide  of  falling  prices,  exhausted 
credit  and  confiscation,  all  to  no  kivail. 

Montague  Norman,  president  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  one  of  the 
recognized  leaders  of  finance  l  as  declared  that  a  solution  is  beyond  his  con- 
ception and  financiers  in  general  have  demonstrated  their  inability-  to  make 
tiieir  financial  system  fulfil  the  requirements  of  industry. 

Alexander  Del  Mar  lias  this  to  say,  writing  on  money  "When  the  principles 
which  underlie  it  are  thoroughly  understood,  money  is,  perhaps,  the  mightiest 
engine  to  which  man  can  lend  his  guidance.  Unheard,  unfelt,  almost  unseen, 
it  has  the  power  so  to  distribute  the  burdens,  gratifications  and  opportunities 
of  life,  that  each  individual  shall  enjoy  that  share  of  them  to  which  liis  merits 
entitle  him,  or  to  dispense  them  with  so  partial  a  hand  as  to  violate  every 
principle  of  justice  and  perpetuate  a  succession  of  social  slaveries  to  the  end 
of  time." 

The  only  solution  offered  by  those  at  present  in  control  is  still  more  econ- 
omy or  "Balancing  Budgets,"  the  consequence  of  whicli  is,  that  instead  of 
securing  the  effect  desired,  governments  arc  increasing  their  deficits,  and  the 
iinomployment  situation  is  becoming  an  ever  increasing  problem.  In  the  mean- 
time the  control  of  wealth  is  rapidly  getting  into  fewer  hands.  It  is  stated 
that  thref>  men  in  the  United.  States  control  wealth  equivalent  to  nearly  eight 
billion  dollars,  or  more  than  three  times  the  amount  of  the  National  debt  of 
Canada. 
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Our  U.F.A.  Members  of  Parliament  at  Ottawa  have  again  done  splendid 
work  (luring  the  past  year  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  Parliament  and  the 
people  of  Canada  the  incongruities  or  orthodox  finances.  In  fact  (mainh 
through  their  efforts  in  past  years)  there  was  scarcely  a  day  during  the  whole 
session  that  financial  reform  was  not  mentioned  in  some  form  or  another. 

"Technocracy"  has  lately  demonstrated  the  utter  inadequacy  of  the  exist- 
ing financial  system  to  meet  the  demands  of  distribution  lor  the  enormously 
developed,  mechanized  industrial  system,  and  make  it  available  for  the  benefit 
of  humanity. 

We  wish  again  to  endorse  and  urge  the  immediate  necessity  to  adopt  a 
system  of  Co-operative  Finance,  to  provide  a  circulating  medium  which  will 
at  all  times  be  sufiicient  to  exchange  commodities  and  services,  in  order  to 
restore  purchasing  power  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  equal  to  the  demands 
of  consumption,  through  which  human  Interests  should  be  considered  of  para- 
mount importance  antl  take  precedence  and  receive  consideration  before  fin- 
ancial obligations. 

We  rec(jnmiend  that  we  as  an  Organization  undertake  to  more  clearly 
define,  what  w  e  mean  by  tiie  \  u  tuous  terms  ":\  atiotialization,"  or  "Socializa- 
tion" of  Currency  and  Credit,  Co-operative  Finance,  etc.,  and  wish  particularly 
to  draw  to  your  attention,  for  your  serious  consideration,  a  resolution  on  the 
order  paper  with  tliis  end  in  view. 

We  would  also  recommend  you  consider  the  advisability  of  approaching  other 
organized  bodies  with  a  view  to  securing  unanimity  of  action  in  this  most 
important  matter. 

We  wish  further  to  recommend  the  following  as  temporary  relief  measure.-; 
— That  action  by  i'arhament  be  taken  to  provide  tliat  Canadian  Bonds  or  any 
liiiancial  obligations  whether  Provincial  or  Federal  should  be  drawn  pajable 
111  Canadian  legal  tender  only,  and  domiciled  in  Canada,  that  is  to  say,  payable 
only  in  Canada.  We  consider  that  this  is  a  most  important  action  and  one  that 
must  be  taken  before  any  other  remedial  measures  can  be  effectively  applied. 

We  endorse  .Mr.  Coote's  idea  of  Canada  going  off  the  gold  standard,  inas- 
much as  gold  or  any  other  metal  or  commodity  base  is  not  necessary  to  the 
efficient  functioning  of  a  national  currency  and  is  only  needed  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  pre\iously  contracted  obligations,  but  the  amount  of  gold  has  never 
been,  nor  can  ever  be  equal  to  the  fulfilment  of  those  obligations,  and  at  best 
as  Mr.  Coote  states  this  can  only  be  in  the  nature  of  a  temporary  relief. 

For  tile  purpose  of  carrying  on  relief  in  all  its  forms  including  pensions, 
that  the  Uomiinon  Government  issue  and  use  Dominion  notes  direct  or  througii 
Provincial  Gevernmental  authorities. 

We  would  like  to  furtlicr  draw  to  your  attention  the  possibilities  of  meet- 
ing demands  where  there  is  money  work  to  be  done  and  no  money  available. 
The  town  of  Raymond  in  Southern  Alberta  has  demonstrated  how  this  situa- 
tion can  be  met,  by  issuing  its  own  credit  in  the  form  of  scrip.  Numerous 
cities  in  the  United  States  have  been  successfully  operating  for  a  considerable 
time  with  some  form  and  a  limited  quantity  of  scrip. 

In  the  final  analysis  what  is  desirable  in  money  is  a  means  whereby  we 
can  exchange  our  work  on  an  equitable  basis,  eliminating  the  opportunity  of 
one  person  to  exploit  another.  In  other  words  a  measure  of  exchange  or 
service  as  stable  as  the  yardstick  is  in  measuring  length.  Let  us  continue  our 
studies  until  we  are  in  a  position  to  realize  this  ideal. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  BEVINGTON, 
JOHN  FOWLIE, 
WALTER  SKINNER. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

LAND  OWNERSHIP  COMMITTEE 


\our  Committee  wishes  to  present  a  brief  report  in  keeping  with  the 
fundamental  objectives  of  otn-  organization. 

L)nring  the  past  year  the  land  policy  of  the  Provincial  Government  has 
remained  unchanged  with  the  result  that  a  further  half  million  acres  has  been 
alienated  in  1932. 

Land  is  the  basis  of  all  wealth  and  the  heritage  of  all  the  people.  The 
development  of  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth,  which  is  the  goal  of  the 
U.F.A.,  naturally  involves  the  social  ownership  of  land  for  the  benefit  of  all. 
While  this  goal  may  be  as  yet  distant,  we  believe  that  in  Alberta  the  start 
should  be  made  by  retaining  for  the  people  the  land  which  we  still  have. 

We  beg  to  recommend : 

1.  That  no  further  land  be  alienated. 

2.  That  land  be  settled  on  the  basis  of  a  long  term  lease  to  actual  users 
only,  lessee  to  have  prior  right  to  renewal  of  lease.  All  improvements  to  remain 
the  prnpertj'  of  the  lessee. 

3.  Revaluation  of  land  for  rental  purposes  at  reasonable  intervals  on  basis 
of  productive  possibilities. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Land  Ownership  Committee,  1932. 

HENRY  G.  YOUNG, 
W.  R.  PYE, 
H.  CRITCHTON, 
D.  AlacLACHLAN. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

ORGANIZATION  COMMITTEE 


Your  Committee,  reviewing  the  activities  of  the  Association  for  the  past, 
view  with  pleasure  two  important  achievements. 

1.  The  increase  in  cash  membership. 

2.  The  success  of  our  venture  into  the  co-operative  field.  And  that  this 
success  is  ri;flccted  in  the  increase  of  membership. 

We  realize  that  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  for  the  farmers  of  this 
Province  to  find  the  cash  necessary  to  Iceep  up  their  membership  in  the  U.F.A. 
and  any  decline  in  membership  must  seriously  affect  the  association  and  its 
branches.  We  therefore  recommend  that  the  Convention  consider  a  reduction 
in  the  membership  dues  to  the  U.F.A.  and  anticipate  that  this  will  result  in 
considerable  increase  in  membership  and  benefit  our  co-operative  activities. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  MacLACHLAN, 
W.  J.  HOPPINS, 
I.  V.  AlACKLIN. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

INSURANCE  COMMITTEE 


111  rcpoilmg  on  the  question  ot  insurance,  as  we  see  it,  your  committee 
tccls  that  anytlung  which  v,  e  may  advocate  !nust  conform  to  the  general  policy 
oi  the  U.F.A.  '.vhich  is  the  building  of  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth  with 
all  that  that  implies. 

LIFE  INSURANCE 

The  abolition  of  the  profit  system  v\ould  change  the  whole  basis  of  Life 
Insurance  as  it  would  eliminat<;  interest  and  the  investment  value  of  money  on 
which  the  whole  fabric  of  present-day  life  insurance  is  built.  At  the  same  time 
the  need  for  such  insurance  would  disappear  as  society  itself  would  assume 
all  workers  a  competence  in  old  age  with  full  provision  for  sickness  or  pre- 
mature death.  Re  the  Life  Insurance  policies  at  present  in  force,  it  would  seem 
that  some  provision  should  be  made  by  the  new  Co-operative  state  to  return 
to  the  holders  at  least  a  part  of  their  equity  in  same. 

FIRE  INSURANCE 

The  Co-operati\  e  state  will  make  possible  a  system  of  state  insurance  on 
the  basis  of  replacement  of  actual  loss. 

As  we  have  shown  in  a  previous  report,  huge  profits  are  being  made  out 
of  fire  insurance,  particularly  on  public  buildings  which  are  the  lowest  form  of 
risk. 

We  advocate  a  Slate  system  of  fire  insurance  on  a  basis  of  actual  cost  in 
terms  of  service. 

PUBLIC  LIABILITY  AND  PROPERTY  INSURANCE 

The  necessitj'  for  this  class  of  insurance  is  increasing,  as  traffic  and  speed 
of  travel  increases.  Under  the  Co-operative  State,  we  believe  that  all  owners 
of  motor  vehicles  should  be  compelled  to  carry  this  insurance  which  would 
also  be  pro\-ided  at  cost  in  terms  of  service.  We  recognize  that  under  present 
conditions  the  cost  of  such  insurance  is  prolhbiti\e. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  A.  JOHANSEN, 
R.  PYE. 

HENRY  YOUNG. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

TRANSPORTATION  COMMITTEE 


Problems  arising  out  of  transportation  calling  for  action  on  the  part  of 
your  Board  of  Directors  have  been  comparatively  few  during  the  past  year. 

In  the  month  of  October  representations  were  made  to  the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Commerce  concerning  the  rapid  rise  in  freight  rates  on  the  Great 
Ivakes,  an  increase  of  one  hundred  per  cent  over  the  rate  prevailing  at  the 
beginning  of  the  summer.  Replying  to  our  protest  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Commerce  stated  that  the  earlier  rate  had  been  abnormally  low  on  account  of 
ruinous  competition  among  the  shipping  concerns  operating  on  the  Lakes.  He 
stated  that  the  announced  rise  to  seven  and  a  half  cents  per  bushel  had  not 
been  allowed  to  become  effective,  he  having  previously  taken  steps  to  have  the 
same  reduced  to  six  and,  a  half  cents,  recognizing  the  abnormally  low  values 
being  realized  by  the  farmer.  The  seven  and  a  half  cents  rate  was  regarded 
as  fair  under  normal  conditions. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  truck  competition  with  railroads,  in  the 
carrying  of  local  freight,  presents  an  economic  problem  which  will  have  to  be 
dealt  with  sooner  or  later. 

Meanwhile  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  exporting  farmer  is  being  called 
upr.n  to  get  under  an  unequal  share  of  the  burden  of  losses  incurred  by  our 
Transportation  systems  through  the  disastrous  decrease  in  their  general  business. 

NORAIAN  F.  PRIESTLEY, 
GEO.  E.  CHURCH, 
A.  E.  MOVER. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEE 


The  Educational  Committee  of  your  Board  desire  at  the  outset  of  their 
report  to  express  their  opinion  that  the  educational  system  of  this  Province  is 
as  up-to-date  and  progressive  as  that  of  any  Province  in  the  Dominion.  Still 
we  believe  that  the  roots  of  our  present  system  go  back  to  the  days  of  the  early 
pioneer  settlements  in  the  United  Stales  and  Upper  Canada.  At  that  time  a 
rugged  individualism  was  in  order.  The  competitive  philosophy,  still  inherent 
throughout  our  educational  system,  though  adequate  at  that  time,  has  in  our 
time  been  "weighed  in  the  balance  and  found  wanting."  It  has  literally  failed 
to  "deliver  the  goods  '  to  hosts  of  citizens  who  always  have  been,  and  still  are, 
prepared  to  do  tlieir  utmost  to  make  the  system  operative.  The  competitive 
theories  though  workable  in  the  past,  have  utterly  failed  to  work  out  in  present 
day  practice  to  the  general  welfare  of  nations  which  still  uphold  them.  They 
have  failed  to  supply  the  minimum  requirements  of  life  even  out  of  a  store 
which  is  over-abundant.  Or  if  supplying  those  needs  have  done  so  through 
the  heartbreaking  road  of  relief.  If  the  prosperity  which  many  months  ago 
"was  just  around  the  corner,"  still  continues  to  escape,  our  earnest  search,  we 
will  ultimately  be  obliged  to  question  if  it  is  ever  again  to  be  found  on  the 
competitive  road.  The  increasing  roughness  of  the  going  would  indicate  that 
we  are  rapidly  "getting  nowhere,"  and  lead  us  to  seriously  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  abandoning  our  present  course.  Civilization  is  slowing  down,  it  is 
coming  to  a  standstill,  it  is  taking  its  bearings.  If  we  have  found  our  com- 
petitive philosophy  to  be  a  failure  and  unfitted  to  present  day  conditions,  it  is 
reasonable  that  we  should  give  a  fair  trial  to  the  alternative  procedure  viz.,  the 
co-operative  one.  If  the  motive  of  profit  has  failed  to  supply  the  present  needs 
of  our  citizens,  or  paint  their  future  with  hope,  then  we  will  be  obliged  to 
substitute  another  motive  for  the  stimulation  of  human  activity. 

Your  Educational  Committee  do  therefore  recommend  that  the  motive  of 
service  be  substituted  for  that  of  profit  in  the  thinking  of  our  youth.  That  our 
educational  course  should  be  reshaped  with  this  end  in  view.  That  the  school 
of  j'outh  should  be  given  a  more  adequate  realization  of  the  increasing  inter- 
dependence of  individuals  in  modern  society.  That  their  desire  to  "do  their 
bit,"  in  that  complex  organism,  be  more  definitely  stimulated. 

The  present  aim  of  our  educational  system  is  the  development  of  intellectual 
ability.  This  ability  may  be  used  to  assist  the  individual  so  educated  in  the 
exploitation  of  the  rest  of  society. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  concurrent  with  the  develop- 
ment of  the  mental  powers  of  our  youth,  there  be  given  also  guidance  and 
direction  to  that  power,  so  that  it  may  serve  the  comm.on  good  as  well  as 
that  of  individual  alone.  As  an  illustration  of  what  your  Committee  has  in 
mind  in  its  m.ention  of  reshaping  the  educational  course,  we  will  take  the 
subject  of  arithmetic.  Many  of  the  problems  to  be  work  out  by  the  pupil, 
are  those  of  interest  and  profit.  Since  the  interest  and  profit  system  has  proved 
itself  such  a  failure,  we  recommend  that  such  problems  be  partially  eliminated 
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and  sucli  other  problems  snbstitiited  as  will  stimulate  the  development  of  the 
youth  fid  mind  along  lines  that  are  not  anti-social. 


CORRESPONDENCE  COURSE  FOR  RURAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 

STUDENTS 

Due  to  financial  distress  we  find  that  many  of  our  rural  youth  are  unable 
to  benefit  by  our  High  School  facilities,  not  because  they  lack  the  time  necessary 
to  take  the  course,  but  because  there  is  no  high  school  within  their  area,  and 
their  parents  lack  the  three  or  four  hundred  dollars  necessary  to  send  them  to 
a  distant  town  or  city  school  which  even  then  may  lack  adequate  accommodation 
and  be  enforced  to  refuse  admittance  to  outside  students. 

There  is  one  system  of  teaching  high  school  grades  that  would  bridge 
the  gap  between  o\u-  high  school  and  distant  pupils,  and  that  is  the  correspon- 
dence method.  This  system  has  been  used  in  Saskatchewan  and  has  proved  a 
success.  There  they  have  an  enrollment  of  10,000  pupils,  most  of  whom  are 
getting  the  advantage  of  a  high  school  education  that  they  would  otherwise  have 
had  to  do  without. 

It  is  admitted  that  while  a  certain  fee  of  probably  $2.00  per  ,'^ubjec.t  per  year 
be  paid  by  the  pupil,  some  of  the  cost  of  the  course  would  have  to  be  borne 
by  the  Government,  or  the  rural  areas  affected,  but  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, we  feel  it  is  imperative  that  we  extend  our  high  school  educational 
system  to  incluile  the  boys  and  girls  that  will  be  the  brains  of  our  organization 
in  the  future. 

L  V.  MACKLIN, 
MRS.  R.  PRICE, 
J.  E.  BROWN. 
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MIKUTES  OF  THE  TWENTY-FIFTH  ANITUAL  CONVENTION  OF  THE 
UNITED  FARIiLERS  OF  ALBERTA 
January  17th  to  20th,  1933 
THE  PALLISER  HOTEL,  CALOARY 


The  Convention  opened  at  10  a.m.  with  the  singing;  of  "^O 
Canada  I**  after  which  Rev,  J.  E.  Todd  pronounced  the  Invoca- 
tion, 

OPENING  ADDRESS.    The  Chairman,  Robert  G-ardiner,  M.P,,  in- 
troduced His,  Hon.  Lieut  •Governor  V/alsh,  who  gave  the  open- 
ing address. 

•  ADDRESSES  OF  \^^LGOm.  Mayor  A.  Davison  welcomed  the  dele- 
gates to  the  city. 

On  behalf  of  the  Province,  Hon,  Perren  Baker  v/elcomed  the 
Convention. 

ELECTION  0?  CHAIRMAN.    Moved  and  seconded  that  E,  J,  Garland 
M,P,,  be  asked  to  take  the  chair. 

Moved  that  nominations  close.     Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  by  A,  Rafn  that  tv/o  or  more  assistant  ch4irmen  be 
appointed  by  Mr,  Garland.    Seconded  and  carried, 

Mr.  Garland  took  the  chair, 

•  ELECTION  OF  GOMIAITTBES,     Moved  and  aeoonded  that  J.E, Brown, 
W.  Skinner  and  G,  Bevington  act  on  the  Resolutions  Committee, 
Carried , 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Order  of  Business  Committee 
be  composed  of:    John  Fowlie,     J«A, Johansen,    H,  B.  MacLeod, 
Carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Entertainment  Committee  be 
composed  of:    D.  MacLachlan,     I.B.Macklin,      W.  Hoppins, 
Carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Credentials  Committee  be  composed 
of:    R.  Pye,      H.  B.  Young,    A.  E.  Moyer.  Carried. 
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Moved  and  seconded  that  the  ushers  be: 

Greorge  Church         J.  M.  Wheatley         !•  V.  Macklin 
D.  MacLachlan  W.  Hoppins  H.  Gr.  Young. 

Carried , 

SUBJECTS  FOR  DISCUSSION.     A  statement  was  read  from  the 
Board,  suggesting  the  grouping  of  certain  subjects  for  dis- 
cussion under  various  heads,  as  follows: 

*Your  Board  is  anxious  at  this  early  stage  in  the  proceed- 
ings to  further  the  best  interest  of  the  Convention.  We 
are  living  in  a  time  which  necessitates  clear  thought  and 
urgent  action  towards  well  defined  objectives.     The  farm 
people  of  the  Province  of  Alberta  and  large  numbers  of 
other  citizens  are  looking  to  the  Convention  for  unmistak- 
able direction  as  to  the  way  out  of  the  economic  morass  in 
which  we  find  ourselves. 

To  this  end  we  are  asking  the  Convention  to  direct  the 
business  before  us  under  a  general  plan.    We  suggest  that 
you  instruct  your  committees  to  group  the  resolutions  pre- 
sented to  the  Convention  under  the  following  headings: 

1,  Declaration  of  Ultimate  Objectives, 

2,  Remedial  Measures  necessary  pending  the  attainment  of 
such  objectives, 

3,  Extension  and  strengthening  of  Organization. 

¥e  further  ask  you  to  direct  that  resolutions  should  be 
consolidated  v/here  necesssry,  or  another  resolution  sub- 
stituted where  desirable  in  order  that  the  Convention  may 
transact  its  business  efficiently  and  the  delegates  return 
home  satisfied  that  the  will  of  the  members  of  the  Assoc- 
iation has  been  ecpressed  to  the  fullest  extent  possible. 

If  the  Convention  adopts  the  plan  suggested,  we  advise 
that  matters  under  heading  Number  one  be  taken  in  hand 
immediately  following  the  presentation  and  discussion  of 
the  Financial  Report  and  the  others  in  sequence,** 

Moved  by  Mr,  Priestley  that  this  plan  be  followed. 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Yackulie  of  Lethbridge, 

Carried, 

ANNUAL  ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT.    Robert  Gardiner,  M,P., 
gave  the  annual  address  of  the  President. 

Moved  by  Rice  Sheppard  and  seconded,  that  the  report  be 
adopted  as  read.  Carried, 
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*  ANITUAL  ADDRESS  OF  THB  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  U>F.W.A.    The  President 
of  the  U.F.W.A,,  Mrs,  A.  H.  Warr,  read  her  annual  report. 

Moved  by  M,  R,  Holder,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Zipperer  that  the 
report  be  adopted  as  read.  Carried, 

AUITUAL  ADDRESS  OF  PRBSIDEKT  OF  JUNIOR  BR/'.NCH.  The  President  of 
the  Junior  Branch,  Wilfred  Hoppins,  of  Huxley,  presented  his 
annual  address. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  adopted  as  read. 
Carried. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS.     H.  B.  MacLeod  read  the 
annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  directors*  report  be  adopted. 
Carried. 

The  Convention  adjourned  at  12:30  to  meet  again  st  2  p.m. 


Tuesday  Afternoon 

The  Convention  assembled  at  2  p.m.  with  Mr.  Oarland  in  the 
Chair, 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT! .  UNITED  FARMERS  OF  ALBERTA.       ^  jj^  jj^ 
Robertson,  G.A.,  Auditor  for  the  Association,  read  the  report 
which  he  had  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  with  some 
additional  (explanations. 

The  Financial  Statements  for  the  year  ending  November  30th, 
1932  were  read  by  Mr.  Robertson. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  statement  he  adopted. 

After  a  number  of  questions  had  been  replied  to  by  Mr, 
Robertson,  Mr.  Priestley  and  the  Chairman,  the  motion  to  adopt 
was  carried  unanimously. 

A  VOTE  OF  THANICS  TO  THE  UNITED  GRAIN  GROWERS,  Ltd.     Mr,  N.  V. 

Fearnehough  moved:   

"That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be  extended  to  the  United  Grain 
Growers,  Ltd.,  for  their  very  generous  contribution.** 

Seconded,  and  carried  unanimously. 


CONVENT  I  ON  BROADCASTS,    Mr.  Priestley  read  telegrams  from  H.W. 
Leonard,  Lloydminster ,  A, J.Macauley,  President  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Canada,  Saskatchewan  Section,  and  others,  express- 
ing appreciation  of  the  broadcasts  of  the  Convention. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS,  "THE  U,F>A.'*    The  Audi  tor  »s  report  to 
the  Bbard  of  Directors  was  read  by  Mr.  Robertson,  followed  by 
the  balance  sheet  and  the  statement  of  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture for  the  year  ending  November  30th,  1932, 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  adopted. 

After  a  number  of  questions  had  been  replied  to  by  Mr. 
Robertson  and  Mr.  Priestley,  the  motion  to  adopt  was  carried 
unanimously, 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.    Mr,  J.  A.  Fowlie  recommended  on  behalf 
of  the  Order  of  Business  Committee  that  the  Report  of  the 
Co-operative  Committee  be  considered. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  recommendation  be  accepted. 
Carried, 

REPORT  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  COMMITTEE.  The  report  of  the  Co- 
operative Committee  was  read  by  Norman  F.  Priestley, 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  adopted. 

A  number  of  questions  were  answered  regarding  the  activ- 
ities and  objectives  of  the  U,F,A.  Co-operative  Comraittee, 

A  motion  to  adopt  was  carried  unanimously, 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.  J,  A.  Fowlie,  Chairman  of  the  Order  of 
Business  Committee,  moved  that  the  next  Order  of  Business 
be  the  Declaration  of  Ultimate  Objectives. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

PRIVILEGES  OF  THE  FLOOR.    L,  Bone  moved  that  the  privileges 
of  the  floor  be  accorded  to  all  U,F,A,  representatives  in 
the  Federal  and  Provincial  Parliaments, 

Seconded, 

George  Church  moved  in  amendment  that  the  name  of  W,  Nor- 
man Smith,  Editor  of  '^The  U,F,A,'»  be  included. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  the  mover  and  seconder  of 
the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 
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DECLARATION  OF  ULTILIATE  OBJECTIVES.  The  Declaration  of  Ultim- 
*  ate  Objectives  was  read  by  Mr,  Priestley, 

Moved  and  seconded  that  consideration  be  left  over  until 
Wednesday,  Lost. 

Mr,  Cameron  moved  that  the  Declaration  be  considered  para- 
graph by  paragraph. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  paragraph  1,  section     (l)  be  adopted. 

1.  A  community  freed  from  the  domination  of  irresponsible  fi- 
nancial and  economic  power,  in  v/hich  all  social  means  of  pro- 
duction and  distribution,  including  land,  are  socially  owned 
and  controlled  either  by  voluntary  organized  groups  of  produc- 
ers and  consumers,  or  —  in  the  case  of  the  major  public  ser- 
vices and  utilities  and  such  productive  and  distributive  enter- 
prises as  can  be  conducted  most  efficiently  when  owned  in 
common  --  by  public  corporations  responsible  to  the  people's 
elected  representatives. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  words  "including  land"  be  struck 
out. 

After  considerable  discussion  the  previous  question  was 
moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

The  amendment  was  lost,  five  delegates  voting  for it. 

The  motion  to  adopt  was  carried. 

Paragraph  2,  section  (1)  was  moved  and  seconded, 

2,  Since  in  the  advance  stages  of  the  present  competitive 
or  capitalisitic  social  order,   the  key  to  economic  power  is 
possessed  by  those  who  are  in  control  of  the  mechanism  of 
finance,   the  transfer  of  such  control  from  private  interests 
to  bodies  responsible  solely  to  the  people's  representatives 
is  an  essential  step  towards  the  attainment  of  the  Co-oper- 
ative Commonwealth.    Until  such  transfer  is  effected,  it 
will  be  impossible  to  establish  firmly,  beyond  danger  of 
attack,  any  co-operative  enterprise  whether  this  be  comun- 
ally  owned  or  owned  by  a  group  of  producers  or  consumers, 

Carrried, 


Paragraph  3,   section  (l)  was  moved  and  seconded. 


3.  The  transfer  of  control  of  financial  institutions  to  the 
people,  and  the  consequent  substitution  of  the  policy  of 
Social  Credit  for  the  existing  policy,  will  not  be  attainable 
until  social  units  are  organized  in  sufficient  strength  to 
free  themselves  from  dependence  upon  the  present  strongly  en- 
trenched private  interests.    These  interests  dictate  policy 
to  the  governments  of  all  the  industrially  advanced  states  of 
the  world,  as  well  £  s  to  their  economic  dependencies.  The 
prior  condition  of  any  advance  towards  the  Go-operative  Comm- 
onwealth therefore,   is  the  mobilization  in  social  units  of 
the  masses  of  the  people. 

Moved  hy  G-eorge  Bevington  in  amendment  that  the  first  line 
be  amended  to  read:     '*The  transfer  of  financial  control  to 
the  people",  etc. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

The  paragraph  as  amended  \\  as  carried  unanimously. 
Paragraph  4,   section  (l)  was  moved  and  seconded.  Carried, 

4.  The  private  interests  which,  during  the  epock  of  capital- 
ism, are  the  arbiters  of  policy  in  industry  and  in  the  state, 
do  not  hesitate  to  make  use  of  every  available  means  to  main- 
tain their  position  of  dominance,    Financial  power  is  now  su- 
preme.    This  power,  together  with  economic  power,   is  exercised, 
directly  or  indirectly,   in  every  field  of  human  activity,  in- 
cluding the  political.    Those  elements  in  society  which  are 
cohcerned  to  bring  about  the  establishment  of  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth  must  therefore  extend  their  efforts,   in  order  to 
succeed,  over  an  equally  wide  field  of  activities.    There  is 

no  single  method  by  which  alone  their  task  can  be  accomplished. 
Voluntary  co-operation  in  production  and  distribution;  politi- 
cal action,  and  education  and  press  --  all  these  means  must 
be  employed  efficiently,  or  there  can  be  no  reasonable  hope 
of  success. 

The  motion  to  adopt  paragraph  5,  section  (l)  was  moved  and 
seconded, 

5.  The  necessity  for  the  rapid  development  of  social  units, 
and  the  acquirement  by  individual  members  of  such  units  of  an 
intelligent  understanding  of  the  nature  and  evolution  of  social 
forces,  is  the  more  pressing  in  that  the  existing  order  appears 
to  be  approaching  its  period  of  decline,  if,  indeed,  that  per- 
iod has  not  already  been  reached.     Unless  the  masses  of  the 
people  become  equipped  to  take  control  of  social  policy,  the 
passing  of  the  competitive  social  order  will  be  marked  by  great 
confusion  and  suffering  and  hardship.      These  evils  will  be 
much  more  acute  than  any  that  have  been  experienced  hitherto 

in  modern  times;  and  the  outcome  may  be  the  creation,  not  of 
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a  new  social  order  such  as  the  majority  of  mankind  would  desire, 
"but  of  a  dictatorship  of  those  elements  which  now  dominate  in 
the  old,  endowed  with  far  more  tyrannical  powers  than  it  has 
been  possible  for  them  to  exercise  during  the  period  of  cap- 
italism. 

Carried  unanimously. 

Paragraph  6,  section  (1)  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried, 

6,  Because  community  of  industrial  interest  is  the  basis  upon 
which  any  group  of  the  people  can  most  easily  organize,  it  is 
on  this  basis,  primarily,  that  organization  needs  to  be  under- 
taken.    Organization  on  an  industrial  basis  will  not  involve 
the  narrowing  of  social  sympathies  when  undertaken  by  men  and 
women  who  realize  that  it  is  desirable  and  necessary  ass.  means 
to  the  achievement  of  social  ends.     It  will  involve,  on  the 
contrary,  a  training  in  habits  of  co-operative  within  each  in- 
dustrial unit,  and  at  the  same  time  the  preparation  of  the  in- 
dustrial unit,  for  co-operation  with  other  social  units  in  the 
effort  to  realize  broad  social  purposes.    This  co-operative  will 
lead  to  common  action  by  all  such  units  to  bring  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth  into  being. 

Paragraph  7,  section  (l)  was  moved  and  seconded.  Carried, 

7,  The  present  capitalistic  economic  system,   in  the  course  of 
its  development,  has  brought  about  an  increase  in  the  produc- 
tive capacity  of  the  advanced  states  of  the  world  such  as  was 
undreamed  of  in  any  preceding  epoch.     It  has  provided  the  plant 
and  equipment  necessary  to  maintain  a  high  standard  of  well- 
being  for  all.     Its  failure  --  and  the  failure  is  tragic  and 
collossal,   is  in  the  field  of  distribution.     Its  productivity 
results  in  the  glutting  of  markets  with  goods  which  cannot  be 
consumed,  because  it  fails  to  provide  the  masses  of  consumers 
with  purchasing  pov/er  sufficient  to  the  acquirement  of  the  sum 
total  of  the  consumers*  goods  produced,    M  detailed  analysis 

of  the  operation  of  the  system,  including  the  phenomena  of  so- 
called  business  cycles,   is  beyond  the  scope  of  the  present 
memorandum;  but  the  results  of  the  operation  of  the  system 
are  painfully  apparent.     Unemployment  increases  in  ratio  v/ith 
the  volume  of  unsold  goods.    The  building  of  indebtedness  which 
can  in  the  long  run  be  discharged  only  through  bankruptcy  or 
repudiation  in  one  form  or  another,  is  characteristic  of,  and 
inherent  in  the  system.    Poverty,  destitution,  want,  and  econ- 
omic warfare  culminating  in  military  warfare  are  among  its 
fruits. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  paragraph  8,  section  (l)  be  adopted. 
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8.    The  forces  of  production  developed  under  capitalism  can 
be  operated  to  the  full  extent  necessary  to  provide  for  all 
social  needs  without  danger  of  glut.    This  becomes  possible 
because,  through  Social  Credit,  purchasing  power  in  the  hands 
of  consumers  is  at  all  times  adequate  to  acquire  the  goods 
produced.    The  building  up  of  indebtedness  through  interest, 
profit  and  economic  rent  has  ceased.    Money  ceases  to  be  a 
comjiiodity;     it  ceases  to  be,  through  monopoly,  the  master  of 
man,  as  it  is  today,  and  becomes  instead  his  servant,  "finance" 
being  merely  an  ogent  for  the  transfer  of  goods  and  services,  . 
The  benefits  of  machinery  and  technical  equipment,   insofar  as  th) 
these  are  a,  social  inheritance  from  preceding  generations,  are 
shared  equally  by  all  members  of  the  community  through  Social 
Credit,     In  view  of  the  abundance  poured  forth  by  industrial 
plant,  as    when  and  where  required,  the  problem  of  determin- 
ing what  share  each  producer  shall  recieve  for  work  done, 
ceases  to  be  a  matter  of  serious  importance.     The  age  of  plenty 
which  is  now  inaugurated  is  the  age  of  the  Leisure  State,  in 
which  for  the  firsttime  in  history,  the  possibility  of  self- 
development  is  extended  to  every  citizen. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  I,V,MaGklin  that  the  words; "The  mas- 
ters of  man  asit  is  today"  in  the  eighth  line  be  struck  out. 

Seconded  and  lost. 

The  motion  to  adopt  was  carried, 

ASSISTANT  CHAIRMAN.     Mrl   Garland  announced  that  in  compliance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Convention,  he  had  chosen  three 
assistant  chairmen:     Norman  Priestley,     Hugh  Critchlow  and  I, 
V,  Macklin, 

Moved  and  seconded  that  paragraph  (a)  section  (2)  be  adopted. 

Resolved  that  we  advocate  as  steps  toward  a  co-operative  common- 
^  wealth: 

{0^{^)  Nationalization  of  currency  and  credit  by  which  is  meant  that 
the  Treasury  Board  of,  Canada  shall  issue  and  control  all  instru- 
ments used  in  the  monetary  system  without  either  metal  or  other 
commodity  as  base,  but  based  on  the  national  credit  and  redeem- 
able in  goods  and  services.     In  this  way,  finance  would  serve 
industry,  and  not  control  it  as  at  present.     These  instruments 
to  be  issued  and  circulated  at  a  charge  not  to  exceed  the  cost 
of  physical  production  and  issuance  without  interest  or  debt; 
in  other  words,  a  currency  system  designed  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  a  development  co-operative  social  system. 
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N.  V.  Fearnehough  moved  in  amendment  that  after  the  word 
"industry"  in  the  s4«th  line  that  the  word  "consumption" 

should  be  added,  r-f"'"'' 

The  amendment  was  lost,  a  second  show  of  hands  being  nec- 
essary to  enable  the  Chairman  to  decide, 

Paragraph  (a)  was  carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  paragraph  (b) ,  section  (2)  be 
adopted, 

(b)  That  a  social  and  economic  council  be  set  up  for  the  pur- 
pose of  developing  a  planned  economy.  Carried, 

Moved  and  seconded  that  paragraph  (c),  section  (2)  be 
adopted, 

(c)  That  we  favor  public  ownership  or  socialization  of  all 
natural  resources  industrial  and  distributive  equipment  essen- 
tial to  the  welfare  of  society, '  Carried, 

Moved  and  seconded  that  paragraph  (d) ,  section  (2)  be 
adopted, 

(d)  A  foreign  policy  designed  to  secure  international  co- 
operative in  the  fields  of  trade,  industry  and  finance  and 
to  promote  world  peace.  Carried, 

Moved  and  seconded  that  paragraph  (e),  section  (2)  be 
adopted, 

(e)  A  revision  of  the  constitution  of  Canada  and  a  re-def- 
ining of  the  responsibilities  of  Federal  and  Provincial  auth- 
orities, to  the  end  that  our  constitution  will  be  more  in 
harmony  with  the  economic  requirements  of  the  age  and  recog- 
nizing that  the  state  exists  for  the  individual  and  not  the 
individual  for  the  state.  Carried, 

At  5:30  o'clock  Mr,  Critchlow  took  the  Chair. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  section  (3)  of  the  Declaration  of 
Ultimate  Objectives  be  adopted. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  consideration  of  this  section  be 
deferred  until  Wednesday  afternoon  in  order  to  allow  the 
U.F.W.A,  delegates  to  be  present.  Carried, 

R3MEDIAL  OR  TEMPORARY  MEASURES. 

1,  Resolved,  that  in  the  present  crisis  and  during  the  trans- 
ition period  before  us,  we  believe  it  is  of  paramount  impor- 
tance that  citizens  should  enjoy  the  greatest  sense  of  security 
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in  their  homes  and  that  every  measure  possible  be  taken  to 
acGomplish  that  end, 

(2)     Whereas,  the  Provincial  G-overnment  has  announced  their 
intention  of  passing  legislation  in  conjunction  with  other 
provinces  embodying  the  following  principles: 

(a)  No  action  against  a  resident  farmer  for  the  collection 
of  any  debt  can  be  commenced  unless  the  creditor  ob- 
tains from  the  Debt  Adjustment  Director  a  certificate 
authorizing  the  taking  of  proceedings, 

(b)  The  recognition  by  the  creditors  of  the  principle  that 
the  farmers  living  expenses,  harvesting  charges  and 
taxes,  are  a  first  charge  against  the  proceeds  of  the 
crop. 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  endorse  this  proposed  legislation 
but  believe  that  all  necessary  costs  of  annual  production  should 
also  constitute  a  first  charge. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  paragraph  (l)  under  Remedial  or  Tem- 
porary Measures  be  adopted.  Carried, 

Moved  and  seconded  that  paragraph  (2)  be  adopted. 


After  discussion  George  Wall  moved  that  the  paragraph  be 
tabled  until  after  adjournment.  Carried, 


CALGARY  CITY  GQUNGIL.    The  following  resolution  was  read  by 
Mr.  Fowlie,  Chairman  off  the  Order  of  Business  Committee; 

Whereas  through  the  decrease  in  the  volume  of  the  circu- 
lating medium  brought  about  by  the  action  of  National  and 
International  financiers,  the  value  of  each  unit  of  that 
circulating  medium  has  been  tremendously  increased:  and 

Whereas,  though  the  number  of  units  of  payment  of  deben- 
ture contracts  remain  the  same  the  actual  content  of  each 
unit  has  been  altered,  thereby  inreality  actually  altering 
the  contract;  and 

Whereas,  the  Dominion  Government  has  defaulted  by  failing 
to  make  available  to  the  City  of  Calgary  at  par  gold  for  the 
payment  of  such  obligations  of  the  City  as  are  payable  in 
gold;  and 

Whereas,  the  exchange  "racket"  has  still  further  altered 
the  debenture  contracts  to  the  further  advantage  of  the 
holders  to  the  amount  of  the  exchange;  and 

Whereas  we  understand  that  the  city  of  Calgary  has  been 
and  is  ready  to  meet  the  payment  of  principal  and  interest: 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  note  with  satisfaction 
and  approval  the  action  of  the  Calgary  City  Council  in  refus- 
ing to  meet  the  demand  fo^:  payment  of  this  exchange. 
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Moved,  seconded  and  carried  with  applause. 

IiESSAOES  OF  REGRET  TO  MISS  BaTEMAU  AND  MR.  J.K.SUTHERmND.  Mr. 
MacLachlan  moved  that  the  Convention  send  messages  to  Miss  F, 
Bateman,  Secretary  of  the  Association,  and  to  J.K.Sutherland, 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  regretting  that  they  were 
prevented  by  illness  from  being  present  at  the  Convention, 

Seconded  and  carried. 

The  Convention  adjouimed  at  6:05  p.m. 


Tuesday  Evening 

Following  a  musi.cal  program,  and  a  five  minutes'   talk  by 
Rev,  Mr,  Todd,  the  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  8  p.m. 

,  ADDRESS  0?  HON,  J.E.LYMBURN.     Hon.  H.F.Lymburn,  Attorney-Gen- 
eral addressed  the  Convention. 

^    FRATERNAL  DELEGATE .    Mrs.  Lucas,  representing  the  United  Far- 
mers of  Canada,  Saskatchewan  Section,  was  introduced  as  the 
official  delegate  from  that  body. 

There  was  a  very  long  question  period  during  which  Mr,  Lym- 
burn  gave  information  with  reference  to  the  powers  of  the  Pro- 
vince and  of  the  Dominion,  in  regard  to  Debt  Adjustment  legis- 
lation; 

MESSAGE  FROM  PREMIER  BRQWNLBE.  A  statement  was  read  from  Pre- 
mier J.E.Brownlee  who  was  unable  to  be  prei:ent,  his  attendance 
being  required  at  Ottawa,     The  statement  was  read  by  H.B. Mac- 
Leod. 

Colonel  Robinson  moved  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  L5nn- 
burii  for  his  kindness  in  so  carefully  answering  the  questions 
put  to  him. 

Seconded  by  Mr,  Johansen  who  asked  that  there  be  included 
with  that  resolution  thanks  to  the  Premier  for  his  splendid 
message.  Carried. 

The  Convention  adjourned. 


Wednesday  Morning 
CALGARY  BY-ELECTION.    Moved  by  Mr.  Fearnehough  and  seconded: 


•*That  this  Convention  extend  to  Miss  Turner  its  best  and 
most  hearty  wishes  for  success,  and  hopes  that  her  victory 
at  the  polls  will  be  a  forerunner  of  many  more  to  be  won 
by  the  G.G.F,   in  Canada", 

Carried, 


REMEDIAL  OR  TEMPORARY  I^IBASURBS,    Paragraph  2,  under  heading 
"Remedial  or  Temporary  Measures"  on  fourth  page  of  "Declara- 
tion of  Ultimate  Objectives", 

2,  Whereas,  the  Provincial  Grovernment  has  announced  their 
intention  of  passing  legislation  in  conjunction  with  other 
provinces  embodying  the  following  principles: 

(a)  No  action  against  a  resident  farmer  for  the  collection 
of  any  debt  can  be  commenced  unless  the  creditor  obtains 
from  the  Debt  Adjustment  Director  a  certificate  author- 
izing the  taking  of  proceedings, 

(b)  The  recognition  by  the  creditors  of  the  -principle  that 
the  farmers  living  expenses,  harvesting  charges  and  taxes 
are  a  first  charge  against  the  proceeds  of  the  crop. 

Be  it  resolved,   that  we  endorse  this  proposed  legislation 
but  believe  that  all  necessary  costs  of  annual  production 
should  also  constitute  a  first  charge. 

Moved  that  the  resolution  dealing  with  Debt  Adjustment  Aist 
and  moratorium  be  taken  from  the  table. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  words  "harvesting  charges "be 
deleted  and  "farming  costs"  be  substituted  therefor. 

An  amendment  to  the  amendment  to  substitute  the  word  "op- 
erating" for  the  word"  farming",  was  later  withdrawn. 

It  was  then  moved  that  the  word  "believe"  be  struck  out  and 
the  word  "insist"  be  substituted  therefor. 

Seconded,  carried. 

Discussion  was  resumed  on  the  resolution  as  amended  and  a 
delegate  affered  a  further  amendment: 

"That  the  Provincial  Gi-overnment  establish  a  tribunal  to  es- 
tablish the  average  cost  of  farm  products,  and  that  it  be  fur- 
ther resolved  that  the  debtor  shall  not  be  subject  to  examin- 
ation as  to  his  ability  to  pay  debts  until  such  time  as  selling 
costs  exceed  the  price  of  production". 
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Mr,  Fraser  moved  as  a  sub-amendment: 

•*That  no  certificate  be  issued  by  the  Debt  Adjustment  Board 
until  the  creditor  agrees  to     ccept  the  payment  of  that 
debt  on  the  basis  of  the  price  of  farm  products  at  the  time 
the  debt  was  contracted". 

No  seconder. 

The  previous  question  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost. 

The  motion  as  amended  was  put  to  a  vote  and  carried, 

EI:EGTIuN  Qg  PRESIDENT,    The  following  were  nominated: 

H.B, MacLeod,  High  River 
Robert  Grardiner,  M.P.,  Excel 
Norman  F,  Priestley,  Calgary 

H,  Critchlow,  Barrhead 

E,  J.  'Jar land,  M.P,,  Gleichen 

I,  V,Macklin,  Grande  Prairie 
H, W.Wood,  Calgary 

Col,  Robinson,  Calgary 

William  Irvine,  M,P,,  Wetaskiwin 

George  Bevington,  Winterburn 

Moved  and  seconded  that  nominations  close.  Carried. 

All  nominees  withdrew  in  favor  of  Mr,  Gardiner,  who  was 
declared  elected. 

The  Convention  adjourned. 


V/ednesday  Afternoon 

Mr,  Garland  took  the  Chair  at  2  p.m.  and  made  some  announce- 
ments for  the  guidance  of  those  delegates  who  wished  to  give 
assistance  in  the  Calgary  By-Elect  ion, 

THE  ELECTION  OP  VICE  PRSSIDENT.    The  following  were  nominated: 

Norman  F,  Priestley 
H,B, MacLeod, 

George  Bevington 
Hugh  Critchlow 
J,  A,  Johansen 
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Moved  that  nominations  be  closed.     Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  by  A,  Rafn  that  this  Association  elect  a  second  Vice- 
President  for  the  coming  year.  Seconded, 

Mr,  Garland  ruled  that  a  constitutional  amendment  could  not 
be  accepted  from  the  floor  of  the  Convention, 

Moved  and  seconded  in  substitution  for  the  original  motion 
that  the  Board  of  Directors  be  instructed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  to  provide  for 
the  election  of  a  second  Vice-President  and  to  report  back  to 
this    Convention  today.  Carried, 

Mr,  Johansen,  Mr,  MacLeod,  Mr,  Gritchlow  and  Mr.  Beving- 
ton  withdrew, 

Mr,  Garland  therefore  declared  Mr,  Priestley  to  be  elected 
by  acclamation  as  Vice-President  of  the  Association  for  the 
coming  year. 

This  announcement  was  greetj^with  applause, 

Mr,  Critchlow  took  the  chair  at  2:15  o'clock 

DECLARP.TI-JN  OF  ULTIT^TE  OBJECT  IVES,  Consideration  of  Declar- 
ation of  Ultimate  Objectives  was  resumed. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  paragraph  3,  Collection  of  Debts 
under  Remedial  Measures,  be  adopted,   (Stettler  Provincial  C.A.) 

3,    Whereas,  a  large  percentage  of  the  farmers*  debts  were 
contracted  during  high  prices  of  farm  products,  and 

Whereas,  on  account  of  the  unprecedented  and  unexpected 
fall  in  farm  product  prices  these  debts  have  more  than  doubled, 
and 

Whereas,  it  is  impossible  for  farmers  to  pay  their  debts 
under  present  conditions  and  also  provide  a  decent  living  for 
their  families; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  the  Provincial  Government 
refuse  creditors  the  use  of  our  courts  for  the  collection  of 
these  debts  unless  creditors  are  prepared  to  accept  settle- 
ment on  a  basis  of  prices  of  farm  products  in  existence  at 
the  time  the  debt  was  contracted. 

The  motion  was  carried  by  a  light  vote. 
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Moved  and  seconded  that  paragraph  4  "be  adopted, 

4,  Measures  designed  to  bring  about  a  more  equitable  distri- 
bution of  T/ealth,  including  taxation  measures,  especially  in- 
come and  inheritance  taxes.  Carried, 

Moved  and  seconded  that  paragraph  5  be  adopted, 

5,  Resolved  that  a  central  marketing  board  be  set  up  to  handle 
all  primary  products. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  following  be  added:  •*and  that 
the  price  of  these  commodities  be  set  within  the  country,"  Lost 

The  original  motion,  "Resolved  that  a  central  marketing  board 
be  set  up  to  handle  all  primary  products",  was  put  to  the  vote 
and  carried. 

6,  Resolved,   that  this  Convention  request  the  Dominion  G-overn- 
ment  to  relieve  the  present  disastrous  condition  of  agriculture 
in  Western  Canada  by  at  once  inflating  the  currency  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  bring  the  Canadian  dollar  to  at  least  a  par  with 
the  British  pound,  and  so  enable  usto  take  advantage  of  the 
present  trade  agreements  reached  at  Ottawa,  and  so  obtain  a  mar- 
ket for  at  least  a  part  of  our  products. 


Moved  by  I,  D,  Taylor  and  seconded, 

REPORT  ON  BANKING  AND  CREDIT.  The  Order  of  Business  Committee 
recommended  that  the  statement  of  the  Committee  on  Banking  and 
Credit,  be  now  read.        Seconded  and  carried. 

The  report  was  read  by  George  Bevington,  (Appended,; 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Bank- 
ing and  Credit  be  adopted  as  read.  Carried, 

Mr,  Johansen  moved  in  amendment  that  the  words  '*at  least  a.t 
par  with  the  British  pound"  be  struck  out  and  the  words  "to 
meet  Canadian  meeds"  be  substituted  therefor. 

Moved  and  seconded  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  that  there 
be  substituted  for  the  words  "at  least  to  a  par  with  the  Brit- 
ish pound"  the  following:  "to  bring  the  Canadian  dollar  to  a 
level  approximately  the  same  as  the  currency  of  our  chief  com- 
petitors in  the  export  market**. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  carried. 

The  resolution,  as  amendment  reads: 
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?fResolved  that  this  Convention  request  the  Dominion  G-overn- 
ment  to  relieve  the  present  disastrous  condition  of  agriculture, 
in  Canada,  by  at  once  inflating  the  currency  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  bring  the  Canadian  dollar  to  a  level  approximately  the 
same  as  the  currency  of  our  chief  competitors,  and  so  enable  us 
to  take  advantage  of  the  present  trade  agreements  reached  at 
Ottawa,  and  so  obtain  a  market  for  at  least  a  part  of  our  pro- 
ducts." 

Seconded  and  carried, 

REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  CQIMITTEE.     H.  G.  Young  reported  on  behalf 
of  the  Credentials  Committee!    '^There  are  32,8  delegates  regis- 
tered whose  credentials  are  acceptable.    U.F.A^  223 

U.F.W.A.  86 
District  Association  22 
Federal  Constituency  Associations  6 
Provincial  Constituency  Associations  11 

3^ 

We  recommend  that  the  Pool  rate  be  ^11,00  including  val- 
idation fee," 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  Credentials 
Committee  be  adopted.  Carried,   

CO  OPERATIVE  COyJOmVEALTH  FEDERATION.  Moved  and  seconded  that 
Section  III  of  "Declaration  of  Ultimate  Objectives  be  taken 
from  the  table. 


Ill    Whereas,  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  in  successive 
annual  conventions  have  developed  well-defined  policies  of 
social  reconstruction,  and  have  declared  that  these  policies 
can  only  be  completely  realized  in  the  attainment  of  the  Co- 
operative ComiTionwealth,  and 

l7  Whereas,  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth  can  be  attained 
only  through  legislative  action  in  the  Parliament  and  Legis- 
latures of  Canada,  3.nd  _^ 

Wherea.s,  success  in  such  legislative  action  will  only 
be  possible  through  the  co-operation  of  the  farmers  with 
other  social  units  throughout  the  Dominion,  and 

[^Whereas,  at  a  conference  held  in  Calgary  on  August  1st, 
1932  a  national  organization  known  as  the  Co-operative  Comm- 
onwealth Federation  was  provisionally  set  up  as  an  effective 
means  to  such  co-operative  between  social  units; 
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Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  directs 
the  Central  Board  of  our  Association  to  affiliate  with  the 
Co-operative  Commonwealth  Federation;   it  being  understood 
that  in  affiliating  with  the  Federation  we  retain  at  all 
times  our  identity  and  our  autonomy  as  an  economic  group, 
in  accordance  with  the  Declaration  of  Principles  adopted 
by  the  Association  in  Annual  Convention,      Carried,  1 

-J 

Mr,  Fearnehough  moved  the  following  amendment? 

"And  be  it  further  resolved  that  we  urge  the  Executive 
of  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth  Federation  to  take  such 
steps  as  they  may  deem  advisable,  and  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  formulate  a  concrete  plan  for  putting  into  operation  the 
ideals  enunciated  in  the  G,G,F,  platform.    And  to  this  end 
we  recommend  that  they  enlist  the  advice  and  co-operation 
of  such  economists,  engineers,  technologists,  etc.,  as  are 
in  favor  of  the  C.G.F,  movement." 

Seconded , 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

The  original  motion  on  being  put  was  ca,rried  with  two 
dissenting  votes.  Applause, 

CURRENCY  INFLATION.  Resolution  #7  (Declaration  of  Ultimate 
Objectives! 

7,    Whereas,  Grovernment  and  other  collectors  have  used  bluff 
and  clever  practices  to  secure  from  debtors  collections,  con 
cessions,  and  pledges  of  further  securities,  which  they  are 
well  aware  they  could  not  sedure  through  recourse  to  law,  in 
some  cases  leaving  the  debtor  destitute  while  in  others  in- 
ducing wives  to  sign  away  their  dower  rights; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  severely  condemn  such  conduct 
and  ask  our  government  to  use  every  endeavor  to  prevent  such 
methods,** 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried, 

INTRODUCTION  OF  NEW  PRESIDENT  U,F.V/,A,     Mrs.  Price,  the  new 
President  of  the  U.F.W.A.  was  introduced  to  the  Convention 
and  was  given  an  enthusiastic  welcome, 

REDUCTION  OF  MElffiERSHIP  DUES.  #4  (Covering  also  Nos,  180, 
181,  aEd  182)    l[East  &  West  Calgary  Federal  C.A.) 
4.    Resolved  that  the  U.F.A,  membership  dues  to  Central 
Office  be  reduced  to  11,00, 


Moved  and  seconded. 
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Moved  "by  Mr.  Sheppard,  seconded  by  Mr,  Johansen  that 
the  fee  be  $1,50;  |l,00  to  go  to  Central  Office  and  50  cents 
to  the  paper. 

After  further  discussion,  Mr,  Sheppard  asked  permission 
to  withdraw  the  amendment,  which  was  granted. 

An  amendment  that  additional  members  of  the  family  be 
admitted  for  50  cents  was  submitted  but  found  no  seconder. 

The  resolution  wa,s  carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Convention  adjourn.  Carried, 


Wednesday  Evening. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  8  p.m. 

•     ADDFQilSS,  AGNES  MACPHAIL,     M.P.      Agnes  Macphail,  M.P.,  ^ave 
an  address  which  was  received  with  great  enthusiasm, 

REPORT  '^THE  U.F.A.".     The  report  on  "5!he  U,F.A."  found  on  page 
5  of  the  Directors  Report,  and  Report  of  Standing  Committee, 
was  read,  (Appended) 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  adopted.  Carried, 

SECOND  VICE-PRESIDENT,  Mr,  Macklin  was  called  upon  to  report 
as  to  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  Board  regarding  the 
election  of  a  second  vice-president.    He  reported  that  the 
Board  considered  an  amendment  to  the  Coiist itution  would  be 
necessary  to  provide  for  a  second  vice-president,  and  recomm- 
ended that  the  suggested  amendment  be  not  made. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  with  reference  to  a 
second  vice-president  be  concurred  in.  Carried, 

♦♦TKE  U.E,A."  PAPER  No,  6  (covering  also  No,  8)     (E,  &  W, Calgary 

Fed,  C,A,) 

6,  Resolved,   that  we  request  our  U,F,A.  Executive  to  canvass 
the  situation  with  a  view  to  finding  out  whether  it  is  poss- 
ible and  feasible  to  establish  a  joint  medium  of  publicity 
which  shall  include  all  those  interests  known  as  agriculture, 
as  v/ell  as  those  known  as  Labor,  and  the  interests  of  any 
body  with  like  political  and  social  aims. 

Moved  by  George  V/all  and  seconded. 

After  a  very  long  discussion  the  resolution  was  put  to 
the  vote  and  carried. 
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A  request  was  made  by  several  delegates  for  copies  of 
Miss  Macphail's  address  and  consideration  of  this  request 
was  proraifeed  by  , the  Chairman, 

WEEICLY  U.F.A.  PAPER  #7  (Grande  Prairie  Provincial  C.A.) 

Whereas,  the  U.P.A.  has,   through  its  political  activ- 
ities, elected  and  placed  in  office  a  Provincial  G-overn- 
ment  in  Alberta  and  a  number. of  members  in  the  Dominion 
Parliament;  and 

Whereas,  the  responsibility  of  furnishing  our  elected 
representatives  with  a  publicity  or^an  that  will  ensure 
them  a  fair  hearing  before  the  electorate  rests  with  the  U.P.A; 
and 

Whereas,  our  official  organ,  "The  U.F.A,**  published 
monthly  falls  short  of  accomplishing  this  result; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  on  the  U,F,A, 

Directorate  the  necessity  of  publishing  a  weekly  newspaper 
similar  to  the  "Western  Producer"  in  Saskatchewan. 

No  mover. 

The  Convention  adjourned. 


Thursday  Morning  Session 

6FFICIAL  ORGAN  #5  (Big  Valley  to  Munson  D,A,) 

Whereas,  the  Alberta  Dairy  Pool  and  in  fact  practically 
all  co-operative  ccncerns  came  into  being  through  the  efforts 
of  the  U.F.A,  Association,  and 

Whereas,  "The  U,F,A,"  paper  has  a  larger  circulation 
than  any  other  farm  paper  in  the  province; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Association  go  on 
record  as  favoring  the  Dairy  Pool  using  the  U,F,A,  paper  as 
their  official  organ. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried, 

PROPORTIONAL  F: SPRESENTATION.  #20  (Vermilion  Provincial  C,A,) 

Resolved,  that  this  Convention  is  in  favor  of  the  adopt- 
ion of  proportional  representation  for  the  election  of  members 
to  the  Alberta  Legislature, 

Moved,      No  seconder* 
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KEDUGTIQN  IK  MEMBERS  OF  LEGISLATURE  #200  (Grouard  provincial  G.A.) 

Resolved,  that  the  representation  of  Alberta  in  the  leg- 
islature be  reduced  to  the  cabinet. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment,  end  seconded,  that  the  words  "to  the 
cabinet"  be  deleted.  Lost, 

Mr,  Taylor  moved  in  amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  "to 
the  cabinet"  and  substitute  the  words  '*to  thirty-two**.  Lost, 

The  resolution  was  lost, 

gEDUCTIOIT  GOVERNMENT  0FPIG1A.LS'   SALARIES  #23  (Grouard  Provincal 

C,S.) 

In  consideration  of  the  present  prevailing  hard  times; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  all  Government  Official  Salaries, 
commencing  with  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  be  reduced  to  a  corr- 
esponding basis  with  the  net  income  of  the  farmer. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

An  amendment  by  Mr.  Lund  to  delete  all  the  words  after  the 
word  '•reduced"  in  the  third  line  was  not  seconded. 

The  resolution  was  lost, 

DRIVERS*  LICENSES  #29  (Acadia  Provincial  C,A.) 

Whereas,  the  present  Act  respecting  drivers"  licenses  re- 
quires a  driver  to  have  his  license  on  his  person  at  all  times 
when  driving  a  car,  and 

Wherefcs,  this  is  a  decided  nuisance; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  thtt  a  driver  be  not  required  to 
have  his  license  on  his  person  v/ithin  a  radius  of  25  miles  of 
his  domicile,  but  that  in  case  of  question  by  the  authorities, 
the  proof  of  possession  of  a  license  shall  rest  with  the  driver. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  and  seconded  in  amendment  that  the  following  words 
be  struck  out  "within  a  radius  of  25  miles  of  his  domicile" 
Lost. 

The  resolution  was  lost, 

*  EXPORT  OF  GANiVDIAN  CATTLE  TO  RUSSIA     It  was  agreed  that  the 
following  resolution  submitted  for  endorsation  by  the  V/estern 
Stock  Growers  Association  be  considered: 
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"Whereas  it  is  generally  admitted  that  the  Livestock  in- 
dustry is  one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  Canadian  Agri- 
culture and  one  through  which  our  Agriculture  generally  may  he 
assisted  in  a  return  to  a  prosperous  condition  provided  remun- 
erative markets  for  our  livestock  are  developed;  and 

f/hereas  the  estimates  governing  the  numbers  of  cattle  on 
Canadian  farms  as  of  June  1st,  1932,  released  by  the  Dominion 
Bureau  of  Statistics,  as  compared  with  the  census  figures  for 
1931  show  an  increase  of  520,100  head  for  the  Dominion  and  an 
increase  of  some  282,700  head  for  the  three  prairie  provinces; 
and 

Whereas  the  inspected  slaughterings  of  cattle  and  calves 
show  a  decrease  for  1932  as  compared  to  1931;  which,   taken  in 
conjunction  v«rith  the  fact  of  increased  cattle  populations  would 
lead  to  the  assumption  that  at  the  present  time  there  are  on 
the  farms  of  Canada  considerably  larger  supplies  of  cattle 
ready  or  in  preparation  for  market  than  was  the  case  a  year 
ago ;  and 

Whereas,  the  fact  that  beef  and  beef  cattle  are  at  the 
present  time  in  serious  competition  the  world  over  with  com- 
paratively low  priced  pork,  lamb  and  poultry  products,  there- 
fore rendering  it  increasingly  important  that  every  possible 
market  outlet  for  cattle  be  very  carefully  scrutinized;  and 

Where&s  the  large  market  to  the  south  of  us  is  very 
effectually  closed  for  the  present  at  least  by  tariff  barriers; 
and 

Whereas  Great  Britain  offers  at  certain  seasons  of  the 
year  an  outlet  for  definite  classes  and  types  of  cattle;  but 
which  is  at  present  a  most  uncertain  one  for  the  Canadian 
cattleman  owing  to  the  adverse  and  fluctuating  exchange  Sit- 
uation; and 

V/hereas  v/e  understand  that  definite  negotiations  have 
been  consummated  for  an  exchange  on  a  large  scale  of  Canad- 
ian cattle  and  hides  for  Russian  products  which  are  not  in*^ 
eluded  under  the  terms  of  the  Trade  Agreements  with  Great 
Britain  as  drav/n  up  at  the  reoeiit  Tiaperial  Economic  Confer- 
ence at  Ottawa,  and  that  the  successful  conclusion  of  these 
negotiations  now  depends  on  the  endorsation  and  co-operation 
of  the  Canadian  Government;  and 

Whereas  an  export  movement  of  cattle  of  the  size  con- 
templated would  not  only  clear  this  country  of  what  is  a  sur- 
plus of  cattle,  but  would  be  of  direct  benefit  to  the  owners 
of  the  cattle  exported  and  finally  would  be  a  wonderful  stim- 
ulus to  general  levels  of  the  market  for  all  cattle  sold  in 
Canada; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  this  Twenty-fifth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  assembled  at  Cal- 
gary are  very  strongly  af  the  opinion  that  the  Prime  Minister 
and  his  Cabinet  give  their  immediate  and  favorable  considera- 
tion to  this  project." 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried, 

AUTOMOBILE  LICENSES     (Acadia  Provincial  C.A.)     30,   (also  cov- 
ering 11,  32,  38,  167,  169,  170  and  171) 

Be  it  resolved,  that  licenses  on  automobiles  be  re- 
duced to  a  flat  rate  of  $5,00  for  registration  and  plate  costs 
and  an  increase  be  made  in  the  tax  on  gasoline  to  provide 
additional  ^^evenue. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  by  H,  G,  Young  in  amendment  that  the  words  **a 
flat  rate  of  $5. 00**  be  struck  out  and  the  words  "a  minimum  of 
$5,00**  substituted. 

Seconded, 

An  amendment  to  the  amendment  which  would  have  made  the 
fee  for  new  cars  $5.00  and  for  older  cars  $2,50  was  seconded 
and  lost. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

The  original  motion  was  carried, 

REPORT  ON  YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  WORK,      The  Order  of  Business  Committee 
now  recommended  that  the  Convention  consider  the  Report  of  the 
Senior  Committee  on  Young  People's  Work,     The  report  was  read 
by  Mrs ,  Hepburn , 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  adopted.  Carried. 

GAR  LICENSES  (Alexandra  Provincial  C,A,)     31  (covering  also  168 

&  172) 

Whereas,  owing  to  car  owners  in  rural  parts  of  the  Pro- 
vince being  unable  to  use  their  cars  until  all  snow  is  gone  and 
country  roads  are  in  a  fit  condition  for  travel; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  all  car  licenses  be  charged 
for  on  a  quarterly  basis  so  that  purciiasers  of  license  plates  be 
charged  three-quarters  of  the  annual  fee  on  April  1st,  half  the 
annual  fee  on  July  1st,  and  one-quarter  the  annual  fee  on  Octo- 
ber 1st,   (Similar  Resolution  from  Battle  River  Federal  C.A.) 
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Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  after  the  word  "resolved"  the 
following  be  inserted  "if  the  present  system  of  licenxing  is 
kept  in  force".  Seconded, 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  that  the  following 
be  substituted  for  the  second  clause  "Therefore  be  it  resolved 
that  all  car  licenses  be  reduced  to  half  price  on  the  first 
day  of  June",  Lost, 

The  amendment  was  carried. 

A  further  amendment  was  moved  to  delete  the  words  "and 
one-quarter  the  annual  fee  on  October  1st",  and  to  change  the 
words  "half  the  annua.l  fee  on  July  1st"  to  -  "and  the  bals-nce 
of  the  annual  fee  on  July  1st". 

Seconded  and  carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  carried. 

Car  licenses     (as  amended)  31 

^Thereas,  owing  to  car  owners  in  rural  parts  of  the  Pro- 
vinces being  unable  to  use  their  cars  until  all  snow  is  gone 
and  country  roads  are  in  a  fit  condition  for  travel; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   if  the  present  licensing  sys- 
tem is  kept  in  force,  that  all  car  licenses  be  charged  for  on 
a  quarterly  basis  so  that  purchasers  of  license  plates  be 
charged  three-quarters  of  the  annual  fee  on  April  1st  and  the 
balance  on  July  1st. 

The  Convention  adjourned  until  2  p.m. 


Thursday  Afternoon 

Mr.  Garland  took  the  Chair  at  2  p.m. 

FxiRM  IS^IACHIKgRY  PRICES     (Claresholm  U.F.A.  Local)  187 

Whereas,   the  prices  of  agricultural  machinerj?"  and  repairs 
remain  high  in  relation  to  the  present  prices  of  agricultural 
products,  in  view  of  the  hardship  created  to  the  producers  as  a 
result  of  this  wrong  relationship  of  prices,  because  of  his  in- 
ability to  care  for  the  depreciation  on  his  machinery; 


27  - 


Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  appointment 
of  a  comnission ,  with  a  view  to  investigation  and  regulation 
of  prices  of  farm  machinery  and  repairs. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried, 

EQUAL  RIGHTS  IN  TARIFF  MATTERS.   (Grande  Prairie  U.F.A. Local)  185 

Whereas,  the  Empire  Economic  Conference  agreed  v/ith  res- 
pect to  Empire-grov/n  wheat  that  the  six-cent  preference  could 
be  removed  if  and  when  Empire  producers  were  unable  or  unwill? 
ing  to  supply  the  British  market  at  world  prices,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  national  prosperity  will  not  be 
achieved  by  applying  one  principle  to  certain  classes  and 
another  principle  to  other  classes; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  principle  applied  to 
the  Canadian  wheat  grower  be  also  applied  to  the  Canadian  manu- 
facturer, viz.,  that  their  protection  be  taken  away  if  and  when 
they  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  supply  their  goods  to  the  Can- 
adian consumer  at  world  prices. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

GASOLINE  TAX     (Acadia  Provincial  C.A.)  39 

Whereas,  the  present  system  of  collecting  gasoline  tax 
on  gasoline  used  for  agricultural  purposes  works  a  hardship 
on  the  user  in  that  it  deprives  him  of  the  use  of  his  money 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Act  be  so  amended 
that  this  tax  shall  be  remitted  at  time  of  purchase,  and  an 
affidavit  that  the  gasoline  is  to  be  used  for  agricultural 
purposes  shall  be  accepted  then,  as  this  affidavit  must  be 
signed  in  any  case. 

Moved  and  seconded, 

Mr.  Hooper  moved  in  amendment  that  the  words  following 
"purchase"  in  the  fifth  line  be  struck  out. 

Seconded  and  ca.rried. 

The  motion  as  amended  was  carried. 

TRACTOR  FUEL.     (Serviceberry  D.A./  40. 


Whereas,  the  Provincial  Government  is  the  custodian  of 
our  natural  resources  for  the  good  of  the  people,  and 
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Whereas,  farmers  find  it  impossible  to  obtain  fuel  at  a 
fair  cost; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Prorincial 
(Jovernment  to  acquire  by  drilling  or  otherv/ise,  sufficient  pro- 
duction to  insure  to  agriculture  both  service  and  adequate 
supply  of  tractor  fuel. 

Moved  and  seconded, 

A  motion  to  table  was  not  accepted  by  the  chairman  who 
suggested  that  if  the  delegates  disapproved  of  the  resolution 
it  would  be  better  to  vote  it  down. 

The  resolution  was  lost, 

REVENUE  FROM  GASOLINE  TAX     (Wetaskiwin  Provincial  C,A.)  41 

Whereas,  it  has  come  to  our  notice  that  the  Alberta  Motor 
Association  at  its  annual  meeting  held  recently  in  Calgary  passed 
a  resolution  asking  that  the  government  earmark  money  collected 
from  car  licenses  and  gasoline  tax  to  be  spent  on  highways,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  this  road  program  should  be  mater- 
ially reduced  during  this  period  of  depression; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  we  are  decidedly  opposed  to 
earmarking  any  money  collected  from  car  licenses  and  gasoline 
tax  for  highv/ay  purposes  only; 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  all  money  collected  from  car 
licenses  and  gasoline  tax  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  Province  be 
returned  to  the  municipal  districts  to  be  used  in  liquidating 
liabilities,  or  in  any  other  way  the  municipal  councils  see  fit, 
with  the  idea  of  reducing  taxes  on  land,  the  balance  to  feo  into 
general  revenue  of  the  Province  to  help  tide  over  these  trying 
times. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  that  the  resolution  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
last  clause. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  carried, 

VEHICLES  AND  HIGHV/AY  TRAFFIC  ACT.   (Pembina  Provincial  G.A,)  54 

Whereas,  the  increasing  use  of  trucks  on  dirt  roads  in  all 
weathers  is  creating  a  tremendous  burden  in  the  cost  of  upkeep 
of  said  roads,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  no  control  vested  in  Municipal  Councils 
as  to  when  trucks  operate  on  roads  within  their  boundaries; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Vehicles  and  Highway 
Traffic  Act  be  amended  so  as  to  give  power  to  Municipal  Councils 
to  exercise  control  over  trucks  operating  within  their  boundar- 
ies. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Lost. 

HORSE  mAm  VEHICLE  LIGHTS     (Ponoka  Provincial  G.A.)     55  (Also 

covering  Ko,  166) 

Whereas,  it  has  been  requested  by  motor  clubs  and  others 
that  horse-drawn  vehicles  be  compelled  to  carry  lights,  and 

Whereas,  this  would  be  a  real  inconvenience  that  would 
be  almost  impossible  to  carrj'-  out,  as  well  as  involving  an  extra 
expense  to  the  agriculturist,  and 

Whereas,  there  are  doubts  tliat  the  carrying  of  lights  by 
horse-drawn  vehicles  will  eliminate  accidents; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  do  protest  against  the 
compulsion  of  lights  being  carried  by  horse-drawn  vehicles. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

H,  Gr.  Young  moved  in  amendment  thi.t  the  last  clause  be 
amended  to  make  it  read: 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  while  we  do  not  wish  to 
discourage  the  carrying  of  lights  on  horse-drawn  vehicles,  we 
are  opposed  to  compulsory  legislation  in  this  matter,'^ 

Seconded.  Carried. 

The  amended  resolution  was  carried. 

SBIZUHE  ACT.   (Beaver  River  Provincial  G.A.)   71  (Covering  also 

No.  69  &  70) 

Whereas,  under  present  conditions  creditors'  institutions 
enjoy  too  great  an  advantage  by  means  of  the  Seizure  Act,  es- 
pecially the  machine  and  auto  companies; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Alberta  Govern- 
ment to  enact  legislation  prohibiting  vendors  from  suing  against 
purchasers  for  any  unpaid  portion  owing  on  a  machine  or  car,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  judgment  against  the  purchaser;  and  the 
machine  or  ca.r  only  shall  be  seized  for  any  unpaid  balances. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  by  Colonel  Robinson  that  after  the  word  "car**  the 
following  be  inserted  -  '*or  any  other  article'*. 
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Seconded  and  carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  carried, 

WRITII^G  DOm  OF  DEBTS     (Wainwright  Provincial  C.A,)     82,  (Cov- 
ering also  No,  153) 

Whereas,   the  great  need  today  is  more  purchasing  power  in 
the  hands  of  consumers; 

Therefore  "be  it  resolved,  that  we  recommend  the  Provincial 
G-overnment  establish  a  policy  of  writing  down  debts  owing  by  in- 
dividuals, in  the  same  proportion  as  the  fall  in  the  price  of 
commodities;  in  other  words,  that  debts  be  paid  in  the  same 
ratio  as  commodity  price  when  debts  were  contracted. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  following  be  added  after  the 
last  clause,  "and  to  this  end  a  first  conference  of  debtor  and 
creditor  interests  be  called  to  consider  voluntary  debt  adjust- 
ment" • 

Mr,  Smith  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  that  the 
words  "Provincial  G-overnment**  in  the  third  line  be  struck  out 
and  the  following  be  substituted:  "that  a  conference  be  called 
between  the  Federal  and  Provincial  3-overnment  to". 

Seconded, 

The  original  amendm^ent  was  withdrawn. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  became  the  amendment  and 
was  carried. 

The  resolution  &s  amended  was  carried. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McCool  that  the  resolution  be  forwarded  by 
telegram  to  the  Conference  of  Federal  and  Provincial  Govern- 
ments taking  place  at  Ottawa, 

Seconded  and  carried. 

*    CROP  SHARE  LEASE  FOPJITS     (Alexandra  Provincial  C,A,)  91  (Also 

covering  92  and  93) 

Whereas,  crop  share  lease  forms  are  worded  in  a  way 
that  emph-asizes  the  change  in  the  status  of  the  mortgagor  in 
default,  and 

¥hereas,  we  believe  this  to  be  contrary  to  the  spirit  in- 
tended in  the  crop  share  legislation; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Provincial  Gov- 
ernment to  provide  a,nd  insist  upon  the  use  of  a  model  crop  share 
lease  form  which  will  give  opportunity  for  the  assignment  of  a 
portion  of  the  crop  without  any  change  being  made  in  the  status 
of  the  mortgagor's  ownership. 

Moved,   seconded  and  carried, 

CHAITGE  OF  TELEPHONE  DUES,   (Grande  Prairie  Provincial  C.A.)  97 

(Covering  also  98>J-178,  179) 

Whereas,  rural  areas  are  rapidly  being  cleared  of  tele- 
phones, and 

Whereas,  telephones  are  a  great  benefit  and  even  a  necess- 
ity to  rural  life; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  expense  of  rural  tele- 
phone service  be  met  out  of  taxes  on  land,  instead  of  our  monthly 
fees,  as  at  present. 

Moved  by  George  V/all,  seconded  by    Mr.  Nichol, 

Moved  in  amendment  that  all  the  v/ords  after  "resolved"  be 
struck  out  and  the  following  be  added  "that  we  ask  the  Provin- 
cial Government  to  inaugurate  a  10  cent  call  system  for  local 
telephones • 

Pointing  out  that  this  amendment  was  identical  with  No, 
178,  a  delegate  moved  that  No.  178  be  not  substituted  for  No,  97. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Mr,  Fearnehough  moved  in  amendment  that  ill  the  words  after 
"that"  be  struck  out  and  the  follovfing  substituted:  "we  ask  the 
Provincial  Government  to  turn  over  to  the  old  subscribers  the 
poles  and  wires  and  turn  over  the  instruments  at  a  small  valua- 
tion. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  that  the  words  "turn 
over"  be  deleted  and  the  following  substituted:  "lease  free  or 
at  salvage  value". 

Seconded  and  carried. 

The  amendment  was  carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  carried. 
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AimimffiUT  CANADA  GRiilN  ACT.   (Sturgeon  Provincial  C.A.)  107 

Whereas,  the  charges  for  the  various  services  rendered  by 
elevators  to  grain  growers  are  fixed  "by  the  Canada  Grain  Act, 
and  yield  the  elevator  companies  the  full  cost  of  such  services 
whether  wheat  is  |il.50  per  bushel  or  30  cents  per  bushel,  and 

Whereas,  practically  all  elevator  companies  since  1930 
have  materially  reduced  wages  of  their  employees  and  other  costs 
of  operations,  with  the  result  that  in  1931  the  companies  showed 
very  substantial  surpluses  while  grain  growers  were  forced  to 
accept  prices  much  below  the  cost  of  production; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Canada  Grain  Act  be 
amended  so  as  to  reduce  the  charges  of  all  elevator  services  to 
cover  the  cost  of  operation,  and  no  more. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

The  chairman  explained  that  an  amendment  to  the  Canada 
Grain  Act  has  been  introduced  in  the  house  of  Commons  giving 
the  commissioner  power  to  reduce  rates.  In  viev/  of  this  ex- 
planation the  resolution  was  withdrawn, 

PREEDQM  0?  SPEECH,  208 

Resolved  that  the  central  board  of  the  UnitedEarmers  of 
Alberta,  now  in  session,  affirm  their  conviction  that  the  main- 
tenance of  academic  freedom  and  the  right  of  all  citizens  en- 
gaged in  the  teaching  profession,  including  university  professors, 
to  exercise  their  citizenship  freely  in  the  political  and  other 
fields  is  a  matter  of  vital  concern  to  any  democratic  community; 

And  further,  that  we  express  our  unqualified  opposition 
to  any  interference  with  this  fundamental  right. 

Moved  by  J,  M,  Wheatley, 

Seconded  by  N.  V.  Eearnehough, 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  words  "civil  servants"  be 
added  after  the  word  "professors". 

Seconded, 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  to  add  after  "civil 
servants"  -  "and  all  others". 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  carried. 
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The  amendment  was  carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  carried, 

NATIONAL  WHEAT  BOARD     (Big  Valley  to  Munson  D.A.)  Ill 

V/hereas,  the  prices  of  all  agricultural  products  have  for 
several  years  past  been  below  the  cost  of  production,  and  the 
present  prices  are  such  that  the  industry  cannot  possibly  con- 
tinue to  function,   it  being  impossible  for  farmers  to  pay  their 
current  liabilities  and  subsist,  let  alone  try  to  pay  any 
arrears  of  debts,  and, 

Whereas,  the  wheat  crop  in  particular  is  one  of  the  coun- 
try's greatest  assets  which  present  prices  have  tremendously  im- 
paired in  value  and  are  threatening  to  destroy  the  industry  en- 
tirely; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Dominion 
Government  to  establish  a  National  Wheat  Board  to  control  the 
entire  production  and  marketing  of  the  Canadian  ¥/heat  crop,  such 
board  to  commence  functioning  in  the  early  spring  of  1933  and  to 
guarantee  the  farmers  at  least  cost  of  production,  rating  the 
farmers*  own  labor  as  a  reasonable  factor  in  such  cost  of  pro- 
duct i  on. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

An  amendment  was  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  words  after 

1933. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  "all  the  words  after  **¥heat  Board'^ 
be  struck  out. 

Moved  by  Rice  Sheppard  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the 

table. 

Seconded  and  carried. 
The  Convention  adjourned. 


Thursday  Evening  Session 

FRATERNAL  DEIiEGATES.  The  following  fraternal  delegates  brought 
greetings  to  the  Gonventiona.    Mrs.  Louise  Lucas,  representing 
the  United  Farmers  of  Canada,  Saskatchewan  Section;    Beti  Plumer, 
representing  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool;     F.  J,  White,  M.L.A,,  re- 
presenting the  Canadian  Labor  Party;    R.  S,  Law,  representing 
United  Grain  Growers,  Ltd;  and- N.W. Brock,  representing  the  Al- 
berta Teachers'  Alliance, 

Wm.  Irvine,  M.P,  addressed  the  Convention, 
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ELEGTIlK  of  DIRHIGTQRS        Election  of  Directors  for  the  U.F.A, 
and  U.F.W.A,  for  1953  at  the  Constituency  Meetings  were  announced 
as  follows: 


Acadia 

U.F.A. 

n  T?  VI  u 

J.K.Sutherland 

1^  -Tt*  O            H  ,T          "Q  Q  VI  VI  £S  X 

Mrb .   M.  jjctiincr 

Hanna 
uowx  mg 

Athabasca 

U.F.A. 

TT   f?  U  A 

D.  MacLachlan 

IViX  o  .    ill  .X'  .XjC  vy  X  a 

Clyde 

w  d.  o  ivo.  b  en  O.U 

Battle  River 

U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 

Walter  Skinner 
Mrs.  i!j .A .r 0 s Dans 

Riverton 
nea  un 

Bow  River 

U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 

J.M.Y/heatley 
Mr  s  •  n .  M  G±3  r  1  a  e 

Chancellor 
ArrovAvood 

E  &  V/  Calgary 

U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 

G-eorge  Church 
Mrs.  J.W.Hodgson 

Balzac 
Calgary 

E  &  W  Edmonton  U.P.A, 
U.F.W.A. 

G-eorge  Bevington 
Mr s.  Q.J  .jjcni/xey 

Winterburn 
JN «  jicmion  ton 

UFA 
U.F.W.A. 

J.  E.  Brown 

Mrs.  J  . j_i , Ziipperer 

Castor 
Lougheed 

Lethbridge 

U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 

J.A. Johansen 
Miss  M.  uoupicLna 

Woo If or d 
Le thbr  idge 

Vegreville 

U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 

A.  E.  Ji^oyer 

Mrs.     ,  MacjMaugnuon 

Ft.  Saskatchewan 
Kaniuny 

Medicine  Hat 

U.F.A, 
U.F.W.A. 

John  Fov/lie 

Mrs.  n.L> .MCJjanie± 

Bindloss 

win  -5  +  1  Q 

wn.1  x±a 

Red  Deer 

U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 

Ronald  Pye 

Hfyo        P       "Real  T  c  ymr 

Mr s.   L».  jjc±i. Ckiny 

Penhold 

UXuS 

Peace  River 
North 

U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 

I.  V.  Macklin 
Mrs  .  L» «   o  oong 

Grande  Prairie 
jjairview 

Peace  River 
South 

U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 

Hugh  Critchlow 
Mrs.  E.  Ethridge 

Barrhead 
Freedom 

Macleod 

U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 

H.B. MacLeod 
Mrs,  H.B. MacLeod 

High  River 
High  River 

Wetaskiv/in 

U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 

H.  G-.  Young 
Mrs,  Ray  Carter 

Millet 
Ponoka 

Moved 

and  seconded 

the  report  be  adopted. 

Carried . 

The  Convention  Ad^j-ourned. 
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Friday  Morning . 

Moved  by  M,R, Holder  that  Resolution  No,  111  be  taken 
from  the  table. 

Seconded  and  carried, 

NATIONAL  WHEAT  BOARD,   (Big  Valley  to  Munson  D,a,)  111. 

Whereas,  the  prices  of  all    gricultural  products  have 
for  several  years  past  been  below  the  cost  of  production,  and 
the  present  ^jrices  are  such  that  the  industry  cannot  possibly 
continue  to  function,   it  being  impossible  for  farmers  to  pay 
their  current  liabilities  and  subsist,  let  alone  try  to  pay 
any  arrears  of  debts;  and 

Whereas,  -the  wheat  crop  in  particular  is  one  of  the 
country's  greatest  assets  which  present  prices  have  tremen- 
dously impaired  in  value  and  are  threatening  to  destroy  the 
industry  entirely; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Dominion 
G-overnment  to  establish  a  National  Wheat  Board  to  control  the 
entire  production  and  marketing  of  the  Canadian  wheat  crop,  such 
board  to  commence  functioning  in  the  early  spring  of  1933  and 
to  guarantee  the  farmers  at  least  cost  of  production,  rating 
the  farmers*  own  labor  as  a  reasonable  factor  in  such  cost  of 
production. 

After  discussion  Colonel  Robinson  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  lost. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

The  original  motion  was  carried. 

On  a  point  of  privilege  a  delegate  asked  permission  to 
move  No,  20  which  had  been  brought  before  theConvention  and 
due  to  a  misunderstanding  those  sponsoring  the  resolution  were 
not  present. 

With  the  consent  of  the  Convention  No,  20  v/as  moved  and 
seconded • 
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PRQPQRTIQITAL  RSPRESEETATIQU     (Vermilion  Provincial  C.A.)  20 

Resolved,  that  this  Convention  is  in  favor  of  the  adoption 
of  proportional  representation  for  the  election  of  members  to 
the  Alberta  Legislature. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  Gormack  that  the  following  be 
added:  "and  that  this  be  brought  into  effect  at  the  next  session 
of  the  Legislature  and  be  used  in  the  next  elections. 

Seconded , 

At  this  time  Miss  A.  M,  Turner  of  the  staff  and  Labor  G.G.F. 
candidate  in  the  Galgary  By-election  came  to  the  platform  and  was 
greeted  by  the  Convention  with  cordial  applause.     She  thanked  the 
Convention  for  their  resolution  of  good  wishes  and  for  the  assis- 
tance given  by  a  number  of  the  delegates  on  the  day  previous. 

Discussion  of  resolution  No,  20  was  resumed. 

The  previous  question  was  moved,   seconded  and  carried. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

The  original  motion  was  lost. 

A  delegate  asked  permission  to  move  a  resolution  setting  a 
time  limit  on  speeches. 

This  was  refused  by  a  show  of  hands  of  the  delegates. 

Mr.  Macklin  took  the  chair  at  this  time. 

R3DUGTI0N  OP  LIV.H;STQGK  RATES.   (Lethbridge  Federal  C.A.)  118. 

Whereas,  owing  to  the  high  rates  charged  by  Canadian  Rail- 
roads on  livestock,  coupled  with  exorbitant  rates  on  livestock 
terminals  and  stockyards,  producers  find  that  in  many  instances 
the  railroad  companies  are  collecting  the  full  amount  received 
for  their  livestock,  to  take  care  of  their  carrying  charges, 
leaving  little  or  nothing  for  the  producer  to  take  care  of  his 
production  costs,  thereby  causing  great  distress  and  suffering 
among  livestock  producers; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Board  of  Rail- 
way Commissioners  to  give  consideration  to  a  reduction  on  all 
livestock  rates  at  present  levied  by  Canadian  railroads. 


Moved  and  seconded.  Carried, 


SEDUCTION  OF  FREIGHT  RATES.   (Stettler  Prov.  C.A.)  119. 

Resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Federal  Government  through  the 
Board  of  Railway  Commissioners  to  reduce  freight  charges  on 
grain,  both  lake  and  rail,  in  proportion  to  the  reduction  in 
grain  values. 

Moved  and  seconded, 

A  delegate  brought  up  the  question  of  the  sharp  increase 
in  Lake  freight  rates  on  grain. 

Mr,  Priestley  explained  that  the  Executive  had  taken  up 
with  the  Federal  Grovernment  the  increase  in  lake  freight  rates 
from        to  7-g-  cents,    A  reply  had  been  received  to  the  effect 
that  the  rate  had  been  reduced  to  6^  cents  which  the  Minister 
considered  a  proper  rate  in  normal  times. 

The  resolution  was  lost, 

REDUCTION  OF  FREIGHT  RATES  ON  GRAIN  AND  FRUIT.     Nan ton-Clares- 
holm  Provincial  C.A,  and  Macleod  Federal  C.A.)  120, 

Whereas,  fruit,  a  necessity  of  life  to  the  residents  of  the 
Prairie  Provinces,   is  rotting  in  the  orchards  of  the  neighbor- 
ing province  of  British  Columbia  for  lack  of  markets,  and  on 
the  other  hand,  grain,  a  necessity  of  the  British  Columbia 
poultryman  and  livestock  producer,   is  practically  valueless  on 
the  farms  of  the  Prairie  Provinces,  and 

^Thereas,   it  is  evident  that  the  principal  obstacle  to  a 
profitable  exchange  of  these  commodities  is  the  existing  domes- 
tic railway  and  express  tariffs  between  British  Columbia  and 
Prairie  railway  points; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that,   in  view  of  the  conditions 
here  set  forth,  the  domestic  rates  on  fruits  and  grains  for  dom- 
estic consumption  should  be  revised  substantially  downv/ard, 
thereby  facilitating  the  exchange  of  the  commodities  to  the 
mutual  benefit  of  producers  of  British  Columbia  and  the  Prairie 
Provinces, 

Moved  and  seconded. 

After  discussion  the  jjrevious  question  was  moved,  seconded 
and  carried. 


The  resolution  was  carried. 
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One  of  the  delegates  requested  that  the  Order  of  Bus- 
iness Gommittee  arrange  for  speakers  to  give  a  little  further 
information  on  the  G.C.P,  during  the  evening  session, 

¥REE  FREIGHT  RATES     (Acadia  Provincial  G.A.)  121. 

Whereas,  for  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  an  agree- 
ment with  the  Dominion  and  Provincial  Governments  and  the  rail- 
road companies,  which  permitted  settlers  wishing  to  leave  the 
drought  area  to  do  so  freight  free,  and 

Y/hereas,  we  feel  that  the  governments  grossly  misrepre- 
sented this  area  when  it  was  thrown  open  for  settlers; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  respective  governments 
be  asked  to  again  make  the  free  freight  rates  available  to 
settlers  wishing  to  start  again  in  other  parts  of  the  Province, 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  add  after  the  words  "drought  area** 
the  words  "and  irrigated  districts". 

Seconded  and  carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  carried, 

A^ffiNDtlENT  IIlMIGRAT ION  AGT ,   (Wetaskiwin  Federal  G,A.)  124. 

V/here&s,  under  the  present  Immigration  Act  residents  of 
Ganada  are  being  seized  and  detained  on  mere  suspicion  or  taken 
to  distant  ports  for  an  investigation  into  their  conduct;  and 

VThereas,   in    our  opinion,  this  is  an  utterly  unfair  pro- 
cedure and  constitutes  an  unwarrantable  infringement  upon  human 
rights; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  call  upon  the  Dominion 
Government  to  so  amend  the  Immigration  Act  that: 

1st.    No  person  may  be  arrested  or  detained  upon  mere  suspicion 
or  statement  of  one  person; 

2nd  -  In  case  of  an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  any  person, 
such  enquiry  shall  be  held  in  his  or  her  ovm  district. 

Moved  by  H,  G,  Young  and  seconded. 

Mr.  Priestley  moved  in  amendment  that  after  the  word  "de- 
tained" the  words  "for  deportation"  be  added. 
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Seconded  and  carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  carried  unaniously, 

FARMERS*  STRIKE  (Big  Valley  to  Munson  D.A.)  13 

Whereas,   the  price  of  wheat  and  other  farm  products  has 
declined  to  such  an  extent,  and  is  so  out  of  proportion  to 
all  other  commodities,  that  it  is  impossible  for  farmers  to 
continue  to  operate,  and 

Whereas,  we  are  firmly  convinced  that  it  is  within  the 
power  of  the  Dominion  Government  to  take  various  actions  that 
would  help  to  relieve  this  distr  essed  condition  of  agriculture 
and  that  the  said  government  is  iCnowingly  and  purposely  ignor- 
ing our  pleas  for  permanent  reform  and  emergency  action  alike, 
with  the  deliberate  intention  of  throwing  the  burden  of  the 
present  depression  on  the  farmers  and  other  laboring  classes, 
so  that  that  moneyed  investors  may  be  fully  protected; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we,  the  farmers  of  Alberta, 
instruct  our  Central  Executive  of  the  U,F,A,   to  immediately 
comjnence  to  organize  the  province  for  a  complete  farmers*  strike 
for  1933,  and  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  persuade,   if  poss- 
ible the  farmers*  organization  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  to 
make  similar  preparations; 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  our  executive  be  instructed 
concurrently  with  the  strike  preparations,  to  negotiate  with 
the  Dominion  Government  and  try  to  induce  them  to  take  some 
action  before  April  1st,  1933,  that  will  guarantee  the  farmers 
at  least  the  cost  of  production  of  the  various  farm  commodities 
and  wheat  in  particular,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  unless  such  guarantee  is 
made  and  is  found  satisfactory  to  the  executive,  that  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  call  a  geners-l  strike  of  the  farmers  of 
the  province  v/hereby  all  production  of  farm  commodities  except 
those  used  on  the  farm  will  totally  cease  for  a  period  of  one 
year,  corajnencing  April  1st,  1933. 

Moved  by  L.  M.  Aker,       Seconded  by  Mr.  Hooper. 

After  discussion  the  previous  question  was  moved,  seconded 
and  carried. 

The  resolution  was  lost  by  a  large  majority. 


REDISTRIBUTION    (Bast  Edmonton  Federal,  C.A.  )  125 


Resolved  that  we  petition  the  ooimnittee  appointed  to  arrange 
the  new  Federal  Redistribution  Bill,  that  the  rural  portions  of 
the  Bast  and  West  City  of  Bdmonton  constituencies  be  taken  from 
the  city  constituencies  and  form  a  new  constituency 

Moved  by  A.  Rafn  and  seconded. 

Moved  by  A,  Shuttleworth  and  seconded  by  (Jeorge  V/all  that  the 
words  "in  Calgary**  be  inserted  after  the  word  "Edmonton", 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  by  H.G.Young  that  the  last 
five  words  of  the  resolution  be  struck  out.  Seconded. 

A,  Speakman  in  speaking  to  the  resolution  suggested  that  the 
following  be  added  to  the  resolution  in  place  of  the  last  five 
words:    "that  this  principle  of  the  separation  so  far  as  is 
practicable  of  the  urban  and  rural  populations  be  applied  through- 
out the  Province.** 

Moved  by  N. V.Fearnehough  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  redrafting  committee. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  the  Convention  adjourn  until 
2  p.m. 


The  Contention  assembled  at  2  p.m.  with  Mr.  Garland  in  the  Chair 


Whereas,  the  indefinite  continuance  of  unbelievably  low  price 
levels  of  farm  products  made,  it  almost  impossible  to  pay  taxes 
and  necessitates  dangerous  curtailment  of  public  services  which 
will  result  in  further  unemployment,  reduction  of  consumed  pur- 
chasing powers  and  the  consequent  disastrous  lowering  of  the  price 
level  of  farm  products; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  believe  the  seriousness  of  the  situa- 
tion justifies  more  drastic  and  courageous  action  from  the  Provin- 
cial Government,  and  we  therefore  earnestly  urge  said  government 
to  consider  issuing  scrip. 

Moved  by  J.A.Johansen  and  seconded. 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  previous  question  was  moved, 
seconded  and  carried. 


Friday  afternoon,  January  20th. 


ISSUING  SCRIP 


(Camrose  Provincial  C.A.)  203 
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On  a  question  of  privilege,    Donald  MoLeod,  M,L«A,,  protested 
against  the  previous  question  being  moved  immediately  after  the 
suggestion  had  been  made  that  tide  Provincial  representatives  were 
not  taking  part  in  the  discussion, 

Mr.  McLeod  was  given  the  privilege  of  the  platform  to  speak 
briefly. 


The  resolution  was  carried.  — 

MUNICIPAL  HAIL  ARKBARS     (East  &  West  Calgary  Federal  G.A.)  73 

Whereas,  in  the  past  municipal  hail  arrears  have  been  subject 
to  the  same  penalties  as  municipal  taxes,  and 

Whereas,  municipal  arrears  penalties  are  now  greatly  reduced, 
providing  the  Municipal  Council  gives  assent,  and  are  reduced  in 
all  unorganized  districts; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  it  is  only  right  and  Just  that 
penalties  on  municipal  hail  arrears  receive  like  treatment. 

Moved  by  A.  Shuttleworth  and  seconded. 

After  discussion  Mr,  A.H.Tovell,  Manager  of  the  Municipal  Hail 
Insurance  Board  was  asked  for  some  information  which  he  gave, 

Mr,  Hooper  moved  that  the  resolution  be  referred  back  to  the 
redrafting  committee  with  instructions  to  have  it  include  school 
and  municipal  taxes. 

Seconded  and  lost. 

The  resolution  carried. 

MINIMUM  TEACHERS'  SALARY  (Acadia  Provincial  C,A,)     44.  (Covering 

also  No,  45,  191  and  192) 
Whereas,  school  districts  are  having  difficulty  in  financing 
during  this  depression,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  a  super-abundance  of  teachers  now  open  for 
wnga^ement ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  minimum  salary  be  reduced  to 
$690.00  per  annum,  with  power  to  make  further  reductions  with  the 
approval  of  the  Department  of  Education. 

Moved  by  S,  Lunn  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  minimum  be  set  at  $500.00  instead 
of  $600.00,  Seconded, 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  aunendment  that  all  the  words  after 
the  word**reduced'*  be  struck  out.  Seconded. 

After  considerable  discussion  the  previous  question  was  moved, 
seconded  and  carried. 
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The  sub -amendment  was  lost. 
The  amendment  was  lost. 

The  original  resolution  carried  by  a  close  vote,  the  chair- 
man having  to  ask  for  a  second  show  of  hands  in  order  to  decide, 

CO-OPERA.TIQN    (Grouard  Provincial  C.A,)  199 

Resolved  that  the  Department  of  Education  be  asked  to  insert 
in  rural  schools  a  book  on  co-operation. 

Moved  by  L,  Bone.     Seconded  and  carried, 

INSPECTION  OF  TEACHERS     (Pembina  Provincial  CA.)  43 

Whereas,  the  only  check  on  the  teacher's  personal  work  comes 
from  the  Inspector  who  spends  not  more  than  half  a  day  twice  a 
year  in  the  school-room  and  sometimes  much  less,  and 

Whereas,  the  Board  of  Trustees  has  a  chance  to  know  the  value 
of  said  work  through  contact  with  the  children  and  their  parents 
as  well  as  personal  inspection; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  a  report  of  the  Trustees  be  required  by 
the  Department  of  Education  to  be  considered  in  conjunction  with 
the  Inspector's  report  in  his  or  her  grading. 

Moved  by  C,  Antonson,  seconded  and  lost, 

SCHOOL  ACT  AMENDMENT  (Innisfail  Provincial  C,A,)  46 

Be  it  resolved,   that  this  Convention  requests  as  a  matter  of 
justice  between  school  districts,  that  the  School  Act  be  amended 
so  that  when  any  school  district  in  which  Grade  IX,  X  and  XI  or 
any  of  them  are  not  taught,   is  required  to  make  payment  of  high 
Bchool  fees  to  another  school  district  in  respect  of  any  pupil 
whose  parent  or  guardian  resides  within  its  own  area,  its  payment 
for  such  tuition  in  grades  not  taught  in  its  own  school  shall  be 
reduced  by  the  amount  of  any  current  school  tax  payable  by  the 
parent  or  guardian  to  the  school  district  where  the  high  school 
tuition  is  received. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Lost, 

SCHOOL  ACT     (Pembina  Provincial  C,A,)  47 

Be  it  resolved  that  this  Convention  assembled  request  the 
Provincial  Government  to  revise  the  School  Act  covering  compul- 
sory and  -optional  holiday  clauses,  placing  Labor  Day  in  the  com- 
pusory  section. 

Moved  by  Mr,  Nichol,  seconded  by  Mr,  Wall  and  carried. 

KEEPING  SCHOOLS  OPEN     (Grouard  Prov.  C,A,)  189 


Whereas,   in  the  Girouxville  School  District  monies  collected 
for  taxes  are  taken  up  wholly  in  the  meeting  of  debenture  payments 
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or  the  repayment  of  bank  loans; 

Resolved  that  the  taxes  collected  in  rural  school  districts 
be  used  first  to  keep  the  schools  open. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried, 

NORMAL  SCHOOL  REQ.UIREMEUTS     (Pork  Lake  Local  676)  190 

Be  it  resolved  that  teachers*  normal  school  requirements  in- 
clude the  ability  to  teach  music  and  singing  in  public  schools 
and  also  the  public  school  curriculum  should  include  the  teaching 
of  the  science  of  economics. 

Moved  by  N.V.Fearnehough,  seconded  and  lost, 

PROPORTIONAL  REPRESENTATION    Moved  and  seconded  that  Resolution 
#20  be  reconsidered. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  resolution  be  referred  back  for 
redrafting.  Carried, 

SCHOOL  BOOKS  AT  COST.     (MacLeod  Prov,  C.A,)  49 

Whereas  there  are  a  lot  of  complaints  heard  these  days  about 
the  excessive  cost  of  school  books,  and 

Whereas,  education  is  compulsory  and  is  under  a  department 
of  the  government,  and  children  should  not  be  handicapped  for 
books  needed  in  their  education; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  demand  that 
all  books  for  school  children  be  printed  by  the  King's  Printer 
and  be  distributed  by  the  Department  of  Education,  to  the  children 
at  cost. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried, 

UNIVERSITY  SCHOLARSHIP     (Sedgenvick  Prov.  G,A,)  51 

Whereas,  the  cost  of  a  university  course  is  beyond  the  means 
of  most  people ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Provincial  G-overnment  give 
a  scholarship  for  a  four-year  course  i0  each  constituency,  the  same 
to  be  competed  for  yearly  by  any  pupil  in  the  constituency  who  has 
passed  Grade  XII, 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  resolution  be  tabled.  Carried, 

ETHICAL  INSTRUCTION  IN  SCHOOLS  (Grande  Prairie  Prov,  C.A,)  52 

Resolved  that  ethical  instruction  be  given  a  place  in  the 
curriculum  of  the  public  and  high  schools  of  the  Province,  com- 
parable to  that  given  to  other  branches  of  learning. 
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Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

DEPARTMENT  0?  EXTE2JSI0N  LECTURE  SERVICE  (Wetaskiwin  Fed.C.A.)53 

Whereas,  the  University  of  Alberta  is  a  provincial  insti- 
tution and 

Whereas,  we  realize  the  value  of  the  work  which  is  being 
done  and  can  be  done  by  the  Extension  Department  of  the  univer- 
sity; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  order  that  the  greatest 
use  may  be  made  of  this  department  in  dissemination  of  avail- 
able information,  the  lecture  service  from  the  Extension  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  Alberta  be  given  free  of  charge 
except  in  cases  of  moving  picture  shows. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

ECONOMICS  IN  SCHOOLS  209 

Whereas,  the  U.F.A,  has  declared  itself  in  favor  of  a  re- 
construction of  the  economic  system  now  prevailing,  and 

Whereas,  the  instruction  given  to  the  schools  of  this  pro- 
vince regarding  economics  is  calculated  to  foster  continuance 
of  things  as  they  are; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  our  Department  of  Education 
immediately  take  steps  to  place  in  the  schools  such  literature 
as  will  help  the  children  to  a  clearer  and  more  intelligent 
understanding  of  the  present  order  of  society  and  of  their 
responsibility  in  seeking  to  bring  about  a  more  just  and  happy 
state  of  affairs  for  mankind. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

SPEAKERS  FOR  URBAN  CENTRES     (Acadia  Fed.  C.A.)  2. 

Whereas,  the  U.F.A.  Conference  recently  held  in  Edmonton 
has  advanced  a  definite  program  to  end  the  existence  of  poverty 
in  the  midst  of  plenty,  and  to  establish  the  co-operative  state, 
and 

Whereas,  the  U.F.A.  has  issued  a  call  to  all  organized  groups 
of  citizens,  both  urban  and  rural,  to  co-operate  to  this  end,  and 

Whereas,  the  only  economic  group  yet  organized,  apart  from 
our  own,  is  the  Labor  group,  and 

Whereas,  a  large  number  of  urban  voters  are  not  a  part  of 
either  a  Labor  or  Farmer  economic  groups 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  recommend  the 
advisability  of  sending  speakers  into  the  larger  centres  of  pop- 
ulation in  this  Province,  with  a  view  to  crystallizing  urban 
thought  and  to  assist  them  in  any  manner  possible  to  organize  a 
social  unit. 
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Moved,  seconded  and  carried, 

DISCONTINUANCE  OF  HOMBSTEADING  LANDS    Wetaskiwin  Fed,  C.A,),  27 

Whereas,  tv/o  successive  Annual  U,F,A,  Conventions  have  now 
declared  in  favor  of  public  ownership  of  land;  and 

Whereas,  although  a  fter  two  years  the  Provincial  Grovernment 
has  at  last  decided  to  appoint  a  commission  to  investigate  the 
whole  question,  yet  the  alienation  of  our  land  is  going  on  all 
the  time; 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  pending  the  report  of  this 
Commission,  we  call  upon  our  Provincial  Government  to  discontinue 
all  homesteading  of  land. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  Land  Committee  be 
substituted  for  this  resolution.  Carried, 

REPORT  OF  THE  LAND  OWNERSHIP  CQM?JITTEE,    The  report  of  the  Land 
Ownership  Committee  was  read,  ^^^jjended 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  adopted. 

Moved  by  Mr,  Fearnehough  that  the  following  be  added  as  Clause 
4:     "And  regulations  be  enacted  whereby  lands  becoming  the  proper- 
ty of  municipal  districts  or  the  Government  become  subject  to 
the  same  conditions  as  above". 

Seconded, 

After  discussion  the  previous  question  was  moved,  seconded 
and  carried. 

The  amendment  was  carried. 

The  adoption  of  the  report  as  amended  was  carried  unanimously, 

SHCOOL  LAND  CONTRACTS     (innisfail  Prov.  C.A,),  48 

Whereas,  there  is  a  large  number  of  school  land  contract  hold- 
ers scattered  throughout  the  Province,  who  entered  into  an  agree- 
m&nt  to  purchase  such  lands  when  the  price  of  farm  products  was 
three  times  as  much  as  it  is  now,  thus  making  it  impossible  to  pay 
the  original  contract  price; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Government  to 
review  this  matter  at  the  earliest  time  possible  with  a  view  to 
having  a  more  equitable  basis  of  settlement  arrived  at. 


Moved  and  seconded.    Carried  unanimously. 


46 


ENLARGED  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICTS     (Lethbridge  Fed.  C.A.)  56 

'  (covering  also  57,  58,  59,  60  and  165) 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  the  proposed  scheme  of  enlarged  mun- 
icipal districts  as  outlined  by  the  Government  of  Alberta,  would 
result  in  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  taxes,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  the  said  scheme  would  materially  re- 
duce the  cost  of  government; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  go  on  record 
as  favoring  the  dividing  of  the  province,  including  both  the 
organized  and  unorganized  districts,  into  the  proposed  enlarged 
municipal  districts. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  resolution  be  tabled.  *-'arried. 

The  Convention  adjourned. 


Friday  Evening. 

Mr.  Critchlow  called  the  Convention  to  order  at  8  p.m. 

Mr.  Priestley  introduced  Rev.  James  Dorrian  who  gave  a  short 
address . 

PEACE  (Camrose  Pro v.  C.A.)  201 

Whereas,  according  to  the  findings  of  the  commission  appointed 
by  the  League  of  Nations,  armament  firms  have  been  active  in  fo- 
menting war  scares  and  in  persuading  their  own  countries  to  adopt 
warlike  policies  and  to  increase  their  armaments,  and 

Whereas,  armament  firms  have  attempted  to  bribe  government 
officials,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and 

Whereas,  armament  firms  have  spread  false  reports  concerning 
the  military  and  naval  programs  of  various  countries  in  order  to 
stimulate  armament  expenditure,  and 

Whereas,  armament  firms  have  sought  to  influence  public  opin- 
ion through  the  control  of  newspapers  in  their  own  and  foreign 
countries,  and 

Whereas,  armament  firms  have  organized  international  armament 
rings,  through  which  the  armament  race  has  been  accentuated  by 
playing  off  one  country  against  another,  and 

Whereas,  armament  firms  have  orga-nized  international  trusts 
that  have  increased  the  price  of  armaments  to  the  governments; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  the  interest  of  world  peace 
the  private  manufacture  of  arms  and  the  private  control  of  traffic 
in  arms  be  suppressed. 
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Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

No.  211  (Re-draft  of  No.  125) 

Resolved,  that  we  petition  the  committee  appointed  to  arrange 
the  new  Federal  Redistribution  Bill,  that  the  rural  portions  of 
the  East  and  West  Edmonton  constituencies  be  taken  from  the  city 
constituencies,  and  that  this  principle,  that  of  separating  the 
urban  and  the  rural  population  for  electoral  purposes,  be  carried 
into  effect  so  far  as  is  practicable  throughout  the  Province, 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

llo,  210  (Consolidation  of  Nos,  116,  183  and  184) 
SOLDIER  SETTLERS*  AFFAIRS 

Be  it  resolved  that  we  recommend  the  following  for  dealing 
with  Soldier  Settlers*  problems t 

1,  That  all  loans  be  non-interest  bearing;  this  to  be  retro- 
active to  1929. 

2,  That  the  annual  payment  shall  not  exceed  one-quarter  crop 
share  or  its  equivalent  in  cases  of  mixed  farming,  until  a 
better  price  for  farm  produce  is  received, 

3,  That  security  of  tenure  be  guaranteed  as  long  as  the  above 
conditions  are  complied  with. 

Moved  by  Colonel  Robinson,    Seconded  by  N»F,Fearnehough, 
Carried  unanimously, 

EX-SERVICE  MEN  (CJrouard  Prov,  C.A.)  195 

Whereas^  ex-servicemen  whose  private  lives  were  interrupted 
by  their  service  for  their  country  are  deprived  by  the  Alberta 
Lands  Act,  of  the  opportunity  of  homesteading  in  Alberta  until 
they  have  three  years*  residence  in  the  province,  and 

Whereas,  under  Clause  1,  sub-Section  "C**  of  the  Alberta  Lands 
Act,  ex-servicemen    who  are  eligible  to  take  up  homesteads  are 
deprived  of  the  right  to  a  soldier  grant  unless  they  were  resi- 
dent in  Alberta  prior  to  enlistment; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Covernment  of  the  Protince 
of  Alberta  to  give  ex-servicemen  and  women  resident  in  the  pro- 
vince the  same  rights  as  were  allowed  under  the  Soldier  Settlement 
Land  Regulations  of  the  Dominion  Lands  Act,  as  long  as  the  right 
to  take  homesteads  in  the  province  prevails. 

Moved  by  L.  Bone,  seconded  and  carried  unanimously, 

212  Re-draft  of  No.  20) 

Resolved,  that  we  reaffirm  our  belief  in  the  principle  of 
Proportional  Representation  and  the  transf errable  vote  in  single 
member  constituencies,  and 
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Further  be  it  reaolved,  that  weurge  the  Government  to  con- 
sider at  an  early  date  the  possibility  of  some  method  by  which 
representation  for  urban  communities  other  than  cities  may  be 
provided. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  by  Mr,  Priestley  that  the  resolution  be  amended  by 
inserting  the  words  "in  multiple  member  constituencies'*  after 
the  words  "proportional  representation". 

Seconded  and  carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  carried  unanimously, 

TAXATION  (S  tettler  Prov.  G.A.)  95 

Whereas,  under  present  conditions  it  is  impossible  for  the 
farmers  to  pay  their  taxes  and  carry  on,  and 

Whereas,  loan  companies  and  private  individuals  are  finan- 
cially interested  in  the  great  majority  of  farms  in  this  Province; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  government  to 
enact  legislation  whereby  all  loan  companies  and  individuals 
holding  mortgages  on  farm  lands  be  compelled  to  pay  their  pro- 
portional share  of  the  taxes  until  such  time  as  farm  products 
will  at  least  sell  for  the  cost  of  production. 

Moved  by  M,  R,  Holder,  seconded  by  E.A.Hanson,  Lost, 

,    DEBT  ADJUSTMENT  ACT  (Pembina  Prov.  G.A.)  88 

Whereas,  it  appears  that  the  Debt  Adjustment  Act  is  ultra  vires 
of  the  Tax  Recovery  Act; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  we  ask  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment to  bring  down  legislation  at  the  next  session  so  as  to  bring 
the  Tax  Recovery  Act  under  the  Debt  Adjustment  Act,  also  includ- 
ing recovery  of  school  taxes. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Messmer,  seconded. 

The  resolution  was  lost,  only  a  small  number  of  delegates 
voting, 

WORKING  OUT  OP  TAXBS     (Forks  D.A.)  155 

Resolved,  that  weask  the  Provincial  Government  to  enact  leg- 
islation whereby  each  farmer  living  in  an  unorganized  district  be 
allowed  under  the  direction  of  the  department  to  work  out  the 
same  portion  of  current  taxes  as  he  was  allowed  last  year  to  work 
out  his  arrears  of  taxes. 


Moved  and  seconded. 
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A,  Shuttle-worth  moved  an  amendment  that  the  following  be  added 
**and  after  that  this  practice  be  extended  to  organized  districts". 

Seconded.  Lost, 

The  resolution  was  carried  by  a  light  vote, 

SALARY  REDUCTION 

Mr,  Cameron  on  a  question  of  privilege  asked  permission  to 
move  reconsideration  of  resolution  No,  23  on  the  grounds  that 
while  this  resolution  had  been  lost,  resolution  No,  44  embodying 
a  similar  idea  had  later  been  passed  by  the  Convention, 

At  this  point  Mr.  Garland  took  the  chair  and  explained  that 
notice  had  been  given  of  motion  to  reconsider  No,  44, 

Mr.  Bailey  m.oved  that  resolution  No,  44  be  reconsidered  at 
this  time.  Seconded, 

Mr,  Cameron  moved  that  resolution  No,  23  be  reconsidered  in- 
stead of  No,  44, 

Mr,  Priestley  moved  as  substitute  motion  that  both  No,  23 
and  No,  44  be  reconsidered. 

Seconded  and  carried, 

RE.PUCTICN  GQVERNIffiNT  QgglGXALS*  SALARIES  (Grouard  Pro  v.  G,A.)  23 

In  consideration  of  the  present  prevailing  hard  tim.es; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  all  Government  Official  salaries,  com- 
mencing with  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  be  reduced  to  a  correspond- 
ing basis  with  the  net  income  of  the  farmer. 

Moved  and  seconded, 

Anamendm.ent  proposing  to  eliminate  the  office  of  Lieutenant 
Governor  fis.s  ruled  out  of  order. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  words  "and  including"  be  inserted 
after  the  word"with'*  in  the  second  line  and  that  after  the  word 
"Governor"  in  the  third  line  the  following  be  inserted: "in  whose 
case  all  remuneration  paid  from  public  sources".  Seconded, 

Mr,  Gates  moved  an  amendm.ent  to  strike  out  all  the  words  after 
the  word  "reduced". 

This  was  ruled  out  of  order. 


After  discussion  the  amendment  was  lost. 
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Mr,  Gates  moved  in  amendment  to  strike  out  all  the  words 
after  the  v/ord  "reduced". 

Seconded  and  lost. 

The  resolution  was  lost, 

TCTH ILIUM  TEACHERS*  SAL^iRY     (Acadia  Provincial  G.A,)  44, 

Whereas,  school  districts  are  having  difficulty  in  financing 
during  this  depression,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  a  super-abundance  of  teachers  now  open  for 
engagement ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  minimum  salary  be  reduced 
to  ;'')600,00  per  annum,  with  power  to  make  further  reductions  with 
the  approval  of  the  Department  of  Education, 

Moved  and  seconded. 

After  considerable  discussion  the  previous  question  was 
moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

The  resolution  was  lost  by  a  decisive  vote, 

Mr,  Fowlie  moved  on  behalf  of  the  Order  of  Business  Committee 
that  resolutions  deo.ling  with  the  organization  be  now  considered, 
stating  that  the  Committee  hoijed  these  resolutions  would  form  a 
basis  for  a  more  general  discussion. 

Seconded  and  carried, 

A  delegate  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the  fact  that  resolu- 
tion No,  83  had  not  come  before  the  Convention  although  it  had 
been  passed  by  a  Federal  Constituency  Convention  as  well  as  other 
smaller  meetings, 

Mr,  Fowlie  explained  that  the  resolution  was  to  a  Is-rge  ex- 
tent covered  by  the  remedial  measures  section  of  the  Declaration 
of  Ultimate  Objectives  which  had  been  carried, 

POLICY  OF  THij  U,F,A,     (V/etaskiwin  Prov.   G,A.)  84 

Whereas,  under  present  conditions  payment  of  the  farmers* 
debts  is  utterly  impossible,  and 

Whereas,  creditor  interests  are  not  willing  to  recognize  this 
fact,  and 

Whereas,  the  Debt  Adjustment  Act  is  inadequate  to  cope  with 
the  situation,  and 

Whereas,  the  government  is  unwilling  for  various  reasons  tto 
put  a  moratorium  in  force  in  Alberta; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  the  U.F.A,  should  at  once, 

through  its  locals  take  direct  action  to  protect  the  farmers  of 
Alberta  by  organized  passive  resistance  to  seizures  and  evictions 
boycott  of  sheriff  sales  and  any  other  peaceful  means  v/hich  may 
be  necessary,   recognizing  that  the  first  need  of  today  is  the 
protection  of  the  farmer  in  the  possession  of  his  home  and  chattels 

Moved  by  H.G.Young  and  seconded. 

Moved  by  I.D.Taylor  that  No,  89  be  substituted  for  No.  84. 
Seconded  and  lost. 

R.  Johnson  moved  that  the  resolution  be  tabled. 

On  a  point  of  order,  Mr.  Irvine  urged  that  the  point  raised 
had  been  covered  by  paragraph  3  under  remedial  measures,  but  the 
chairman  ruled  that  the  resolution  was  in  order. 

After  further  discussion  the  previous  question  was  moved, 
seconded  and  carried. 

The  resolution  was  lost. 

PROPAGANDA  (Sturgeon  Prov.  G.A.  Board)  146 

Whereas,  because  of  propaganda  being  carried  on  by  the  Com- 
munistic advocates,  there  is  a  growing  conviction  amongst  the 
general  electorate  that  the  U.F.A,  approves  of  this  propaganda 
and  those  principles,  and 

Whereas,  some  of  the  aims  are  similar  to  ours  and  therefore 
agreeable,  others  are  entirely  opposed  to  our  principles  and  be- 
liefs, and 

Whereas,  other  organizations  have  been  compelled  to  dis- 
associate themselves  from  the  Communists; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  for  the  protection  of  our 
organization,  we  emphatically  express  our  disapproval  of  this 
propaganda  and  these  beliefs. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

L.M.  Aker  moved  that  No,  12  be  taken  as  a  substitute. 

Seconded  and  carried, 

FARI/IERS'  \miTY  LEAGUE  (Big  Valley  to  Munson  D.A.)  12. 

Whereas,  a  communistic  organization  known  as  the  F&.rmers* 
Unity  League  of  Alberta  has  been  operating  throughout  the  country 
for  some  time,  and  although  the  U.F.A.  as  an  organization  has  no 
quarrel  v/ith  their  aims  and  objects  as  such,  but  when  their  or- 
ganizers are  endeavoring  to  destroy  the  U.P.A.  by  propaganda  both 
within  and  without  our  organization,  and 
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Whereas,  their  activities  are  of  such  a  character  as  to 
menace  the  life  and  usefulness  of  the  U.P.ii,  as  an  organization; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  our  U.F.A,  organization  go  on 
record  as  being  opposed  to  dual  memberships  in  Hhe  above  named 
organizations. 

Moved  by  Mr,  Aker.     Seconded  by  Mr.  Fearnehough 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  resolution  be  tabled.  Carried. 

THE  EXECUTIVE     (Grouard  Prov.  G.A.)  196 

Resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  executive  be  asked  to  press  the 
government  to  see  that  resolutions  passed  at  the  annual  meeting 
be  enacted  into  law  more  speedily  than  they  are  at  present. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried, 

PENALTY  ON  TAXES     (Wetaskiv/in  Prov.  G.a.)  76, 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  the  system  of  penalties  on  munici- 
pal tax  arrears  is  an  unfair  burden  upon  those  least  able  to  bear 
i  t ,  and 

Whereas,  the  legislation  of  last  year  permitting  municipal- 
ities to  charge  a  straight  interest  rate  instead  on  arrears  of 
taxes  has  so  far  been  mainly  a  dead  letter  because  it  was  merely 
optional ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  call  upon  the  Provincial 
Government  to  amend  the  Municiiial  District  Act  by  abolishing  the 
system  of  penalties  on  arrears  of  taxes,  substituting  instead  a 
straight  interest  rate  of  not  over  seven  percent  per  annum,  and 
that  this  provision  be  made  to  apply  also  to  hail  insurance  taxes. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  words  "and  unorganized"  be  added 
after  the  word  "municipal"  in  the  seventh  line.  Seconded, 

Mr,  Kewley  m.oved  that  the  following  be  taken  as  a  substitute: 
"That  vie  request  the  Government  to  pass  enabling  legislation  to 
cancel  all  penalties  on  Municipal  tax  arrears,  to  date,  and  pro- 
vide for  their  collection  by  extending  their  paym^ent  over  a  period 
of  years,  with  an  interest  rate  of  5%,     Further  that  this  measure 
be  made  mandatory  and  apply  to  municipal,  school  and  hail  insur- 
ance levies". 

Seconded. 

The  motion  to  substitute  was  lost. 

After  discussion,   the  previous  question  was  moved,  seconded 
and  carried. 
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On  a  point  of  privilege  Mr.  McGool  made  an  explanation  re- 
garding Mr,  Ljmiburn^s  announcement  to  the  Convention, 

The  amendment  was  carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  all  unfinished  business  be  turned 
over  to  the  Board,  Carried, 

Moved  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  extended  to  R,M,McCool,  M.L.A, 
and  Donald  MacLeod,  M,L,A,  for  their  contributions  to  the  dis- 
cussions.       Carried  with  applause, 

R,  Johnson  moved  that  thanks  be  also  tendered  to  the  Federal 
members,  Appla.use. 

TOTE  OF  THANKS      That  a  very  sincere  and  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be 
tendered  to  the  City  of  Calgary,  the  Palliser  Hotel  management, 
local  clergymen  who  have  addressed  us,   the  various  artists  who 
have  entertained  us,  the  Probus  Club  of  Calgary  and  all  others 
who  have  so  generously  contributed  to  the  success  of  our  conven- 
tion. 

Moved  and  seconded.       Carried  with  applause, 

VOTE  OF  TPIAKKS      Moved  and  seconded  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be 
tendered  to  the  Chairman,  Mr,  G-arland,  and  his  assistants. 

Carried  with  applause. 

On  a  point  of  privilege  Mr.  Young  brought  it  to  the  attention 
of  the  delegates  that  according  to  his  information  autom.obiles  of 
the  largest  oil  firm  in  Alberta  and  the  largest  implement  Company 
had  been  used  in  opposition  to  the  G.C.F.  in  the  Calgary  By-elec- 
tion, 

Mr.  Garland  in  a  brief  speech  referred  to  the  result  of  the 
election, 

CARL  AXELSON    H,  G.  Young  suggested  that  the  delegates  should  stand 

for  a  moment  as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Carl  Axelson  v/hose 
death  had  occurred  since  the  last  Convention,  The  Convention 
accordingly  stood, 

S.  Lunn  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Committee  who  had  carried 
on  the  business  of  the  Convention,    Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Con- 
vention adjourn.  Carried, 


"GOD  Save  THE  KING" 


Annual  U.F.A.  Presidential  Address 


U.F.A.' Convention,  January  16th,  1934 

In  extending  a  welcome  to  the  delegates  and  visitors  attending  this, 
the  26th  annual  convention  of  the  United  Fai-mers  of  Alberta,  may  I 
express  the  hope  th^at  not  only  will  the  Convention,  as  such,  be  a  success, 
but  also  that  through  discus'sion  and  the  decisions  arrived  at  in  regard  to 
the  important  matters  that  will  come  before  you  for  your  consideration, 
this  Convention  will  mark  another  milestone  of  progress,  and  that  delegates 
and  visitors  will  return  home  inspired  to  carry  on  with  vigor  the  work 
that  is  necessary  to  bring  to  fruition  the  ideals  of  our  organization. 

As  the  years  pass  we  note  withj  deep  regret  the  absence  of  many 
familiar  faces  (both  of  men  and  women).  These  stalwarts  of  former  days 
used  unsparingly  of  their  time,  resources,  and  energy  in  the  upbuilding 
of  our  organization  and  the  propagation  of  its  principles.  With  missionary 
zeal  they  established  in  the  hearts  of  countless  numbers  the  possibility  of 
a  more  humane  and  just  relationship  between  individuals  and  nations. 
Through  our  Junior  Locals  and  in  our  farm  young  people  lies  our  greatest 
hope  of  replenishing  this  loss. 

Since  the  last  Convention,  we  mourn  the  passing  of  Miss  Bateman,  our 
former  Secretary.  Those  who  had  the  privilege  of  knowing  Miss  Bateman 
well — of  appreciating  her  unassuming  manner,  her  quiet  efficiency,  and  her 
desire  to  give  unstintingly  of  her  time  and  energy — will  realize  the  deep 
sense  of  loss  experienced  by  those  who  came  in  contact  with  her  daily. 

May  I  again  express  my  appreciation  to  our  Vice-President,  Mr.  Priest- 
ley, the  Executive,  and  the  staff  at  head  office  for  their  splendid  co-opera- 
tion and  assistance  rendered  during  the  past  year. 

I  should  like  to  lay  especial  emphasis  at  this  time  on  the  importance 
of  the  activities  in  the  field  of  consumer  co-operation  which  continue  to  be 
carried  on  under  the  direction  of  the  U.F.A.  Co-operative  Committee;  and 
to  urge  our  membership  in  all  parts  of  thp  Province  to  take  full  advantage 
of  the  valuable  facilities  which  have  been  placed  at  their  disposal. 

Your  executive  appointed  a  committee  composed  of  Messrs.  Coote, 
Spencer,  Shield,  Bevington,  Irvine,  and  Sutherland,  to  pi-epare  a  memoran- 
dum to  be  presented  to  the  Royal  Commission  on  Banking  and  Finance, 
setting  forth  the  views  of  our  organization  on  banking,  credit  and  other 
allied  matters.  This  memorandum  was  printed  in  our  i^aper,  "The  U.F.A." 
It  is  not  necessary  for  me  on  this  occasion  to  review  our  submission  to 
the  Royal  Commission,  other  than  to  remind  you  that  we  suggested  the 
necessity  of  the  setting  up  of  a  Central  Bank  publicly  owned  and  operated. 
Permit  me  to  express  our  thanks  to  the  committee  who  prepared  this  docu- 
ment. 

During  the  year  the  membership  of  our  organization  has  been  substan- 
tially increased.  When  the  farmers  of  Alberta  recognize  their  hopeless 
position  as  individuals  in  the  competitive  struggle,  it  is  reasonable  to 
expect  a  steady  increase  in  our  membership  as  well  as  an  expansion  of 
our  activities. 


FIRST  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  C.C.F. 


It  has  never  been  the  desire  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  or  of 
farmers'  organizations  with  whom  we  have  been  associated,  to  domineer 
over  other  classes  in  the  Dominion ;  nor  have  we  ever  thought  that  the  tasks 
of  social  reconstruction  could  be  carried  to  a  successful  issue  by  ourselves 
alone.  From  the  early  days  of  our  movement  we  have  always  sought, 
through  our  organization,  to  co-operate  with  other  classes  of  citizens  who 
share  with  us  a  common  desire  to  establish  an  equitable  social  and  economic 
system.  In  1932  our  offers  of  co-operation  met  with  a  wide  response,  leading 
to  the  creation  of  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth,  Federation,  in  which 
groups  of  citizens  in  rural  and  urban  communities  from  coast  to  coa'st  are 
now  mobilizing  their  forces. 

In  July  of  1933  the  first  Convention  of  the  Federation  was  held  in  the 
City  of  Regina,  and  was  attended  by  representatives  of  Farmer  and  Labor 
groups  in  Eastern  and  Western  Canada,  and  of  the  newly  organized  busi- 
ness and  professional  groups  who  are  now  taking  their  share  of  responsi- 
bility in  the  Federation.  The  delegation  from  Alberta  included  all  members 
of  the  executive  of  our  Association  and  one  other  Director  and  a  Vice- 
President  of  the  U.F.W.A.,  as  well  as  most  of  the  U.F.A.  members  of  the 
Federal  House  and  three  U.F.A.  members  of  the  Alberta  Legislature; 
while  other  officers  and  members  of  the  Association  were  present  as  visitors. 
^The  Convention  commanded  nation-wide  interest.  A  manifesto  and  program 
^and  a  Constitution  were  drawn  up  and  adopted.  I  think  the  membership 
of  the  U.F.A.  may  find  grounds  for  pardonable  pride  in  the  fact  that  the 
program  in  all  essential  matters  is  identical  in  purport  with  the  program 
which  our  Association,  as  the  result  of  action  taken  in  successive  annual 
conventions,  has  agreed  upon^'In  some  respects  the  program  of  the  C.C.F. 
is  less  advanced  than  our  own";  but  it  provides  common  ground  upon  which 
all  Canadians  who  share  our  aims  and  purposes  may  collaborate.  It  must 
be  obvious  that'  without  such  collaboration  among  citizens  of  various 
classes,  we  could  not  hope  to  attain  power  in  Canada  to  carry  our  program 
into  effect.  During  the  year  a  Provincial  Council  of  the  C.C.F.  has  been 
set  up,  consisting  for  the  present  of  the  Executives  of  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta  and  the  Canadian  Labor  Party  (Alberta  Section),  while  the 
formation  of  a  third  group,  to  be  known  as  the  Economic  Reconstruction 
Association  has  been  authorized. 

[^I  am  satisfied  that  the  affiliation  of  the  U.F.A.  with  the  Federation 
has  been  a  source  of  strength  to  our  organization.  It  has  brought  to  our 
farm  people  renewed  hope  and  renewed  confidence  in  the  possibilities  of 
achievement  of  a  citizenship  democratically  organized;  and  I  think  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  it  has  been  responsible  in  considerable  measure  for  our 
increase  in  membership.  Whjle  the  Federation  provides  us  with  the  ma- 
chinery by  means  of  which  we  may  collaborate  efficiently  with  other  social 
units,  our  own  organization  remains  intact,  carrying  on  its  own  specific 
activities  in  its  own  field. 

AGRICULTURE 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  prices  of  farm  products  during  the  past  year 
have  continued  to  be  below  the  cost  of  production,  the  lot  of  the  farm 
people  has  been  one  of  increased  hardship,  and  insolvency  has  overtaken 
many  who  by  reason  of  exceptionally  fortunate  circumstances  had  been 
able  to  maintain  their  financial  position  during  the  earlier  period  of  the 
depression.  In  spite  of  the  shallow  optimism  which  finds  expression  in  the 
utterances  of  bank  presidents,  et  cetera,  there  are  no  vi'sible  signs  of  per- 
manent improvement.  The  price  of  wh,eat  in  Canadian  funds  is,  it  is  true, 
18  to  20  cents  higher  than  it  was  a  year  agjo,  but  as  this  price  fails  to 
meet  the  cost  of  production,  the  wheat  growers'  lossCs  continue  to  accumu- 
late. It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  advance  in  price  corresponds  almost 
exactly  with  the  amount  of  the  appreciation  in  the  exchange  value  of  the 
pound  sterling,  which  is  a  direct  result  of  the  abandonment  by  the  United 
States  of  the  gold  standard. 
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The  Liverpool  price  of  wheat  remains  substantially  where  it  was  a  year 
ago.  The  desirability  of  the  abandonment  by  Canada  of  the  gold  standard 
in  order  to  raise  the  monetary  returns  to  our  wheat  growers  on  the  sale 
of  our  export  wheat,  has  been  stressed  by  our  organization  over  a  period  of 
sevex'al  years.  By  this  means  we  had  hoped  the  Canadian  Government  would 
place  our  wheat  growers  on  a  basis  of  equal  opportunity  in  the  markets  of 
the  world  with  Australia  and  the  Argentine.  Our  Government  refused  to 
take  such  action,  and  it  has  remained  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
through  his  policy  of  "going  off  gold"  to  bring  about  an  increase  in  the 
price  received  by  the  producer  of  Canadian  wheat. 

Our  Annual  Convention  a  year  ago  placed  it'self  on  record  as  favoring 
the  establishment  of  a  national  wheat  board  to  undertake  the  marketing 
of  all  Canadian  wheat.  In  accordance  with  the  Convention  decision,  your 
officers  have  taken  action  from  time  to  time,  strongly  urging  upon  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Canada  the  desirability  of  setting  up  such  a  board. 
The  raising  of  barriers  against  the  importation  of  wheat  by  various  Euro- 
pean countries,  which,  fearing  the  outbreak  of  war,  have  resolved  to  make 
themselves  independent  of  imported  wheat,  has  created  an  unprecedented 
situation.  Important  markets  formerly  open  to  us  are  now  virtually  closed. 
So  long  as  the  menace  of  war  hangs  over  the  world,  I  am  persuaded  there 
can  be  little  hope  of  any  great  change  in  this  situation.  Unless  and  until 
the  economic  and  financial  system  is  brought  into  harmony  with  the  needs 
of  the  people  in  at  least  a  number  of  important  countries,  I  am  afraid  this 
menace  will  become  increasingly  grave. 

The  governments  of  the  principal  wheat  exporting  and  importing 
countries  have  entered  into  certain  agreements  providing  for  limitation  of 
wheat  exports  on  the  basis  of  allotted  national  quotas.  The  government 
of  Canada  is  a  party  to  these  agreements.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  wise 
to  indulge  in  any  extravagant  hopes  in  respect  to  the  possible  effects  of 
the  agreements  though  it  is  evident  that  the  shrinkage  in  the  rnarkets  for 
our  wheat  has  made  some  adjustments  in  production  inevitable.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  our  government  in  any  plans  it  may  make  for  the  passing 
on  of  delivery  quotas  to  the  growers,  can  and  will  devise  an  equitable 
method  of  allotment. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  policy  of  all-round  restriction  of  the  pro- 
duction of  various  staple  commodities,  prescribed  by  many  of  those  who 
attended  the  World  Economic  Conference,  as  a  means  to  the  rehabilitation 
of  the  present  economic  system,  is  absolutely  unsound  and  doomed  to  failure. 
If  generally  pursued  it  will  tend  to  increase  the  prevailing  misery  and 
hasten  the  collapse  of  the  system.  The  wheat  growers  of  Canada,  however, 
are  compelled  to  face  an  actual  condition,  due  to  the  raising  of  barriers 
against  importation  by  countries  in  which  we  found  much  of  our  former 
market.  It  is  a  strange  and  tragic  anomaly  that  even  in  Canada,  where  we 
have  such  a  great  surplus  of  foodstuffs,  a  large  and  growing  pl-oportion 
of  our  population  cannot  obtain  food  in  .sufficient  quantity  to  maintain  pi'oper 
health  standards,  and  that  owing  to  this  lack  the  virility  of  the  coming 
generation  of  Canadians  is  likely  to  be  seriously  impaired. 

PROVINCIAL  AFFAIRS 

During  the  past  year  it  has  become  increasingly  apparent  that  a 
government  that  has  no  control  over  finance  and  credit  cannot  hope  to  deal 
successfully  with  the  major  economic  problems.  Its  every  act  in  the  field 
of  economic  policy  tends  more  and  more  to  be  subject  to  the  authority  of 
those  who  are  actually  in  control  of  the  credit  of  the  nation.  Within  the 
limits  of  its  constitutional  authority,  however,  the  government  of  the  prov- 
ince has  given  greatly  increased  protection  to  resident  farm  owners,  as 
well  as  to  resident  urban  home  owners. 

While  the  existing  legi'slation  has  undoubtedly  saved  a  large  number 
of  our  people  from  the  loss  of  their  farms  and  homes,  I  think  it  desirable 
that  the  Government  make  further  enquiry  into  the  possibility  of  giving 
added  protection. 
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The  high  degree  of  efficiency  and  economy  that  has  been  attained  in 
provincial  administration  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that,  although  the  popu- 
lation of  the  province  and  the  services  rendered  to  the  people  by  the 
Government  have  increased  enormously  since  1921,  and  the  taking  over 
of  the  administration  of  our  natural  resources  by  the  Government  has 
necessitated  the  addition  of  two  new  departments;  the  number  of  Govern- 
ment employees  is  smaller  than  it  was  when  the  U.F.A.  Government  was 
entru'sted  by  the  people  with  the  responsibility  of  carrying  on  the  affairs 
of  the  Province,  and  the  costs  of  administration  of  important  departments 
have  been  heavily  reduced. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  people  of  Alberta  are  not  more  fully  in- 
formed in  regard  to  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Province,  largely  because 
in  numerous  instances  newspapers  in  partisan  hands  have  virtually  clo'sed 
their  columns  against  the  dissemination  of  information  on  Alberta's  public 
finances  which  reflects  credit  upon  the  farmer  government.  Due  to  this 
restriction  in  publicity,  a  lack  of  accurate  knowledge  of  the  U.F.A.  govern- 
ment's record  of  efficient  administration  is  almost  general  in  urban  centres. 
Confusion  in  the  public  mind  is  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  reports  of 
jiartisan  attacks  upon  the  Government  have  been  given  at  considerable 
length  and  prominently  displayed  in  tloje  press,  while  the  answers  to  these 
attacks  have  commanded  but  cursory  notice.  This  condition  has  not  been 
universal,  but  it  has  been  sufficiently  general  to  account  for  much  of  the 
prevailing  confusion. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS 

The  policy  of  drift  and  inaction  which  has  characterized  the  conduct 
of  our  national  affairs  since  the  depreission  began  in  1929,  has  continued 
during  the  past  year.  Canada  participated  in  the  World  Economic  Confer- 
ence, as  in  the  previous  year  she  had  taken  part  in  the  Imperial  Economic 
Conference.  The  World  Conference,  like  its  predecessor,  proved  for  the 
most  part  abortive. 

Predictions  of  returning  prosperity  have  continued  to  be  made  by  most 
of  our  leaders  in  the  realms  of  finance  and  industry.  Such  predictions 
have  of  course  been  made  at  regular  intervals  since  the  week  following  the 
crash  more  than  four  years  ago.  The  failure  of  the  economic  system  to 
respond  to  incantations  has  not  in  any  way  tended  to  dampen  the  ardent 
optimism  of  these  leaders. 

On  the  other  hand,  our  political  leadei^ship  has  at  least  bowed  before 
the  logic  of  events  which  are  inescapable  so  long  as  our  economic  system 
continues  unchanged.  Canadians  have  been  told  that  they  must  not  flinch 
from  imposing  upon  themselves  "the  highest  standards  of  self  discipline," 
in  view  of  the  probability  that  in  the  not  distant  future  they  may  be 
called  upon  to  face  conditions  which  will  test  the  "very  fabric  of  our 
national  being."  The  farm  people,  as  well  as  the  great  and  increasing  pro- 
portion of  our  urban  citizenfe  who  have  been  reduced  like  the  farmers 
to  penury  or  the  verge  of  penury,  may  not  unnaturally  feel  that  the  stand- 
ards of  self  discipline  which  they  have  long  been  compelled  to  impose  upon 
themselves  have  been  sufficiently  severe.  If  the  present  economic  system 
has  nothing  better  to  offer,  those  now  in  control  of  the  system  should  raise 
no  objections  to  a  change,  even  though  they  themselves  by  reason  of 
financial  good  fortune  have  no  need  for  sacrifice  and  can  therefore  face 
the  prospects  of  self  discipline  for  their  fellow  citizen's  with  fortitude. 

At  the  moment,  some  of  our  newspapers  are  deriving-  a  great  deal  of 
comfort  from  the  slight  statistical  upturn  recorded  in  a  number  of  branches 
of  industry  and  commerce.  It  must  be  clear,  however,  that  any  such 
upturn  mu'st  be  transient,  and  deductions  drawn  from  it  illusory,  so  long 
as  Canada's  primary  industry  is  unable  to  meet  its  costs  of  production 
from  the  sale  price  of  its  products. 

At  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  one  of  our  Members,  Mr.  Irvine, 
suggested  that  an  investigation  into  banking  and  fiinancial  questions  should 
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be  held  by  a  Royal  Commission,  similar  to  the  commis'sion  headed  by  Lord 
MacMillan  which  prepared  the  report  for  the  Britisli  Government.  Sub- 
sequently the  Prime  IVIinister  announced  the  appointment  of  sucli  a  Royal 
Commission,  with  Lord  MacMillan  as  chairman.  I  have  already  referred 
to  the  memorandum  submitted  to  the  commission  on  behalf  of  our  a'ssocia- 
tion.  The  commission  heard  evidence  at  various  points  in  Canada  and 
submitted  its  report  in  the  late  fall.  Three  members  of  the  commission 
recommended  the  creation  of  a  central  bank,  two  of  the  three  recommended 
that  the  bank  shall  be  privately  owned,  while  the  other,  the  Hon.  J.  E. 
Brownlee,  recommended  that  the  pi-oposed  bank  shall  be  owned  entirely  by 
the  Government.  May  I  be  permitted  to  express  the  appreciation  of  our 
organization  to  Mr.  Brownlee,  whose  recommendation  in  this  matter  was 
in  line  with  the  declared  policy  of  successive  Annual  Conventions  of  our 
Association.  According  to  press  rcjiort's,  the  Dominion  Government  has  not 
definitely  decided  whether  the  banlv  shall  be  privately  owned  or  publicly 
owned.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  in  the  interests  of  the  vast  majority  of  the 
Canadian  people,  they  will  decide  in  favor  of  iiublic  ownership.  Among 
other  features  of  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  wa's  a  recommenda- 
tion that  a  further  study  of  intermediate  credit  for  agriculture  be  under- 
taken. 

INTERNATIONAL  AFFAIRS 

The  decline  of  the  present  economic  order  has  been  reflected  in  inter- 
national events  during  the  past  year.  The  World  Economic  Conference 
had  little  to  offer  even  by  way  of  palliative  measures.  Its  outstanding  con- 
tribution to  the  solution  of  the  problems  of  a  world  in  which  some  thirty 
millions  of  unemployed  persons  and  their  dependents — totalliner  at  a  con- 
servative estimate  well  over  one  hundred  million — are  starving:  or  on  sub- 
sistence rations  in  the  midst  of  plenty,  wa*s  the  advancement  of  a  series 
of  proposals  for  reducing  production  of  various  important  commodities. 
The  possibility  of  devising  means  to  distribute  the  abundance  which  our 
highly  developed  system  of  production  can  give  was  not  seriously  consid- 
ered. The  conference  failed  because  the  governments  represented  were  un- 
willing to  entertain  any  proposals  which  might  impair  the  power  and  prest- 
ige of  the  competitive  groups  of  interests  who  share  between  them  control 
over  finance  and  industry.  Between  these  rival  groups  the  struaele  for  the 
control  of  the  rapidly  diminishing  foreign  market  goes  on,  rendering 
abortive  every  disarmament  conference  and  every  effort  of  such  bodies  as 
the  League  of  Nations  to  reconcile  international  differences. 

THE  PRESENT  ECONOMIC  SYSTEM  IN  DECLINE 

No  analysis  of  the  world  crisi's  can  be  fruitful  which  is  not  based  on 
recognition  of  the  fact  that  the  prevailing  economic  system  has  passed  its 
zenith  and  is  now  definitely  in  decline.  This  system  by  stimulating  produc- 
tion in  every  field,  h^as  conferred  upon  mankind  benefits  of  a  very  high 
order.  It  has  done  more  to  free  humanity  from  the  necessity  of  grinding 
toil,  in  the  two  hundred  years  or  so  during  which  it  has  been  in  existence, 
than  had  been  achieved  in  the  countless  thousands  of  year's  of  man's 
previous  life  upon  the  earth.  It  is  failing  now  because,  great  as  have  been 
its  triumphs  in  the  field  of  production,  it  is  unable  by  its  very  nature  to 
insure  a  distribution  of  its  products.  It  is  unable  to  do  so  laecause  the 
purchasing  power  distributed  to  producers  in  return  for  the  hire  of  their 
labor  and  skill  is  always  insufficient  to  enable  them  to  buy  goods  on  the 
market  equivalent  in  value  to  the  goods  they  have  produced. 

The  difference  between  the  values  received  by  the  producers  for  their 
services,  and  the  values  of  the  goods  they  create,  is  repre'sented  by  profit. 
Profit  is  financial  gain  for  which  no  equivalent  in  value  is  given  in  goods 
and  services.  It  therefoi-e  represents  goods  and  services  for  which  no  pay- 
ment is  made  to  those  who  produce  the  goods  or  render  the  services.  Profits 
accumulate  in  the  hands  of  the  owners  of  the  machinery  of  production  at 
a  rate  much  more  rapid  than  the  rate  at  which  they  can  make  u'se  of  con- 
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sumption  goods.  This  defect  in  the  system  did  not  seriously  impair  its 
efficiency  during  the  period  of  its  earlier  development,  because,  production 
being  still  primitive,  opportunities  occurred  for  the  investment  of  the 
surplus  in  new  productive  plants  and  processes,  thus  providing  for  a  further 
distribution  of  purchasing  power  to  producers.  Owing,  however,  to  the  fact 
that  even  in  periods  of  great  productive  activity,  the  purchasing  power 
distributed  to  the  masses  of  the  people  engaged  in  production  was  always 
inadequate  to  provide  for  the  consumption  of  the  total  pi'oduct  in  the 
home  market,  the  surplus  sought  and  found  outlets  for  investment  in  the 
development  of  new  countries.  This  process  continued  until  the  greater  part 
of  the  world  became  highly  industrialized.  Each  newly  industrialized  country 
found  it  necessary  to  enter  into  competition  with  all  other  industrialized 
countries  for  the  right  to  invest  itte  surplus  in  such  undeveloped  areas  as 
remained.  Today  the  economic  competition  between  these  industrialized 
states  has  become  more  intense  than  at  any  previous  time  in  history,  and 
the  fields  for  new  development  are  almost  non-exi'stent. 

Wealth  and  puichasing  power  have  in  the  meantime  become  con- 
centrated in  fewer  and  fewer  hands,  until,  to  take  an  example  which  re- 
cently came  to  my  notice,  in  the  United  States,  according  to  official  sta- 
tistics, 3  per  cent  of  the  people  own  67  per  cent  of  the  total  wealth.  The 
comptroller  of  United  States  currency,  in  a  statement  made  public  last 
fall,  gave  some  very  significant  figures  illustrating  the  concentration  of 
wealth,  showing  that  this  concenti'ation  corresponds  to  the  concentration 
of  purchasing  power  as  indicated  by  bank  deposits.  The  comptroller  states 
that  only  3.5  per  cent  of  the  depositors  have  accounts  for  amounts  of 
$2500.00  and  over,  but  that  their  deposits  represent  7C.3  per  cent  of  the 
total.  The  close  relationship  between  these  two  sets  of  figures  should  be 
noted ;  those  who  are  listed  as  the  owners  of  the  greater  part  of  the  wealth 
of  the  United  States  also  own  the  purchasing  power  represented  by  bank 
deposits  to  a  similar  percentage.  It  is  obvious  that  only  a  very  meagre 
fraction  of  this  purchasing  power  could  be  spent  by  its  owners  on  con- 
sumption goods,  and  today  there  is  no  field  for  the  investment  of  the  sur- 
plus. 

The  development  of  the  conditions  which  I  have  described  at  length 
has  created  a  totally  unprecedented  situation  in  all  the  industrialized 
countries  of  the  'world.  The  present  system,  which  a  few  years  ago  ap- 
peared to  be  on  firm  foundations,  has  reached  a  state  of  instability  which 
has  caused  widespread  alarm.  The  call  for  men  of  action  to  take  charge 
of  the  situation  has  become  loud  and  insistent.  Two  alternative  courses 
of  action  lie  before  us.  One  is  to  endeavor  to  save  the  existing  system 
from  collapse  by  establishing  a  ruthless  dictatorship  over  the  masses  of 
the  people.  That  is  the  method  of  Fascism,  whether  it  appears  in  black 
shirts,  brown  shirts,  or  in  less  conspicuous  symbols  of  the  determination 
of  those  who  hold  economic  power  to  retain  it  at  all  costs,  if  necessary  by 
putting  the  mechanism  of  economic  progress  into  reverse  gear. 

Fascism  may  be  described  as  the  last  desperate  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  possessing  classes  to  bolster  up  their  privileges  by  the  use  of  force 
to  the  utmost  and  the  denial  of  all  civil  rights,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
prevent  the  masses  of  the  people  who  are  the  chief  sufferers  from  the 
decline  of  the  present  system,  from  taking  effective  steps  in  the  exercise  of 
their  constitutional  rights  to  change  the  system.  In  its  early  stages.  Fas- 
cism exploits  the  discontent  and  distress  among  the  middle  classes,  who 
are  encouraged  to  believe  that  by  bandino-  together  they  can  obtain  com- 
plete control  of  the  state.  In  its  later  stages.  Fascism  reveals  itself  as  the 
instrument  of  control  by  the  privileged  classes.  A  close  alliance  between 
the  Farmers,  Labor  and  Professional  and  small  Business  Men,  with  a 
view  to  social  reconstruction  and  economic  planning  will  provide  the  one 
sure  safeguard  against  the  possibility  of  Fascism  in  any  form.  Fascism 
cannot  permanently  preserve  or  re-establish  the  capitalist  system.  It 
cannot  remove  the  inherent  contradictions  in  the  system  of  production  for 
profit.  If  it  should  succeed  its  success  will  be  based  upon  the  abandon- 
ment of  capitalist  methods  and  the  return  to  more  jirimitive  forms  of 

6 


i 


production — a  reversion  to  feudalism.  It  will  mean  the  renunciation  of 
the  great  advantages  which  have  accrued  to  mankind  through  the  develop- 
ment of  .modern  technitiue. 

THE  ALTERNATIVE 

f^In  the  face  of  the  menace  of  Fascism,  humanity  has  only  one  alter- 
native. Instead  of  going  back,  it  may  go  forward  from  capitalism  to  a 
higher  form  of  social  and  economic  organization — the  form  which  we 
have  come  to  describe  as  the  Co-operative  Commonwealths  Those  who 
are  opposed  to  the  creation  of  the  new  form  of  economic  and  social 
organization,  have  painted  highly  fanciful  and  grotesque  pictures  of  what 
in  their  opinion  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth  will  be,  and  of  the 
methods  we  propose  to  use  to  establish  it;  so  perhaps  before  describing 
what  we  propose  to  do,  I  should  state  with  some  precision  what  we  do 
not  propose.  We  do  not  propose  to  "divide  up"  or  to  do  away  with  pri- 
vate property  or  to  deprive  any  citizen  of  Canada  of  his  farm  or  his 
home,  or  to  reduce  everyone  to  a  dead  level.  We  do  not  propose  to  take 
away  from  anyone  his  constitutional  rights  or  personal  freedom  or  abolish 
the  right  of  free  speech  and  assembly.  We  aim,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
restore  these  rights  where  they  have  been  withdrawn  or  impaired.  We 
do  not  propose  to  interfere  with  religious  freedom.  Our  membership 
consists  of  Canadians  who  hold  a  wide  variety  of  opinions  upon  religious 
<|uestions,  and  we  stand  for  equal  rights  for  all.  We  do  not  propose  to 
(lestroy  the  Canadian  constitution ;  but  we  believe  that  the  constitution 
must  be  amended  from  time  to  time  to  meet  new  conditions.  We  do  not 
propose  to  destroy  the  home,  but  rather  to  provide  means  whereby  every 
Canadian  who  is  willing  to  give  honest  service  to  the  community  may  be 
enabled  to  own  a  home  worthy  of  a  higher  civilization.  The  charge, 
widely  made,  that  we  propose  to  engage  in  the  destructive  activities  which 
have  been  enumerated,  can  be  inspired  only  by  the  hallucinations  of  the 
mentally  unfit. 

The  Co-operative  Commonwealth  Federation,  with  which  the  U.F.A. 
is  affiliated,  proposes  to  realize  its  aims  without  violence  and  by  consti- 
tutional means.  It  has  declared  against  any  policy  of  outright  confiscation. 
A  C.C.F.  government  will  not,  however,  play  the  role  of  rescuing  private 
bankrupt  concerns  for  the  benefit  of  promoters  and  of  stock  and  bond 
holders.  Nor  will  it  assume  any  liability  in  respect  to  nor  pay  for  watered 
stock.  As  a  general  rule  the  values  of  property  taken  over  in  the  people's 
interest  will  be  based  upon  replacement  values  less  depreciation. 

In  view  of  our  recognition  of  the  key  position  occupied  by  banking 
and  other  financial  institutions,  these  will  be  the  first  to  be  nationalized. 
In  taking  over  the  financial  institutions,  the  assets  and  liabilities  will  have 
to  be  actuarially  determined.  The  difference  between  the  assets  and  lia- 
bilities will  determine  the  purchase  price.  For  my  part,  I  am  convinced 
that  the  deposits  of  the  public  in  the  banks  and  the  policies  in  the  insur- 
ance companies  must  be  fully  safeguarded,  and  that  nationalization  will 
in  no  way  endanger  their  position. 

Through  the  nationalization  of  our  monetary  system,  we  shall  be 
placed  in  a  position  to  make  effective  use  of  the  real  credit  of  the  country, 
based  upon  its  productive  capacity,  to  meet  the  payments  which  will  need 
to  be  made  in  order  to  accjuire  such  enterprises  as  in  the  community's 
interest  it  is  desirable  to  take  over.  In  taking  over  plant  and  equipment 
necessary  to  the  welfare  of  the  people,  credit  on  the  national  bank  will 
be  issued  to  the  owners,  equal  to  the  value  of  their  holdings,  and  avail- 
able for  the  purchase  of  goods  and  services. 

I  have  taken  this  opportunity  to  place  before  you  in  a  very  brief  way 
some  aspects  of  the  problems  we  are  faced  with,  and  to  suggest  the  means 
by  which,  in  my  judgment,  we  shall  best  be  able  to  cope  with  them.  We 
live  in  a  period  of  great  and  rapid  change,  at  the  end  of  one  epoch  in 
world  history,  and,  I  firmly  believe,  in  the  dawn  of  a  new  and  greater 
epoch  than  mankind  has  hitherto  thought  possible.     Around  us  on  all 
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sides  are  the  signs  of  the  stress  under  which  tlie  vast  majority  of  our 
people  are  carrying  on  in  the  face  of  grave  difficulty  and  much  hardship. 
This  period  of  difficulty  will  not  be  without  its  compensations  if  it  should 
steel  our  determination  to  play  a  vital  part  in  the  struggle  to  establish  a 
new  and  better  system,  such  as  the  U.F.A.  and  tlie  Co-operative  Common- 
wealth Federation  have  made  their  goal. 

Any  lack  of  resolution  at  this  critical  moment  in  our  history;  any 
equivocal  action  on  the  part  of  leaders  or  the  membership  as  a  whole  in 
any  of  the  major  units  in  the  Federation;  any  hesitation  in  the  face  of  the 
need  for  vigorous  action  by  all  groups  associated  in  the  national  move- 
ment with  which,  by  our  vote  a  year  ago  we  became  affiliated,  will  tend, 
in  my  judgment — though  prompted  by  whatever  good  intentions — to  give 
encouragement  to  the  powerful  forces  in  Canada  which  are  seeking  to  lay 
the  basis  for  Fascism,  open  or  disguised — and  likely  to  be  in  its  early 
stages  disguised  rather  than  open. 

Let  there  be  no  mistake  about  this:  Any  slight  upward  movement  in 
economic  trends,  if  it  should  occur,  will  be  followed  by  a  downward  move- 
ment which  will  carry  us  to  greater  depths  of  depression  than  we  have 
known  even  in  this  greatest  of  all  crises  of  the  old  economic  order. 

There  can  be  no  lasting  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  masses 
of  our  people  until  wealth  and  purchasing  power  have  been  redistributed. 
1  can  conceive  of  no  method  of  bringing  about  this  necessary  redistribu- 
tion, so  equitable,  none  which  can  assure  us  so  smooth  a  passage  from 
the  old  to  the  new  order,  as  the  method  which  has  been  outlined  in  the 
program;  of  our  organization  and  that  of  the  Federation  of  which  we 
form  a  vitally  important  part. 

The  beneficiaries  of  the  present  economic  system,  and  their  spokes- 
men and  retainers,  are  quite  naturally  critical  of  our  proposals;  but  we 
have  waited  in  vain  for  their  proposals  for  the  remedying  of  existing 
conditions  and  the  distribution  to  the  people  of  the  plenty  that  is  all 
around  us.    We  challenge  them  to  disclose  their  plans. 


ROBERT  GARDINER. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  bring  to  you  from  the  women  of  the  organization, 
the  earnest  wish  that  this  convention  will  mark  the  beginning  of  an  era 
of  greater  progress  in  both  thought  and  achievement  than  has  been  ours 
heretofore. 

Despite  the  calamities  of  the  year,  it  is  most  encouraging  to  report 
increased  membership,  great  activity  and  keen  interest  everywhere  among 
the  women  of  the  organization.  In  our  women's  locals  we  have  nearly  one 
thousand  increase  in  membership,  due,  no  doubt,  in  a  great  measure  to 
the  reduced  membership  fee.  Dollars  are  so  hard  to  find  on  a  farm.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  the  women  have  not  learned  to  take  advantage  of  the 
facilitieis  for  membership  created  through  the  Central  Co-operative  Associa- 
tion, as  have  the  men  and  also  that  in  organization  of  locals,  a  joint  local 
must,  of  necessity,  go  to  the  credit  of  the  U.F.A.,  although  it  may  have 
been  organized  by  a  U.F.W.A.  director.  However,  we  congratulate  the 
U.F.A.  on  their  splendid  record  of  new  locals  and  increase  of  membership 
for  1933. 

Before  passing  to  a  resume  of  the  work  and  study  carried  on  by  the 
U.F.W.A.  this  year,  I  pause  to  pay  tribute  to  Miss  Bateman,  whose  death 
in  the  early  days  of  the  year  just  past,  was  a  great  loss  to  the  organiza- 
tion. Colleague  and  friend  of  fourteen  years,  I  found  it  difficult  to  summon 
courage  to  try  to  carry  on  without  her.  As  a  friend.  Miss  Bateman  was 
all  that  is  implied  when  that  word  "friend"  is  used  in  its  highest  inter- 
pretation. As  an  official  of  our  organization  she  was  courteous,  efficient 
and  faithful  to  the  highest  degree.  She  never  forgot  the  little  things  and 
was  never  too  htirried  in  her  busy  life  to  give  courteous  attention  to  the 
small  details  we  brought  her,  as  well  as  to  the  more  important  matters. 
We  still  miss  her  sorely. 

Looking  backward  over  the  years  since  a  little  group  of  unorganized 
farm  women,  reprc^senting  twenty  locals,  met  in  their  first  convention, 
nineteen  years  ago,  we  realize  just  how  great  has  been  the  advancement 
of  thite  body  of  I'ural  women.  We  visioned  a  well-informed,  well-educated 
group  taking  an  actively  intelligent  part  in  the  life  of  their  communities 
and  making  as  well,  a  worthwhile  contribution  to  national  life.  Nor  have 
we  been  disappointed  in  this,  but  so  great  are  the  tasks  that  lie  ahead, 
that  we  find  we  are  only  awakening  to  the  magnitude  of  our  responsibilities. 
I  believe  we  are  awake  and  will  bring  to  these  great  re'sponsibilities  the 
same  loyal,  sane,  determined  strength  as  has  characterized  the  organization 
in  the  past. 

The  Women's  Conferences,  arranged  by  the  U.F.W.A.  directors,  in  their 
various  constituencies  have  this  year  grown  to  be  large  rallies  quite  on  a 
par  in  educational  and  social  value  with  the  Constituency  Conventions. 
In  former  years  the  audiences  were  composed  chiefly  of  women.  Now, 
whether  because  of  beautiful  handicraft  exhibits,  the  varied  programs,  or 
the  excellent  banquets  served  by  the  women,  we  find  many  men  in  attend- 
ance. 

The  Farm  Women's  Rest  Week  also  continues  to  be  a  souixe  of  pleasure, 
rest  and  education  combined.  Our  thanks  are  due  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 


ture  and  the  staff  of  the  Olds  School  of  Agriculture  for  a  most  successful 
week  again  last  year. 

Juniors — 

I  should  like  to  call  your  attention  to  what  I  consider  the  most  im- 
portant part  of  our  organization — the  Junior  U.F.A.  .  The  Juniors  have 
forged  ahead  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Thirty-six  new  locals  and  considerable 
increase  in  membei'ship  is  an  enviable  record  for  this  year. 

The  older  members  of  our  movement  are  dropping  out  here  and  there. 
The  Master  Reaper  has  gathered  from  many  localities  in  these  trying 
years  and  if  we  are  to  keep  our  activities  at  present  strength  or  exceed 
the  strength  of  today,  we  must  train  our  farm  youth  in  the  philosophy  of 
the  U.F.A.  It  may  be  that  many  of  the  Juniors  are  alive  to  the  signs  of 
the  times  to  an  even  greater  degree  than  are  many  of  the  older  folk.  At 
the  Junior  Conference  held  last  summer  at  the  University  I  heard  disap- 
pointment expressed  by  some  of  the  young  men  delegates,  that  speakers 
had  not  thought  it  necessary,  or  wise  perhaps,  to  include  in  any  address, 
mention  of  a  new  social  order.  Is  there  any  significance  in  such  remarks? 
I  leave  that  to  your  judgment. 

Attending  a  meeting  of  the  Junior  Board,  I  listened  with  great  interest 
to  the  discussion  of  two  "Peace"  resolutions,  which  were  carried  by  the 
Board,  and  also  by  the  Juniors  in  their  business  session  which  followed. 
One  resolution  protested  the  manufacture  of  arms  for  private  profit,  and 
the  other  acclaimed  arbitration  and  not  war,  as  the  better  way  for  nations 
to  settle  disputes.  I  must  not  tarry  longer  with  the  Juniors  or  I  shall  be 
trespassing  on  the  report  of  the  Junior  President. 

This  month  the  Disarmament  Conference  convenes  again  in  Geneva 
and  we  pray  God  for  its  success  this  time.  We  women  of  the  farms  are 
keenly  interested  in  the  Peace  question,  which  we  have  studied  for  years. 
While  others  may  have  lost  interest  because  of  the  apparent  failure  of  the 
Conference  to  accomplish  anything,  we  realize  that  this  is  no  time  to  throw 
up  our  hands  and  say  "what's  the  use  of  it  anyway?"  Mighty  forces  are 
at  work,  whose  business  it  is  to  prevent  reduction  in  arms.  Must  we  there- 
fore give  up  all  hope  and  say  that  it  is  impossible  under  present  world 
conditions  to  bring  about  any  substantial  reduction  in  armaments? 

Quoting  from  an  editorial  in  a  recent  Canadian  publication,  the  writer 
says  "It  must  be  evident  to  everyone  who  has  kept  in  touch  with  the  situa- 
tion throughout  recent  months  that  the  blame  for  the  failure  to  achieve 
anything  worthwhile  through  the  Disarmament  Conference  cannot  be 
passed  over  by  British  People  to  France,  or  Germany,  or  Italy,  or  Japan, 
or  Rus'sia,  or  the  United  States.  Claims  have  been  made  that  Great  Britain 
has  stood  ready  to  do  heroic  things,  and  that  she  was  far  ahead  of  any 
other  nation  in  the  actual  enterprise  of  reduction  and  limitation  of  arma- 
ments, but  the  claims  are  very  specious  indeed,  and  a  careful  study  of  the 
real  situation  proves  their  untrustworthiness. 

We  watch  with  great  care  the  developments  in  cases  before  the  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  of  students  expelled  from  Universities  because  they 
refused  to  train  with  the  Reserve  Officers  Training  Corps,  which  training 
is  compulsory  for  two  years  of  student  life,  in  various  American  Univer- 
sities. 

In  New  York,  there  was  held  recently  at  the  New  York  University  an 
anti-war  convention  attended  by  two  hundred  delegates.  Among  other 
resolutions  adopted,  almost  unanimously,  was  one  declaring  "We  the  New 
York  University,  Anti-War  Convention,  do  solemnly  pledge  that  under  no 
circumstances  will  we  support  or  co-operate  with  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  in  any  war  it  may  conduct."  Very  like  the  famous  Oxford 
resolution. 

Are  we  women  going  to  let  nationalism,  greed,  suspicion,  fear  war- 
mindedness,  the  lust  for  territory  or  markets,  stampede  us  into  another 
war?  We  stand  appalled  at  the  mad  race  in  armaments.  The  world  spends 
annually  four  and  a  half  billion  dollars  in  military  establishments.  This 
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misappropriation  of  wealth  upon  implements  of  human  destruction  at  a 
time  when  poverty,  hunger  and  destitution  are  rampant  throughout  the 
whole  world,  shows  the  degree  of  insanity  reached  by  present-day  civil- 
ization. We  women  have  learned  the  fallacy  of  war  to  end  war;  of  war 
to  make  the  world  safe  for  democracy,  and  we  realize  as  the  Hon.  George 
Lansbury  said  recently  "We  must  get  rid  of  the  causes  which  breed  trouble, 
and  we  must  use  our  brains  to  discover  how  to  secure  universal  co-operation 
as  the  law  of  life." 

We  will  continue  to  give  our  best  efforts  to  education  for  peace. 

The  Penal  System  of  Canada  is  another  subject  on  which  our  members 
have  spent  considerable  time  in  study.  Brought  to  our  attention  by  the 
unsympathetic  treatment  meted  out  to  a  young  lad  in  our  own  province, 
who  was  guilty  of  a  first  offence,  we  have  endeavored  to  learn  of  our 
Canadian  penitentiary  system.  To  you  who  would  call  a  student  of  this 
reform  a  sentimentalist,  I  refer  you  to  Dr.  Withrow's  book  "Shackling 
the  Transgi-essors."  It  doesn't  make  nice  reading.  Dr.  Withrow  was  an 
inmate  of  Kingston  penitentiary  for  two  and  a  half  years  and  his  book 
exposes  the  brutalities  and  cruelties  that  go  on  behind  the  walls  of  one 
at  least  of  Canada's  penal  institutions. 

Two  Commissions,  or  to  be  exact,  a  Eoyal  Commission  on  Penitentiaries 
and  a  Government  Commission,  have  within  the  last  two  decades  investi- 
gated conditioris  in  our  penitentiaries.  Both  of  these  submitted  reports  and 
recommendations  M'ere  promptly  forgotten — at  least  so  it  would  appear. 
These  documents  breathed  an  impassioned  protest  against  the  inhuman 
conditions  and  regulations  which  were  discovered.  One  said  "If  the  punish- 
ment of  the  offender  is  the  only  object  society  teh.ould  have  in  view,  the 
penitentiaries  of  Canada  fully  meet  the  requirements.  They  are  old-time 
prisons,  dominated  by  the  idea  that  not  only  should  the  offender  be  pun- 
ished by  being  deprived  of  his  liberty  and  confined  by  iron  bars  and  stone 
walls,  but  that  the  avenging  hand  of  the  law  he  has  violated,  should  con- 
tinue to  bear  heavily  upon  him  in  his  place  of  incarceration."  "It  is  a 
policy  founded  upon  revenge,  mfstrust  and  fear." 

It  wa!s  also  reported  "that  the  dark  cell  or  dungeon  is  used  in  some,  if 
not  all,  of  the  penitentiaries  and  Dr.  Withrow  gives  a  hideous  picture  of 
the  paddle  and  of  its  use  by  br'utal  guards.  His  chapter  on  "Contagious 
Disease"  is  shocking. 

You  will  remember  that  following  the  trial  of  convicts  alleged  to  have 
participated  in  the  riots  in  Portsmouth  penitentiary,  General  Ormand,  the 
Superintendent  of  Penitentiaries  issued  a  statement  in  which  denial  was 
made  that  there  was  unnecessary  cruelty  in  handling  convicts.  He  denied 
the  existence  of  "holes"  or  "dark  dungeons"  in  Portsmouth  Penitentiai-y. 
and  also  that  "no  convict  is  kept  in  solitary  confinement  in  a  Canadian 
penitentiary."  Mr.  Nickel,  K.C.,  of  Kingston,  who  had  been  defence  lawyer 
for  some  of  the  convicts,  at  the  trial,  immediately  came  back  with  the 
statement  that  at  the  time  of  the  trial  a  prisoner,  O'Brien  by  name,  had  been 
in  the  "hole"  in  the  Prison  of  Isolation  under  the  Keeper's  Hall  since 
August,  1931,  and  was  there  at  the  time  of  Genei-'al  Ormand's  statement. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  further  detail  regarding  this  antiquated 
and  revolting  system  which  belongs  to  an  eariier  century  than  this  one. 

Dr.  Withrow  says  "We  have  hospitals  for  sick  bodies  and  hospitals 
for  sick  minds.  I  am  suggesting  that  we  should  consider  our  prisons  as 
hospitals  foi'  sick  souls  and  there  must  be  careful  study  and  strenuous 
research  among  the  cells  of  the  one  as  in  the  wards  of  the  others.  Prison 
reform  does  not  mean  coddling  the  prisoner,  but  it  does  imply  a  system 
wherein  adequate  opportunity  is  given  and  taken  to  make  a  proper  diagnosis 
of  him,  in  body,  in  mind  and  in  soul.  Nothing  of  any  value  can  be  expected 
unless  there  is  in  every  penal  institution  a  complete  classification  with 
conse(|uent  segregation  of  certain  definite  divisions  of  the  convicts.  For 
in  Canada  today,  mental  defectives,  definite  case's  of  mental  illness,  those 
with  marked  physical  di'sabilities,  incorrigibles,  killers,  sex  perverts,  anti- 
social beings  and  those  who  are  perfectly  normal  in  body  and  mind  mixed 
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together  without  apparently  any  suspicion  of  the  harm  resulting  and  the 
improbability  of  the  refor'mation  of  those  who  might  respond. 

This  is  one  of  the  festering  sores  of  our  national  life  and  will  remain 

so  until  public  opinion  you  and  I — demand  a  change  and  are  insistent 

until  it  comes. 

The  Farm  Women  are  interested  in  this  reform. 

HEALTH 

The  Farm  Women  have  always  been  interested  in  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  either  education  or  health.  We  regret  the  curtailment  of  expendi- 
ture in  both  of  these  Department's  of  Government. 

We  hope  to  see  the  establishment  of  State  Medicine,  Maternal  Healtli 
Clinics;  that  a  greater  knowledge  will  be  acquired  regarding  Mental  Health, 
one  of  the  big  problems  of  the  day — and  that  a  more  sympathetic  attitude 
toward  the  mentally  ill  will  prevail.  We  would  like  to  see  "venereal  disease" 
allowed  a  common  sense  treatment.  There  was  a  time  when  disease  wa's 
legarded  as  an  a^ct  of  God  and  outside  human  control.  Today  we  know 
better,  except  in  this  one  instance  when  many  still  believe  that  venereal 
disease  is  a  punishment  for  wrong  living,  forgetting  that  50%  of  the 
sufferers  are  innocent  victim's.  When  we  remember  "that  the  germ  of 
syphilis  can  be  sleeping  for  twenty  ot  thirty  years  ready  to  wake  at  any 
time  and  that  there  is  no  organ,  tissue,  or  system  that  it  may  not  attack  and 
wreck";  then  it  becomes  a  most  serious  disea'se.  It  is  worse  than  T.B.  and 
worse  than  cancer.  It  causes  disfigurement  equal  to  that  of  leprosy,  it 
causes  blindness  and  insanity  and  untold  suffering  and  we  close  our  eyes 
to  its  prevalency.  One  leading  venereologist  has  said  "syphilis  has  cost 
and  is  costing  in  life  and  comfort  and  money  as  much  as  any  war  in  history. 
But  unlike  the  other  problems  that  occupy  the  attention  of  economists, 
this  is  a  problem  that  can  be  solved.  One  can  state  definitely  that  syphilis 
can  be  cured." 

I  have  not  attempted  to  make  an  address  but  rather  to  give  to  you  a 
resume  of  a  few  of  thje  activities  and  studies  that  have  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  our  women  in  their  locals  this  year.  There  are  many  topics  of 
interest  su,ch  as  legislation — not  only  that  pertaining  to  women  and  chil- 
dren— but  all  legislation;  beautification  is  another  and  there  is  no  place 
on  earth  where  greater  beauty  in  home  and  surroundings  is  needed  than 
here  in  our  western  prairies.  Co-operative  effort  is  one  of  our  most  im- 
portant studies  and  Home  Economics  is  a  topic  dear  to  all  farm  women, 
but  I  should  like  to  place  emphasis  on  one  other'  phase — the  study  of 
political  economy.  You  may  say  bring  in  a  new  social  order  and  these 
social  welfare  problems  will  solve  themselves,  but  such  is  not  the  truth. 
If  we  had  a  new  social  order  tomorrow,  it  would  take  education  and  effort 
and  more  education  to  perfect  any  system  we  try.  We  have  ourselves  and 
other  human  beings  with  which  to  deal  and  we  are  all  morfe  or  less  guided 
by  our  own  self-interest  rather  than  by  love  of  neighbor  or  country. 

It  may  be  that  we  have  been  negligent  in  the  study  of  economics  in 
former  years,  but  that  can  no  longer  be  said  with  truth,  and  you  men 
who  have  studied  this  question  for  years  must  needs  look  to  your  laurels 
or  the  women  may  be  first  in  finding  a  solution.  We  are  studying  Hender- 
son, Cole,  Chase,  etc.,  and  we  have  our  own  experience  which  is  a  more 
potent  factor  in  teaching  life's  lessons. 

Many  of  us  came  to  the  West  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago,  pioneers, 
to  hew  from  this  vast  new  world,  homes  for  ourselves  and  children.  We 
lived  in  those  days  of  youth,  in  tents,  shacks  and  dugouts,  not  .caring  for 
lack  of  luxury,  comfort  or  convenience,  for  as  the  years  went  by  we  built 
modest  homes  for  occupancy,  dreaming  that  in  the  days  to  come  we  too 
would,  build  for  ourselves  in  beautiful  surroundings,  modern  homes  equipped 
with  up-to-date  heating  and  lighting  facilities,  and  furnished  for  comfort 
— at  least.  We  dreamed  too,  of  a  little  leisure  for  reading  and  rest  and 
when  the  storms  raged  over  the  prairies  radios  would  bring  to  us  in  our 
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isolation  the  world's  great  artists  and  wor'ld  news.  We  followed  the  wise 
sayings  of  Canada's  great  statesmen — it's  so  easy  to  preach  from  homes 
of  luxury — and  put  into  practise  thrift,  economy,  and  we  worked  so  hard, 
so  that  our  boys  and  girls  might  be  educated  to  take  their  places  in  life. 
We  skrimped  and  saved.  The  comforts  of  civilization  came  to  us;  for  a 
time  the  standai'd  of  living  was  raised,  but  today  with  only  a  few  excep- 
tions, conditions  on  the  farm  have  gone  back  to  what  they  were  twenty 
years  ago.  The  major  portion  of  rural  society  are  unable  to  afford  a  tele- 
phone; instead  of  cars  are  again  using  the  horse  and  buggy  or  that  worse 
thing  a  Bennett  buggy,  and  it  is  not  altogether  because  we  wasted  our  sub- 
stance on  the  'stock  market  or  on  holiday  jaunts  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  but 
rather  to  that  more  sinister  thing  the  decay  of  agriculture  which  has  set 
in  under  the  capitalistic  system. 

Over-production,  over-production,  we  hear  it  again  and  again.  What 
large  stores  of  surplus  stocks  could  be  used  on  these  prairies  alone  if  we 
had  the  necessary  purchasing  power. 

"The  World  Tomorrow"  tells  us  that  the  Government  of  Brazil  has  de- 
stroyed, principally  by  burning,  sin,ce  June,  1931,  twenty-four  million  bags 
of  coffee,  each  bag  weighing  132  pounds.  Probably  coffee  isn't  good  for 
people  but  what  about  all  the  other  surplus  products  that  have  been  de- 
stroyed in  this  time  of  starvation — destitution  amidst  plenty. 

G.  D.  H.  Cole  reminds  us  that  a  large  part  of  the  world  lives  under 
peasant  conditions,  "not  merely  under  conditions  for  which  we  Westerns 
have  to  go  back  beyond  the  Industrial  Revolution  to  find  a  parallel,  but 
even  under  conditions  infinitely  behind  those  of  a  large  part  of  Europe  for 
centuries  before  the  Industrial  Revolution." 

Cole  defines  the  "object  of  the  economic  process,  as  the  happiness  of 
the  greatest  number."  What  a  sublime  height  of  idiocy  has  been  reached 
by  civilization.  On  one  hand  we  have  capital  and  income  concentrated  in 
the  hands  of  a  very  few,  who  cannot  eat  it,  cannot  wear  it,  and  cannot 
give  it  away.  We  have  the  plowing  under  of  various  crops,  the  burning  of 
food  supplies,  and  on  the  other,  the  ever-increasing  army  of  men,  women 
and  little  children,  in  the  bread  line.  Boys  and  girls  reaching  young  man- 
hood, young  womanhood  and  facing  the  "not  wanted"  sign.  In  our  youth 
you  and  I  looked  forward  with  hope  and  expectancy  to  the  future  but  we 
have  denied  that  right  to  the  young  people  of  today,  instead  our  system 
makes  vagrants  of  them.  I  stood  at  the  station  in  Calgary  one  morning 
and  watched  the  patrol  wagon  unload.  Youth  aftei''  youth  stepped  down, 
each  individual  carrying  his  pack  of  belongings.  For  what  crime  were 
they  being  marched  across  the  platform  for  the  Lethbridge  train — rodriders 
and  vagrants — the  unemployed. 

A  writer  said  recently  of  the  United  States  "social  services  have  been 
reduced  below  the  danger  line,  for  what  was  being  done  twenty  years 
before  the  war  has  been  practically  undone  in  the  last  three  years.  The 
tragedy  is  not  so  much  the  hunger  of  adults  as  the  devitalized  lives  of 
children  on  farms,  mining  communities  and  industrial  cities.  No  civilization 
can  endure  which  does  not  feed,  clothe,  educate  and  develop  the  people. 

Quoting  from  Cole  once  more,  "As  one  looks  around  the  world  today,  it 
is  impossible  to  feel  any  confidence  that  the  problem  of  poverty  will  be 
solved  wuthin  the  framework  of  the  present  economic  system.  For  this 
system  seems  everywhere  threatened  with  a  collapse  which  will  make  mock 
of  its  technical  competence."  "So  far  from  building  up  a  world  economic 
system  corresponding  to  the  needs  of  the  twentieth  century.  Capitalism, 
has  been  fast  destroying  such,  intertiationalism  as  it  did  already  possess. 
We  can  rule  out  of  court  anyone  who  argues  that  the  world  is  really  pro- 
ducing too  much,  or  that  we  ought  simply  to  bear  our  trouble  as  a  visita- 
tion from  Providence  without  attempting*  to  find  a  constructive  remedy. 
For  the  economic  system  is  something  made  by  men  and  capable  of  being 
remade  in  order  to  serve  man's  needs.  As  long  as  there  remains  claimant 
human  needs  unsatisfied,  it  must  be  desirable  for  the  world  to  increase  both 
its  production  power  and  its  actual  production;  and  failure  to  make  full 
use  of  the  productive  resources  at  our  command  must  be  due  to  folly  and 
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mismanagement,  and  must  be  remediable  if  man  will  but  apply  enough  in- 
telligence to  finding  the  remedy." 

Eminent  people  tell  u's  there  must  be  some  other  way  than  through 
political  action,  but  so  gi*eat  a  man  as  Dr.  John  Line  of  the  United  Church 
of  Canada  is  reported  to  have  said  "Political  action'  must  be  organized  for 
only  concerted  pressure  of  the  right  kind  can  secure  that  parliamentary 
action  that  is  now  essential." 

What  would  a  Co-operative  Commonwealth  bring  to  the  farm  women 
of  the  prairies?  The  possession  of  a  home  and  if  public  utilities  were  oper- 
ated for  public  benefit  instead  of  private  profit,  the  electric  power  would 
be  there  to  make  the  tasks  of  the  farm  easier  and  give  to  us  a  little  of 
that  long  sought  leisure.  There  would  be  a  planned  economy  which  would 
take  our  surplus  products  for  faii^  compensation  and  we  could  purchalse 
warm  clothing,  house  furnishings  and  other  things  so  necessary  for  com- 
fort. We  would  have  socialized  health  services.  Women  wouldn't  be  using 
their  hufebands'  glasses  because  they  could  not  afford  a  pair  of  their  own 
and  needed  medical  services  would  no  longer  be  neglected  for  with  social- 
ization of  finance  there  would  be  the  necessary  purchasing  power.  In  a 
planned  social  order  there  would  be  a  place  for  the  youth  of  today.  There 
would  be  freedom,  social  justice  and  a  foreign  policy  designed  to  obtain 
international  economic  co-operation  and  to  promote  disarmament  and  peace. 

In  the  new  social  order  there  would  not  be  the  same  temptation  to 
place  poverty  as  the  greatest  of  all  crimes  and  neither  would  we,  as  has 
been  said,  "conduct  the  Almighty  to  the  Door  of  the  Universe  and  bow  Him 
out"  as  we  have  done  in  this  system  of  capitalism.  In  the  new  social  order 
we  would  recognize  The  God  of  the  Nations  as  the  Supreme  Being  and  in 
our  program  for  human  needs  would  follow  the  plan  drafted  so  long  ago 
by  the  Galilean. 

Drop  your  disillusionment,  your  cynicism,  and  respond  to  the  .challenge 
of  a  desperate  time  and  need.  If  you  refuse  to  help,  do  get  out  of  the 
way  and  not  hinder.  May  it  not  be  said  of  any  one  of  us  that  as  we  could 
not  achieve  a  new  social  order,  we  prevented  its  coming. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


MRS.  ELEANORE  PRICE. 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

Before  attempting  to  report  the  activities  of  the  Central  Board  for  the 
past  year,  it  is  fitting  that  we  should  pause  a  moment  to  record  the  passing 
during  the  year,  of  one  who  for  a  decade  and  a  half  has  served  with  dili- 
gence and  untiring  efficiency  and  during  the  later  years  of  that  service  in 
the  capacity  of  secretary  of  the  Association.  To  the  U.F.A.  cause  Miss 
Bateman  gave  unsparingly  of  the  best  years  of  her  life.  Other  hands  must 
nov.'  carry  the  torch  which  she  held  high,  and  to  the  end  tliat  othei's  may  be 
trained  and  inspired  to  carry  on,  an  eit'ort  is  being  made  to  establish  a 
Frances  Bateman  memorial  fund. 

BOARD  MEETINGS 

Owing  to  the  financial  condition  of  our  organization  it  was  not  found 
possible  to  have  the  midsummer  board  meeting.  Consequently  just  two 
board  meetings  were  held — one  immediately  after  the  last  convention  and 
one  just  prior  to  this.  The  Executive  has  had  seven  meetings  and  the 
Co-operative  Committee  has  had  to  meet  quite  frequently  to  deal  with  the 
numerous  phases  of  co-operative  problems  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

REPRESENTATION  ON  OTHER  BODIES 

Early  in  the  past  year  your  Executive  met  the  representatives  of 
Organized  Labor  and  completed  the  set  up  for  the  Provincial  Council  of 
the  Co-operative  Commonwealth  Federation.  This  body  is  at  present  com- 
posed of  the  Executive  of  the  U.F.A.  and  six  representatives  of  the  Cana- 
dian Labor  Party,  Alberta  Section.  We  wisli  to  pay  tribute  to  the  splendid 
spirit  of  co-operation  displayed  by  Labor  representatives  on  that  body  and 
the  relationship  has  been  delightfully  harmonious.  The  U.F.A.  was  repre- 
sented at  the  first  annual  convention  of  the  C.C.F.  in  Eegina  by  the  full 
U.F.A.  Executive,  Mrs.  Ross,  Vice-President  of  the  U.F.W.A!;  Walter 
Skinner,  U.F.A.  Director;  Wm.  Shields,  M.L.A.;  C.  A.  Ronning,  M.L.A.; 
Donald  MacLeod,  M.L.A.;  H.  E.  Spencer,  M.P. ;  E.  J.  Garland,  M.P.;  A. 
Speakman,  M.P.;  Wm.  Irvine,  M.P.,  and  G.  G.  Coote,  M.P. 

Your  Executive,  after  due  consideration  to  the  problem  of  laying  the 
U.F.A.  viewpoint  before  the  MacMillan  Commission,  called  together  a  com- 
mittee composed  of  Messrs.  Spencer,  Coote,  Bevington,  Irvine,  Sutherland, 
and  Shields,  for  the  purpose  of  drafting  a  memorandum  to  lay  before  this 
Commission.  This  committee  assisted  by  Mr.  Gardiner  drafted  the  brief 
which  was  finally  laid  before  the  Commission  by  Messrs.  Gardiner  and 
Priestley  and  also  published  in  "The  U.F.A."  Your  organization  was  also 
represented  in  a  fraternal  capacity  by  Mr.  Geo.  Bevington  at  the  recent 
convention  of  the  Alberta  Federation"  of  Labor. 

"THE  U.F.A."  PAPER 

"The  U.F.A."  has  continued  to  give  the  organization  splendid  service. 
It  i;  only  regretted  that  its  influence  cannot  be  more  widely  distributed. 


During  the  past  year  it  has  been  very  effective  in  contradicting  erroneous 
statements  made  by  political  opponents. 

We  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  to  the  many  writers  who  have 
contributed  articles  gratuitously  during  the  year.  In  this  connection  we 
wish  especially  to  mention  Mrs.  H.  E.  Spencer  whose  articles  are  very  much 
appreciated  by  the  womenfolk  of  our  movement. 

We  apprfeciate  the  untiring  efforts  of  our  editor  to  bring  to  the  farm 
people  of  this  Province  the  meslsage  of  economic  reconstruction,  but  we 
keenly  recognize  the  limitations  of  our  paper,  and  we  submit  to  our  mem- 
bership the  thought  that  one  of  the  greatest  problems  affecting  our  move- 
ment is  that  of  bringing  into  actual  reality  our  ideal  of  a  weekly  publica- 
tion with  much  more  scope  for  active  work  in  the  field  of  social  recon- 
struction. 


FINANCIAL  STANDING 

We  are  glad  to  report  a  considerable  increase  in  the  membership  of 
the  various  branches  of  the  organization.  Owing  principally  to  financial 
difficulties  and  the  continued  suffering  through  drought  in  a  large  portion 
of  the  Province,  the  increase  has  not  been  as  large  as  we  anticipated  in  view 
of  the  reduced  membership  fee.  A  very  encouraging  sign  is  the  large 
number  of  new  Junior  Locals  that  have  been  organized  during  the  year 
and  we  sincerely  hope  that  this  may  not  be  merely  a  temporary  advance 
but  rather  that  an  increasing  number  of  our  young  people  are  realizing  the 
necessity  of  organization  and  the  study  of  economics. 

You  will  have  noticed  by  the  financial  statement  that  the  year  has  been 
a  very  trying  one  for  the  organization  and  our  reserves  have  been  somewhat 
depleted.  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  liave  to  report  a  very  unfortunate 
occurrence  in  the  Central  Office  which  was  partially  responsible  for  this. 
Two  of  the  trusted  employees  are  at  this  time  awaiting  trial  for  misap- 
propriating funds  of  the  Association.  This  matter  will  be  further  explained 
by  the  auditor.  We  have  endeavored  to  keep  down  expenses  to  the  very 
lowest  point  and  at  the  same  time  give  the  utmost  possible  service  to  the 
Association,  and  we  realize  that  the  chief  means  by  which  greater  service 
can  be  given  the  farmers  of  Alberta  is  by  increasing  the  membership. 


POLITICAL  REPRESENTATIVES 

We  wish  to  pay  tribute  to  and  thank  our  Federal  Members  for  the 
splendid  work  they  have  done  in  this  Province  in  developing  and  build- 
ing up  the  U.F.A.  Continually  they  have  been  sacrificing  their  home  life, 
their  families,  their  time,  and  their  private  means  in  an  endeavor  to  de- 
velop progressive  idealism  in  the  economic  thought  of  our  movement.  Fur- 
ther afield  throughout  the  whole  Dominion  they  have  carried  the  message 
of  economic  reconstruction  and  the  newly  developing  Co-operative  Com- 
monwealth Federation  owes  much  to  them  as  they  have  made  a  great 
contribution  to  it. 

Our  Premier,  Cabinet  and  Provincial  Representatives  have  the  diffi- 
cult and  grave  responsibility  of  carrying  on  and  serving  the  people  of  this 
Province  during  a  period  in  our  present  economic  system  which  shows 
certain  very  definite  evidence  of  collapse.  During  this,  the  greatest  crisis 
in  modern  times,  they  are  serving  us  faithfully  and  well,  struggling  man- 
fully to  retain  for  us  the  services  we  recjuire  and  giving  us  honest  and 
efficient  administration.  We  entirely  condemn  the  well-organized  cam- 
paign of  political  misrepresentation  which  has  been  launched  against  them 
all  over  the  Province  by  the  two  old  political  parties.  We  believe  that  the 
very  violence  of  this  attack  will  defeat  its  own  objective  and  will  be  the 
means  of  consolidating  the  U.F.A.  forces. 
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CO-OPERATIVE  PURCHASING 


We  would  like  to  emphasize  the  two-fold  benefit  to  our  members  of 
the  co-operative  purchasing  of  the  U.F.A.  First  it  has  undoubtely  brought 
certain  farm  necessities  to  our  farm  people  on  the  basis  of  a  great  saving, 
as  compared  to  prevailing  prices,  and  second  it  has  to  a  great  extent 
strengthened  and  solidified  the  U.F.A.  in  many  parts  of  our  Province.  It 
is  sui'ely  significant  that  in  the  Provincial  Constituency  of  Acadia  where 
drought  conditions  have  been  so  difficult  during  the  past  five  years,  to  find 
in  that  area  a  splendid  thriving  co-operative  purchasing  organization  with 
a  good  U.F.A.  membership  behind  it,  the  Acadia  Association  last  year 
having  a  turnover  of  well  over  $64,000.00.  This  is  an  area  where  purchas- 
ing power  is  very  nearly  the  lowest  in  the  Province.  We  congratulate  the 
Co-operative  Committee  on  the  successful  termination  of  the  year's  work 
in  the  face  of  many  difficulties.  We  appeal  to  our  members  to  patronize 
their  own  organization  in  the  purchasing  of  such  commodities  as  are 
handled  on  a  co-operative  basis.  By  doing  so  they  not  only  benefit  them- 
selves personally,  but  help  in  a  very  material  way  in  building  up  our 
membership  in  the  U.F.A. 

OUR  PRESIDENT 

We  wish  at  this  time  to  record  our  appreciation,  and  draw  to  the 
attention  of  our  members  the  untiring  devotion  of  our  Preisident,  >Mr. 
Robert  Gardiner,  to  the  cause  of  the  U.F.A.  For  three  years  as  leader  of 
this  organization  he  has  gvien  wholeheartedly!  of  'nis  leadership,  his 
services  and  his  time.  He  has  not  only  served  the  organization  without 
salary  but  has  used  his  own  funds  in  carrying  out  the  work  of  this  or- 
ganization, even  going  so  far,  possibly  in  his  self-sacrificing  devotion  to 
our  cause,  as  to  impair  his  health.  We  feel  sure  we  are  recording  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  our  movement  in  stating  that  we  owe  Mr.  Gardiner 
a  debt  we  can  never  repay. 

PRESENT  CONDITIONS  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Your  Board  cannot  help  but  be  aware  of  the  difficulties  faced  by  the 
Alberta  farmer  today,  who  for  four  years  has  been  trying  to  carry  on 
with  prices  of  the  goods  he  sells  fallen  below  the  cost  of  production,  and 
the  prices  of  what  he  buys  held  out  of  his  reach  by  a  system  whose  agent, 
the  Dominion  Government,  is  mindful  only  "to  preserve  the  finan- 
cial structure"  and  to  maintain  the.  "industrial  integrity"  of  the 
country,  no  matter  what  happens  to  the  other  909f  of  Canadian 
citizens.  Farm  machinery  and  buildings  are  in  increasing  need 
of  replacement  and  repairs,  the  cost  of  which  cannot  be  met  at  pr'esent 
prices.  The  reserves  Avhich  have  carried  our  farmers  so  far  across  the 
recent  barren  years  have  in  so  many  cases  become  exhausted,  and  it  is 
our  opinion  that  active  and  immediate  steps  must  be  taken  by  those  in 
control  of  dominion  policy,  to  give  the  average  agriculturist  relief  by  way 
of  higher  pri,ces  or  lowered  burdens,  or  he  too  will  be  forced  to  the  I'e- 
arettable  condition  of  relief  by  way  of  dole.  The  leaders  of  the  U.F.A. 
have  consistently  advocated  financial  inflation  in  Canada  as  the  means  of 
immediate  relief  from  low  prices  for  farm  prtducts.  Since  there  has  been 
little  hope  of  such  action  from  private  sources,  it  has  been  urged  that  the 
inflation  should  be  instituted  and  controlled  by  the  Government.  We 
appreciate  the  fact  that  while  little  action  toward  this  end  has  been 
taken  on  this  side  of  the  line,  the  government  of  President  Roosevelt  has 
by  this  means,  not  only  impr'oved  conditions  in  the  U.  S.  but  turned  the 
tide  of  business  conditions  in  Canada  also  slightly  upward.  We  cannot, 
however,  be  content  with  what  others  do  for  us.  We  must  prepare  also 
to  do  something  for  oui^selves.  The  crisis  of  peace  is  not  less  menacing 
to  many  than  the  crisis  of  war.  The  farm  women  who  during  recent 
years  have  endured  the  privations  incident  to  this  economic  crisis  cannot 
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be  asked  for  further  sacrifice  in  a  land  of  overproduction.  The  situation 
demands  action.  The  youtli  who  come  yearly  in  tiiousands  from  our 
schools  must  no  longer  be  abandoned  to  enforced  idleness.  Rural  opinion 
is  losing  the  hope  that  things  will  right  themselves  and  is  strengthening 
the  tletermination  to  do  something  toward  righting  them.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  machinery  for  economic  recovery  is  so  largely  in  the  hands 
of  the  Dominion  Government,  and  that  those  who  now  control  that  ma- 
chinery pay  so  little  heed  to  the  plight  of  the  western  farmer,  it  is  the 
desire  of  your  board  that  you  sliould  leave  no  stone  unturned  whereby 
when  the  time  comes  you  may  do  your  share  toward  bringing  into  being 
a  more  equitable  administration  of  national  affairs. 

The  greatest  contribution  you  can  make  toward  the  upbuilding  of  the 
C.C.F.  is  to  maintain  and  develop  a  militant  constructive  and  intelli- 
gent U.F.A. 

J.  K.  SUTHERLAND, 
I.  V.  MACKLIN, 
W.  SKINNER. 


REPORT 

OF 

COMMITTEE  ON  ORGANIZATION 


Your  Committee,  reviewing  the  organization  work  of  tlie  year,  finds 
some  confusion  of  thought  amongst  people  of  the  Province  as  well  as  the 
members  of  the  U.F.A.,  which  originates  from  a  misunderstanding,  or  lack 
of  understanding,  as  to  the  functions  of  the  two  Associations — the  C.C.F. 
and  the  U.F.A. 

The  U.F.A.  organization  came  into  existence  as  an  industrial  group, 
banded  together  with  the  object  of  the  improvement  of  the  conditions  of 
those  engaged  in  the  agricultural  industry.  Naturally  a  society  of  this 
kind  has  room  at  all  times  for  those  who  may  hold  a  diversity  of  opinions. 
Our  membership  has  within  its  ranks  individuals  of  various  racial  origin 
with  differences  of  background,  tradition  and  language,  and  of  many  re- 
ligious views.  Our  organization  includes  advocates  of  various  social  and 
economic  theories,  viz.,  free  traders,  students  of  Carl  Marx,  supporters  of 
Henry  George  and  Major  Douglas.  If  these  different  schools  of  thoug'ht 
are  to  be  rigidly  held  by  their  supporters,  regardless  of  the  variety  of  views 
we  recognize  exists,  it  would  lead  to  but  one  end — the  impossibility  of 
successful  co-operative  effort. 

Superficially  we  ask  ourselves  how  can  people  of  so  many  schools,  of 
thought  and  tradition  be  banded  together  in  one  organization?  In  spite 
of  all  this,  the  recognition  of  one  great  common  ground  has  banded  the 
people  together  into  an  organization  that  has  a  long  record  of  achievement 
and  solidarity  second  to  none  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  The  common 
interest  is  the  defence  and  improvement  of  the  industry  of  agriculture. 

We  respectfully  submit  that  only  through  the  development  of  our 
common  interest,  maintained  on  the  basis  on  which  we  started,  can  we  de- 
velop this  organization  for  greater  effectiveness,  and  make  our  contribution 
to  the  broader  co-operation  that  challenges  mankind. 

D.  MACLACHLAN, 
J.  E.  BROWN, 
MRS.  MALLOY. 

Organization  Committee. 
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REPORT 


ON 

"THE  U.F.A." 


For  the  first  period  of  a  full  year  since  its  establishment,  "The 
U.F.A."  was  issued  as  a  monthly  periodical  in  1933.  The  reduction  in 
frequency  was  felt  to  have  been  a  most  regrettable  necessity.  As  a  result 
of  lowered  costs,  however,  it  has  been  possible  to  end  the  year  with  a 
surplus — an  exceptional  thing  among  publications  at  this  time  of  greatly 
reduced  advertising  revenues.  While  "The  U.F.A."  has  suffered  with 
the  rest,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  it  has  suffered  less  than  most. 

The  cost  of  production  of  "The  U.F.A."  was  approximately  $6,000 
less  in  the  financial  year  just  closed  than  in  the  previous  period  of  twelve 
months,  during  three  of  which  the  periodical  had  been  issued  as  a  semi- 
monthly. While  in  1932  a  total  of  440  pages  of  reading  and  advertising 
matter  were  printed,  in  1933  the  total  was  392. 

A  wide  range  of  interests  was  covered  during  the  year  in  the  pages 
of  the  paper.  Provincial  affairs  were  dealt  with  extensively.  During  the 
session  of  the  Alberta  Legislature,  in  addition  to  general  reports  on  pro- 
ceedings, a  number  of  articles  were  published  dealing  with  the  investiga- 
tion by  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  into  the  charges  against  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Works  made  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Howson,  the  Liberal  leader. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  result  of  this  investigation,  which  completely 
vindicated  the  Minister  and  his  staff,  received  scant  publicity  in  the  daily 
press,  although  the  original  charges  had  been  widely  disseminated.  With 
one  or  two  exceptions,  the  daily  newspapers  failed  to  mention  in  their 
columns,  on  the  occasion  of  the  concluding  session  of  the  committee,  the 
very  explicit  statement  in  which  the  late  George  Webster,  a  respected 
Liberal  member  of  the  Assembly  and  former  leader  of  the  party,  dis- 
sociated himself  from  Mr.  Howson's  charges,  and  in  fact,  revealed  the  ab- 
surdity of  much  of  the  evidence  which  had  been  submitted  by  Mr.  How- 
son's  witnesses.  "The  U.F.A.,"  in  its  reports  of  this  investigation,  was 
able  to  place  much  information  before  its  43,000  readers,  who  otherwise 
could  have  obtained  little  knowledge  of  the  facts. 

By  means  of  a  series  of  special  articles,  by  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, also,  it  has  been  possible  to  correct  many  serious  misstatements  of 
facts  and  figures  made  by  certain  opposition  speakers,  in  regard  to  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  Province.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  readers  of  "The 
U.F.A."  who  have  studied  the  articles  referred  to  are  in  possession  of  an 
accurate  and  much  more  complete  picture  of  the  actual  state  of  Alberta's 
affairs,  than  it  would  have  been  possible  for  them  to  obtain  from  any 
newspaper  or  other  publication  in  the  Province. 

A  debate  on  Provincial  finances  between  Mr.  D.  M.  Duggan,  the  Con- 
servative leader,  and  one  of  the  U.F.A.  members  of  the  Assembly,  was 
reported,  the  arguments  and  views  of  the  two  speakers  being  set  out  at 
length  in  parallel  columns.  The  report  occasioned  much  comment,  espe- 
cially in  view  of  the  fact  that  in  the  Calgary  newspaper  which  reported  the 
debate,  a  decidedly  one-sided  picture  was  presented,  answers  to  Mr.  Dug- 
gan's  arguments  being  almost  entirely  omitted.  Mr.  Duggan's  action  in 
accepting  the  invitation  to  debate  created  a  favorable  impression,  and 
appreciation  was  expressed  to  both  speakers  by  unanimous  vote  of  the 
U.F.A.  Local  which  had  arranged  the  meeting. 


7 


It  had  been  hoped  that  Mr.  Howson  also  would  accept  one  of  the 
many  invitations  to  debate  which  have  been  offered  to  him  by  Locals  and 
other  branches  of  our  Organization  in  various  parts  of  the  Province; 
but  unfortunately  the  Liberal  leader  has  hitherto  declined  the  invitations. 
In  consequence  "The  U.F.A."  publication  has  been  unable  to  carry  out 
the  plan  which  it  had  contemplated,  of  reporting  in  parallel  columns  the 
case  which  might  be  presented  by  the  two  speakers  in  such  a  debate. 
This  is  regrettable;  but  the  remedy  lies  in  Mr.  Howson's  hands,  and  should 
he  overcome  his  reluctance  to  speak  on  a  platform  where  it  would  be 
necessary  for  him  to  establish,  by  supporting  evidence,  such  statements 
as  he  might  make,  "The  U.F.A."  will  endeavor  to  do  full  justice  to  the 
occasion. 

Space  given  to  the  affairs  of  the  Federal  Parliament  has  been  some- 
what less  than  in  some  former  years;  the  session  this  year  having  been 
more  barren  than  usual  in  legislation  designed  to  deal  with  economic 
realities.  A  Royal  Commission  on  Banking  and  Finance  was  appointed  dur- 
ing the  session,  and  a  full  report  was  given  in  "The  U.F.A."  of  the  sub- 
mission made  to  the  Commission  in  behalf  of  the  Association. 

An  analysis  of  the  contents  of  the  volume  of  1933  shows  that  the 
affairs  of  the  Wheat  Pool  were  dealt  with  by  the  Pool's  publicity  depart- 
ment in  the  section  controlled  by  the  Pool  to  the  extent  of  2,168  column- 
inches;  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.F.A.  was  reported  to  the  extent 
of  699  inches,  and  U.F.A.  news,  including  reports  of  Constituency  Con- 
ventions, totalled  1,507  inches  during  the  year;  while  1,347  inches  were 
devoted  to  U.F.W.A.  affairs  and  those  of  the  Junior  Branch. 

A  rather  extensive  report  was  given  of  the  first  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Co-operative  Comrnonwealth  Federation  in  Eegina,  and  through- 
out the  year  numerous  articles  dealing  with  the  progress  of  the  Federation 
and  expounding-'  its  policies  appeared.  Special  articles  which  did  not  deal 
specifically  with  the  U.F.A.  or  the  Federation  were  in  their  educational 
character  related  to  the  ideals  and  principals  which  underlie  these  move- 
ments. 

To  strictly  C.C.F.  affairs  727  inches  were  devoted;  to  editorial  mat- 
ter apart  from  signed  and  unsigned  special  articles  by  the  editor,  610 
inches;  to  Federal  affairs  362  inches;  to  the  U.F.A.  Co-operative  Com- 
mittee's Bulletins,  etc.,  152  inches;  while  numerous  articles  dealing  with 
foreign  affairs  and  matters  of  outstanding  interest  of  a  general  nature 
were  published. 

"The  U.F.A."  arranged  an  essay  contest  for  Junior  members  on  "The 
Significance  of  Edward  Bellamy  and  William  Morris  to  the  Canada  of 
Today."  The  quality  of  most  of  the  essays  submitted  was  gratifyingly 
high,  and  revealed  a  firm  grasp  by  the  writers  of  the  ideas  set  forth  in 
the  books  which  had  been  named  for  reading,  and  an  understanding  of 
the  principles  of  the  U.F.A.  and  the  C.C.F.  which  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  a  basis  for  future  leadership  is  being  established  among  our  farm 
young  people. 

In  conclusion  we  may  state  that  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in 
interest  in  "The  U.F.A."  from  year  to  year,  and  that  this  has  been  espe- 
cially marked  during  the  year  just  closed.  Appreciation  of  the  service 
of  the  paper  to  the  movement  is  widely  expressed;  and  its  influence  and 
educational  value  stand  today  at  a  higher  point  than  in  any  previous 
period  since  its  establishment. 

ROBERT  GARDINER, 
NORMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY, 
J.  K.  SUTHERLAND, 
H.  B.  MACLEOD, 
GEORGE  E.  CHURCH, 
MRS.  E.  PRICE. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

CO-OPERATIVE  COMMITTEE 


In  presenting  this  the  third  annual  report  of  the  Co-operative  Com- 
mittee we  are  pleased  to  record  a  still  further  extension  of  organization. 
There  are  now  twenty  constituency  or  district  co-operative  associations 
organized,  registered  under  the  Co-operative  Associations  Act  of  Al- 
berta. In  addition  there  have  been  131  locals  of  the  U.F.A.  not  yet  or- 
ganized into  district  co-operatives  which  have  done  business  directly  with 
Central  Office. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  there  is  as  yet  no  uniform  fiscal  year  among 
the  co-operatives  and  locals,  to  remedy  which  condition  action  is  being 
urged,  we  are  unable  to  publish  an  exact  statement  of  the  volume  of  busi- 
ness, dividends  distributed,  etc.  The  movement  is  undoubtedly  gaining 
strength  and  your  Committee  is  gratified  to  note  that  those  associations 
which  have  now  been  in  operation  two  or  three  seasons  have  become  a 
real  factor  in  the  handling  of  a  number  of  principal  bulk  commodities 
used  by  the  farmers  of  those  areas. 

To  keep  pace  with  the  developments  among  the  co-operatives  and 
locals,  your  committee,  after  consultation  with  the  Executive,  decided  to 
engage  the  services  of  a  business  man  who,  during  the  past  fall,  devoted 
his  whole  time  to  the  servicing  of  the  co-operating  groups  from  Central 
Office.  We  are  encouraged  with  the  results.  It  is  well  within  the  possi- 
bilities that  within  a  few  years  a  separate  department  of  Central  Office 
with  the  necessary  staff  including  fieldmen  will  be  required. 

The  third  annual  conference  of  the  co-operative  associations  was  held 
in  Edmonton  on  December  19th  and  20th,  1933.  The  two  days  spent  to- 
gether with  your  Committee  served  usefully  to  iron  out  difficulties  and 
direct  future  policy.  We  recommend  that  the  brief  report  of  the  con- 
ference given  on  page  5  of  the  January  issue  of  "The  U.F.A."  be  read 
at  all  local  meetings. 

Our  report  to  the  Board  at  the  last  convention  gave  figures  covering 
the  business  done  between  June,  1931,  and  December,  1932.  The  fiscal 
year  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-opei"ative  Association  closes  on  March  31st. 
Below  is  a  consolidated  statement  for  the  four  quarters  covering  the 
calendar  year  1933. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

U.F.A.  CENTRAL  CO-OPERATIVE  ASSOCIATION  LIMITED 
December  31st,  1933 

Assets   $  2,150.52 

Liabilities   1,011.38 


Surplus  Assets   $  1,139.14 

Revenue    10,419.27 

Expenditure    2,717.81 


Surplus  for  year   $  7,701.46 
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SURPLUS  ACCOUNT 


As  at  December  31st,  1932  . 
Adjustment   1932  transaction 


$  5,866.59 
145.55 


Operating-  surplus  as  above  .  . 
Allocations  U.F.A.  .$5,500.00 
Grants  and  Dividends 


$  5,721.04 
$  7,701.46 


to   Locals    6,783.36 


12,283.36 


Undivided  Surplus  December 
31st,  1933   


$  1,139.14 


It  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  in  reviewing  the  year  that  it  is  the 
fourth  year  of  the  so-called  "depression"  and  that  in  addition  to  the 
very  restricted  purchasing  power  of  the  farmers  as  a  result  of  continued 
low  prices  we  have  had  a  very  serious  crop  failure  in  large  parts  of  the 
Province. 

We  must  also  give  due  weight  to  the  fact  that  our  co-operative 
efforts  have  had  to  meet  unusually  keen  competition  on  the  part  of  com- 
mercial organizations  which  are  making  a  desperate  fight  to  maintain 
solvency  or  their  very  existence. 

In  view  of  these  circumstances  we  feel  that  we  have  made  gratifying 
progress.  We  estimate  the  total  business  turnover  of  the  co-operatives 
at  $875,000.  Of  this  total,  however,  $175,000  was  reported  from  four 
of  the  larger  and  older  constituency  associations  which  indicates  the 
great  possibilities  before  us  as  the  newer  organizations  gain  experience 
and  strength  and  yet  more  areas  of  the  province  are  organized.  We  be- 
lieve that  good  foundations  are  being  laid  for  future  development. 

While  here  and  there  some  difficulties  develop  which  may  have  a 
disgruntling  effect  upon  individuals  or  even  locals,  we  believe  that  our 
co-operative  buying  activities  on  the  whole  have  had  and  will  contiiiue 
to  have  very  beneficial  effects  upon  our  farm  organization.  We  believe 
that  while  it  is  necessary  to  guard  against  purely  mercenary  motives  be- 
ing the  grounds  of  appeal,  the  farm  people  are,  nevertheless,  quite  right 
in  looking  to  their  organization  for  assistance  in  their  distressful  economic 
conditions.  Undoubtedly  numbers  of  men  and  women  who  are  not  greatly 
concerned,  even  yet,  about  general  social  and  economic  policies  or  about 
the  educational  and  political  activities  of  the  association  are  attracted  to 
the  movement  by  the  prospect  of  immediate  monetary  gain. 

It  is  significant  that  in  one  area  of  the  Province  where  the  people 
are  hardest  pressed  by  economic  and  climatic  conditions  one  of  our  as- 
sociations had  a  turnover  of  nearly  $65,000  and  has  many  communities 
which  have  practically  lOOVr  membership  in  J;he  U.F.A. 

In  another  district  much  more  favorably  situated  we  have  a  local 
which  has  during  the  past  year  distributed  $160.00  in  patronage  divi- 
dends as  well  as  retaining  $72.00  in  the  local  funds  out  of  which  they 
are  paying  the  expenses  of  five  delegates  to  the  annual  convention. 

Your  committee  would  recommend: 

1.  That  all  associations  and  locals  maintain  the  closest  possible  con- 
tact with  Central  Office; 

2.  That  while  economic  conditions  remain  adverse,  the  distribution 
of  patronage  dividends,  each  quarter  if  possible,  be  niade  the  key  of 
policy  rather  than  the  accumulation  of  reserves  for  any  purpose. 

3.  That  endeavour  be  made  to  keep  up  continuous  activity  through- 
out the  year  in  the  buying  of  various  seasonable  commodities. 

4.  That  the  local  officers  and  co-operative  boards  endeavour  to 
stimulate  interest  in  various  ways  and  particularly  that  the  members 
of  locals  be  given  full  opportunity  to  decide  upon  the  distribution  of 
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dividends  whether  returned  to  the  co-operating  members  or  used  for 
community  purposes. 

5.  That  sound  business  practices  be  followed  at  all  times  particu- 
larly avoidinjo-  the  issuance  of  credit  which  has  wrecked  innumerable  con- 
sumer co-operatives.  One  substantial  unpaid  debt  may  be  enough  to  rob 
the  whole  community  of  dividends  for  a  given  period. 

6.  Tliat  while  the  principle  of  avoiding  capital  expenditures  should 
continue  to  govern  operations  the  locals  in  the  coal  using  areas  should 
as  soon  as  conveniently  possible  become  the  owners  of  their  own  coal 
sheds.  This  suggestion  might  be  extended  to  other  areas  so  as  to  pro- 
vide for  inexpensive  storage  for  surplus  commodities,  e.g.,  flour,  twine, 
posts,  etc. 

7.  That  the  ambitious  resolution  laid  before  the  convention  of  1931 
which  called  for  "the  consolidation  of  the  buying  and  selling  powers  of 
the  farm  people  of  this  Province  under  one  centralized  management"  be 
kept  in  mind ;  and  that  careful  steps  be  taken  to  pool  wherever  possible 
the  purchasing  power  of  the  farmers  which  are  organized  in  our  various 
co-operatives. 

8.  That  our  members,  locals  and  co-operative  associations  endeavour 
to  find  some  basis  upon  which  the  buying  power  and  services  of  the  vari- 
ous co-operative  stores  scattered  throughout  the  Province  can  be  utilized 
to  the  advantage  of  the  farmers  of  the  vicinity,  always  having  regard  to 
the  necessity  for  centralized  management  and  pooled  purchasing  power. 

9.  That  as  soon  as  conditions  permit  this  U.F.A.  consumer  co-opera- 
tive movement  should  make  connections  with  the  great  co-operatives  of 
Great  Britain  and  that  at  such  time  first  hand  study  of  that  movement 
be  made  by  some  person  or  committee  fitted  to  undertake  the  task. 

Jn  conclusion  we  wish  again  to  place  on  record  our  conviction  that 
tliis  branch  of  our  work  must  be  not  be  regarded  as  a  possible  cure  for 
the  economic  maladjustments  and  evils  from  which  the  farm  community 
suffers.  We  believe  that  it  does  provide  a  means  of  testing  the  will  of  our 
people  to  co-operate  and  at  the  same  time  a  schooling  in  business  tech- 
nique. We  strongly  urge  that  time  be  given  to  the  discussion  of  co- 
operative organization  methods,  achievements  and  philosophy,  and  are 
confident  that  progress  made  in  this  direction  will  contribute  to  the 
attainment  of  the  ultimate  objectives  of  our  association  including  a  richer, 
fuller,  happier  life  for  the  rural  people  of  Alberta. 

NORMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY, 
H.  B.  MACLEOD, 
GEORGE  CHURCH. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

BANKING  AND  CREDIT  COMMITTEE 


There  have  been  no  new  developments  in  the  financial  system  insofar 
as  Canada  is  concerned  since  issuing  our  last  report,  and  in  consequence 
it  has  been  increasingly  difficult  to  carry  on  business;  even  large  corpora- 
tions such  as  the  C.P.R.  have  declared  their  inability  to  finance  without 
the  assistance  of  the  Dominion  Government.  As  far  as  agriculture  is  con- 
cerned, the  position  is  progressively  becoming  worse  and  will  continue  to 
do  so  as  long  as  the  price  of  commodities  produced  is  insufficient  to  pay 
the  cost  of  production.  A  vast  financial  experiment  is  being  carried  on 
in  the  United  States  but  it  is  too  early  yet  to  estimate  what  its  efi'ect 
may  be,  nor  how  far  the  President  will  go.  It  is  rather  interesting  to 
note  in  this  connection,  however,  that  prices  of  commodities  in  Canada 
have  risen  slightly  owing  to  its  inflationary  eff'ect,  which  vindicates  the 
stand  taken  by  our  Federal  Members  for  the  past  two  years. 

Our  forecast  of  two  years  ago  as  to  the  inevitability  of  the  cancella- 
tion or  repudiation  of  debts  has  become  true.  Leading  nations  of  the 
world  are  defaulting,  and  to  avoid  a  complete  collapse  the  organized  forces 
and  credit  of  the  state  have  been  placed  behind  the  industrial  mechanism. 

Various  philosophies  have  been  developed  by  students  of  Sociology 
and  Economics  with  the  idea  of  solving  the  problem  of  the  unequal  dis- 
tribution of  wealth,  caused  by  the  Capitalist  System.  The  theory  of  Marx 
was  that  the  system  robbed  the  workers  at  the  point  of  production,  and 
that  if  machinery,  etc.,  were  owned  collectively  and  the  product  were  dis- 
tributed equally  the  problem  would  be  solved.  Brokaw,  the  originator  of 
the  Equitist  proposal  of  the  "hour  for  hour"  basis  of  exchange,  asserts 
that  robbery  takes  place  at  the  point  of  exchange,  owing  to  an  imperfect 
medium  of  exchange.  Douglas  and  otliers  for  a  number  of  years  have 
expounded  the  Social  Credit  idea,  which  is  that  a  sufficient  amount  of 
social  credit  be  issued,  to  at  all  times  buy  and  exchange  goods  and  services. 

We  do  not  know  which  of  these,  if  either,  will  be  adopted,  but  there 
is  sufficient  evidence  that  the  present  financial  system  cannot  function 
effectively  in  an  age  of  plenty,  and  that  some  different  monetary  policy 
will  have  to  be  evolved  if  this  civilization  is  to  continue.  We  consider 
that  it  is  unnecessary  to  add  anything  to  the  U.F.A.  financial  policy  as 
adopted  at  the  last  Convention  in  our  Declaration  of  Principles,  but  wish 
to  reaffirm  our  conviction  of  the  soundness  of  those  principles,  and  we 
wish  again  to  state  our  belief  that  there  is  no  final  solution  for  the  econ- 
omic difficulties  by  any  measure  of  monetary  reform  of  itself,  but  it  must 
always  be  adapted  and  applied  to  the  peculiar  conditions  that  exist  or 
may  arise. 

We  wish  to  again  reiterate  that  our  problem  is  to  endeavor  to  find 
an  accxirate  measure  of  value  for  exchange,  which  will  make  it  possible 
to  eliminate  the  power  of  one  person  to  exploit  another. 

We  submit  the  following  recommendations  for  action  in  the  near 
future : 

1.  That  amendments  to  the  Bankruptcy  laws  be  passed,  making  them 
applicable  to  the  farming  industry,  thereby  enabling  farmers  to  have  such 
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re-adjustments  made  in  their  financial  aflfairs  as  will  allow  them  to  con- 
tinue to  function. 

2.  That  in  the  interests  of  the  people  of  Canada,  it  is  absolutely 
essential  that  the  proposed  Central  Bank  be  publicly  owned  and  controlled. 

3,  We  urge  upon  the  Provincial  Government  the  vital  necessity  of 
stressing-  the  U.F.A.  viewpoint  of  the  socialization  of  the  Financial  System 
of  Canada  by  resolution,  and  impressing  on  the  Federal  authorities  the 
necessity  for  immediate  action. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  BEVINGTON, 
JOHN  FOWLIE, 
J.  K.  SUTHERLAND, 
W.  SKINNER. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEE 


NORMAL  QUESTION 

It  has  come  to  our  attention  that  during  the  past  year  the  Normal 
School  fees  have  been  raised  from  $50.00  to  $100.00  and  we  believe  that 
thii?  will  make  it  impossible  for  many  students  to  receive  Normal  School 
training  who  would  otherwise  do  so. 

It  will  be  admitted  that  at  the  present  time  we  have  a  surplus  of 
teachers  in  the  Province  who  do  not  agree  that  this  is  the  correct  pro- 
cedure to  reduce  the  number.  It  places  an  unfair  disadvantage  on  the 
student  who  is  working  his  or  her  way  and  who  in  all  probability  may 
make  the  best  teacher.  In  short  we  recommend  that  the  discrimination  be 
on  a  basis  of  merit  rather  than  financial  standing. 

CORRESPONDENCE  HIGH  SCHOOL  COURSE  FEES 

At  present  we  find  that  due  to  stringent  financial  conditions  many 
of  our  rural  young  people  are  unable  to  take  advantage  of  the  High  School 
correspondence  course  made  available  during  the  past  year  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education,  because  of  the  high  fee  of  $10.00  per  subject  that  is 
required. 

This  condition  tends  to  put  into  the  already  overcrowded  field  of 
production  many  young  people  who  should  and  would  be  attending  school 
if  possible. 

In  view  of  this  condition  the  Educational  Committee  of  your  Board 
do  therefore  recommend  that  the  fees  charged  for  these  courses  be  reduced 
from  $10.00  to  $2.00  per  subject. 

It  is  evident  that  the  economic  welfare  of  classes  within  the  nation, 
and  of  the  nation  as  a  whole,  is  to  an  increasing  extent  determined  by 
legal  enactment.  In  a  democratic  country  where  the  people  rule,  it  is 
consequently  vital  that  the  ordinary  voter  should  know  something  of  the 
science  of  governmi>;nt  and  how  to  use  his  vote  for  his  own  and  the  na- 
tional welfare.    It  would  seem  reasonable  that  for  the  expenditure  of  time 
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and  money  necessary  for  a  public  and  high  school  course  the  coming  citi- 
zen should  receive  more  training  in  economics  and  government  policy 
than  is  now  the  case.  We  find  the  mind  of  the  average  public  and  high 
school  graduate,  who  will  shortly  receive  the  right  to  vote,  about  as  bar- 
ren of  ability  in  the  intelligent  use  of  the  ballot  as  an  infant  of  etiquette. 
Changes  being  now  necessary  in  the  life  of  all  civilized  nations,  the  time 
has  come  when  democracy  must  intelligently  use  or  lose  its  power.  Many 
nations  have  reverted  to  autocracy  or  dictatorships  in  order  to  speed  up 
and  execute  the  necessary  changes.  The  fate  of  democracy  in  Canada 
will  be  determined  by  the  intelligence  of  its  citizens.  We  trust  that  the 
development  of  this  intelligence  will  not  continue  to  be  left  till  after 
the  education  of  the  youth  is  complete,  and  your  committee  recom.mends 
that  more  attention  should  be  given  to  these  matters  during  school  years, 
at  the  expense  of  subjects  leading  to  professional  life  which  so  few  of  the 
students  ever  enter  and  which  if  they  did,  they  could  easily  get  when  they 
decide  to  specialize  on  that  course. 

Having  watched  the  feeble  growth  of  co-operative  enterprises  in  our 
province,  we  have  wondered  if  the  flower  of  co-operation  would  ever  grow 
and  blossom  in  the  barren  soil  of  individualistic  thinking  developed  and 
hardened  by  an  educational  system,  the  whole  background  of  which  is 
individualistic  and  whose  every  part  is  permeated  by  the  competitive 
philosophy.  We  look  to  the  continued  success  of  co-operative  enterprises 
in  a  country  like  D,enmark  and  we  are  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
same  flower  has  blossomed  in  that  land  because  the  soil  has  been  prepared 
in  the  minds  of  the  youth  during  their  student  days,  and  in  age,  they 
are  simply  carrying  into  eff'ect  the  visions  of  youth.  It  is  likely  to 
hq  visions  of  atjtemjpted  aggrandisement  through  exploitation  if  the 
teaching  has  been  individualistic,  or  vicious;  of  greatness  through 
service  if  the  teaching  has  embodied  those  ideals.  Your  Educational 
Committee  is  fully  aware  that  the  philosophy  of  rugged  individualism 
permeating  our  school  system  may  have  been  in  order  during  the 
pioneer  stages  of  our  civilization  and  while  tha  gigantic  enterprises 
of  modern  industrialism  were  being  built  up,  but  the  growth  of 
combines,  mergers  and  the  interlocking  of  directorate  is  an  indication  that 
the  failure  of  individualism  is  recognized  by  some,  and  difficulties  of  the 
modern  agriculturist  should  be  sufficient  to  indicate  to  him  also  that  his 
hope  lies  only  in  working  together  with  his  fellow  man.  Your  Committee 
is  convinced  that  a  change  of  emphasis  in  our  school  system  is  overdue. 
The  Folk  High  Schools  of  Denmark  have  been  described  as  giving  an  edu- 
cation for  life,  rather  than  a  training  to  make  more  money.  Their  pur- 
pose is  reported  as  a  spiritual  awakening  rather  than  a  sharpening  only 
of  the  acquisitive  instincts.  They  are  spoken  of  also  as  the  foundation 
of  the  co-operative  structure  in  that  country.  Your  Educational  Com- 
mittee would  therefore  recommend  that  the  wheat  board  surplus  fund  be 
partly  used  and  a  grant  sought  from  the  Carnegie  Trust  in  order  that 
a  trial  may  be  made  in  a  small  scale  in  Alberta  of  the  system  which  is 
evidently  entailing  such  good  results  in  Scandinavian  countries.  We 
recommend  also  that  into  our  regular  educational  courses  there  may  be 
infused,  where  possible,  something  that  will  tend  to  develop  in  our  students 
a  mind  that  shall  look  out  on  its  fellows  with  the  thought  of  mutual  help- 
fulness rather  than  with  the  thought  of  exploitation.  We  regret  that  so 
little  has  been  done  along  this  line  in  the  past  while  for  over  a  decade 
the  opportunity  for  action  has  been  ours.  We  realize  that  there  are 
obstacles  standing  in  the  way,  but  we  trust  that  you  will  make  use  of 
every  opportunity  for  their  removal,  to  the  end  that  the  expenditure  now 
made  for  the  education  of  youth  shall  yield  more  ample  dividends  of  hu- 
man happiness  in  the  days  that  are  to  come. 

Further  implementing  the  suggestions  above  expressed,  Ave  submit 
for  your  consideration  the  following  ie.solution : 

We  therefore  recommend  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  prepare 
or  secure  text  books  on  co-operation  for  public,  h^gh  and  normal  schools 
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in  this  Province  and  not  only  so,  but  that  the  co-operative  philosophy  be 
also  embodied  in  other  subjects  of  our  educational  course  wherein  such 
procedure  is  possible. 


With  regard  to  the  question  of  Provincial  redistribution,  your  Com- 
mittee has  studied  the  map  of  the  present  constituencies  and  tba  figures 
prepared  for  the  redistribution  committee  of  the  Legislature,  which  also 
includes  a  comparison  with  other  provinces  of  Canada. 

One  of  the  first  questions  which  was  discussed  was  that  of  a  con- 
siderable reduction  in  the  membership  of  the  legislature,  a  suggestion 
often  advanced  on  the  ground  of  economy.  Proponents  of  this  idea  as- 
sume that  the  functions  of  a  member  are  merely  legislative  and  argue 
that  a  smaller  assembly  would  do  the  business  of  the  province  equally  well. 
Even  were  that  the  case,  we  believe  that  an  equally  important  part  of  a 
member's  duties  lies  in  the  service  which  he  can  give  to  the  people  in 
his  constituency.  This  requires  close  contact  and  would  be  rendered  im- 
practicable by  too  large  areas  to  cover.  A  study  of  the  map  of  Alberta 
in  comparison  with  that  of  the  other  provinces  reveals  the  fact  that  our 
population  is  scattereed  over  a  much  greater  area  than  in  any  other,  thus 
making  a  province  which  is  much  more  diificult  and  expensive  to  repre- 
sent and  administer. 

As  to  the  'economy  arg-ument.  May  we  point  out  that  if  the  legisla- 
ture were  reduced  to  45  members,  the  saving  of  the  salaries  of  the  18 
members  eliminated  would  be  approximately  4'--'c  per  capita  for  the  popu- 
lation of  Alberta. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts,  your  Committee  cannot  recommend 
any  reduction  in  the  present  membership  of  the  Legislature. 

As  to  the  basis  of  representation.  Your  Committee  discussed  several 
alternative  plans.  One  idea  which  has  been  advanced,  is  that  of  forming 
urban  constituencies  by  grouping  towns  and  villages  together.  This,  we 
consider  undesirable  as  it  would  tend  to  promote  an  unnatural  division 
between  the  rural  areas  and  their  small  towns.  In  our  opinion  the  wel- 
fare of  the  country  towns  and  villages  is  inextricably  bound  up  with  that 
of  their  rural  people  and  they  should  not  be  separated.  We  also  consider 
that  such  constituencies  would  be  impracticable  in  that  in  order  to  get  a 
sufficient  population  to  justify  a  representative,  towns  over  a  distance 
of  100  miles  or  more  would  have  to  be  grouped  together. 

As  to  the  plan  of  multi-member  constituencies  electing  several  mem- 
bers each,  under  proportional  representation,  your  Committee,  while  in 
sympathy  with  the  principle,  feels  that  the  province  is  as  yet  too  sparsely 
populated  to  put  this  system  into  eff'ect.  There  is  also  the  question  of 
division  of  responsibility  between  representatives  elected  under  such  a 
plan,  and  further,  public  support  for  such  a  change  seems  to  be  almost 
entirely  lacking. 


J.  N.  MACKLIN, 
WILFRED  HOPKINS, 
MRS.  W.  ROSS. 


OF  THE 


REPRESENTATION  COMMITTEE 
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Regarding"  the  basis  of  representation  as  between  the  rural  and  urban 
population,  it  has  long  been  the  practice  to  give  the  rural  people  more 
representatives  in  proportion  to  their  numbers  than  are  allotted  to  the 
cities.  This  practice  recognizes  the  much  greater  difficulties  attendant 
upon  giving  service  to  scattered  country  areas  and  in  our  opinion  is  entirely 
justified  and  should  be  continued.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  all  the  other 
western  provinces  show  a  much  greater  difference  between  the  rural  and 
urban  unit  of  representation  than  does  Alberta.  In  both  British  Colum- 
bia and  Manitoba  the  average  city  constituency  has  more  than  twice  the 
population  of  the  average  rural  constituency  and  in  Saskatchewan  about 
.35%  more.  These  facts  disprove  the  claim  that  Alberta  cities  are  unfairly 
treated  in  the  matter  of  representation  in  the  legislature. 

To  sum  up,  your  Committee  recommends: 

1.  That  no  reduction  be  made  in  the  membership  of  the  Legislature. 

2.  That  the  present  system  of  single-member  constituencies  be  re- 
tained, but  that  the  boundaries  be  revised  in  order  to  meet  the  changed 
situation  caused  by  the  development  of  railways  and  roads  and  the  shift 
in  population  which  has  occurred  since  most  of  the  present  constituencies 
were  formed 

3.  That  the  present  ratio  of  difference  in  population  between  city  and 
rural  constituencies  be  maintained. 

J.  A.  JOHANSEN, 
H.  CHRITCHLOW, 
HENRY  YOUNG. 


REPORT 

ON 

TELEPHONES 


The  telephone  situation  in  our  Province  is  admittedly  a  real  problem 
due  mainly  to  the  conditions  in  which  the  farmers  find  themselves  today 
owing  to  the  very  low  prices  they  receive  for  the  products  they  have  to 
sell. 

We  also  find  the  capital  investment  in  our  telephone  system  is  al- 
together too  high  and  should  be  written  down. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  Governm.ent  is  endeavoring  to  assist 
the  rural  people  to  retain  their  phones  by  allowing  them  to  take  over 
their  lines  and  operate  them  on  a  mutual  basis. 

Your  committee  feels  that  the  Government  should  do  everything  pos- 
sible to  retain  this  valuable  utility  for  the  benefit  of  our  rural  people. 
The  government  should  give  every  assistance  to  all  mutual  lines  by  mak- 
ing the  central  connection  chaiges  as  low  as  possible. 

J.  M.  WHEATLEY, 
A.  E.  MOYER. 
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MmUTES  OF  TEE  TWETTY- SIXTH  ANNUAL  COlArSlTTIOlT 
of  the 

UNITED  FARIIERS  CF  /^LBEETA 
January  16tli  to  ISth,  1934, 
THE  McDOUGALL  CHUBCE,  EmfClTTCN. 


The  Gon7enticn  Tn-as  called  to  order  at  10  o*clock 
hy  President  Gardiner. 

After  singing  of  "0  Canada",  the  invocation  T^as 
pronouxiced  "by  Bev,  G,  H,  Villett. 

The  Lieut -Governor,  His  Honor,  ilr  •  Justice  '..'alsh, 
"briefly  discussed  the  question  of  v.'heat  acreage  and 
expressed  his  hope  that  the  Convention  v;ould  "be 
most  successful. 

The  IVlayor  of  Edmonton,  Tr.D.K.  Knott,  then  extended 
to  the  Gonventicn  the  welcome  of  the  City. 

Honourahle  George  Eoadley,  i'inister  of  Health  and 
Agriculture,  welcomed  the  Convention  on  "behalf  of 
the  Provincial  Governraent  and  conveyed  the  regrets 
of  the  Premier  v.'ho  v>'as  r.nalile  to  he  present. 

APPOIITTrErT        CHAIRI.:a.,.     .-oved  Ly  J.  K.  Sutherland 
and  seconded  that  i  r.  Gardiner  he  asked  to  act  as 
Chairman  and  that  he  select  three  assistant  chairmen. 
Carried. 

Mr.  Gardiner  appointed  as  assistants,  H.  Gritchlo-w, 
E»  J.  Garland,  -.P.  and  A,  B.  V»ood. 

ELECTION  OE  COlOilTTEESs    Moved  and  seconded  that 

J.  Johansen 

!•  V.  Macklin 

H.  G.  Young 
act  on  the  Credentials  CoTnmittee. 

Carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Resolutions  Committee 
he  composed  of: 

J.  E,  ]3io\i'n 
Y»'.  Skinner 
A.  E.  Moyer 

Car r i  ed. 

■liioved  and  seconded  that  the  (-^rder  of  business  Committee 
he  cofiposed  of: 

John  Eowlie        George  Church 
Carried.  H.  B.  ilcleod      J^K»  Sutherland 
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AITTIL^  ADDRESS  0^£'  THE  RolDeit  Gardinei,  L\I. 

ga've  the  annual  Presidents  address. 

Mo-ved  and  seconded  that  the  report  Le  adopted  as  read. 
Qarried. 

AIUUAL  ADDRESS  01?  T^IIj  1^3.  SIDEI^T  Qg  TEd  U.  j?.  V.  A.  The 
President  of  the  U.  i'.  V/.  A.,  llrs.  Elenore  Price,  read 
her  annual  report. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  "be  adopted  as  read. 
Qarri  ed. 

liE  JIT. 


The  annual  address  of  the  Junior  President,  ili ,  ..'ilfred 
Eorjpins,  v;as  then  presented. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  rej.-.ort  "be  adox^ted  as  read. 
Carried. 

KBPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  01?  DIRECTORS.     The  report  of  the.  Board 
of  .Di lectors  iraQ  re&d. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  te  adopted.  Carried. 

GREETIl^GS.  A  telegram  from  llr.  H.  H.  Hannam,  oecretary  of 
the  U.P.  0.  extending  greetings  to  the  assemhled  delegates 
was  read. 

The  Convention  adjourned  until  the  afternoon  session. 

TUESDAY  A^TERITCOIT. 

The  Gonventi  n  assemhled  at  2  p.m*  with  Mr.  Garland  in 
the  chair. 

FIITAUGIAL  STATEIISITTS,  UITITED  SARMSRS  OJ  itLBSRTA.  The 
Financial  Statements  of  the  United  farmers  of  i^lherta  were 
read  hy  Mr.  Mm,  Rohertson,  C.A.,  Auditor  for  the  Association. 

Mr.  Rohertson  also  read  to  the  delegates  an  explanatory 
report  \";hich  had  heen  suhmitted  hy  himself  to  the  Board 
of  directors. 

E.  A,  Hanson  moved  the  adoption  of  the  Report.  Seconded. 

Mr.  Priestly  read  a  letter  from  W.  E.  Hall,  Solicitor 
to  the  Association,  v;ho  advised  that  as  the  case  of  the 
Association  against  former  employees  charged  with  mis- 
appropriation of  funds  was  still  hefore  the  Court,  dis- 
cussion on  this  matter  should  he  limited. 

:^uestions  Y/ere  asked  hy  the  delegates  regarding  a  detailed 
account  of  defalcations  and  regarding  a  numher  of  details 
of  the  Financial  Reports,  which  were  answered  hy  the  auditor 
or  :.'r.  Priestley. 

A  motion  to  adopt  the  report  was  carried  unanimously. 
FIITAITCIAL  STATEICEITT  OE  THE  "  U.E.A.   "  LTD.     The  financial 


statement  and  Repo-it  to  the  Board  of  Directors  on  the 
"U.F.A,  Ltd"#  was  read  "by  Mr,  Roheitson. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  "be  adopted. 

Questions  regarding  various  details  were  answered  by 
Mr,  Rotertson,  Mr,  Priestley  and  Mr,  Smith. 

The  motion  to  adopt  was  carried  unanimously, 

A  special  report  on  defalcation  at  Central  Office 
was  read  "by  Mr,  Rohertson, 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  received. 

After  questions  from  the  delegates  were  replied  to  lay  Mr, 
Priestley  and  Mr,  Rohertson,  a  motion  to  adopt  was  carried. 

QRDSR  OFHJSIITESS.  J, A.  l^owlie,  Chairman  of  the  Order  of 
Business  Committee,  recommended  that  resolution  Hcl  he 
first  considered,  followed  "by  Constitutional  Amendments. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  adopted.  Carried. 

RB30LUTI0IT  NO.  I  BARRIUG  OF  PRESS  PROM  CONVMTTIOIT  HAU., 
(Acadia  Provincial  C,A»J 

Whereas  the  press  does  not  give  a  true  account  of  the 
U,iP,A,  Annual  Convention; 

Be  it  resolved  that  we  har  the  press  from  the  Annual  U,F.A, 
Convention  unless  they  agree  to  give  a  true  report. 

Moved  hy  Mr,  Wyiie.     Seconded.  Lost, 

Mr,  Critchlow  took  the  chair, 

COUSTITUTIOHAL  AMEITDIGaiT  162, 

Be  it  resolved  that  paragraph  F  of  Clause  3  of  Section  6 
of  the  Constitution  he  amended  to  read  as  followss 

"To  elect  a  hoard  of  directors  of  thirteen  memhers  in 
the  following  manner: 

One  director  to  he  elected  "by  the  delegates  from  the  cora- 
hined  constituencies  of  Bow  River,  East  and  West  Calgary; 
one  director  to  be  elected  from  the  delegates  from  the 
combined  constituencies  of  Wetaskiwln  and  East  Edmonton; 
one  director  to  be  elected  from  the  combined  constituencies 
of  Jasper-Edson  and  ?/est  Edmontonj  one  director  to  be 
elected  hy  the  delegates  from  each  of  the  remaining  ten 
Federal  Constituencies,  providing  always  that  the  director 
shall  he  a  bona  fide  resident  or  an  active  member  of  a 
local  in  the  district  to  he  represented. 

The  said  U.F.A.  Constituency  director  shall  act  as 
convenor  at  said  meeting  until  such  time  as  the  delegates 
have  elected  a  chairman. 

Moved  hy  J.M.^^eatley  and  seconded. 
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After  some  discussion  H,  G,  Young  rao-ved  that  the 
resolution  "be  referred  "back  with  instructions  that 
it  "be  redrafted  to  cover  the  election  of  one  director 
for  East  and  West  Calgary;  one  director  for  East  and 
\7eat  Edmonton  and  one  director  for  t  he  nev^'  Jasper - 
Edson  Federal  Constituency,  Seconded. 

After  further  discussion  a  rjotion  to  ta'ble  the 
resolution  was  seconded. 

However,     on  a  "brief  statement  from  LTr.  Gardiner  to 

the  effect  that  the  natter  must  he  dealt  ivith  in  view  of 

the  recent  redistribution  this  ?/as  withdrawn. 

The  niotion  to  refer  hack  was  carried. 

CClTSTITUTICr;^  A].ng::DI.!E^T  159     (Board  Resolution) 

Hesolved,  that  the  Constitution  he  amended  hy  adding 
the  following  as  Clause  7  of  Section  15; 

"It  shall  he  competent  for  ex-officers  of  the  U.S'.W.A, 

to  set  up  an  organization  to  he  known  as  the  Past 
Officers  Association  of  the  U.F.W.A,  such  organization 
to  he  governed  hy  the  constitution  and  hy-laws  of  the 
Association", 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Carried. 

ITATI'^r/J.  II^/ESTOCK  ITAHKaTirG  5CARD.     102,  (iTantOn- 
Clareshclm  C.A.  Jl 

Resolved,  that  this  Convention  strongly  urge  upon  the 
Dominion  Government  the  establishing  of  a  Isational 
Livestock  i.'arketing  Board  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  • 

Moved  and  seconded. 
Carried. 

IIAx^igTirG  LIVESTOCK.       59   (Covering  also  i;o.  167,  not 
pr int ed )     (Camrose  Provincial  C.A.j; 

vVliereas,  the  marketing  of  livestock  is  in  a  deplorable 
condition  on  account  of  so  much  being  sent  by  farmers 
direct  to  the  packing  plant  instead  of  being  sold  through 
the  stockyards,  and  in  that  Y/ay  establishing  a  competitive 
market  ing; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  v.'e  ask  the  Provincial 
Government  to  investi^^ate  the  advisability  of  passing  a 
law  compelling  all  stock  going  to  a  central  market  to  be 
sold  through  the  yards« 
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Moved  and  seconded, 

TlQ-ved  in  amendment  "by  Hr  •  richols  that  the  last  clause 
he  amended  to  read: 

"Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  v;e  ssk  the  i'ederal  Go-vern- 
ment  to  pass  a  lav^;  compelling  all  stock  going  to  the 
Central  i-arket  to  he  sold  through  the  yards". 

A  motion  to  endorse  a  resolution  on  this  sutject  as 
reported  in  a  recent  issue    of  "The  V^estern  Producer" 
was  not  seconded. 

After  prolonged  discussion  the  question  ?/as  called. 

S,  S,  Sears,  on  a  point  of  order,  claimed  the  right  to 
speak  "but  v.'as  ruled  out  of  order  hy  the  Chairman* 

The  amendment  7/as  carried. 

A  visitor  asked  permission  to  speak  and  it  ¥;aa  uioved  and 
seconded  that  he  he  given  a  short  time. 

Lost  • 

After  further  discussion  the  resolution  as  amended  Yiaa 
carried. 

PRIVILIJGES  C'F  TEE  PLGGH.     ilioved  hy  J.  A.  ^oiwlie  that  the 
U.i^.A.  mei-'ihers  of  Parliament,  the  U.F.A,  members  of  the 
Legislature  and  I'x.  ITorman  3i-nith,  Editor  of  "The  U.ii^A" 
he  given  privileges  of  the  floor,  without  voting  po?/er# 

Seconded. 

An  amendment  was      proposed  to  make  the  resolution  in- 
clude any  other  U.]?.A,  memhers  present. 

Seconded  and  lost. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

ITO.  162  (as  redrafted) 

"Be  it  resolved,  that  paragraph  !F.  of  Clause  3  of  Section 
6  of      the  Constitution  he  amended  to  read  as  follo-wss  'To 
elect  a  hoard  of  directors  of  fifteen  memhers  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  i 

One  director  to  he  elected  hy  the  delegates  from  the  comhined 
constituencies  of  East  and  Vvest  Calgary,  one  director  to  he 
elected  from  the  conibined  constituencies  of  East  and  'i«est 
Edmonton;  one  director  to  he  elected  hy  the  delegates  from 
each  of  the  remaining  thirteen  Eederal  Constituencies,  providing 
al7;ays  that  the  director  shall  he  a  hona  fide  resident  or  an 
active  memher  of  a  local  in  the  district  to  he  represented. 


O  0 
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i'lie  said  U,F,A.  constituency  direct oi  shall  set  as 
convenor  at  said  meetings  until  such  time  as  the 
delet^-'tes  have  elected  a  chairman". 

Moved  ■b;,'  George  Wall  and  seconded. 

Motion  "by  A,  Lunan  to  sulostitute  the  v;oid  "and"  for 
the  T.'ord  "or"  in  the  second  last  line  was  not  seconded. 

Resolution  was  carried. 

ITO.  160  (covering  also  ^os.  96  and  97  )  W^AT  g.UOTA 
(Board  1-esoiution; 

Whereas,  the  Government  of  Canada  has  hecorae  a  partj''  to 
an  international  agreement  vi'hich  provides  for  the 
limitation  of  the  volume  of  v/heat  v/hich  may  "be  exported 
from  the  Dominion; 

Therefore  he  it  resolijed,  that  Ti?e  ask  the  Dominion 
Governmient  to  hring  this  sales  quota  hack  to  each 
individual  farmer  "by  proper  legislative  action  and 
control  on  a  equitahle  basis;  and 

Further  he  it  resolved,  that  the  farmiers  he  recompensed 
for  this  reduction  in  sales  hy  either  a  guaranteed  price 
or  proper  "bonus. 

Moved  ''cv  J,  K,  Sutherland,     oeconded  1;^  i-.r.  l^ilner. 

After  some  discussion  the  resolution  was  carried 
unanimously. 

Mr.  V/ood  took  the  chair. 

AL:EITR3;ITT  TC:  a  RSSOLUTICr.  4.    (bow  River  Federal  C.A.)s 

Resolved,  thst  7/hen  the  previous  question  is  moved,  and 
v;hen  an  am.endment  is  hein^  dehated,  it  shall  apply  only  to 
the  amendment  leaving  the  original  motion  still  open  for 
dehate,  and  the  sam,e  shall  apply  tc  the  smendm.ent  to  tae 
sm.encjnent  .i 

liloved  "by  ^i.  Shuttlev^orth. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

ITATIC:^TAL  LIFE  lysURAMCS  POLICY.     75     (Battle  reiver  Federal 

r  f    ^  •  '  ^  ' 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Dominion  Government  give  immediate 
consideration  to  the  advisahility  of  estahlishing  a  national 
life  insurance  policy. 

I'-Oved  hy  Lr .  lIcDuffe.  Seconded. 


-  ou  - 
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Aftei  discussion  the  resolution  v^as  cs.riied. 

It  V13.2  announced  that  the  Board  had  appointed  i-essis. 
WaeatleYf  Bevington  and  Sutherland  as  a  special  coramittee 
to  take  up  problems  relating  to  deht  adjustment  or  relief 
with  delegates  during  the  Contention  and  gi^-e  assist- 
ance in  securing  adjustment  of  such  matters. 

REDUGTICI^  Ljy  IITTUPfflST  RATE.  79   (covering  also  80  and .  81 ) 
(ITanton-Glar esholm  C.A,]: 

Wliereas,  the  ^-innual  Convention  of  Rural  municipalities 
recently  held  in  Edmonton  passed  a  resolution  demanding 
that  the  interest  rate  on  all  farm  land  mortgages  he 
reduced  to  4^  per  cent; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  this  Annual  Convention 
endorse  this  resolution. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Carried. 

RAIL^■;^^Y  SERVICES      157     (Board  Resolution.) 

Whereas,  there  has  heen  a  curtailment  of  railv;ay  services 
causing  great  inconvenience  to  the  pulolic;  and 

^ereas,  v.'e  helieve  that  this  policy  of  curtailment  is 
going  to  he  continued; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  v;e  ask  the  Beard  of  Railvi/ay 
Commissioners  to  ccrnpel  the  Rail-way  Companies  to  give  at 
least  60  days*  notice  to  the  puhlic  hefore  they  aie  allov.-ed 
to  discontinue  any  service. 

I'oved  hy  J.  A,  Fov.'lie.  Seconded. 

Carried. 

irATIOrALIZIHG  MAITUjj^ACTURE  Qg  ARMAI-DiIIiTo.  155  (Board 
Resolution) s 

\Vhereas,  vie  helieve  that  the  profit  made  hy  armament  and 
munition  manufacture  is  an  incentive  for  those  interested 
to  proviiote  distrust  and  suspicion  hetween  nations,  therehy 
creating  an  ohstacle  to  liiforld  pesce  and  good  \\'ill; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  the  manufacture  of  armaments 
and  munitions  of  all  kinds  he  nationalized. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Carried  v;ith  one  dissenting  vote. 
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IFCOT.rE  TAX.   (3ervicel:eiiy  D.A.  To.  85.) 

Vvliereas  ?;e  z-ie  "being  advised  that  v.e  should  share  the 
depression  and 

"vTheieas,  the  farmer  has  already  Tindertsken  his  part  "by 
a  reduction  of  gross  income  of  from  48  per  cent  to  65 
per  cent,  and 

wliereas,  certain  other  classes,  nota"bly  the  "bond  holders, 
have  actually  received  more  during  the  depression  than  in 
1928; 

Therefore  "be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  recommends 
a  more  steeply  graduated  Income  Tax  to  the  end  that  an 
income  of  ^30,000 .00  shall  he  the  maximum  allo-wed  under 
these  conditions. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Carried. 

R  API  0  C  GIUI  SSI  PIT  .  ( Ma  cl  e  o  d  i:^ed  ral  C.  A.)    Fo  .  84. 

V/hercas,  the  Government  has  passed  in  favor  of  puhlic 
ovmership,  and 

\vhere8s,  the  I'iadio  commission  appointed  is  of  a  very 
partisan  nature  and  unqualified  for  the  position, 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  the  government  set  up  a 
hoard  not  politically  controlled. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  hy  E»  A.  Hansen  that  the  resolution  he  tahled. 
oeconded  and  carried. 
MYEITAIvI  3TRIi,3. 

On  a  question  of  privilege,     .  M.  Yi/heatle;:,^  moved  that 
permission  "be  given  to  -Wra«  Halina  to  speak  for  a  fev^ 
minutes  in  hehalf  of  the  striking  farmers  at  ryrnan. 

oeconded  and  carried, 

l-'r  •  Ilglina  accordingly  spoke. 

I^oved  hy  Ilr.  J.  A.  Johansen  that  a  committee  he  appointed 
to  investigate  this  matter  and  report  hack  to  the 
Convention  if  possihle.     If  not,  to  deal  with  it  in  a 
sjnapathetic  v;ay. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

liOved  and  seconded  that  a  committee  consisting  of  three 
memhers  he  appointed  from  the  delegates  present. 
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Carried. 

The  lollov-ing  names  •';.ere  nio-7edj     j.        Sears,  Rice 
Sheppsrd,  E.  A,  Sheratt,  H*        Ifichols,,  E»  R.  Raaraussen, 

Mi,  oears  end  I'r .  ITichols  v.ithdiei?. 

Moved  that  nominations  close* 

Seconded  and  carried. 

I'^0T7ed  'cy  J.  A.  Johansen  that  the  Convention  adjourn  until 
eight  0  'clock. 

seconded  and  carried. 

TUESDAY  EVEIJIITG  GESSICIT. 

PollOY/ing  a  program  of  community  singing  led  "by  Ilr .  Love,, 
and  a  musical  program  under  the  convenor  ship  of  llr.  Donald 
ITacLachlan,  Rev.  G.H.  Villett,  B.  A.,  gave  a  'or  lief  address. 

At  eight  o'clock  Mr.  Gardiner,  the  chairman,  introduced 

Dr.  77.  :  •  Alexander  of  the  University  of  Alherta  -v^ho  addresse 

the  Convention  on  the  suhject  of  "Taking  the  i'or tress  and  Aft 

THE  REPORT  Qg  THE  3EITI0R  CQiriTTEE  PIT  JUITIGR  V.QRK. 

This  report  \.as  read  "by  Kr.  Priestley  v.ho  moved  its 
adoption. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

PRIirTII'G  C}>^  DR.  ALEXAITDER^S  ADDREoS.  It  was  moved  and 
seconded  that  Dr.  Alexander's  address  "be  printed  in 
pamphlet  ioii^  for  the  use  of  the  Locals. 

Carried. 

G0VER113:]1"T  CGITTROL  0?  ADJU3TK5!TT  OE  DEBT  BET\;EEU 
IlTDI'/IDUi^b.   (Peml-ina  Provincial  C,  A.   )  To.  20. 

Resolved,  that  the  Eederal  Kenfcers  of  the  U.E.A.  he 

asked  to  use  every  means  in  their  pov«/er  to  assist  the 
Provincial  Governments  of  Western  Canada  in  having 

/the  Constitution  altered  so  that  they  will  "by  amendment 
to  the  Bankruptcy  Lav;  or  othervjise,  have  control  over 

'the  adjustment  of  deht  hetv/en  individuals. 

Iioved  oy  j .        „heatley  and  seconded. 

During  discussion,  Er.  Gardiner  made  a  "brief  statement 
£S  to  the  cir Gum.st ances  that  had  prompted  the  "bringing 
forv^ard  of  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  v/as  carried. 
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gllTAITGII^TG  RIIIJE?.     (Battle  River  I'edeiel  v.  A>   )  i:o.  89 

V/hereas,  the  j'ederal  Governinent  aie  continuing  to  finance 
unemployed  relief  "by  the  issuing  of  "bonds  v/hich  creates 
deist,  and, 

Whereas,  this  is  ahsolutely  unnecessary; 

Therefore  "be  it  resolved,  that  vie  demand  th&t  in  future 
the  government  discontinue  this  method,  and  finance  hy  a 
direct  issue  of  Dominion  notes. 

iaoved  and  seconded. 

Carried. 

irATIc::'AL  H2ALT::.  POLICY.   (Battle  ^>iver  Seeder al  C»A..  o. 

Resolved  that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  Canada  to  adopt 
a  ITational  Health  Policy,  wliich  should  be  carried  out  in 
co-operation  with  the  Provincial  Governments. 

roved  Tjy  E.  E.  Gpencei,  .  •  x  •  ..econded. 

Carried. 

OLD  AGE  lEITSIOITS.     (Collholme  Local,  -indorsed  "by  U.i'.A. 
Board)     ITo.  115. 

Whereas,  there  is  an  overproduction  of  lahor  and  products 
on  the  farm  and  in  the  factory;  and. 

Whereas,  there  are  many  ahle-hodied  men  on  relief; 

Therefore  he  it  i.iiolved,  that  the  Cld  Age  Pension  limit 
he  lowered  to  65  years  and  veterans  to  55  years. 

I'oved  and  seconded. 

Carried. 

EIT;UyiRY  IIiTC  LIVING  CCl'DITIOlTo  Qji'  i^ARI'SRS  (lemhina 
rrovincial  C.  A.   )  I^o._19. 

Whereas,  the  statement  has  "been  made  "by  the  Prime  Minister 
of  Canada,  Hon.  R.  B,  B^izmett,  th&t  had  the  farmers  of 
Western  Canada  made  fevjer  trips  to  California  and  elsev/here 
they  -"A-ould  have  heen  in  hetter  shape  financially  to  vjithstan 
the  present  economic  depression; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved  that  ^^^e  helieve  the  time  has 
arrived  ¥;-ien  a  thorough  enquiry  should  he  made  hy  the 
Provincial  Governmient  into  the  living  conditions  of  the 
farmers  of  Alherta^  to  find  -whether  or  not  they  hear  a 
proper  comparison  -with  the  other  occupational  groups  of 
the  country,  taking  into  consideration  the  contrihution  they 
make  to  the  general  v>'elfare  of  the  Dominion.  This 
investigation  to  cover  the  home  life,  education  and 
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xecisation  &s  v.ell  as  the  returns  received  from  the 
investment  and  lalDor  used  and  expended  in  farm  producticn, 
and  the  inforraaticn  so  olDtained  "be  given  all  the  memters 
of  the  Dominion  Government. 

iioved  cind  seconded. 

After  discussion  the  motion  w&s  lost. 

CE'TH.'Ji  EA-^">     (Board  P.esolution.    ITo,  169.  Covering 
£lso  10.  76  and  ro.  78.  j 

Resolved  that  v/e  reaffirm  our  stand  in  favor  of  a  central 
"bank  pu'Dlicly  ovmed  and  controlled,  and  that  v/e  are 
unalterably  opposed  tus  any  such  scheme  under  private 
ownership  or  control. 

Moved  cy  J.  K,  Sutherland.  Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  e  copy  of  the  resolution  he 
immediately  sent  to  Premier  Bennett. 

Seconded  ard  carried. 

The  Resolution  v/as  carried. 

SHORT  TEBIiS  Ai:S  ItTTERl'SDlATE  GRIIDITS.   (Board  Resolution  ) 
ITo.  168. 

V/hereas,  there  is  an  imperative  need  among  -western 
farmers  for  short  term  credit  to  m.eet  such  emerr;ent 
needs  as  the  purchase  of  implement  repairs,  hinder 
tT/ine  or  other  farm  necessities;  and 

Y/hereas,  there  is  a  further  r  :quirement  for  a  different 
type  of  credit,  commonly  called  intermediate  credit,  to 
meet  char^^es  extending  over  a  period  of  tv;o  or  three 
years,  such  as  livestock  producticn  and  the  replacement 
03''  farm  machinery;  and 

VThereas  our  Canadian  Banks  have  failed  to  meet  these, 
requirements; 

Therefore  "be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Dominion 
Government  to  meet  these  needs  of  Western  Agriculture 
hy  setting  up  and  operating  a  short  term  and  inter- 
mediate credit  scheme  as  a  relief  measure  only. 

lioved  hy       K.  Sutherland. 

Seconded  h:/  I.   ^.  Macklin. 


Lgst  hy  8  majority  of  tY;o, 
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.."HSi'vr  h^.^iJ,     (  Beard  ..-Resolution).    I'o«  170. ) 

Whereas,  in  so  many  of  the  nations  wherein  Canadian 
7/heat  has  hitherto  found  a  free  market,  thexe  is  now 
Government  control  and  restriction  of  import  and 
consumption;  and 

V/heieas,  in  Canada  the  wheat  trade  is  still  in  an  un- 
controlled condition; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  in  order  to  efficiently 
meet  the  purchase  and  consumption  of  wheat  under  Govern- 
ment control  in  importing  countries,  that  there  should 
he  estahlished  in  Canada,  a  I'ational  Marketing  Agency 
v^ith  powers  equal  to  the  1919-1920  National  v/hest  Board 
?/ith  adequate  producer  control. 

(Ahove  covers  also  i:os.  95,  98,  99,  IOC,  101  and  134.) 
Moved  "by  llr.  Sutherland. 
Seconded  'hy  I.  V.  ixacklin. 

Moved  in  amendtient  "by -Mr.  Milner  that  all  the  words  after 
the  ^;jord  "in"  in  the  third  line  of  the  last  clause  he 
deleted  and  the  folloY;ing  suhstituted:   "Aloerta,  a 
Provincial  i.arketing  Agency  v^ith  Provincial  control". 

Seconded  cy  Mr.  Y/all. 

Lost. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

The  Convention  adjourned. 

V/EDITE3DAY  MQHITING  . 

The  session  "began  at  9.30  with  Mr.  Garland  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  ffowlie  recommended    on  the  Order     of  Business 
Committee  that  the  report  on  the  "U.i'.A."  and  resolutions 
on  the  same  he  now  taken  up. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  he  adopted. 
Carried. 

aEIGRT  Qg  THB  BOARD  0?  DIRECTORS' CF  "THE' U.g .A. " . 

The  report  of  the  ^oard  of  Directors  on  "The  U.j^'',A." 
was  read  hy  Mr.  Priestley. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  it  "be  adopted. 

After  some  discussion  the  motion  was  carried. 

^miKLY  BDITIQlN  0?  "THB  IT.?. A."  Resolution  passed 
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Unanimously  "by  the  Iivine  U.F.A.  Local  and  Delegates  from 
Gialju in,  Norton  Vale  and  Valley  Locals)  No.  118  [Covering!; 
also  119). 

Whereas,  v^e  have  faith  and  confidence  in  the  ability  and 
integrity  of  the  present  Government  of  Alterta;  and, 

■^eieas,  we  cannot  expect  any  improvement  of  conditions 
by  having  the  opposition  at  the  head  of  the  affeirs  of  the 
Province--'brought  into  power  only  "by  deceiving  the  people-- 
and, 

'■(Vhereas,  the  slandering  campaign  of  those  opposed  to  the 
present  Provincial  Government,  is  becoming  quite  evident 
and  is  increasing;  and 

%ereas,  the  press-  with  few  exceptions  -  is  supporting 
this  campaign,  either  openly  or  by  indifference,  leaving 
with  the  disinterested  and  indifferent  readers  the  wrong- 
impression; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  vi/e  ask  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  U.P.A.  and  U.P.w.A.,  the  Boards  oi 
Directors  of  the  different  Maimer's  Go.op  Organizations 
of  this  Province,  and  the  federal  and  Provincial  U.S'.A. 
members,  to  find  ways  and  means  to  have  "THE  U.P.A" 
appear  in  the  form  of  a  weekly  newspaper,  but  at  the  same 
time  adhere  to  its  policy  in  its  fight  for  better  social 
conditions. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

After  Mr.  Priestley  had  replied  to  a  number  of  questions 
and  after  some  discussion,  it  was  moved  in  amendment  by 
I.V.  Macklin  that  all  th-e  words  after  the  words  "The  U.F.A* 
in  the  second  line  of  the  last  clause  be  struck  out  and 
the  following  substituted;   "to  endeavor  to  find  ways  and 
means  to  have  "The  U.P.A."  appear  in  the  form  of  a  weekly 
newspaper,  but  at  the  same  time  adhere  to  its  policy  in 
its  fight  for  better  social  conditions".  Seconded. 

After  further  discussion  the  amendment  was  carried  amd 
the  resolution  as  amended  was  carried  unanimously. 

GRADING  OF  WHEAT     (Grouard  Provincial  C.A.)  No.  93 

Whereas,  there   .s  considerable  hardship  caused  by  this 
yearns  grading  of  giain,  and 

'*Vhereas,  the  standard  of  this  year's  crop  is  the  same 
as  last; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  opposes 
the  raising  of  the  grades  this  year,  as  being  an  especial 
hardship  on  this  north  country;  and  that  this  Qonvention 
strongly  protest  the  grades  given  by  the  Government 
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Inspector  at  Edmonton,   as  the  wheat  graded  to  a  certain 
grade  in  1932  is  lowered  one  or  two  grades  this  year. 

Moved  "by  L*  Bone.     Seconded  "by  Mr.  ShuToert. 

After  discussion  the  resolution  was  carried. 

PRICE  OF  DIRTY  GRAIIT  (Athahasca  Federal  C.A)  92. 

Resolved,  that  the  practice  of  the  elevator  companies 
of  paying  a  lower  price  for  grain  of  any  grade  because 
of  the  grain  "being  dirty  is  contrary  to  the  Canada 
Grain  Act  and  we  request  that  the  Board  of  Grain 
Commissioners  take  action  tc  prevent  such  practice. 

Moved  hy  Mr .  Nichols.     Seconded  hy  C.  Antonson. 

After  some  discussion  it  was  moved  that  the  resolution 
he  tahled  until  further  information  could  he  secured. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

A  delegate  wished  to  "bring  up  resolution  No.  99  hut 
the  chairman  suggested  that  it  would  he  necessary  for 
him  to  take  the  matter  up  with  the  Order  of  Business 
Committee. 

GOVERHMIT  HOUSE  (Camrose  Provincial  C.A.)     ITo.  73 . 

Whereas,  it  is  apparent  that  the  utmost  economy  has 
to  he  observed  in  the  administration  of  our  Provincial 
affairs,  and 

".Thereas,  this  -frovince  is  paying  a  large  amount  every 
year  for  the  upkeep  of  Government  House  and  expenses 
of  Lieutenant  Governor,  and 

Whereas,  the  duties  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  are 
largely  social,  and  his  official  duties  in  connection 
with  the  administration  of  government  could  well  be 
attended  to  by  a  judge  of  the  superior  court; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  v^e  ask  our  Government 
to  notify  the  Federal  Government  that  in  future 
budgets  no  provision  will  be  made  for  a  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  that  if  the  Federal  Government  wishes 
this  office  continued,  all  expenses  in  connection 
with  this  office  must  be  borne  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Moved  by  George  Wall.     Seconded  by  E.A,  Hansen. 

At  the  request  of  the  delegates,  Hon.  O.L.  McPherson, 
who  was  present,  was  asked  to  speak. 


-68- 


-14- 


Mr,  licPheison  accoidingly  made  a  statement  regarding 
expenditures  on  the  upkeep  of  Government  riouse  and 
answered  a  nur.i'ber  of  questions. 

Mr.  V/ood  took  the  chair. 

After  further  discussion  it  was  moved  that  the  resolution 
"be  ta'cled. 

Seconded  and  lost. 

The  resolution  was  carried,  "by  a  fairly  close  vote. 

KELIEP       (Board  Resolution)  174  (covering  also  To.  177) 

7/heieas,  ov/ing  to  drought,  frost,  grasshoppers  and  other 
calamities,  large  ares  of  this  province  v.ill  he  in  urgent 
need  of  relief  in  the  form  of  seed,  feed  and  other  sucn  forms 
of  assistance  this  coming  spring;, 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  v;e  ask  our  provincial 
government  to  viiake  such  preparations  as  will  he 
necessary  to  meet  this  proLlem  in  sufficient  time  in 
advance  in  order  thst  seeding  can  he  carried  on  in  the 
proper  time  and  manner. 

i^oved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

xUC:  j'OR  .>LL:::YI..TICI:  Oij^  WAIIT  i^ID  3Ujj'i'::iiRIE"G  (stony  Plains 
Provi.iCisl  0.  A.   )  I!o.  42   (covering,  also  !  o.  40  and  1^0.175) 

•iVhereas,  it  has  now  heen  am  ly  demonstrated  that  each 
successive  phase  of  the  hreaking  down  of  the  profiteering 
capitalist  system  has  meant  incxessed  hardships  and  misery 
to  all  primary  producers,  and 

7/hereas,  this  development  has  now  reached  a  point  vihere 
human  lives  are  seriously  endangered; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  government  of 
this  Province  tc  formulate  a  plan  suited  to  the  needs 
of  the  Province  and  in  harmony  v.ith  the  Program  of  the 
C.C,i^'»  in  order  to  remove  the  paradox  of  suffering  and 
want  on  the  part  of  those  v;ho  are  ahle  and  v.dlling  to 
produce  the  world's  Y;ealth  in  greater  and  greater 
ahundance • 

I'-oved  uy  Thos.  Partridge.     Seconded  and  carried. 

v/QRi:  gOH  liELIIlLi'  igCIPIJaTTS.   (Grouard  Irov.S^A.)  41 
Covering  also  156,  17  5  and  176'. 

V/hereas,  due  to  present  conditions  many  are  forced 
to  get  help  from  the  government,  and 
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Theiefoxe  "be  it  resolved,  tiut  v.crk  "be  piovided 
for  all  at  present  rstes  and  the  stigma  of  relief 
"be  reTiioved;  and  in  tiie  a"bsence  of  other  available 
T/ork"  iDeing  found,  that  any  receipient  "be  given 
consideration  for  improvements  on    his  property. 

Iloved  Inr  L.  Bone,  seconded. 

Eoved  in  amend'uient  liy  Mr,  Hilner  that  all  the  vs/oids' 
after  the  word  "removed"  in  the  second  line  of  the 
last  clause  he  deleted, 

Seconded, 

At  12  o'clock  H.Cr,  YcUng  raoved  that  this  discussion 
he  suspended  until  a  later  session  and  that  the 
Convention  proceed  with  the  election  of  President, 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Mr,  Garland  took  the  chair, 

ELEGTIOIT  OF  PR23IDSITT. 

The  Chairman  called  for  nominations  for  President  of  the 
Association  for  the  coming  year  and  the  follov.'ing  names 
were  placed  in  nomination: 

Rohert  Gardiner, 

E.  J,  Garland,  M,P. 

ITorman  i'.  Priestley 

H.E.  IlecLeod 

J,  Bussell  Love,  II.L.A, 

J,  E,  Brown 

George  Bevington. 

Mr,  Garland  withdrev/, 

Moved  that  nominations  close. 

Seconded, 

Before  the  vote  was  put  Ur .  Gardiner  made  a  "brief 
statement  as  to  the  conditions  under  Y.'hich  he  was 
accepting  the  nomination, 

Mr,  Brov/n  and  :  r.  Love  withdrew. 

The  motion  to  close  nominations  ^as  carried. 

It  was  announced  that  voting  would  take  place  at  2  p.m.. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Convention  now  adjuurn.  Carried 
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WEIgTESDAY  AgTERUOOIT  SESSIO?>T. 

The  afternoon  session  commenced  at  2  p.m.  with 
Mr.  Critchlow  in  the  chair. 

iuoved  and  seconded  that  the  credentials  Committee 
conduct  the  election  for  President. 

Moved  and  seconded  in  amendment  that  three  add- 
itional memheis  he  added  to  the  coramitee  for 
this  purpose. 

On  a  vote  heing  taken,  the  chairman  declared  it 
a  tie. 

He  was  requested  to  give  a  casting  vote  and  voted 
in  favor  of  the  motion. 

The  motion  as  amended  was  carried. 

The  follov?ing  were  nominated  in  the  order  givent 

Levi  Bone 
Howard  Wright 
James  Camezen 
Mz.  kadge* 

It  was  agreed  on  the  suggestion  of  the  *^hairman  to 
avoid  the  necessity  of  having  an  election  that 
the  first  three  delegates  named  should  form  the 
Committee. 

Koved  hy  h.  Shuttleworth  that  the  candidates  with 
the  execption  .of  the  President,  address  the 
Convention  hriefly,  with  the  understanding  that 
Mr.  Gardiner  would  also  speak  if  he  wished. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  by  C.  Antonson  that  time  limit  of  two 
minutes  he  set  for  the  candidates*  speeches. 

Seconded  and  lost. 

Mr.  Gardiner,  Mr.  Priestley,  Mr.  MacLeod  and 
Mr.  Bevington  accordingly  spoke  "briefly,  after 
which  voting  took  place. 

WORK  gOR  RELIEJ'  RECIPIENTS.   (Grouard  Provincial 
C.A.)  41 

Whereas,  due  to  present  conditions  many 
to  get  help  from  the  Government,  and 

Vihereas,  some  are  doing  relief  work  and 


are  forced 


some  are  no 
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Therefore  "be  it  resolved,  that  v/ork  "be  provided 
for  all  a  t  present  rates  and  the  stigma  of  relief 
he  removed;  and  in  the  ahsence  of  other  available 
work  heing  found,  that  any  recipient  he  given 
consideration  foi  improvements  on  his  property. 

Discussion  on  resolution  iio,  41  and  the  proposed 
amendment  was  continued. 


Mr.  Nichols  moved  as  a  suh-amendment  to 


delete  the 
line  of  the 
"who 


words  after  the  word  "all"  in  the  first 
third  clause  and  to  suhstitute  the  following  : 
need  it  as  far  as  possihle  at  present  rates"# 

Seconded. 


The  suh-amendment  was  carried. 

The  chairman  pointed  out  that  this  vote  also  covered 
the  proposed  amendment. 

E.  A.  Hansen  moved  that  the  resolution  "be  amended  hy 
striking  out  the  words  "at  present  rates"  and  suh- 
stituting  the  words  "at  living  wages". 

An  amendment  to  the  amendment  proposed  hy  A.  Lunan  that 
the  word  "current"  he  suhstituted  for  the  word  "present" 
was  not  seconded. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 


A  motion  hy  C.  Antonson  to  refer  tack  was  not  seconded. 

The  motion  as  amended  was  carried,  one  or  two  voting 
against . 

BACK  TO  LAITD  SYSTESi  OF  RELIEF  (Uacleod  I'ed.C.A.  )  No.  43. 

^ereas,  the  present  so-called  hack  to  the  land  system 
of  relief  consisting  as  it  does  in  locating  certain 
families  now  upon  relief  upon  parcels  of  land  scattered 
throughout  the  rural  parts  of  this  country,  and 

rthereas,  this  situation,  where  the  location  and 
activities  of  these  families  aie  controlled  hy  the  state, 
affords  an  admirable  opportunity  of  instituting  a 
co-operative  instead  of  the  present  competitive 
system  of  settlement  and  agricultural  production, 
thereby  trying  out  the  co-operative  system  and  afford- 
ing a  real  measure  of  assistance  to  the  families 
concerned,  and 
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Whereas,  money  now  inadequate  for  the  purpose,  when 
divided  among  bo  many,  might  he  added  together  in 
a  larger  sum  to  "be  utilized  in  procuring  suitable 
and  up-to-date  "buildings,  machinery,  and  equipment 
to  "be  used  co-operatively  "by  all  the  families  in 
each  group,  thus  making  possible  a  truly  co-operative 
enterprise,  and  providing  these  people  with  a  fair 
opportunity  of  a  decent  living  and  eventual  success, 
thereby  relieving  the  country  of  the  necessity 
of  again  placing  these  families  on  the  dole  when 
the  original  sum  has  been  exhausted; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Governments 
concerned,  Federal,  Provincial  and  l^nicipal,  be 
urged  to  locate  these  families  in  groups  upon 
suitable  tracts  of  land  in  numbers  that  would  per- 
mit proper  supervision. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

An  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Nichols  was  refused  by 
the  Chairman  as  it  only  affected  the  preamble. 

After  discussion,  the  previous  question  wss  moved, 
seconded  and  carried.      The  motion  was  carried  by  a 
fairly  close  vote- 
On  a  point  of  privilege,  C.  Antonson  moved  that 
resolution  ITo.  168  lost  at  a  late  hour  at  the  Tuesday 
evening  session  by  a  majority  of  one,  be  reconsidered. 

After  discussion  the  motion  was  carried. 

SHORT  TEEMS  AKD  IITTERIIEDIATE  CREDITS  (Board 
Resolution  ITo .  168) 

Whereas,  there  is  an  imperative  need  among  western 
farmers  for  short  term  credit  to  meet  such  emergent 
needs  as  the  purchase  of  implement  repairs,  binder 
twine  or  other  farm  necessities;  and 

^^hereas,  there  is  a  further  requirement  for  a  different 
type  of  credit,   commonly  called  intermediate  credit,  to 
meet  charges  extending  over  a  period  of  two  or  three 
years,  such  as  livestock  production  and  the  replacement 
of  farm  machinery;  and 

V^hereas  our  Canadian  banks  have  Mled  to  meet  these 
requirements; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Dominion 
Government  to  meet  these  needs  of  Western  Agriculture 
by  setting  up  and  operating  a  short  terra  and  intermediate 
credit  scheme  as  a  relief  measure  only. 

Moved  by  S.S.  Sears.  Seconded. 

Moved  that  the  resolution  be  amended  by  deleting  the 
words  "as  a  relief  measure  only". 
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Seconded  and  carried. 

After  discussion  the  resolution  was  carried  with 
three  dissenting  votes. 

Mr.  Jj'owlie  moved  on  "behalf  of  the  Order  of  Business 
Committee  that  the  convention  now  consider  the 
report  of  the  Co-operative  Committee  followed  hy 
two  resolutions  dealing  with  the  same  sutjeet, 
with  proviso  that  as  soon  as  the  result  of  the 
election  for  President  he  known,  election  of  Vice- 
President  should  he  proceeded  with. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CO-OPEEATIVE  CO^/QiJITTEE. 

The  report  of  the  Co-opeiative  committee  was  read 
"by  Mr.  Priestley. 

Hoved  and  seconded  that  the  report  he  adopted. 

At  this  time  Mr.  Wood  took  the  chair. 
+ 

A  numher  of  questions  were  replied  to  hy  Mr.  Priestley 
ELECTIOI?  OF  PRESIDENT. 

Discussion  was  suspended  when  it  was  announced  that 
the  committee  of  scrutineers  were  ready  to  report. 

Mr.  Johansen  reported  that  360  tallots  had  heen  cast 
and  that  Mr.  Gardiner  was  elected  on  the  first  count. 

The  report  was  greeted  with  hearty  applause  as  was 
the  motion  hy  Mr.  MacLeod,  seconded  hy  Mr.  Priestley, 
that  Mr.  Gardiner's  election  he  made  unanimous. 

ELECTIOIf  OP  VICE-PRESIDEITT. 

The  chairman  called  for  nominations  for  the  office 
of  Vice-President  and  the  following  were  nominatedt 

Norman  jj'.  Priestley 
H.  B.  MacLeod. 
H.  Critchlow 
H.  G.  Young 
George  Bevington. 

Messrs.  YOung  and  Bevington  withdrew. 

Moved  that  nominations  close 

Seconded  and  carried. 

THE  CO-OPERATIVE  GQMIJlTTEE . 
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The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  Co-operative 
Committee  was  carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  a  vote  of  appreciation  "be 
tsndered  to  the  raeniters  of  the  Co-operative  Committee 
for  their  v.'ork. 

Carried  with  applause. 

COAL  SHORTAGES  (Pinton  U.g.A.  Local)  ^dorsed 
Toy  U.F.A.^Eoard)     ITo.  154. 

Whereas,  it  has  teen  found  that  in  the  majority 
of  cases  upon  carloads  of  coal  "being  unloaded 
"by  various  Locals  they  invaria"bly  run  short  up 
to  as  high  as  2,200  Ihs  a  car; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  this  local  go  on 
record  as  "being  of  the  opinion  that  in  all  cases 
where  such  a  shortage  occurs,  the  consumer  should 
only  "be  o"bliged  to  pay  for  whatever  amount  unloaded. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

SPEAKERS  OIT  COljlSUISRS  GO-OPEKATIOX.  (Co-operative 
Conference  Resolution  ITo»  1581 

Whereas,  co-operative  purchasing  has  made  great 
strides  forward  in  certain  parts  of  the  Province 
during  the  past  fev;  years;  and 

VvTiereas,  there  are  still  large  areas  vjhich  show  no 
evidence  of  progress  in  this  direction; 

Therefore  "be  it  resolved,  that  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  this  is  caused,  not  "by  any  lack  of  co-opeiative 
spirit  or  unwillingness  to  Join  this  movement,  hut 
"because  our  people  are  not  aware  of  the  progress  that 
has  "been  made  hy  our  organization  along  these  lines; 
and 

We  are  further  of  the  ppinicn  that  progress  can  "best 
"be  made  "by  a  policy  of  education  and  to  this  end  we 
recommend  that  an  opportunity  "be  given  and  time  pro- 
vided at  each  consti tuencj^  convention  for  a  speaker 
to  address  the  Convention  on  the  work  the  organization 
is  doing  along  the  lines  of  consumers  co-operaticn. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

Kr.  Powlie  moved  on  hehalf  of  the  Order  of  Business 
Committee  that  resolutions  on  education  "be  taken  up 
Y^ith  the  proviso  that  as  soon  as  the  "ballots  were 
printed,  the  Convention  proceed  with  the  election 
of  Vice-President. 
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Seconded  and  carried. 

TEAGHIUG  0^'  CO-uPERATIQ]^  (Wetaskiwin  Pro-gincial 
C»A«J  Ko>  61  (covering  also  i^08»  60.62  and  152. 

Whereas,  the  economic  salvation  of  mankind  lies  along 
co-operative  rather  than  competitive  lines,  and 

Whereas,  the  development  of  a  hetter  social  order 
depends  upon  the  alDility  of  the  people  to  think  and 
act  co-operatively,  and 

^ereas,  education  to  arouse  the  people  to  the  facts 
of  the  changed  conditions  is  essential; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  our  educational  system  should 
he  so  transformed  to  direct  the  thought  of  cur  young 
people  along  co-operative  lines  rather  than  along  the 
lines  of  an  outworn  competitive  tradition,  and  we 
call  upon  the  Alherta  Government  for  action  in 
accordance  v/ith  this  principle. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Carried. 

SOCIAL  SCIENCE  1¥  SCHOOLS.     (Didshury  u.-b'.A.  and 
U.g,W.A.    B.A.Jto  take  place  oi  resolution  64  in 
the  program,  which  has  heen  misprinted  J  (Covering 
also  fi'o.  65)    Ho.  165 1 

^ereas,  nothing  is  more  evident  than  the  need  of 
our  people  to  understand  the  social  sciences;  and, 
^ereas  if  democracy  is  to  continue  to  function, 
the  meeting  of  this  need  hecomes  exceedingly  urgent; 
and, 

Whereas,  many  thousand  of  adult  persons  in  the  farm 
movement  in  Alherta  are  passing  into  their  older 
years  without  enjoying  even  the  satisfaction  of 
witnessing  suhstantial  social  progress  embodied 
in  institutions;  and. 

Whereas,  the  time  was  never  more  suitable  than  at 
present  for  the  intcoduction  into  the  life  of  our 
young  people  of  an  early  understanding  of  the  nature 
of  those  social  and  economic  forces  "by  which  their 
lives  and  those  of  us  who  are  older  are  being  shaped; 
and. 

Whereas  after  twelve  years  of  control  of  our 
educational  system  by  a  Government  in  Alberta 
elected  by  the  united  ijarmera,  we  have  made 
almost  no  progress  in  these  aspects  of  education; 

Be  It  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  U*J)'.A»  iilxecutive 
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to  strongly  and  insistently  urge  upon  the  Alberta 
Government  that  they  take  imraediate  action  to 
introduce: 

(a)    By  text  "books  especially  devoted  to 
the  purpose,  and 

(h)    more  especially  hy  suggestion  throughout 
the  entire  cirriculum,  the  idea  of  the  advance  of 
society  towards  a  new  form  of  social  organization  in 
which  the  principle  of  struggle  for  private  profit 
shall  he  displaced  hy  the  principles  of  equity,  justice, 
mutual  aid  and  social  well-heing. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  in  order  that  all  teachers 
trained  in  Alherta  may  he  fully  qualified  to  give 
instruction  in  Social  Science,  a  course  in  this  subject 
in  the  spirit  of  the  foregoing  resolution  he  included 
in  the  cirriculum  of  all  Alherta  flormal  Schools* 
^Similar  resolution  from  Huxley  to  Grainger  D.A.) 

Moved  and  seconded* 

On  the  invitation  of  the  delegates,  Hon.Perren  Baker 
spoke  on  this  resolution  and  answered  a  number  of 
questions. 

further  discussion  took  place. 

ELECT IQir  Oi'  VICE-rRESI33ENT .     The  regular  business  was 
suspended  while  balloting  took  place  on  tr  e  iilection 
of  Vice-President* 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  Committee  act 
as  scrutineers  that  had  charge  of  the  election  of 
President. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Voting  then  took  place. 

Mr*  Critchlow  took  the  chair. 

SOCIAL  SCIENCE  I'M  SCHOOLS*     Didshury  U.-b'.A*  and  u.Jj'.W.A., 
D*A*   (to  take  place  of  iiesolution  64  in  the  program^  whTch 
has  been  misprinted)    Ho»  165  (Covering  also  jmoV  65]. 

"Whereas,  nothing  is  more  evident  than  the  need  of  our 
people  to  understand  the  social  sciences;  and, 

TJhereas,  if  democracy  is  to  continue  to  function,  the 
meeting  of  this  need  becomes  exceedingly  urgent,  and 

T/hereas,  many  thousands  of  adult  persons  in  the  farm 
movement  in  Alberta  are  passing  into  their  older  years 
without  enjoying  even  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing 
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suTDstantial  social  progress  embodied  in  institutions; 
and, 

IS/hereas  the  time  was  never  wore  suitable  than  at 
present  for  the  introduction  into  the  life  of  our 
young  people  of  an  early  understanding  of  the  nature 
of  those  social  and  economic  forces  by  which  their 
lives  and  those  of  us  who  are  older  are  being  shaped, 
and, 

Whereas,  after  twelve  years  of  control  of  our 
educational  system  by  a  Government  in  Alberta 
elected  by  the  United  S'armers,  we  have  made  almost 
no  progress  in  these  aspects  of  education; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  u.i'.A,  Executive  to 
strongly  and  insistently  urge  upon  the  Alberta 
Government  that  they  take  immediate  action  to  introduces 

(a)  By  text  books  especially  devoted  to 
the  purpose,  and 

(b)  M§re  especially  by  suggestion  throughout 
the  entire  cirriculum  the  ides  of  the  advance  of 
society  towards  a  new  form  of  social  organization 

in  which  the  principle  of  struggle  for  private  profit 
shall  be  displaced  by  the  principles  of  equity,  justice, 
mutual  aid  and  social  well-being* 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  in  order  that  all  teachers 
trained  in  Alberta  may    be  fully  qualified  to  give 
instruction  in  Social  Science,  a  course  in  this 
subject  in  the  spirit  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be 
included  in  the  curriculum  of  Alberta  Ngrmal  Schools* 
(Similar  resolution  from  Huxley  to  Grainger  D.A.) 

Discussion  on  this  resolution  was  resumed. 

At  6  o'clock  the  previous  question  was  moved, 
seconded  and  carried. 


The  Resolution  was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 


Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Convention  adjourn  until 
eight  o'clock, 

WEDNESDAY  EVEI4IUG  SESSION. 


following  a  musical  program,  the  convention  was  called 
to  order  at  8  o'clock  by  Mr.  Gardiner  as  Chairman. 

SLECTIOIT  OF  VICE  PKESIDEFT  .    Mr.  J  hansen  reported  for 
the  Committee  of  scrutineers  that  3o2  ballots  were 
cast  in  the  election  for  Vice-President.    Two  ballots 
were  spoiled.    Mr.  Priestley  was  elected  on  the  first 
count. 
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Mr.  Priestley  made  a  brief  speech  of  thanks. 

Mr.  Gardiner  explained  that  he  had  been  giving 
an  address  to  the  U'«F*W*A«  Convention  at  the  time 
when  his  election  as  President  was  announced.  He 
took  this  opportunity  of  expressing  his  appreciation 
for  the  honor  conferred  up^^n  him. 

MESSAGE  mOU  FREIIIBR  BROWICLEE; 

Hon.  George  Hoadley,  Minister      of  Agriculture, 
explained  that  he  was  acting  for  the  Premier, 
Hon.  J.  iJi.  Brownlee,  ^o  was  unavoidably  absent 
from  the  city.    Mr.  Hoadley  then  read  a  written 
statement  from  the  Premier. 

ADDRESS  Qg  HOM.  GEORGE  HOADLEY. 

Mr.  Hoadley  then  delivered  a  short  address  to  the 
convention. 

ORDER  Qg  BUSIITBSS. 

Mr.  5'owlie  recommended  on  behalf  of  the  Order  of 
Business  Committee  that  the  Declaration  of  Principles 
be  considered,  followed  by  resolutions  pertaining 
to  the  CCF. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

AMENDMBITT  TO  DECLARATION  OP  PRINCIPLES.     (Bow  River 
Pederal  C.A.  )    ITo.  '6. 

Whereas,  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  J.F.A. 
adopted  in  1925  a  Declaration  of  Principles,  and 
amended  the  same       in  1931,  and 

Whereas,  in  that  declaration  and  on  numerous 
other  occasions  both  before  and  since  the  u.P.A. 
has  declared  and  expressed  its  willingness  to 
co-operate  with  other  groups  of  citizens,  and 

Whereas,  the  Annual  Convention  of  1933  declared 
itself  in  favor  of  membership  in  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth  Federation,  instructing  the  board 
to  affiliate  with  the  said  iJ'ederat ion,  and 

Y/hereaa,  attairanent  of  the  objectives  of  the 
Jj'ederation  is  only  possible  through  co-operation 
in  the  field  of  political  action  of  the  constituent 
bodies  thereof,  and 

Whereas,  the  essential  element  in  such  co-operation 
is  unity  of  appeal  to  the  electorate  in  the  various 
Constituencies,  and 

Ti/hereas  the  essential  factor  in  such  unity  is  the 
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eraergence  of  one  nominee  representing  the 
Federation,  and 

'/whereas,  the  Declaration  of  Principles  afore- 
mentioned, particularly  Clauses,  One,  "i^'hree  and 
Six  thereof,  forbidsthe  use  of  U.F.A.  Machinery 
for  the  nominating  and  electing  of  s  candidate 
other  than  one  -who  shall  "be  knov.-n  only  as  U.i\A. 
Candidate,  and 

""hereas,  it  is  provided  in  Clause  Three  of  the 
said  Declaration  that  such  candidate  "shall  te 
expected  to  attach  himself  to  no  other  legislative 
group  or  party"  and  thst  such  nominee  when  elected 
"is  responsible  directly  to  his  own  U.ff.A.  Constit- 
uency organization"  and 

Whereas,  it  has  "been  our  policy  and  practice  to  endorse 
the  candidature  of  nominees  of  such  other  groups  and 
assist  in  the  election  of  such  nominees; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  the  Declaration  of 
Principles  he  amended  to  provide  for  co-operation  "be- 
tween organizations  \i;itl  in  a  Constituency  v;hich  &re 
branches  of  the  various  bodies  in  the  Province  of 
Alberta,  affiliated  \vith  the  Co-operative  Common- 
v;ealth  Federation  for  the  purpose  of  nominating 
candidates • 

Moved  by  Mr.  Church. 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Shuttleworth. 

After  discussion  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Macklin  that 
the  sixth  paragraph  be  deleted. 

Seconded. 

Lost. 

The  resolution  was  carried.   [ 

DEGLARATTCIT  OF  PRI:MGIFLBS.   ^  (Unanimously  adopted  by  the 
ilnnual  Convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta, 
January  25»  1925,  and  amended  by  the  1951  Convention) 
IIo.  166.     (Covering  slso  Nos.  10,117,121  and  1237" 

Whereas,  the  1919  U.F.A,  Convention  decided  officially 
to  go  into  political  action,  and  passed  a  resolution 
authorizing  the  U.F.A.  Locals  of  each  constituency  to 
use  the  U.F.A,  organization  machinery  for  the  purpose 
of  nominating  and  electing  a  U.F.A.  candidate  in  that 
district,  and. 
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Whereas,  there  have  arisen  mi sunder standings 
and  differences  of  opinion,  and  different 
interpretations  in  regard  to  the  terms  of 
that  resolution,  especially  regarding  the 
following  points,  vizi 

1.  Whom  the  elected  candidate  represents 
in  his  official  capacity. 

2.  On  what  'oasis  he  is  supposed  to  co-operate 
with  other  U.P.A,  mem^bers,  and  on  what  basis  all 
U.J'.A.  memhers  are  supposed  to  co-operate,  in  the 
interest  of  good  legislation,  with  other  political 
parties,  groups  or  individuals. 

3»    In  regard  to  "Constituency  Autonomy," 
just  how  far  this  autonomy  extends,  and  where  it 
ceases.    iSow,  therefore,  he  it 

Resolved,  that  this  Convent  ion, speaking  as  the 
supreme  U'.F.A.  authority,  officially  declares: 

1.  That  each  elected  memher  who  has  "been 
nominated  hy  the  u.F.A.  organization  in  any 
constituency,  shall  he  known  only  as  a  U.F.A. 
representative,  and  shall  he  expected  to  attach 
himself  to  no  other  legislative  group  or  party, 

and  further,  that  each  U»jj\A.  member  is  responsible 
directly  to  his  own  u.jj.A.  constituency  organ- 
ization and  that  organization  is  responsible  to 
the  u.ij'.A.  Orgar.i zation  as  a  whole. 

2.  That  each  Candidate  so  elected  shall  be 
expected  to  co-operate  as  an  individual  with  all 
other  U.F.A.  members,  thereby  forming  and  organ- 
izing a  Parliamentary  group  unit;  and  that  this 
U.F.A.  group  unit  shall  be  expected  to  co-operate 
as  such  wit;^  other  Parliamentary  parties,  groups, 
or  individual  members,  when  practicable  to  do  so  in 
the  interests  of  desirable  legislation. 

3.  That  each  constituency  shall  have  the 
fullest  autonomy  in  nominating  and  eleacting  a 
Candidate,  as  outlined  in  the  two  above  clauses, 
but  this  Convention  specifically  declares  that  no 
constituency  shall  have  the  right  to  use  th.e 
U.P.A.  organization  in  th^t  constituency  for  the 
purpose  of  nominating  and  electing  a  candidate 

on  any  other  understanding  than  that  outlined 
above,  in  clauses  one  and  two  of  this  resolution. 
And,  be  it  further, 
4. 

Resolved,  that  nothing    in  the  above  resolution 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  U.P.A. 
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Pailiament ary  group  from  acting  with,  and 
inviting  into  their  group  councils,  individual 
Parliamentary  merabers,  especially  those  elected 
hy  other  fariaer's  organizations,  similar  to  the 
U.P.A,,  when  a  majority  of  the  said  U.F.A. 
group  decided  that  it  is  expedient  and  advisahle 
to  do  so*    And  he  it  further 

5.  Resolved,  that  when  a  hona  fide  farm 
organization,  such  as  the  u.iJ'.A.,  from  another 
Province,  elects  a  group  of  legislative  merahers, 
and  these  memhers  organize  themselves  into  a 
legislative  group  unit  representative  of  that 
organization,  it  is  the  desire  of  this  Convention 

that  our  u.F.A.  legislative  group  should  co-operate  ' 
with  such  a  legislative  group  or  groups  in  the 
organization  of  a  larger  agricultural  group  con- 
taining all  such  Provincial  groups,  or  as  many  as 
will  organize.    And  he  it  further, 

6.  i^tesolved,  that  the  principles  and  policies, 
as  declared  from  time  to  time  hy  the  Annual  Gohvention 
of  the  united  ^'armers  of  Alherta,  hroadly  interpreted, 
shall  he  the  guiding  influence  of  the  u.Jb'.A,  memhers 
and  the  U.P.A.  legislative  group  and,  that  with  these 
principles  in  mind,  they  are  expected  to  use  their 

heat  judgment  in  dealing,  in  a  practical  way,  with  \ 

all  matters  of  legislation,  in  the  interest  of 

industry  as  a  whole,  and  further,  that  the  u.is'.A, 

memhers  and  the  u.J'.A,  legislative  group  shall  not 

he  considered  as  in  any  way  hound  hy  any  declaration 

of  principles,  or  any  platform  coming  from  any  other 

source. 

7.  Resolutions  passed  "by  constituency  associat-  , 
ions  which  involve  any  departure  from  the  policies 

laid  down  hy  the  i»-nnual  Convention  of  the  United 
farmers  of  Alherta  shall  not  in  any  way  he  applied 
in  the  guidance  of  candidates  or  elected  memhers 
unless  and  until  such  time  as  they  shall  have  heen 
suhraitted  to  and  adopted  hy  the  iVnnual  Convention 
of  the  United  S'armers  of  Alherta. 

8.  Be  it  further  resolved,  that  when  a  special 
service  is  required  that  calls  for  special  training 
in  order  to  render  that  service  efficiently,  the 
nominations  for  a  constituency  need  not  necessarily 
he  limited  to  U.i'.A.  memhers,  nor  even  to  farmers. 

The  ohject  shall  he  to  select  a  candidate  who  will  he  loya 
to  the  u.F.A.  and  capahle  of  giving  efficient  service. 

9.  Resolved^  that  while  the  constituency  I 
organization  is  the  unit  through  which  the  pol-  I 
itical  machinery  is  operated,  this  until  does  I 
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exist  solely  for  the  operation  of  such  machinery, 
"but  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on    all  u.ff.ii. 
activities  in  each  constituency.    We  therefore 
advise  that  all  constituency  and  other  units  he 
descrihed  as  u.i'.A,  units  only,  since  the  use  of 
the  designation  "Political  Association"  must  he 
misleading. 

Moved  and  seconded, 

Mr.  Gardiner  made  a  hrief  statement  explaining  the 
circumstances  which  had  led  to  the  proposed  sub- 
mission of  the  Declaration  of  Principles. 

ADDITIOITS     (Clause  10) 

10.  ifo  individual  Locals  of  the  Association, 
and  no  u.Jj'.A.  j'ederal  Constituency  Association 
consisting  of  fewer  than  ten  Locals  in  good  standing, 
or  a    Provincial  Constituency  Association  consisting 
of  fewer  than  five  locals  in  good  standing,  shall  he 
competent  to  nominate  a  candidate  in  any  federal 

or  provincial  election. 

Moved  hy  Mr.  Johansen. 
Seconded  hy  Mr.  Critchlow. 
After  discussion  the  clause  was  carried. 
Clause  11 ♦ 

11.  1^0  constituency  association  shall  be 
entitled  to  nominate  any  person  as  a  u.J'.A. 
candidate  who  has  not  been  a  member  of  the 
Association  in  good  standing  for  a  period  of  two 
years  prior  to  the  nomination,    in  cases  covered 
by  Section  8  of  this  Declaration  the  provisions 
of  this  section  shall  not  be  operative. 

Moved  hy  Mr.  Wheat ley.  Seconded. 

Carried. 

Clause  12. 

12.  Any  member  of  a  legislative  body,  elected 
as  a  representative  of  the  u.P.A.  whose  membership 
in  the  Association  has  been  allowed  to  lapse  over 

a  period  of  two  years  shall  cease  to  be  regarded 
as  a  U.F.A.  representative,  and  shall  be  ineligible 
to  receive    a  U.F.A.  nomination  until  his  good 
standing  shall  have  been  re-established  over  a 
period  of  two  years,    in  cases  covered  by  section 
8  of  this  Declaration  the  provisions  of  this 
section  shall  not  be  operative. 
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Moved  "by  Mi.  Johansen*  Seconded, 
Gairied. 

Moved  "oy  Mr.  Wylie  that  the  following  he  added 
as  Clause  No»  13 ♦     "That  every  elected  memher 
pay  hack  to  the  Constituency  Association  the 
cost  of  his  election  from  his  first  indemnity 
and  a  vote  of  lack  of  confidence  "by  that 
Association  he  sufficient  for  resignation  from 
his  Local**. 

Seconded  and  lost. 

EXCEPTIOirS     (Clause  a) 

Whereas,  hy  the  action  of  the  Annual  Convention 
of  January  1933,  the  united  ij'armeis  of  Alheita 
affiliated  with  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth 
Federation;  and 

Whereas  memhership  in  the  Js'ederation  necessitates 
co-operation  hetweenthe  various  groups  affiliated; 
and 

Whereas,  to  make  this  co-operation  effective  it  may 
he  desiialDle  in  certain  constituencies  in  Alherta 
to  hold  joint  conventions  for  the  nomination  of 
candidates; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  permission  is  herehy 
granted  to  hold  such  joint  conventions  on  the  follow- 
ing hasiss 

(a)    That  the  representation  of  the  organizations 
participating  shall  he  proportionate  to  their 
total  resident  membership  in  the  constituency 
concerned: 

Moved  hy  Mr,  Wheatley  and  seconded. 

Moved  loy  Mr.  Sears  that  all  the  words  after  the 
word  "shall he  struck  out  and  the  follovang  added: 
"he  determined  hy  the  u.Jj'.A,  and  Constituency 
concerned**  • 

Seconded* 

After  discussion  the  amendment  was  lost. 
Clause  (a)  was  carried. 
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Clause  (la) 

(t)    That  the  candidate  chosen  hy  the  Convention 
shall  "be  responsihle,  if  elected,  solely  to  the 
constituency  organization  of  the  unit  of  the 
federation  which  sponsored  the  submission  of  his 
name  to      the  convention; 

Moved  hy  Mi.  Jghansen, 

Seconded  hy  Mr,  Macklin. 

Caxzied. 

Clause  (c) 

(c)  That  every  u.F.A.  federal  representative 
elected  to  office,  vdiether  nominated  hy  a  joint 
convention  or  other  wise,  shall  he  designated  as 
a  U.f.A.  memher  (C«G.iJ\) 

Moved  "by  Mr.  Johansen.  Seconded. 

Mr.  Milner  moved  in  amendment  to  insert  the  words 
'•and  Provincial"  after  the  word  "federal". 

Seconded  and  lost. 

Clause  (c)  was  carried. 

Clause  (d) 

(d)  That  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of 
section  10  of  the  Declaration  of  Principles, 
individual  Locals  in  any  constituencies  where 

no  properly  organized  U.f.A.  constituency  association 
exists,  shall  "be  permitted  to  send  delegates  to  a 
constituency  council  of  the  Co-operative  uomraonwealth 
Federation  and  to  any  nominating  convention  of  the 
units    in  the  ijederation. 

Moved  loy  Mr.  Johansen. 

Seconded  and  carried. 


The  Convention  adjourned  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sutherland. 
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THURSDAY  MORITING  SESSIOIT. 

Mr*  Wood  called  the  convention  to  order  at  9»30» 

PROVII'TCIAL  POLITICAL  PLATFORfl,   IWest  SalisTouiy  Local  - 
Endorsed  Tpy  Boaid)   .    no»  173  (coveTing;  also  Los* 
11  and  12  J. 

Whereas,  the  fanners  of  Alherta  have  huilt  up  an 
organization  which  has  economic  and  political 
autonomy  and  should  maintain  it;  and 

Whereas,  the  said  organization  has  control  of  the 
political  power    of  the  Province  has  the  organization 
to  maintain  that  position  and 

Whereas,  it  might  he  fatal  to  the  U.F.A.  organization 
to  concentrate  on  a  policy  that  is  only  capahle  of 
solution  in  a  jj'ederal  wayj  and 

Whereas  the  people  of  this  province  have  received 
definite  henefits  from  political  control  hy  the 
u.i'.A,  Government;  and 

Whereas,  we  feel  that  in  striving  for  the  greater 
ohjective  we  might  lose  sight  of  the  great  things 
that  have  heen  obtained  by  our  provincial  group 
and 'fail  to  consolidate  cur  position;  and 

Whereas,  "we,  as  members  of  the  provincial  organ- 
ization are  in  S3rmpathy  with  the  CCS',  J?ederal 
platform  and  are  willing  to  work  for  its  success; 

Therefore  be  it  resolured,  that  we,  members  of  this 
provincial  organization,  recommend  to  our  directors 
that  they  prepare  a  provincial  political  platform, 
in  time  for  the  u.S'.A,  1935  annual  convention,  for 
this  organization  including  in  the  said  platform  the 
policies  of  the  C.G.iJ'.  which  are  practicable  and 
applicable  to  provincial  affairs* 

Moved  by  H*  H,  Bailey. 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Milner. 

After  a  discussion  had  been  carried  on  at  some 
length,  C*  W»  Pals  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
tabled  until  after  the  reading  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  organization. 

Seconded  and  lost. 

Discussion  on  the  resolution  was  resumed. 

After  further  discussion  the  previous  question 
was  moved. 


Seconded  and  carried. 
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The  resolution  was  carried,  five  voting  against. 

At  this  point  Mr.  Garland  took  the  chair. 

PR0PQRTIQI7AL  REFRBSEI-lTATIOI^  (Riverton  Local  - 
Endorsed  "by  Board.)  i-^o.  172. 

Whereas,  the  u.F.A.  has  repeatedly  gone  on  record 
in  favor  of  the  principles  of  proportiorial 
representation;  and 

IJhexeas,  T^hen  we  took  political  action  v)e  did  so 
with  the  idea  of  doing  away  with  the  Party  System; 
and 

Whereas,  this  cannot  he  done  without  aouie  system 
of  proportional  representation;  and 

Whereas,  there  is  no  mention  of  proportional 
representation  in  the  o.G.i!".  prograin; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  the  U.ii'.A.  delegates 
to  the  next  C.C.i'.  convention  he  instructed  to  do 
their  utmost  to  have  the  following  clause  inserted 
in  the  said  program! 


"Our  aim  will  he  to  give  political  expression  and 
representation  to  all  groups  and  classes  of  society 
on  a  numhericsl  hasis,  with  the  idea  of  forming  a 
co-operative  business  administration  for  the  iJominion 
of  Canada". 

Moved  and  seconded. 

After  some  discussion  the  resolution  was  carried. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CREDENTIALS  COIvgvTITTEE. 

Mr.  Johansen  reported  on  hehalf  of  the  Credentials 
Committee  that  there  ?/ere  348  registered  delegates 
v/hose  credentials  were  all  in  order. 

This  nutnher  was  made  up  as  follows: 


"Proportional  representation 


IJ.]?.A« 
U.is'.W.A. 

J'ederal  Constituency  Assoc 
Provincial  "  " 
District  Associations 
Junior 


231. 

102 


3 
9. 

2 

1 


348. 
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The  Gormnittee  recomended  that  the  Pool  rate  he 
set  at  ^10  including  -validation  fees,  allovdng 
a  refund  of  ^2^00  to  each  delegate. 

Mgved  and  seconded  that  the  repoit  he  adopted. 

Mo-ved  "by  Mx»  iJlock  that  half  of  the  proposed  refund 
he  de'voted  to'wards  the  expenses  of  the  t-onvention  and 
the  other  half  he  returned  to  the  delegates. 

Seconded  end  lost. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

J.A.  jPowlie  moved  that  resolution  iSo.  163  "b-e  taken 
up  at  this  time. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENiamT  (U.^'.W.A^  Board)     Ho.  165. 

ResolT'ed,  that  the  Constitution  he  amended  hy  adding 
paragraph  A  of  Clause  6  of  Section  16  the  following 
woidst 

"The  first  of  the  two  Vice-Presidents  elected  shall 
he  designated  i'irst  Vice-President". 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Carried  unanimouslj'-. 

BROADCAST  I  j\'G  C.C.F.  SPEAKERS.     (Serviceheiry  D.A.  ) 
Ho.  18. 

Whereas,  the  u.E.A»  has  no  daily  press,  and 

whereas,  it  is  necessary  that  intended  education 
of  CCi*.  principles  he  undertaken; 

Therefore  he  it  resol-ved,  v^e  ask  central  uffice  to 
circularize  the  u.i'.A.  and  u.i'.Y/.A.  Locals  for 
the  purpose  of  estshlishing  a  radio  fund  for  hroad- 
casting    our   C.C.i'.  speakers. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Carried. 
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RESI  GNAT  ION  OF  PiRESEtiT  DOklKIOH  GOVEBCTiENT 
Clem"bina  Piovingial  C.A»)  .No^  21« 

Whereas,  the  people  of  oanada  have  since 
Confederation,  "been  subjected  to  the  tyrannies 
of  the  vested  interests  and  have  now  reached  the  ' 
limit  of  their  endurance  under  the  present 
capitalistic  system,  and 

"liThereas,  the  multitude  floundering  in  a  mdire  of 
distress,  misery  end  servility  are  crying  aloud 
for  their  fair  share  of  the  wealth  produced  hy 
them,  and. 

Whereas  the  palliatives  offered  to  the  common 
people  have  conclusively  proven  to  loe  of  no  avail, 
and 

Whereas,  providence  has  so  munif iciently  endov^ed 
this  glorious  Canada  with  such  an  ahundance  of 
everything  the  human  body  can  desire,  and 

Whereas,  these  resources  and  the  distribution 
of  the  wealth  accumulated  is  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  aforesaid  vested  interests,  and 

Where8i3,  the  present  Dominion  Government,  represents 
the  capitalistic  system,  with  all  its  defects  only, 
and  has  lamentably  failed  to  ease  the  burdens  of 
the  masses  of  the  people; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Executive  of  the  C»U*jt*', 
be  asked  to  organize  a  Domini on -wide  petition 
demanding  the  immediate  resignation  of  this 
present  Dominion  Government  to  be  followed  by  an 
early  election  so  that  the  people  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  end  this  state  of  distress,  misery 
and  servility  to  which  they  have  been  driven. 

Moved  by  George  Wall*  Seconded. 

Moved  that  the  resolution  be  tabled. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  by  L.  B.  Hart  that  Mrs.  Parlby  "be  requested 
to  give  her  address  on  Health  to  the  U.i'.A. 
Convention  and  that  the  U.J.W.A.  be  invited  to 
attend. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  those  delegates  particularly 
interested  could  go  to  the  u.Js'.V/.A.  Convention  and 
hear  Mrs.  Parlby*s  address. 

The  motion  was  lost. 
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ITATICITALI2ATI0N  Qg  LAE'D     (Bow  ni^ei  ii'ederal  C.A, ) 
Eo,  14  iCQveiing  also  i:o8>  15  and  16,T 

Whereas,  the  nationalization  of  land  is  part  of 
the  u.F.A.  manifesto,  and 

IJS/hereas,  the  C,G,i^'«  Convention,  at  their  Hegina 
Contention  did  not  include  the  nationalizstion 
of  land  in  their  program; 

Therefore  "be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention 
delete  the  v;ords  "including  land"  and  insert 
therefor  the  follo^'ing,  "including  all  unalienated 
land  and  land  that  may  revert  from  time  to  time  to 
the  cro-vpn." 

Mgved  hy  A.  Shuttleworth, 
Seconded* 

At  12  o'clock  it  \vas  moved  hy  Mi»  Wright  that  the 
discussion  he  postponed  until  after  lunch  recess. 

Seconded  and  carried, 

The  Convention  adjourned. 

THURSDAY  AgTEEHOCH  SESSIOII. 

Mr*  Garland  called  the  convention  to  order  at  2  p.m. 
Discussion  on  Resolution  Ho.  14  was  resumed. 

Moved "ly  Byron  Tanner  in  amendment  that  after  the 
word  "'following'*  in  the  last  clause,  the  figure  (1) 
"be  inserted;  that  after  the  word  "crown**  the  follow- 
ing he  added  "(2)  that  the  Provincial  Government  he 
asked  to  collect  on  all      the  said  unalienated  land 
the  full  rental  value  yearly";   (3)  That  the  Government 
he  asked  to  take  hy  taxation  all  future  increment  in 
privately  owned  natural  resources,  including  land." 

Seconded. 

Moved  that  the  following  he  suhstituted  for  the 
resolution  under  discussion:  "Be  it  resolved  that  this 
Convention  go  on  record  as  being  in  favor  of  the 
socialization  of  the  values  of  all  natural  resources 
including  land  values". 

"Sot  seconded. 

After  further  discussion  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  offered  to  delete  all  the  words  following 
the  words  "including  land". 
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The  chairman  ruled  that  this  could  not  "be 
considered  an    amendment  to  the  amendment. 

At  this  point  the  chairman  suggested  that 
,Mr»  Tanner,  Mr»  Wood  and  Mr,  Shut tleworth 
heing  particularly  interested  in  the  sulDject, 
should  he  asked  to    meet  Y/ith  the  Resolutions 
Committee  end  redraft  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ment as  two  or  three  separate  resolutions. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  this  suggestion 
he  adopted. 

Carried. 

At  this  point  Mr.  Critchlow  took  the  chair. 

AlgEFDlEEITT  TO  SCHOOL  ACT.     (Grande  Prairie 
Provincial  C.A.JITo.  65. 

Wherees,  the  present  School  Act  calls  arbitrarily 
for  schools  to  he  in  operation  hetvseen  January  1st 
and  June  30th,  and  tetv/een  September  1st  and 
Decemher  31st  of  each  year,  and 

Whereas,  in  the  northern  district  owing  to  inclement 
weather  and  severe  cold  it  is  a  great  hardship  to 
operate  schools  in  rural  parts  during  some  periods 
of  winter; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  is 
of  the  opinion  that  the  School  Act  should  be  amended 
so  as  to  allow  local  school  "boards  to  shorten  summer 
vacation  and  lengthen  winter  vacation  accordingly. 

Eoved  and  seconded. 

A  motion  to  strike  out  the  words  "northern  districts" 
was  refused  hy  the  Chairman  as  it  only  affected  the 
preamble. 

On  being  asked  to  give  his  opinion,  K^n.  Perren 
B|kex  made  a  brief  statement  to  the  delegates. 

The  resolution  was  lost. 

ENTBAirCE  FEE  TO  ITORMAL  SCKOOLS.  (Acadia  i<^edeial  C.A. ) 
Ho.  66.     (covering;  also  Bos.  67  and  687 

Ihereas,  the  entrance  fee  to  the  normal  schools  has 
been  increased  froip  ,f50.00  to  %:1C0.00,  and 

Whereas,  this  increase  is  a  great  hindrance  to  the 
vast  majority  of  workers  and  farmers,  hut  a  matter 
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of  little  consequence  to  the  wealthy^  and 

Wheress,  this  seems  to  "be  discrimination  for 
the  latter  as  against  the  former; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  -we  ask  the 
Pro"7incial  Government  to  ha^e  the  fee  reduced 
at  least  to  its  original  "basis,  and  in  the 
event  of  having  more  applicants  for  admission 
into  our  normal  schools  than  there  is  accommod- 
ation to  make  the  entrance  on  the  hasis  of  merit, 
rather  than  on  financial  position,  as  it  is  at 
the  present  time.     (Similar  resolution  from  Hand 
Hills  Provincial  C»A. ) 

Moved  hy  nr.  Baker. 

Seconded  and  lost. 

HATURALIZATIOL^  OP  TEACHERS  (Coronation  Provincial 
C.A.   (  140.  69 J  . 

^ereas,  so  many  native-horn  hoys  and  girls  are 
without  work; 

Therefore,  we  in  convention  assemhled,  request 
the  Department  of  Education  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  require  all  teachers  to  he  Canadian 
citizens  or  Jbritish  suhjects  hefore  they  take 
charge  of  the  education  of  our  children. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

In  response  to  a  question,  the  Mnister  of 
Education  explained  the  policy  of  the  Department 
in  this  matter. 

The  resolution  was  lost. 

REDUCTIQU  0¥  MINIMUM  SALARY  iVii  TEACHERS 
(Innisfail  Provincial  C.A.J    Bo.  70.  ^ 

?/here8s,  the  prevailing  economic  depression  has 
made  it  impossible  to  raise  hy  taxation  sufficient 
money  to  pay  even  the  statutory  minimum  teachers 
salary  of  $840.00  per  annxan  and  there  is  a 
possibility  of  school  grants  heing  further 
reduced,  thereby  making  greater  the  difficulty 
in  keeping  schools  open; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  minimum  salary 
he  reduced  to  ^600.00  per  annum  so  long  as  the 
present  financial  conditions  continue. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Bichols. 


Seconded. 
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After  a  prolonged  discussion,  tiie  previous 
question  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

The  resolution  was  lost  decisively. 

PAYirSlNTT  OF  HIGH  SCHOOL  FEES.  (Innisfail 
Provincial  C;»A.  J    Uo.  71. 

Be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  request 
as  a  matter  of  justice  between  school  districts, 
that  the  bchool  Act  "be  amended  so  that  when  any 
district  in  which  Grades  IX,  X  and  XI  or  any  of 
them  are  not  taught  is  required  to  make  payment 
of  high  school  fees  to  another  district  in  re- 
spect of  any  pupil  whose  parent  or  guardian 
resides  within  its  own  area,  its  payment  for 
such  tuition  shall  he  reduced  by  the  amount  of 
any  current  school  tax  payable  "by  the  parent  or 
guardian  to  the  school  district  where  the  high 
school  tuition  is  received. 

This  was  read  hut  there  was  no  mover. 

Moved  by  kr.  i'owlie  that  the  redrafted  resolution 
on  land  taxation  "be  taken  up,  followed  by  the 
redraft  of  resolution  Eo.  14 • 

Seconded  and  carried. 

TAXATION  OF  LATO  VALUES.   (Resolution  covering 
amendtjient  to  Kesolution  14.1 

IShereas,  the  unearned  increment  in  land  values  is 
socially  created;  therefore  it  should  accrue  to 
the  benefit  of  society* 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  - 

1.    ihat  the  Provincial  Government  be  asked 
to  collect  on  all  unalienated  land  the  full  rental 
value  yearly; 

2*  That  the  Government  be  asked  to  take  by 
taxation  all  future  increment  in  privately  owned 
natural  resources  including  land. 

moved  and  seconded* 

After  discussion  it  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
resolution  be  tabled* 

Mr*  Garland  took  the  chair. 
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HATIOI^ALIZATIOH  Qg  LAUD  (Redraft  of  leaolution 
5o«  14  -  BOTO  J:tivei*  ~" 

Whereas^  the  nationalization  of  land  is  part  of 
the  definition  of  the  Co-operative  commonwealth 
adopted  hy  the  Annual  uon-vention  of  1931  and 
leaffirmed  in  1932; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  this  convention 
delete  the  words  **including  land"  and  insert  the 
follomng:     "including  all  unalienated  land  and 
land  that  may  revert  from  time  to  time  to  the 
crown" • 

Moved  by  A*  Shuttleworth»  Seconded. 

It  was  moved  in  amendment  to  strike  out  the  words 
"including  all  unalienated  land  and  land  that  may 
revert  to  the  crown  from  time  to  time". 

During  the  discussion  of  this  resolution  Mr, 
Critchlow  resumed  the  chair, 

5:30  the  chairman  announced  in  accordance  with 
the  constitution,  the  discussion  stood  adjourned 
to  permit  of  i-onstituency  meetings  for  the 
election  of  directors. 

The  Convention  accordingly  adjourned. 

THURSDAY  EVBIIIITG  iSBSSIOU. 

following  the  musical  program,.  Mr*  Garland  called 
the  *^onvention  to  order  at  8  o'clock. 

Mr,  Priestley  introduced  the  Rev.  Arthur  Rowe  of 
Granum,  who  gave  a  shds^rt  address, 

ADDRESS  BY  MR.  VM.  IRVIUE,  M.P, 

Mr.  Garland    introduced  Vtoi.  Irvine,  M.P,  who 
delivered  an  address* 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  tddress,  Mr,  Irvine 
was  tendered  an  i«»ovation  hy  the  delegates, 

FRATERNAL  DELEGATS3. 

Brief  addresses  were  given  hy  the  following 
fraternal  delegates: 
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Elmer  Roper,  representing  the  Alterta  Federation 

of  labor, 

Mr.  Shortliff,  M.A.,  Alterta  Teachers* 

Alliance, 

Dr.  H.W.  Wood,  The  ^Iberta  Y^eat  Pool, 
Mr.  Carl  Berg,  Alberta  j^ederation  of  Labor, 
Mr.  E.S.  McRory,  The  United  Grain  Growers  Ltd. 
Mrs.  Dixon,  representing  the  United  Farmers  of 

Canada,   Saskatchewan  Section, 

On  a  point  of  privilege,  a  delegate  raised 
objection  to  the  headline  on  "The  Edmonton 
Bulletin"     t     "U.F.A,  wants  Socialism  taught 
in  SchoolB". 

Moved  and  seconded  that  Mr.  Eager  be  allowed  to 
speak  on  behalf  of  unemployed  veterans. 

This  was  agreed  to  and  Mr.  Eager  accordingly 
spoke  briefly. 

The  chairman  thanked  him  and  stated  that  the 
matter  would  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  11.30 

FRIDAY  MORITING  SESSION 

Mr.  Wood  took  the  chair  at  9.30. 

The  discussion  on  the  redraft  of  resolution  No. 
14  was  resumed. 

After  considerable  discussion,  Mr.  Bailey  moved  the 
previous  question. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

The  Chairman  explained  that  the  previous  question 
applied  to  the  amendment  to  strike  out  the  words 
"after  including  lands". 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

Discussion  on  the  r edraf tresolution  was  resumed. 

Mr.  V/ylie  moved  that  Section  3  of  the  C.C.F. 
Manifesto  be  taken  as  a  substitute  motion. 

The  chairman  ruled  that  this  could  not  be  accepted 
as  a  substitute  motion. 

After  further  discussion  the  resolution  was  put  to 
a  vote  and  carried. 
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VOTE  OF  CONPI DEUCE  IIT  PREMIER  BROWNLEE. 

The  Older  of  Business  c;ommittee  recommended  with 
reference  to  Resolutions  Uo.  7  and  X'Jo,  8  that 
the  President  "be  asked  to  make  a  statement, 

Mr»  Gardiner  stated  that  the  Premier  had  asked 
in  -view  of  a  case  pending  in  the  8ourt3  that  no 
such  resolutions  should  he  passed  since  they 
might  ha^ve  the  effect  of  prejudicing  his  case. 

Moved  and  seconded  that,  in  view  of  this  state- 
ment, the  resolutions  should  not  he  taken  up» 
Carried. 

CENTRAL  BOARD  REPORT  OH  EMKIUG  AITD  CREDIT, 

This  report  was  read. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  it  he  adopted. 

carried, 

I^ATIONALIZATIOIT  OE  BMKISTG     (Grouard  Provincial 
C.A.)  Ho.  77.     (Go^erin^  also  Imos.  76.  132,  139, 
and  143. 

Whereas,  the  disruption  of  trade,  the  lack  of 
credit,  and  unemployment  are  in  great  measure  due 
to  the  present  financial  system; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved  that  we  urge  the  nation- 
alization of  the  Toanking  system. 

M^ved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  hy  H.       Nichols  that  all  the 
words  after  the  word  "nationalization"  in  the  last 
line  he  struck  out  and  the  following  sulistituteds 
"socialization  of  our  financial  system. 

Seconded  hy  Mr.  Macklin. 

Carried. 

The  motion  as  amended  was  carried. 

IHELATIOH  OE  CURRENCY  (Board  Resolution)     l^o.  167. 

IShereas,  there  is  a  very  serious  condition  prevailing 
throughout  the  farming  industry  of  the  Province  of 
Alherta,  some  of  the  facts  which  are* 

(1)    Products  have  sold  far  iDelow  cost  of 
production  for  a  num^ber  of  years. 
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(2)  Reserves  and  assets  of  farmers  have 
l3een  gradually  depleted  during  this  period. 

(3)  Homes,  "buildings,  machinery  and  other 
equipment  ha-ve  not  "been  kept  in  repair  nor  re- 
placed as  they  have  TDecome  worn  out. 

U)    The  standard  of  living  on  the  farm  has 
gradually  laeen  lowered  until  it  is  almost  unbear- 
able. 

(5)  Farmers  have  been  forced  to  watch  hard- 
earned  life  savings  disappearing  in  spite  of  their 
best  efforts. 

(6)  Many  young  farm  people  find  it  impossicle 
to  establish  themselves  in  homes  of  their  own. 

(7)  Parents  are  unable  to  afford  high  school 
education  for  their  children  where  it  is  necessary 
for  them  to  live  away  from  home. 

(8)  Many  farmers  who  a  few  years  ago  were  in 
comfortable  circumstances  find  themselves  forced  to 
trek  north  with  their  families  and  locate  far  from 
the  advantages  of  civilization  in  places  where  the 
only  possible  outlook  is  a  mere  primitive  existence 
for  the  balance  of  their  lives. 

(9)  These  conditions  are  affecting  our  citizens 
in  a  way  that  is  not  pleasant  to  contemplate  and  can 
only  be  appreciated  by  those  who  know  the  value  ©f 
hard-earned  accumulations. 

(10)  Assets  haire  been  depleted  to  such  a  degree 
that  it    is  utterly  impossible  for  agriculture  to 
function  much  longer  under  existing  conditions. 

(11)  Alberta's  economic  structure  is  such  that 
any  further  collapse  of  agriculture  will  inevitably 
bring  about  the  same  condition  in  our  urban  centres. 

(12)  Our  urban  citizens  must  realize  that  their 
whole  future  is  threatened  as  well  as  ours  and  our 
cause  is  their  cause;  and 

Whereas,  we  are  firmly  convinced  that  remedy  for 
these  conditions  can  only  be  attained  by  monetary 
and  economic  reform  which  at  best  must  take  some 
time  to  accomplish;  and 

Whereas,  it  must  be  apparent  to  everyone  that 
inflation  is  the  most  effective  and  immediate 
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method  "by  which  present  conditions  can  he 
alleviated  although  we  are  postive  in  our 
statement  that  inflation  cannot  effect  a 
solution  and  would  only  "be  a  temporary 
stimulant?  and 

Whereas,  we  fully  realize  the  danger  of  un- 
controlled inflation 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  the  Dominion 
Government  immediately  inflate  our  currency 
hy  a  carefully  controlled  policy  until  our 
dollar  has  the  same  relative  value  to  farm 
products  as  in  the  period  1926-1929* 

Mr.  H«  ii.  JNfichols  moved  in  amendment  that  the 
following  he  added:     "That  there  he  a  policy  of 
puhlic  works  adopted  to  assist  inflation". 

Seconded  hy  iir.  Wall. 

At  12  o*clock  the  dehate  was  adjourned  until 
the  afternoon  session. 

FRIDAY  AFTBRUOOH  SESSION. 

The  Convention  came  to  order  at  2  p.m.  with 
Mr.  Garland  in  the  chair. 

Mr*  Sutherland  drew  attention  to  an  error  in  the 
program  on  page  58.     In  the  memhership  in  Medicine 
Hat  Constituency  the  correct  figure  was  712. 

ELECTIOIT  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Mr.  Priestley  read  the  list  of  U.P.A.  and  U.F.W.A. 

Directors  elected  hy  the  delegates  from  the  various 
constituencies  as  followai 

U.P.A.  and  U.i.W.A.  Directors.  1934. 

Acadia  U'.F.A.    Mr.  J.IU  Sutherland,  Hanna. 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  Mary  Banner,  Dowling. 

Athahasca       U.F.A.      Donald  MacLachlan,  Clyde. 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  M.  Diffenhaugh,  Westlock. 

Battle  River  U.F.A.        W.  Skinner,  .Kiverton. 

U.F.W.A.    Mrs.  E.  A.  Postans,  Heath. 
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Bow  Hivex 


Bast  &  West 
Calgary 

Camrose 


East  &  West 
Edmonton. 

Lethbr idge 

^acleod 

Medicine  Hat 

Peace  Hivex 
Uorth 

Jaspex-Edson 
Red  Deei 
Vegrefille 
Wet a ski  win 


U»Jj\A»  George  Church,  Balzac. 

ij.F.W.A.  mis.  J.  W.  Hodgson,  Conrich. 

U.F.A.         Mr.  A.  J.  Paul,  Dint on. 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  F.  E.  Wyman,  Calgary. 

U.F.A.  J»E»  Brown,  Castoi. 

U.F.W.A.  Mxs.  J.L.  Zipperer,  Lougheed. 

U.F.A.  Geo.  Be'vington,  V/int erlourn. 

IT.i'.W.A.  Mrs.  S.J.Bentley,  iM.  Edmonton. 

U.F.A.  J. A.  Johansen,  V/oolford. 

U.F.W.A.  Miss  Molly  Coupland,  Lethl^ridge 

01.5'. A.  H.B.  MacLeod,  High  Kiver. 

(J.i'.W.A.  Mrs.  H.  McBride,  Arrowood. 

tr.F.A.  J.  M.  Wheatley,  chancellor 

U.Jj'.W.A.  Mrs.H.C.  McDaniel,  ^JThitla. 

U.F.A.  I.V.  Macklin, Grand  Prairie. 

U.Jj'.W.A.  Mrs.  C.  Stong,  S'air'view. 

U.F.A.  Hugh  Critchlow,  Barrhead. 

U.i'.W.A.  Mrs.E.R.  Ethridge,  J?'reedoTn. 

U.F.A.  Ronald  Pye,  Penhold. 

U.F.W.A.  MIS. Jean  B.Learned,  Hed  Deer. 

U.P.A.  A.E.  Moyer,  Fort  Saskatchewan. 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.A.R.McUaughton,  Hanfurly. 

U.F.A.  H.  G.  Young,  Millet. 

U.F.V/.A.  Mrs.  Hay  Carter,  Ponoka. 


Moved  and  seconded  that  this  list  he  ratified. 
Carried. 

IHFLATIOF  OF  CURRENCY  (Board  Resolution  )  Ho.  167.  ^ 

Whereas,  there  is  a  very  serious  condition  prevailing 
throughout  the  farming  industry  of  the  Province  of 
Alherta,  some  of  the  facts  which  are  : 

(1)  Products  have  sold  far  helow  cost  of 
production  for  a  numherof  years. 

(2)  Reserves  and  assets  of  farmers  have  heen 
gradually  depleted  during  this  period. 
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(3)  Homes,  "buildings,  machinery  and  otiiei  equip- 
ment have  not  "been  kept  in  repair  nor  replaced  as  they 
have  "become  worn  out. 

(4)  The  standard  of  living  on  the  farm  has  grad- 
ually "been  lowered  until  it  is  almost  unhearahle. 

(5)  Farmers  have  "been  forced  to  watch  hard-earned 
life  savings  disappearing  in  spite  of  their  best  efiorts, 

(6)  Many  young  farm  people  find  it  impossi'ble  to 
esta"blish  themselves  in  homes  of  their  own, 

(7)  Parents  are  una'ble  to  afford  high  school 
education  for  their  children  where  it  is  necessary 
for  them  to  live  away  from  home. 

(8)  Many  farmers  who  a  few  years  ago  were  in 
comf or ta'ble  circumstances  find  themselves  forced  to 
trek  north  with  their  families  and  locate  far  from  the 
advantages  of  civilization  in  places  where  the  only 
pos8i"ble  outlook  is  a  mere  primitive  existence  for  the 
"balance  of  their  lives. 

(9)  These  conditions  are  affecting  our  citizens 
in  a  Yjay  that  is  not  pleasant  to  contemplate  and  can 
only  "be  appreciated  "by  those  who  know  the  value  of 
hard-earned  accumulations. 

(10 )  Assets    have  "been  depleted  to  such  a  degree 
that  it  is  utterly  irapossi''cle  for  agriculture  to 
function  much  longer  under  existing  conditions. 

(11)  Al"berta*s  economic  structure  is  such  that 
any  further  collapse  of  agriculture  will  inevitably 
"bring  a"bout  the  same  condition  in  our  urban  centres. 

(12)  Our  urban  citizens  must  realize  that  their 
whole  future  is  threatened  as  well  as  ours  and  our 
cause  is  their  cause;  and 

Whereas,  we  are  firirily  convinced  that  remedy  for 
these  conditions  can  only  be  attained  by  monetary  and 
economic  reform  which  at  best  must  take  time  to 
accomplish,  and 

Whereas,  it  must  be  apparent  to  everyone  that 
inflation  is  the  most  effective  and  immediate  method 
by  which  present  conditions  can  be  alleviated  although 
we  are  positive  in  our  statement  that  inflaction  cannot 
effect  a  solution  and  vjould  only  be  a  temporary 
stimulant,  and 
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^ereas,  we  fully  realize  the  danger  of  un- 
controlled inflation; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  the  i^ominion 
Government  immediately  inflate  our  currency 
"by  a  carefully  controlled  policy  until  our 
dollar  has  the  same  relative  value  to  farm 
produce  as  in  the  period  of  1926-1929. 

Discussion  on  the  amendment  proposed  in  the 
morning  session  was  resumed. 

After  some  discussion  the  previous  question 
was  moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

Discussion  on  resolution  was  continued. 

E.  A.  Hanson  moved  in  amendment  to  strike  out  the 
words  a  fter  the  word  "currency"  in  the  last  clause 
and  add  the  following:     "sufficiently  to  maintain 
a  just  price  level". 

Seconded  hy  George  Bevington. 

The  vote  was  close  and  taken  three  times. 

The  chairman  declared  the  amendment  carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  carried.  — — 

On  a  question  of  privilege,  C  H.  Burnell,  moved 
that  the  Convention  give  W.  R.  Ball  the  privilege 
of  introducing  Hesolution  Ho.  139. 

Seconded.  Lost. 

Mo.  57     (covering  also  llo.  135)     ISSUAgrCE  Qg 

DUiiiaiOH  CUKrgl^CY  NOTES  TO  -FUITD  AGRICULTURAL 
MORTGAGES. 

Resolved,  that  we  request  the  Provincial  Government 
to  negotiate  with  the  JJ'ederal  Government  with  a  view 
to  having  them  issue  Dominion  currency  notes  to 
fund  agricultural  mortgages  at  a  very  low  rate 
of  interest  as  they  fall  due,  as  their  just  and 
reasonalDle  cont rihution  to  agricultural  reconstruct- 
ion and  a  safe  method  of  gradual  inflation  or 
deflation. 


Moved  hy  Mr.  Milner.  Seconded. 
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Answering  a  question,  the  mover  of  the 
resolution  explained  that  the  word  "them" 
in  the  second  line  refers  to  the  i?'ederal 
Government  and  it  was  agreed  that  these 
words  he  inserted  for  the  sake  of  clarity, 

Hesolution  was  carried. 

gUITDIITG  PUBLIC  DEBT.     (Lac  3te«  Anne  Provincial 
C.A,)  72. 

out 

Whereas,  economic  conditions  through/the  Dominion 
are  now  in  such  a  state  that  immediate  drastic 
action  is  imperative  along  fundamental  lines; 

I'herefore  he  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention 
regularly  assemhled  urge  our  Provincial  Govern- 
ment to  take  the  initiative  in  arrengihg  a  con- 
ference of  the  Provincial  and  Dominion  Govern- 
ments for  the  purpose  of  evolving  plans  for: 

(1)    The  funding  of  public  deht,  municipal, 
provincial  and  federal. 

(8)    The  complete  changing  of  the  taxation 
system  with  a  view  toward  the  elimination  of 
indirect  taxation  and  all  taxation  on  industry, 
trade  and  thrift,  and  the  placing  of  taxation  on  a 
uniform  hasis  throughout  the  Dominion,  a  set  per- 
centage of  the  revenues  raised  hy  the  municipal 
administrations  to  he  allocated  to  the  Provincial 
and  J'ederal  treasuries  for  provincial  and  federal 
purposes,  and 

(3)    The  reductions  of  the  functions  of 
government  to  the  minimum. 

We  "believe  that  if  all  puhlic  revenue  were  collected 
hy  the  municipal  authorities,  hoth  urhan  and  rural, 
set  percentages  allocated  to  provincial  and  federal 
administrations,  all  puhlic  hodies  forhidden  to 
hoxrow  hy  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  compelled 
to  restrict  their  expenditures  to  current  income, 
a  situation  such  as  the  present  one  would  he 
impossible. 

Ifoved  and  seconded. 

Moved  by  Mr.  H.J.  Flock  that  the  resolution  be  tabled. 


Seconded  and  carried. 
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INTEREST  CHARGES  (Vermilion  Provincial  C.A,)  Ho>  108. 

Whereas,  the  total  per  capita  de'bt  of  the  province  is 
very  high,  and 

?fliereas,  the  interest  rate  on  this  deht  is  also  very- 
high  and  it  is  impossible  to  pay  without  reducing  our 
standard  of  living; 

Therefore  "be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Provincial 
Government  to  take  all  interest  in  excess  of    3  per  cent 
in  some  form  of  taxes  and  that  all  interest  he  assessed 
under  these  terms  whether  paid  ox  not. 

iloved  and  seconded. 

Carried  with  a  small  vote. 

DOUGLAS  SYSTELI.   (Wetaskiwin  ij'ederal  C.A»)  Ho,  13.  ^ 

Resolved,  that  this  Convention  recommend  to  the  executive 
of  the  C.C.J?',  a  serious  consideration  of  the  Douglas 
system  when  drafting  plan  for  the  new  economic  system. 

Moved  hy  H.  ^»  Kichols. 

Seconded  hy  Levi  Bone. 

Moved  in  amendment  hy  Mr.  Priestley  that  all  the  words 
after  the  word  "when"  he  deleted  and  the  following 
inserted  "making  any  additions  to  their  program". 

Seconded. 

After  some  discussion  it  was  moved  and  seconded  that 
the  resolution  he  tahled. 

Lost. 

The  previous  question  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried. 
The  amendment  was  carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  carried  loy  a  large  majority. 

GffiHSIDERATIOH  OF  THE  DOUGLAS  SYSTEM  m  ALBERTA.  (Acadia 
}j'ederal  G.A.   )  Eo.  23  icoveiing  also  x-iOs.  22.24,110,124, 


125  and  126.  ) 

Whereas,  our  country  lies  in  the  throes  of  severe 
economic  depression,  and  many  of  our  loyal  hona  fide 
citizens  are  in  dire  need  of  the  bare  necessities  of 
food,  clothing  and  shelter,  which  they  are  unable  to 
secure  for  lack  of  purchasing  power,  and 
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Wheieas,  our  granaries,  warehouses  and  elevators 
are  full  to  overflowing,  of  the  necessities  re- 
quired,  to  such  an  ectent  that  much  of  cur  products 
are  heing  wantonly  destroyed  or  wasted,  and 

Vi/hereas,  there  seems  to  he  no  prospect  of  deliver- 
ance from  any  source  within  our  province  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  three  years  have  elapsed  and  con- 
ditions are  growing  steadily  worse; 

Therefore  "be  it  resolved,  that  v;e  petition  our 
Provincial  Government  to  take  into  careful  consid- 
eration, the  method  of  solution  known  as  the  Douglas 
System,  and  after  investigation,  if  they  find  this 
system  feasible,  that  they  press  for  action  to 
inaugurate  it  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible  so 
that  it  may  "be  given  a  fair  trial. 

Moved  by  J. A.  Cameron. 

Moved  in  amendment  "by  Mr.  Nichols  that  the  following 
"be  inserted  after  the  word  "Goverment"  in  the  first 
line  "To  appoint  a  Committee,   some  of  whom  are  in 
favor  of  this  scheme". 

Seconded  and  lost. 

The  resolution  carried  unanimously. 

LE/iSIlTG  Qg  RURAL  TSLBPHCI^TS  LINES.  (Coronation 
Provincial  C.A.   ).    ITo.  55." 

Whereas,  the  government  is  offering  the  sale  of 
rural  telephone  lines  to  farmers; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  v.e  ask  the  Department  of 
Telephones  to  outline  a  leasing  proposition  for 
disposal  of  rural  lines  to  association  of  farmers 
as  an  alternative  to  the  sale  proposal  as  outlined 
hy  the  department. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Y/raight  and  seconded. 

Hon.  George  Hoadley  explained  the  Government's  policy 
in  this  matter . 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

STATE  MEDI CUTE  (stettler  Provincial  C.A.)     ITo.  55 

(covering  54  and  150)  J 

7/hereas,  it  is  "becoming  impossible  for  anyone  in  case 
of  sickness  to  pay  hospital  and  doctor  hills,  and 

'>iVhereas,  the  health  of  its  people  should  he  one  of 
the  first  concerns  of  any  government, 
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Therefore  "be  it  resolved,  that  it  is  our  opinion 
that  the  Provincial  Government  should    no  longer 
delay  the  est ahlishment  of  state  medicine  in  this 
Province. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

At  this  point  Mr.  Wood  took  the  chaii. 

During  the  discussion,  Hon.  George  iioadley  spoke 
"briefly. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

CERTIFICATE  BEi^'OHE  i\i.AriKlAGB.   (Atlanta  Local  Ho.  16- 
Endorsed  "by  U.E.A.  Epardj    No.  115. 

Resolved  that  "both  parties  "be  required  to  present  a 
certificate  of  Good  Health,  including  Wasaermann 
test,  Twhen  getting  a  marriage  license. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Mr.  Eoadley  answered  a  num"ber  of  questions  and  gave 
some  information  regarding  this  matter. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

KUlflCIPAL  HOSPITAL  ACT  (Grande  Frairie  Provincial 
G.A.J     Ko.  56. 

^ereas,  the  annual  meeting  of  a  Municipal  Hospital 
District  is  held  in  conjunction  with  a  municipality 
annual  meeting,  and 

Whereas,  the  "business  of  a  Municipal  Hospital  District 
is  of  sufficient  importance  to  a"bsor"b  the  time  of 
the  ratepayers  for  at  least  one  day; 

Therefore  "be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  is  of  the 
opinion  that  an  annual  meeting  of  Municipal  Hospital 
Districts  should  "be  held  each  year  on  a  suita"ble  date, 
piefera'bly  in  midsummer  when  reports  might  "be  received 
and  discussed  and  nominations  made  for  the  office 
of  directors. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Lost. 

PRICE  Qg  DIRTY  GRAIIf  (Athahasca  2'ederal  C.A. )  No.  92. 

Resolved,  that  the  practice  of  the  elevator  companies 
of  paying  a  lower  price  for  grain  of  any  grade  "because 
of  the  grain  "being  dirty  is  contrary  to  the  Canada 
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Giain  Act  and  we  request  that  the  Boaid  of  Giain 
Commissioners  take  action  to  pre^vent  such  practice. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  this  resolution  he  taken 
from  the  tatle- 

E.S*  iiCRory  of  the  United  Grain  Growers  at  the 
request  of  the  delegates  gave  some  inf orniat ion 
regarding  the  suhject  of  the  resolution. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  resolution  he  tahled. 

Carried, 

MYRUAK  STRIKE  COlGcTITTEE. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  in7estigate 
this  matter  was  read  hy  Mr.  Jj'o-wlie. 

Moved  that  the  report  he  adopted. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

REPORT  0:E  the  BOARD  OlS  REPRESENTATIQ3<r. 

J.  A.  Cameron  moved  thait  the  report  of  the  Board 
on  Representation  he  read. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

The  report  was  accordingly  read. 

Moved  that  the  report  he  adopted. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

MOTOR  LICEIv'SE  YEAR  (Board  Resolution)    Ko.  164 
(Covering  also  Ivos.  50,51  and  141.  j 

Whereas,  considershle  pressure  has  heen  put  upon  the 
Provincial  Government  to  change  the  motor  license 
year  to  hegin  on  the  1st  of  April  instead  of  January 
1st;  and, 

fvlaeress,  owing  to  road  conditions  in  m^y parts  of 
Alherta  a  large  numher  of  people  cannot  use  their 
cars  hefore  April  1st,  and  a  license  during  the  first 
three  months  of  the  year  is  of  no  value  to  them; 

llierefore  he  it  resolved,  that  v^e  heartily  commend 
the  Provincial  Government  on  their  decision  to  keep 
the  motor  license  year  as  at  present,  v/ith  a  20/« 
reduction  on  April  1st  and  a  40)^  on  July  1st,  as 
this  renders  a  substantial  measure  of  justice  to 
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those  who,  for  road  conditions  or  other  reasons, 
cannot  use  the  roads  during  the  vdnter  months. 

Moved  hy  Mr.  Young. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

On  a  question  of  privilege  Mr.  Wheatley  asked 
permission  to  "bring  in  a  resolution. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  this  he  granted. 

Carried* 

TRUCK  LICE1T3ES. 

•Ihereas,  city  truck  owners  pay  no  rural  municipal 
license  fee  yet  do  considerahle  huainess  outside  of 
the  city  limits; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved  "by  this  Convention  that  we 
request  the  Government  to  enact  legislation  to  permit 
country  truck  owners  carrying  "B"  licenses  to  trans- 
port goods  from  and  to  country  points  within  city 
limits,  without  the  payment  of  an  additional  city 
truck  license  fee". 

Moved  hy  Mr*  liKheatley. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

CAB  LIGSIISE  FEE  (Vermilion  Provincial  C.A*)    ISTo*  107 
(Covering  also  28  and  29). 

Whereas,  the  highways  of  this  province  cost  a  lot  of 
money  to  huild  and  maintain,  and 

Whereas,  those  who  use  them  should  pay; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Government 
to  reduce  the  car  license  fee  to  five  dollars  and 
increase  the  gas  tax  to  make  up  the  balance  of  revenue. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

The  discussion  continued  until  6.10  p.m*  v^hen  it 
was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  Convention  adjourn. 

Carried. 
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gRIDAY  EVEITING  SESSION. 

The  Con-7ention  came  to  ordei  at  8  p.m.,  llr.  Garland 
in  the  chair. 

Ke"v.  Chas  G.  Stone  ga-^e  a  "brief  address. 

Discussion  on  Resolution  J^o.  107  was  resumed. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  words  "to  Five  Dollars" 
he  struck  out.     Seconded  and  carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  carried  with  a  large 
majority. 

USE  Qg  EEFLECTORS  GIT  MAIIT  OR  SECOITDAEY  HIGHV/AYS. 

(Lone  Ridge  Local  -  Endorsed  hy  U.g.A.      BOARD)    Ho.  114. 

Whereas,  v/e  notice  with  concern  the  increasing  number 
of  accidents  and  fatalities  due  to  collisions  hetween 
cars  and  unlighted  vehicles; 

We  therefore  ask  the  Provincial  Government  to  enact 
legislation  making  compulsory  the  use  of  reflectors 
on  all  vehicles  on  mainand  secondary  highways. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

DEBT  ADJUSTMMTT  ACT     (Sedgewick  Provincial  U.A.) 
Ko.  37  (Covering  also  ISSJ* 

Resolved,  that  the  Provincial  Government  he  requested 
to  extend  the  operation  of  the  new  Deht  Adjustment  Act 
for  the  full  period  of  three  years. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

DEBT  ADJUSTMEtlT  BOARD.     (Stettler  Provincial  C.A.)  Ko.  38. 

Whereas,  the  present  Debt  Adjustment  Board  evidently 
is  more  concerned  with  the  collections  of  dehts  for 
the  creditor  class  than  in  the  protection  of  the  dehtor 
who  through  no  fault  of  his  own  is  unahle  to  pay,  and 

Whereas,  the  hoard  is  suggesting  to  farmers  that  they  quit 
claim  their  farms  to  mortgage  companies; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  we  demand  that  the 
Provincial  Government  make  a  change  in  the  personnel 
of  the  hoard  and  replace  the  present  members  with  men 
who  will  consider  security  of  tenure  to  the  farmer 
rather  than  collection  of  dehts  for  the  mortgage 
companies. 


-109- 


54- 


Moved  and  seconded. 

Mr»  Sutherland  moved  in  amendment  to  strike  out  all 
the  TA?oxds  after  "Government''  in  the  last  clause  and 
substitute  therefor  the  followingt  "amend  the  Dght 
Adjustment  Act  "by  taking  aiway  the  right  of  appeal; 
and  further  that  the  principle  of  protection  to 
the  home  owner  and  farmer  he  more  emphasized  in  the 
operation  of  the  Act,  rather  than  the  collection  of 
debt " . 

Mo-7ed  and  seconded  that  the  resolution  be  tabled  for 
half  an  hour  and  the  Attorney-General  be  asked  to 
attend;  this  was  withdrawn,  however,  when  it  was 
found  that  Mr.  Lymburn  was  already  in  the  Hall,  At 
the  request  of  the  delegates,  Mr.  Lymburn  spoke 
briefly  on  the  Debt  Adjustment  Act. 

After  discussion,  Mr.  Young  moved  that  the  resolution 
and  amendment  be  referred  to  the  u.P.A.  Board  and 
Executive  with  the  request  that  they  make  whatever 
investigation  they  deem  necessary.  Seconded. 

On  a  question  of  privilege,  Mr.  MacDuffe  stated  that 
he  considered  a  slight  reflection  had  been  made  upon 
a  friend  of  his,  whose  case  he  had  cited,  in  the  reply 
made  by  Mr.  Lymburn.    Mr.  Lymburn  declared  that  his 
statement  was  a  general  one. 

The  resolution  to  refer  was  carried. 

^AYMEET      Qg  DEBTS  BY  ABRICULTURISTS  (Grande  Prairie 
Provincial  C.A.)  I?o.  39l 

Whereas,  we  approve  of  the  Debt  Adjustment  Bureau  in 
keeping  down  litigation  costs  where  there  is  no 
possibility  of  paying  the  debt,  and 

Vvliereas,  where  a  debt  is  paid  there  is  over  twice  as 
much  purchasing  paid  back  as  was  borrowed; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  the  payment  of 
debts,  except  taxes,  by  agriculturists  that  the 
amount  of  money  required  to  pay  in  full  shall  bear 
the  same  relation  to  the  amount  of  money  due,  as  the 
price  of  wheat  bears  to  the  pric^  when  ihe  debt  was 
incurred;  and  that  m  order  for  payment  be  issued 
unless  the  creditor  is  prepared  to  accept  settle- 
ment cn  this  basis. 
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Moved  "by  Mi.  Mscklin»  Seconded. 

After  discussion,  the  previous  question  was  mo-ved, 
seconded  and  carried. 

The  resolution  was  carried, 

AMEITDJ^EINT  TO  DEBT  ADJUSTIMT  ACT.     (Forks  D#A. )     Bo,  105. 

Whereas,  it  has  come  to  our  notice  that  the  present 
Deht  Adjustment  Board  has  not  the  power  to  stop  fore- 
closures, and 

Whereas,  this  was  the  implied  promise  given  us  a  year 
ago  hy  the  Provincial  (iovernment; 

Therefore  "be  it  resolved,  that  the  Act  "be  so  amended 
that  no  farmer  may  "be  foreclosed  on  while  living  on 
his  farm,  unless  it  can  he  proven  that  the  said 
farmer  is  ahle  to  make  a  payment,  the  onus  to  he  on 
the  creditor,  who  shall  hear  the  expense  involved 
hy  the  dehtor  to  appear  personally  hefore  the  iioard. 
The  hoard  shall  however,  have  power  to  assess  such 
cost  hack  to  the  dehtor  if  it  is  proven  that  said 
farmer  was  ahle  to  make  a  payment  on  his  indehtedness 
and  refused  to  do  so,  this  legislation  to  he  retro- 
active from  January  1st,  1933* 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Carried  unanimously. 

On  hehalf  of  the  Order    of  Business  Committee,  Mr. 
5'owlie  moved  that  two  resolutions  drafted  hy  the 
Veteran's  Section  he  now  considered.     Seconded  and 
carried. 

SOLDIER  SETTLERS*  AFFAIRS. 

Be  it  resolved  that  all  dehts  outstanding  against 
land  held  hy  veterans  under  the  Soldiers  Settlement 
scheme  he  reduced  to  the  amount  owing  at  the  end 
of  1930  and  that  henceforth  there  he  no  interest 
charges  thereon. 

Moved  and  seconded,  carried. 

MEDIC/iL  SERVICES  FOR  RETXJIO^ED  SOLDIERS. 


HHiereas^s,  many  soldiers  v/ho  have  served  in  a  theatre 
of  war  are  suffering  from  physical  disahility;  and 
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Whereas,  fiee  medical  treatment  cannot  te  obtained 
"by  these  men  unless  their  disatility  can  "be  prcved 
to  "he  due  to  ser^^ice  conditions; 

Therefore  "be  it  resolved,  that  we  reiterate  a  request 
made  at  a      previous  Convention,  namely  that  the 
j^'ederal  Government  grant  free  medical  service  to 
all  men  vjho  have  served  in  a  theatre  of  war  even 
though  their  disahility  cannot  he  traced  as  heing 
directly  due  to  their  war  service. 

Moved  and  seconded,      carried  unanimously. 

TAX  CCITSOLIDATIOK  ACT.     (Acadia  federal  U.A.) 

Fo,  45  (Covering  also  lio,  44  and  Ho.  46.) 

Whereas,  large  areas  of  crops  in  the  province 
ha"7e  "been  seriously  damaged  or  completely  ruined 
hy  drought,  and 

^ereas,  it  is  evident  that  many  farmers  will  this 
year  he  unahle  to  meet  the  first  payment  under  the 
present  tax  consolidation  scheme; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  this  L^onvention  ask  the 
Provincial  Government  to  take  v^hatever  steps  are 
necessary    hy  an  extension  of  the  terms  of  this 
Consolidation  Act  to    meet  those  conditions  and 
prevent  this  relief  measure  from  "becoming  entirely 
dnnef f ective  throughout  large  areas  of  the  province 
and  to  this  end  we  suggest  such  amendments  as  are 
necessary  to  the  Tax  Consolidation,  Municipal  and 
other  Acts  in  order  to  give  each  municipality  power 
through  the  Council  to  extend  from  time  to  time  the 
provisions  and  terms  of  the  consolidation  so  as  to 
he  in  harmony  with  conditions  in  the  different 
areas  and  problems  involved. 

(Similar  resolutions  from  Hand  Hills  Provincial 
C.  A.  and  Big  Valley  to  Munson  D.A.). 

Moved  "by  J.  A.  Cameron.  Seconded. 

J£oved      in  amendment  by  A.  i^huttleworth  that  the 
words  "by  drought"  in  the  first  clause  be  deleted. 
Seconded.    The  mover  and  seconder  agreed  to  this 
amendment,  and  it  was  accordingly  declared  to  apply 
to  the  resolution. 
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The  resolution  was  cariied. 

On  a  question  of  privilege,  a  delegate  moved  that 
Resolution  ITo,  2  "be  now  considered,     seconded.  Lost. 

THE  LOCAL  TAX  ARREARS  COIT  SOLI  DAT  lOIT  ACT.  (Grande 
Prairi^T"  Provincial  C.A.)    Ho.  47. 

"Whereas,  the  Al"berta  Legislature  has  passed  a  "bill 
entitled  ''The  Local  Tax  Arrears  Consolidation  Act"  — 
apparently  the  outcome  of  pressure  "by  drought  areas, 
where  the  whole  district  is  in  the  same  predicament,  and 

liThereas,  this  Act  does  not  give  to  municipalities  the 
option  of  vote  to  decide  whether  it  fairly  applies  to 
their  district,  or  not,  and 

Vifhereas,  the  Act  unfairly  discriminates  against  and 
penalizes  those  ratepayers  who  have  sacrificied  to  meet 
their  tax  ohligations  and  puts  a  premium  on  defaulting; 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  that  we  protest  against  this 
legislation  and  demand  if  it  is  to  he  continued,  the 
right  of  the  municipality  to  decide  if  it  shall  apply 
in  their  territory. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  hy  H.E.  ITichols  that  the  third  .clause  he  struck 
out.    Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  hy  I.V.  Ivlacklin  that  the  resolution  he  amended 
hy  striking  out  of  the  last  clause  the  words  "protest 
against  this  legislation"  and"if  it  is  to  he  continued." 

Seconded  and  carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  lost. 

DATE  OP  APPLIGATIQIJ  ^OR  TAX  GQHSOLIDATIOIT  (Bow 
River  Federal  G.A.)  Ho.  48T 

Whereas,   the  time  for  making  application  for  tax 
consolidation  expired  on  Cctoher  1,  1933,  and  - 

%ereas,  many  farmers  were  dried  out  or  hailed  out 
or  lost  their  crop  through  no  fault  of  their  own 
and  knew  it  was  impossible  tc  pay  the  current  taxes 
plus  ten  per  cent  of  arrears,   and  therefore  did  not 
apply  consolidation; 
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Theiefoie  "be  it  resolved^  that  taxpayers  who  find 
themselves  in  this  position  he  given  a  chance  to 
consolidate  hefore  uctoher  1,  1934,  through  an 
amendment  to  the  rax  Consolidation  Act» 

Moved  "by  J*  M.  VJheatley*    Seconded  and  carried. 

EITQ.UIRY  lETO  SALE  ATSD  MAITDgACTuRE  UE  BEERS  (Board 
Resolution,)  Fo,  112. 

Whereas,  in  1923  the  citizens  of  the  Province  of 
Alterta  gave  a  mandate  to  the  Government  by  plehis- 
cite  to  exercise  control  over  the  sale  and  distrihut- 
ion  of  alcholic  liquors;  and. 

Whereas,  under  the  law  the  manufacture  of  liquors 
remains  in  the  hands  of  private  corporations;  and, 

Whereas,  the  "breweries  operating  within  the  Province 
have  com"bined,  under  the  name  of  Distr i"butors.  Limited, 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  and  di stri"buting  the  "beers 
and  other  "beverages  which  they  manufacture  or  have 
for  sale;  and. 

Whereas,  under  this  system  control  of  such  products 
has  virtually  "been  delegated  to  the  hreweries  hy  the 
Al"berta  Government;  and, 

iffhereas  the  system  gives  to  the  hr ewers  of  Alherta 
a  monopoly  distasteful  alike  to  heer  drinkers  and 
taxpayers  in  general;  and. 

Whereas,  the  liquor  stores  of  the  Government  operate 
inefficiently  under  the  system  heing  in  competition  with 
the  warehouses  of  Distii"butors,  Limited;  and, 

Whereas,  large  revenues  accrue  to  the  "breweries  from 
the  sale  of  "beers  upon  which  the  taxation  levied  hy 
the  Province  is  almost  negligible;  and, 

liJhereas,  a  substantial  body  of  public  opinion  has 
already  declared  itself  on  one  phase  of  this  import- 
ant matter,  asking  that  all  beers  be  sold  by  the 
Government;  and, 

Whereas,  the  'u\'F»Am  has  consistently  been  and  still  is, 
interested  in  the  greatest  possible  sobriety  among  our 
people  and  believes  that  this  can  best  be  secured 
by  more  direct  control  on  the  part  of  the  public 
authorities;  and. 
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^ereas,  we  "believe  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  electorate  in  1923  that  revenues  and  trading 
profits  from  the  sale  of  alcholic  "beverages  should 
accrue  more  to  the    pu"blic  treasury  than  to  private 
corporations ; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  the  Government  of 
Al"berta  "be  requested  to  hold  a  fully  inquiry  "by 
the  Agricultural  Committee  of  the  Legislature  at 
its  forthcoming  session  into  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  "beers  and  the  operations  in  general  under 
the  Alheita  Liquor  Act. 

Mpved  ty  J. A,  Johansen,   seconded  by  Rice  iSheppard. 

roved  "by  J.M.  Vi/heatley  that  the  sixth  clause  he 
deleted. 

Seconded. 

Upon  hearing  an  explanation  by  Mr.  Priestley  of  the 
purpose  of  the  clause,  Mr.  wlieatley  withdrew  his 
amendment,  the  seconder  agreeing. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  Priestley  to  strike  out 
the  word  "inefficiently"  in  the  sixth  clause  and 
substitute  the  words  "at  a  disadvantage".  Seconded 
and  carried. 

lloved  by  Rice  Sheppard  that  the  last  clause  be 
amended  by  striking  out  all  the  words  after 
"requested"  and  substituting  the  following:  "immed- 
iately pass  legislation  to  banish  the  beer  parlors 
and  to  have  all  liquor  traffic  handled  through 
the  vendor  *s  stores".  Seconded. 

After  discusssion  the  previous  question  was  moved, 
seconded  and  carried. 

The  amendment  was  carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  carried. 

On  a  question  of  privilege,  Mr.  Wager  moved  that 
Resolution  ITo.  Ill  be  now  taken  up.     Seconded  and  lost. 

Moved  by  Levi  Bone  that  the  ^remaining  resolutions  be 
referred  to  the  Central  Board,  for  consideration  and  actios 
Seconded  and  carried. 

On  a  question  of  privilege,  it  vas  moved  that  Fiesclution 
ITo.  2  be  now  taken  up.  Seconded. 

On  a  point  of  order,  Er.  Wood  objected  to  giving 
special  preference  to  any  one  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  lost. 
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VOTES  Qg  TKAtlKS. 

Resolved  that  a  vexy  sincere  and     hearty  vote  of 
thanks  "be  tendered  to  the  City  of  Edmonton,  the 
MacBougall  United  Church,  Rev,  M,  Villett,  and 
the  clergytrien  who  have  addressed  us,  the  various 
artists  who  have  entertained  us,  Mr.  John  Blue, 
Secretary  of  the  Edmonton  Chamher  of  Commerce, 
and  all  others  who  have  so  generously  contrihuted 
to  the  success  of  our  Convention, 

Moved,   seconded  and  carried  with  applause. 

Resolved  that  this  Convention  express  its  apprec- 
iation of  the  generous  amount      of  space  given  "by  the 
Press  of  Edmonton  to  the  proceedings  of  this 
Convention,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  recognize  the  text 
prepared  hy  the  reporters  to  he  on  tr^e  whole  quite 
fair,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  however,  that  we  do  deplore 
fc.nd  protest  against  the  attempt  to  alarm  and  mislead 
the  reading  puhlic  in  two  instances,  viz#,  the  full 
front  page  headlines  of  the  Edmonton  Bulletin  of 
January  18th,  and  of  the  Edmonton  Journal  of  January 
19th,  reading  respectively  "U.i'.A,  Demands  Teaching 
of  Socialism  in  Schools"  and  "U.S.A.  Splits  on 
national  Land". 

Moved  and  seconded.     Carried  with  applause. 

Moved  hy  J.M.  T»lieatley  that  the  Convention  express 
appreciation  for  the  very  excellent  way  in  which  the 
various  chairmen  have  handled  the  Convention, 

Seconded  and  carried  with  applause. 

Moved  hy  A.  B,  V/ood  that  the  Convention  tender  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  Convention  Committees. 

Seconded  and  carried  with  applause. 

Moved  "by  Levi  Bone  that  the  Convention  pass  a  vote  of 

thanks  to  those  Federal  Memhers,  Provincial  Kemhers 

and  Provincial  Ministers,  who  had  assisted  the  Convention. 

Seconded  and  carried  with  applause. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Convention  do  now  adjourn. 
Carried. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  KIITG. 
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Til  extending  a  welcome  to  the  delegates  and  visitors  attending  this,  the 
Twenty-Seventh  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  may 
I  express  the  hope  that  not  only  will  the  number  of  delegates  in  attendance' 
be  satisfactory,  but  also  that  important  decisions  arrived  at  will  demonstrate j 
that  this  organization  is  still  a  vital  force  in  its  effort  to  promote  the  welfare; 
of  the  people. 

May  I  again  be  permitted  to  extend  my  appreciation  of  the  very  valuable 
services  rendered  during  the  past  year  by  Mr.  Priestley,  the  Vice-President.  I 
desire  also,  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  staff  at  the  head  office  for  their 
generous  assistance  during  a  very  trying  time. 

You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  the  membership  of  our  organization 
is  slightly  higher  for  the  year  1934  than  for  the  previous  year.  This  would 
indicate  that  the  farmers  of  Alberta  still  believe  that  through  organization  and 
co-operation  they  are  capable  of  dealing  with  the  problems  for  which  a  solution 
must  be  found.  The  organization  has  continued  its  activities  in  the  field  of 
consumer  co-operation.  There  has  been  a  very  substantial  increase  in  the 
amount  of  the  business  transacted  and  a  large  total  sum  in  dividends  has  been 
distributed.  As  yet  we  have  only  touched  the  fringe  of  the  possibilities  of 
this  scheme.  May  I  urge  our  membership  in  all  parts  of  the  Province  to  take 
full  advantage  of  the  facilities  which  have  been  placed  at  their  disposal  by 
the  Central  U.F.A.  Co-operative  Committee? 

At  our  last  convention  the  Board  was  instructed  to  investigate  the  possi- 
bilities of  publishing  our  paper  as  a  weekly.  After  a  thorough  investigation  it 
was  finally  decided  to  publish  weekly.  The  first  number  was  published  on  the 
25th  of  May  under  the  title  of  "The  United  Farmer."  Our  weekly  paper  con- 
tains an  editorial  page,  special  articles,  announcements  of  importance  to  our 
organization,  and  also  a  resume  of  the  week's  Provincial,  Dominion  and  World 
news.  When  the  newspaper  report  is  being  considered  by  the  Convention, 
suggestions  as  to  how  "The  United  Farmer"  can  better  serve  our  purpose  will 
be  appreciated. 

Our  last  convention  also  instructed  the  Board  to  prepare  a  Provincial 
Program  for  consideration  at  this  convention.  Inasmuch  as  there  appears  to 
be  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  items  to  be  included  in  this  Program, 
T  trust  that  delegates  will  make  a  supreme  effort  to  prepare  a  program  worthy 
of  our  organization.  Please  remember  that  this  program,  when  finally  ratified 
by  this  Convention,  will  for  the  time  being,  express  the  policy  of  "The  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta"  in  regard  to  Provincial  matters.  It  is  therefore  of  great 
importance  that  all  questions  requiring  legislative  action  and  coming  within 
Provincial  jurisdiction,  be  carefully  considered  and,  where  of  sufficient  import- 
ance, included  in  our  program.  1  feel  sure  that  you  will  at  this  convention 
deal  with  this  problem  efiiciently. 

SECOND  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  C.C.F. 

The  second  annual  convention  of  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth  Federa- 
tion (with  which  the  U.F.A.  is  affiliated)  was  held  at  Winnipeg,  July  17-18-19, 
1934.  The  U.F.A.  was  fully  represented  at  this  Convention.  The  Manifesto . 
adopted_  at  Regina  the  previous  year  set  out  the  ultimate  objectives  of  the 
Federation.  The  Winnipeg  convention  adopted  an  Immediate  Program  con- 
taining four  sections  relating  to  the  following  subjects — i.  Finance;  2.  Agricul- 
ture ;  3.  Labour  and  {social  Services ;  4.  Peace.  In  view  of  the  importance  of  the 
agricultural  section  to  the  farmers  of  Canada,  permit  me  to  quote  the  section 
in  full. 
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"The  C.C.F.  through  co-operation  with  the  provinces,  or  by  amendment  to 
the  B.N. A.  Act  if  necessary,  will  protect  the  farmer  from  foreclosure  or  evic- 
tion under  pressure  of  mortgage  companies  and  other  creditors  and  from  ex- 
ploitation by  packers,  millers,  dairy  corporations  and  others. 

"After  taking  immediate  steps  to  prevent  foreclosures,  the  C.C.F.  will 
bring  relief  by  reduction  of  existing  debts  of  the  farmer,  to  a  point  which, 
while  guaranteeing  hiin  a  decent  standard  of  living,  would  enable  him  to  free 
himself  from  debt  in  a  reasonable  time;  to  establish  an  elTective  publicly-owned 
rural  credit  system  for  the  purpose  of  providing  adequate  credit  facilities 
to  agriculture ;  to  promote  a  planned  extension  of  markets  for  farm  products ; 
to  provide  insurance  for  unavoidable  crop  failure;  to  encourage  all  consumers' 
and  producers'  co-operati\cs  and  to  initiate  immediate  legislation  for  the  con- 
trol of  processing  and  distribution  of  farm  products,  pending  their  being 
taken  over  by  the  co-operatives  or  the  state." 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Federation  is  fully  alive  to  the  present  needs 
of  agriculture.  If  through  future  changes  in  the  economic  structure,  methods 
other  than  those  cited  above,  are  required  to  protect  the  farmer,  I  feel  sure 
tiie  Federation  will  readily  adopt  such  measures  as  are  necessary.  We  cannot, 
as  a  class,  hope  to  secure  this  protection  alone.  We  can  and  must  enlist  the 
sympathj'  and  co-operation  of  other  groups  holding  similar  views  to  our  own. 
The  development  of  the  ideal  of  closer' co-operation  between  economic  groups, 
without  the  U.F.A.  losing  one  shred  of  its  autonomy  in  its  own  particular  field 
of  endeavour,  is  imperative  if  we  desire  to  escape  being  eventually  forced  down 
to  a  bare  subsistence  level. 

AGRICULTURE 

A  slight  improvement  in  agricultural  conditions  has  been  noted  during  the 
past  year,  due  to  higher  prices  for  some  of  our  agricultural  products.  Not- 
withstanding this  small  increase  in  prices,  the  farmers  of  Alberta  are  not  re- 
covering the  cost  of  production  in  the  sale  of  tiieir  products.  The  disparity 
in  the  exchange  value  of  what  the  farmer  must  buy  as  against  what  he  has  to 
sell  is  still  substantial,  according  to  recent  index  figures.  For  November  the 
index  number  of  wholesale  prices  was  71.2,  while  the  index  number  of  No.  i 
Wheat  deli\ered  at  Fort  William  was  53.2.  The  index  figures  Quoted  are  on 
a  relative  basis  of  100  for  the  year  1926.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  disparity 
is  still  18  per  cent.  What  is  more  important,  however,  is  that  the  ability  of 
the  farmer  to  pay  his  debts  with  wheat  is  46.8  per  cent  less  for  last  November 
than  was  his  ability  to  pay  his  debts  with  wheat  in  the  year  1926. 

The  most  pressing  and  immediate  problem  now  facing  agriculture  is  the 
securing  of  a  more  equitable  exchange  value  for  the  surplus  products  of  the 
farm.  Until  such  time  as  this  is  accomplished,  there  can  be  no  improvement 
in  the  standard  of  living  of  the  farmers  and  their  families,  nor  will  it  be 
possible  for  the  farmers  to  meet  their  liabilities,  no  matter  how  anxious  they 
may  be  to  do  so. 

In  seeking  to  devise  methods  that  will  ensure  to  them  a  fair  and  equitable 
exchange  of  their  products,  the  farmers  will  eventually  discover  that  such  ex- 
change is  unattainable  under  the  profit  system.  They  will  be  forced  by  the  logic 
cf  events  to  bring  about  a  fundamental  change.  To  entertain  the  belief  that 
equitable  exchange  can  be  realized  under  the  present  system  is  to  harbor  an 
illusion.  Such  an  illusion  is  dangerous  because,  so  long  as  it  is  entertained,  the 
people  will  pass  through  one  painful  experience  after  another,  and  meet  with 
repeated  discouragement  before  they  realize  that  a  complete  change  of  system 
is  necessary. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  necessity  to  end  the  profit  system  is  accepted,  it 
will  be  possible  by  conscious  and  intelligent  plaiming  to  direct  every  step  that 
is  taken  in  the  organization  of  marketing  and  other  enterprises  towards  the 
goal  of  a  new  economic  order,  and  no  temporary  failure  in  any  field  will  bring 
undue  discouragement.  Let  us  frankly  face  the  fact  that  no  finally  successful 
economic  enterprise  can  be  built  up  by  the  productive  classes  so  long  as  the 
profit  system  remains.  The  reformation  of  Capitalism  is  impossible.  It  is 
based  on  exploitation  and  without  exploitation  it  cannot  exist. 

'  While  we  cannot  solve  our  problems  under  Capitalisln,  we  must  endeavour 
to^  mitigate  the  suffering  which  Capitalism  in  its  period  of  decline  brings  to 


4lie  masses  of  the  people.  The  greatest  Iiardsliip  that  could  come  to  our  farm 
people  would  be  the  loss  of  the  right  to  continue  in  occupancy  of  their  farms 
and  homes. 

It  was  in  recognition  of  this  fact  that  the  Farmers'  Government  in  Alberta 
some  years  ago  led  the  wa^  in  the  adoption  of  protective  legislation.  The 
Alberta  Debt  Adjustment  Act  provided  the  pattern  from  which  similar  measures 
in  other  Provinces  were  designed  and  at  the  last  session  of  the  Dominion 
Parliament  this  legislation  was  supplemented  by  Federal  Acts.  These  Acts 
are  now  being  brought  into  operation  and  are  intended  to  provide  relief  for 
the  very  large  proportion  of  our  farm  population  who  are  overburdened  with 
debt.  The  value  of  this  new  legislation  will  depend  to  a  large  extent  upon  the 
provision  of  adequate  funds  through  the  Farm  Loan  Board  to  enable  farmers 
whose  debts  are  adjusted  to  transfer  remaining  liabilities  to  the  Board. 

Machinery  was  also  set  up  at  the  last  session  of  Parliament  to  enable 
primary  producers  to  create  of  their  own  volition  marketing  organizations 
owned  and  controlled  by  themselves.  A  number  of  important  schemes  based 
upon  this  legislation  are  in  the  process  of  forrration.  In  my  judgment  the 
farm  people  would  be  well  advised  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  by 
supporting  these  schemes.  The  new  organizations  should  be  of  such  a  char- 
acter that  they  can  be  used  as  stepping  stones  towards  a  new  social  order. 
Unless  this  vision  of  a  new  social  order  is  kept  constantly  in  view,  there  is  a 
danger  that,  while  these  organizations  may  serve  a  useful  purpose  for  a  time, 
they  will  eventually  be  subordinated  to,  and  will  serve  the  interests  of  those 
who  control  the  competitive  system. 

PROVINCIAL  AFFAIRS 

The  term  of  the  present  Provincial  legislature  expires  this  year.  An  elec- 
tion will  therefore  be  held  to  ascertain  the  will  of  the  people.  It  should  be 
unnecessary  to  speak  at  a-  U.F.A.  Convention  of  the  efficiency  with  which  the 
Government  placed  in  power  by  this  organization  has  served  the  people,  not 
only  during  the  past  five  years  but  since  1921.  Its  record  has  been  free  fr;om 
the  shadow  of  corruption.  It  has  made  efficiency  the  sole  criterion  of  fitness 
for  employment  in  the  public  service.  No  civil  servant,  no  matter  what  his 
political  allegiance  may  be,  has  had  occasion  to  fear  the  loss  of  his  position 
so  long  as  he  continues  to  give  good  service.  This  is  one  respect  in  which 
the  Farmers'  Government  of  Alberta  has  presented  a  complete  contrast  to  party 
governments,  several  of  which  during  the  past  year  have  resorted  shamelessly 
to  the  spoils  system  within  a  few  weeks  of  their  coming  into  office.  I  think 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  under  a  party  Government  the  spoils  system 
would  be  as  widely  followed  in  Alberta  as  in  these  other  provinces.  And 
reversion  to  the  spoils  system  would  make  as  surely  for  inefficiency  and  waste- 
fulness, as  freedom  from  it  under  the  Farmers'  Government  has  made  for 
efficiency. 

I  think  this  point  is  w(3rtli  emphasizing,  because  it  serves  to  throw  into 
.sharp  relief  one  of  the  chief  differences  between  the  party  system  and  our  own 
method  of  organization.  Under  the  party  system  the  Government  of  the  day 
and  the  members  who  support  it  arc  under  the  necessity  of  building  np  a 
political  machine  of  llicir  own.  Such  machines  cost  money  and  those  who 
provide  it  expect  to  be  rewarded. 

Under  the  plan  wliich  has  been  adopted  by  our  movement,  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  are  not  under  the  necessity  of  building  up  a  party  machine. 
Responsibility  for  the  nomination  and  election  of  their  representatives  is 
assume;!  by  the  people  themselves  through  their  own  organization,  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta.  In  the  coming  election,  as  in  the  past,  the  choice  of 
candidates  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the  members  of  our  organization  acting 
through  their  constituency  associati(_)ns.  Each  constituency  association  is  re- 
sponsible to  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.F.A.  and  the  program  adopted  by 
our  Convention  this  week  will  therefore  be  the  program  which  every  U.F.A. 
candidate  will  be  required  to  support. 

The  enviable  record  of  honesty  in  administration  which  our  Farmers 
Government  has  established,  has  demonstrated  its  fitness  to  be  entrusted  with 
tlie  control  of  the  valuable  natural  resources  for  which  it  is  now  responsible, 
and  their  development  in  the  interests  of  all  the  people  rather  than  an  exploit- 


ing  few.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  development  should  be  carried  out  as 
.far  as  may  be  possible  in  the  form  of  publicly-owned  enterprises. 

As  has  been  stated  on  previous  occasions,  the  powers  of  a  Province  are 
very  limited  and  are  not  such  as  to  enable  a  Provincial  Government  to  deal 
with  the  fundamental  problem  of  social  reconstruction.  Recognizing  the  limits 
of  Provincial  authority  and  power,  we  must,  however,  explore  to  the  fullest 
extent  every  avenue  through  which  present  distress  may  be  alleviated,  and  the 
development  of  our  resources  in  conformity  with  our  general  plan  for  the 
creation  of  a  Co-operative  Commonwealth  assured. 

INTERNATIONAL  AFFAIRS 

In  the  field  of  international  affairs  the  past  year  has  witnessed  the  exten- 
sion of  Fascist  drctatorship.  In  the  face  of  the  growing  discontent  of  the 
masses  of  the  people,  with  the  low  standards  of  living  ,down  to  which,  they 
are  being  driven,  capitalism  has  been  compelled  in  several  important  states  1o 
put  an  end  to  free  political  institutions  and  to  combine  force  with  deception 
in  order  to  prolong  its  existence.  The  rival  ambitions  of  capitalist  states, 
based  on  the  economic  necessity  of  finding  a  field  for  the  export  of  goods 
which  the  system  is  unable  to  distribute  in  the  home  market,  have  brought  the 
world  on  more  than  one  occasion  to  the  brink  of  war.  The  powers  have  passed 
from  one  futile  conference  to  another,  in  a  vain  endeavor  to  compose  their 
differences.  There  has  been  much  talk  of  disarmament,  accompanied  by  in- 
creased expenditure  in  preparations  for  war.  Happily  the  League  of  Nations, 
while  unsuccessful  in  its  efforts  to  prevent  the  breach  of  treaties  by  the  great 
powers,  was  able  to  exercise  a  restraining  influence  in  one  important  crisis 
involving  two  of  the  smaller  states.  At  the  moment  the  most  powerful  force 
making  for  the  preservation  of  the  world  from  a  major  war  is,  however,  the 
fear  of  revolution. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS 

Proposals  for  the  extension  of  existing  social  services  and  the  creation  of 
new  ones  have  long  formed  part  of  the  program  of  our  organization.  Such 
proposals  for  the  alleviating  of  distress  and  the  provision  of  some  measure  of 
security  against  the  hazards  of  life  in  the  period  of  transition  to  a  new  economic 
order,  also  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  tlie  program  of  the  Co-operative  Com- 
monwealth Federation. 

We  have,  therefore,  been  much  gratified  during  the  past  few  weeks  by  the 
striking  vindication  of  our  policies  in  these  matters  by  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Canada,  and  especially  by  the  fact  that  some  of  these  policies  have 
been  brought  within  the  field  of  practical  politics  and  we  trust  of  almost  im- 
mediate realization  by  their  inclusion  in  the  program  of  legislation  forecast  for 
the  coming  session  of  Parliament. 

The  measures  proposed  have  been  long  overdue.  We  welcome  the  an- 
nouncement that  the  urgent  need  for  them  is  now  recognized  by  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Canada.  Until  details  have  been  laid  before  Parliament,  it  will 
not  be  possible  for  us  to  know  how  far  these  measures  are  likely  to  go  towards 
meeting  the  need,  or  whether  tlie  basis  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  establish 
the  new  social  services  will  be  such  that  the  legislation  will  merit  our  support. 
I  feel  confident  in  stating,  however,  that  subject  to  this  proviso,  we  shall 
be  glad  to  co-operatae  in  the  establishment  of  new  social  services  to  provide 
for  insurance  against  unemployment,  sickness  and  accident.  We  believe,  also, 
that  the  age  at  which  our  citizens  may  become  entitled  to  receive  old  age  pen- 
sions, should  be  substantially  lowered;  in  my  judgment  the  pensionable  age 
should  not  be  higher  than  6o. 

While,  as  I  have  said,  the  announcement  of  a  program  of  social  legislation 
is  gratifying,  and  the  boldness  with  which  radical  departures  from  precedent 
are  contemplated  is  worthy  of  commendation,  I  confess  to  some  apprehension 
in  regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  proposed  program.  This  second  part,  we 
are  told,  will  provide  for  the  ending  of  the  abuses  of  capitalism  by  government 
regulation. 

In  my  address  to  the  last  Annual  Convention  1  thought  it  desirable  to  call 
attention  to  the  two  alternative  courses  that  lie  before  the  peoples  of  the  world 
in  this  age  of  declining  capitalism.  One,  the  path  that  we  propose  to  take, 
leads,  towards  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth.  The  other  leads  through 
alliance  between  the  state  and  privately  owned  industry  towards  the  so-called 
Corporate  State,  which  is  another  name  for  Fascism. 
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Government  regulation  of  industry,  with  industry  left  in  the  hands  of 
capitalist  owners,  is  one  feature  of  the  Fascist  state.  We  do  not  believe  that 
a  solution  of  the  economic  problem  can  be  found  along  this  path.  We  do  not, 
believe  that  Capitalism,  so  long  as  it  remains  Capitalism,  can  be  so  freed  from- 
its  harmful  imperfections  as  to  become  the  servant  of  the  community  as  a  whole.,; 
We  believe  that  no  change  in  the  capitalist  system  which  is  not  a  step  towards^'; 
its  supersession  by  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth  can  be  worth  taking. 

The  Government's  proposals  for  the  setting  up  of  a  new  relationship  be- 
tween business  and  government  are  not  yet  before  us.  It  would  be  premature, 
therefore,  for  us  to  pass  judgment  upon  them.  The  acid  test  of  their  useful- 
ness will  be  whether  they  do  or  do  not  pave  the  way  to  a  new  economic  system 
from  which  profit  shall  have  been  eliminated.  The  first  step  in  this  desired 
direction  must  be  the  transfer  of  the  monetary  syrteni  from  private  to  public 
control,  and  the  use  of  the  national  credit,  freed  from  tribute  to  private 
monopolists,  for  all  national  purposes.  This  will  involve  the  abandonment  of 
an  outworn  metallic  standard  of  monetary  value.  The  real  credit  of  the  com- 
munity, measured  by  ability  to  deliver  goods  and  services  as,  when  and  where 
required,  must  be  made  the  sole  basis  for  financial  credit.  In  other  words, 
we  must  give  positive  recognition  to  the  fact  that  our  national  credit  is  based 
upon  the  productive  capacity  of  the  nation. 

In  our  day,  power  over  industry  rests  with  those  who  possess  financial 
power.  Any  attempt  to  bring  about  the  government  regulation  of  industry 
which  does  not  begin  with  public  control  of  the  national  credit,  will  lead  in- 
evitably to  a  strengthening  of  the  grip  of  finance-capital  upon  Canadian  in- 
dustry, including  agriculture.  Finance-capital  is  today  a  political  force  superior 
to  political  government.  Political  government  is  in  large  measure  its  instru- 
ment. So  long,  therefore,  as  finance-capital  remains  enthroned  in  power,  govern- 
ment regulation  of  industry  will  mean  in  the  last  resort  regulation  in  accord- 
ance with  the  dictates  of  finance-capital. 

If  the  Canadian  Government  should  preface  its  plan  for  the  regulation  of 
industrj'  with  the  creation  of  a  monetary  system  based  on  the  nation's  real 
credit,  then  it  is  possible  that  such  regulation  might  be  acceptable  as  a  first 
step  towards  the  realization  of  the  larger  program  which  we  have  in  view. 
It  is  in  full  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the  social  transformation  we  desire 
must  begin  with  the  ending  of  the  money  monopoly,  that  our  organization  and 
the  C.C.F.  have  placed  the  public  control  of  the  fi.nancial  system  in  the  fore- 
front of  their  program.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  at  the  last  session  of 
Parliament,  the  Farmer  ;in(!  Labor  members  strenuously  advocated  public 
ownership  of  the  new  ceinral  hank — the  Bank  of  Canada.  In  this  they  were 
not  successful,  but  our  efl'orts  to  secure  public  ov.nership  of  th's  all-powerful 
financial  inptitution  will  be  continued.  In  the  meantime  it  is  discouraging  to 
note  that  a  very  determined  efi^ort,  which  mav  well  prove  successful,  to  ensure 
the  election  to  the  board  if  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Canada  of  citizens  whose 
subservience  to  the  money  power  can  be  counted  on,  is  being  made  by  the 
Canadian  Chamber  of  Commerce,  an  organization  which  itself  speaks  always 
with  the  voice  of  the  financial  centres  of  Montreal  and  Toronto. 

"C'The  plans  of  the  Prime  Minister  for  the  regulation  of  business  by  the 
Gcivernmenl  have  not  yet  been  discloj^ed:  ni  fact,  the  Prime  Mmi.ster  himself 
has  stated  that  they  are  still  in  course  of  preparation  and  have  not  leached 
any  kind  of  finality.  This  much,  however,  may  be  said  at  this  time — that  unless 
his  plans  do  provide  as  a  beginning  for  the  effective  social  control  of  finance, 
they  are  likely  to  prove  not  first  stepj^ towards  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth, 
but  the  first  steps  towards  Fascism. 

FASCISM  IN  OPERATION 

Fascism,  however  fair  its  promises,  has  proved  its  inability  to  stabilize  the 
capitalist  system  even  temporarily  except  at  the  expense  of  the  masses  of  the 
people.  In  Europe,  as  in  the  United  States  under  the  N.R.A.,  the  development 
of  state  control  of  capitalist  industry  has  been  accompanied  by  a  continued 
widening  of  the  gulf  between  the  favored  classes  who  direct  financial  and  in- 
dustrial and  commercial  operations,  and  those  who  live  on  the  lower  income 
levels.  There  has  been  a  continued  decline,  therefore,  in  mass  purchasing  power 
and  consequently  in  the  m.arket  for  goods  which  a  highly  mechanized  and 
efficient  productive  system  can  supply  in  abundance. 


This  inabilit}-  to  find  markets  for  the  products  of  a  mechanized  industry, 
the  Fascist  state  seeks  to  overcome  by  rejecting  advanced  technique  in  produc- 
tion. It  endeavours  to  find  work  for  the  unempk^yed  by  resorting  to  more 
primitive  methods  of  production,  by  substituting  hand  labor  in  large  measure 
for  machines.  Along  these  lines,  it  must  be  admitted,  unemployment  can  be 
reduced  in  extent.  If  spades  are  used  instead  of  power-machines  in  construc- 
tion work,  the  number  of  men  needed  for  the  performance  of  any  particular 
job  will  be  mcreased.  There  will  be  less  unemployment,  but  the  price  paid  for 
the  reduction  of  uncmiiloymcnt  will  be  a  steady  d(rcline  in  the  standard  of  living 
of  whole  communities,  until  they  reach  a  bare  subsistence  level.  Hand  labor, 
finally,  becomes  so  cheap  that  it  is  more  economical  to  use  it  than  machines. 

This  is  not  a  fanciful  picture.  In  important  states  of  Europe  the  process 
of  displacing  machines  by  hand  labor  is  already  far  advanced.  What  is  true 
of  urban  industrx'  is  true  also  of  agriculture.  Machine  agriculture,  which  had 
made  some  progress  even  in  backward  West  European  states,  tends  today  to 
be  displaced  by  hand  agriculture.  Instead  of  producing  for  exchange,  farmers 
produce  as  far  as  possible  all  the  necessities  of  living  for  themselves,  and  in 
the  nature  of  things  these  can  be  onl}-  bare  necessities. 

We  have  experienced  a  similar  tendency  during  the  depression  years  in  our 
more  advanced  Canadian  agriculture.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  regard  the 
return  to  what  some  commend  as  a  more  simple  kind  of  living  on  the  farm 
as  a  desirable  development.  The  displacement  of  tractors  by  horses;  of  auto- 
mobiles by  a  new  type  of  buggies  facetiously  named  after  our  Prime  Minister ; 
and  the  wholesale  removal  of  telephones  from  farm  homes,  are  ways  of  return- 
ing to  the  simple  life  which  most  sane  men  and  wcmen  would  wish  to  escape 
if  they  could.  But  in  every  existing  Fascist  state  the  tendency  I  have  described 
has  been  carried  to  even  greater  extremes  than  in  countries  in  which  capitalism 
has  not  as  yet  found  it  necessary  to  enthrone  a  dictatorship. 

We  seek  to  follow  a  <lifFerent  course.  Instead  of  reverting  to  the  primitive 
methods  of  production  of  the  past,  we  plan  to  harness  in  the  service  of  man 
every  device  that  science  can  give  us  for  the  lightening  of  the  burden  of  human 
labor.  We  propose  to  go  forward  to  new  conquests  in  technique,  believing  that 
b}'  doing  so  we  shall  be  paving  th.e  way  not  only  to  the  liberation  of  mankind 
from  grinding  toil,  but  to  conquests  in  the  higher  realm  of  the  human  spirit. 

For  my  part  I  am  satisfied  that  no  prescribed  remedy  that  does  not  provide 
for  the  ending  of  the  profit  system  can  meet  our  needs;  that  the  only  alternative 
to  a  reversion  to  the  standards  of  the  Dark  Ages  is  the  creation  of  the  Co- 
operative Commonwealth.  I  am  encouraged  in  the  work  which,  as  my  strength 
permits,  I  am  endeavoring  to  do  for  this  organization,  by  the  knowledge  that 
on  man}'  successive  occasions  the  Annual  Convention  itself  has  expressed  a 
similar  conviction. 

Along  the  course  that  we  have  chosen  we  shall  travel  with  all  possible 
speed;  not  giving  way  to  any  comforting  illusion  of  easy  victory;  not  being 
diverted  from  our  purpose  to  follow  any  mirage;  not  lightly  brushing  aside 
any  proposal  that  may  be  advanced  for  the  improvement  of  our  condition  ;  but 
not  accepting,  either,  any  so-called  panacea  that  may  be  offered  us  without  satisfy- 
ing ourselves  that  it  is  based  upon  intelligent  understanding. 

During  this  period  of  grave  economic  breakdown,  a  multiplicity  of  pro- 
posals have  been  earnestly  put  forward  with  a  view  to  easing  our  burdens. 
Some  of  these  may  have  real  merit  and  for  my  own  part  I  have  always  been, 
and  hope  I  always  shall  be,  prepared  to  examine  without  prejudice  and  with  a 
sole  desire  to  determining  their  value,  any  i)lans  that  may  be  suggested.  Un- 
fortunately, as  the  result  of  so  large  a  number  of  varying  schemes  having  been 
advanced,  there  is  today  a  great  deal  of  confusion  among  people  of  progressive 
outlook.  This  confusion  has  brought  danger  of  division  and  a  weakening  of 
progressive  forces  in  the  face  of  the  common  enemy,  who  is  well  organized 
and  never  makes  the  mistake  of  dividing  his  forces. 

My  final  word  to  you,  therefore,  is  this,  and  I  saj'  it  in  all  earnestness  and 
smcenty:  Examine  carefully  every  proposal  that  may  be  placed  before  you. 
If,  in  your  discussions  3'ou  discover  differences  of  opinion  upon  questions  of 
policy,  remember  that  those  who  differ  with  you  are  just  as  eager  as  you  are  to 
find  the  right  solution  of  our  problems,  just  as  eager  as  you  are  to  travel  with 
all  possible  speed  towards  the  goal  of  economic  justice  and  economic  democracy. 
A  spirit  of  tolerance  and  forbearance  is  essential  if  we  are  to  overcome  the 
powerful  forces  arrayed  against  us. 

ROBERT  GARDINER. 
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Report  of  Mrs  Richard  Price 

President,  U.F.W.A. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

In  bringing  to  this  convention  of  Farm  men  and  women,  a  report  of  the  worlc' 
and  study  which  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Women's  section  during  the 
year  1934,  I  would  express  the  hope  that  this  will  be  a  successful  convention — 
not  successful  from  the  viewpoint  of  oratory,  of  meaningless  platitudes  or  the' 
dreaming  of  dreams  of  a  future  greatness — but  successful  in  that  each  individual 
will  go  from  here  with  definite  decision  for  action,  with  renewed  courage  to 
face  the  struggle  that  lies  ahead  and  win.  I  would  pray  the  fervent  prayer 
that  our  organization  would  accept  the  ringing  challenge  of  present-day  needs' 
and  put  an  undivided  strength  into  the  creating  of  a  new  social  order. 

The  year  has  been  a  most  difficult  one  and  we  would  record  our  sincere 
regret  at  .the  long,  serious  illness  of  our  colleague  Mr.  Jack  Sutherland.  No 
member  in  the  organization  has  served  more  loyally  and  faithfully  throughout 
the  years  than  has  Mr.  Sutherland,  and  we  do  pray  for  his  speedy  and  perman- 
ent recovery. 

During  the  year  the  membership  of  the  U.F.W.A.  and  the  interest  in  the 
work  has  not  lagged.  The  many  Conferences  with  educational  programs,  de- 
lightful music,  and  handicraft  exhibits,  under  the  direction  of  Constituency 
directors,  held  throughout  the  province  and  attended  by  both  men  and  women, 
have  been  highly  successful,  from  every  standpoint.  These  Conferences  have 
grown  to  fill  a  most  important  place  on  the  year's  program. 

Mention  must  also  be  made  of  Farm  Women's  Week  held  in  the  Schoolj 
of  Agriculture  at  Olds,  which  again,  as  in  other  years,  gave  a  happ}'  vacatioui 
to  many  tired  farm  women.  We  would  express  our  thanks  to  the  staff  at  the] 
School  and  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  for  the  success  of  this  Week.  j 

We  are  also  indebted  to  Mrs.  Barritt  who  at  the  request  of  the  U.F.W.AI 
Executive  has  written  an  excellent  history  of  our  organization,  from  its  in-4 
ception  to  present  day.  It  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  all  within  our  group' 
to  have  these  records. 

As  an  organization,  we  are  interested  in  many  subjects,  but  I  should  like 
to  make  reference  to  that  of  "Social  Welfare."  Year  after  year,  the  U.F.W.A. 
at  the  Annual  Convention,  has  gone  on  record  in  favor  of  temperance  and 
education  in  temperance.  Last  year  our  resolution  read  in  part  as  follows : 
"That  we  do  earnestly  request  that  the  Alberta  Government  do  not  permit  any 
extension  of  hours  in  the  Province  of  Alberta,  for  the  selling  of  beer."  To 
many  of  us,  the  disappointment  was  exceedingly  keen  when  through  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Liquor  Control  Act,  not  only  was  extension  of  hours  granted, 
but  bottled  beer  could  be  sold  for  consumption  elsewhere  than  on  the  premises. 
I  know  this  is  a  controversial  subject,  but  repeatedly  this  year  I  have  been 
asked  if  we  women  cannot  do  something  to  Imve  this  amendment  rescinded. 
The  boys  and  girls  are  precious  to  the  Dads  and  Mothers  and  it  is  a  fallacious 
argument  that  they  make  better  men  and  women  by  overcoming  the  tempta- 
tions we  place  in  their  patii.  No  farm  woman  would  dream  of  planting  seeds 
in  her  flower  or  vegetable  gardens,  and  then  sowing  sow  thistle  or  any  other 
kind  of  thistle  or  weed  seed  with  the  expectation  that  the  flower  garden  would 
be  a  thing  of  greater  beauty,  or  the  vegetables  of  better  quality  for  so  doing. 
Common  sense  would  tell  her  otherwise,  but  we  expect  the  best  from  our  young 
people,  and  we  are  not  hesitant  in  our  criticism  of  them,  no  matter  how  care- 
less we  are  of  the  social  conditions  under  which  they  must  live  and  for  which 
we,  and  not  they,  are  solely  responsible. 
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Our  women  most  emphatically  condemn  the  attitude  of  a  Director  of  a 
Brewers'  Society  who,  with  the  dollar  bias,  in  advocating  increased  sales  of 
beer,  said  "We  want  to  get  the  beer  drinking  habit  instilled  into  thousands, 
almost  millions  of  young  men  who  do  not  at  present  know  the  taste  of  beer." 
I  presume  he  is  just  as  anxious  to  include  our  girls  as  the  young  men. 

You  will  remember  that  last  year  1  referred  to  the  interest  of  our  group 
in  the  reform  of  the  penal  system  of  Canada.  That  interest  still  remains.  We 
have  "listened  in"  to  the  broadcasts  by  the  Premier  of  the  Dominion  of  an 
amazing  program  of  reform,  and  sincerely  hope  that  among  the  many  other 
promises  will  be  this  one  of  the  investigation  of  our  penitentiary  system,  which 
,is  so  sadly  in  need  of  drastic  changes. 

Another  phase  of  social  welfare  rarely  mentioned  in  this  convention  but 
discussed  very  frequently  in  the  Women's  section  is  that  of  juvenile  delinquency. 
Repeatedly  we  have  asked  to  have  the  age  of  male  juvenile  delinquents  raised 
to  i8  j'ears.    For  various  reasons  this  has  not  been  feasible. 

Since  1932  no  boys  from  this  province  have  been  committed  to  the  Industrial 
School  in  Portage  la  Prairie,  but  rather. has  the  Piovincial  Government  chosen 
first-class  fai'm  homes  and  placed  juvenile  delinquents  in  these  homes.  The 
response  from  the  boys  has  been  excellent,  only  a  very  small  number  failing 
to  make  good.  Reading  from  the  last  statistics  re  the  Child  Welfare  Act,  the 
irecords  show  60  boys  at  that  time  placed  on  farms. 

For  the  girls,  of  whom  there  were  29  appearing  before  the  Juvenile  Court 
in  1933,  there  is  a  different  plan.  Less  serious  cases  are  placed  on  probation 
and  the  others  are  committed  to  the  care  of  the  Superintendent  and  placed  in 
Institutions  for  the  special  care  of  erring  girls — Mount  View  cares  for  the 
Protestants  and  the  Convent  of  the  Good  Sheplierd  for  those  of  the  Catholic 
faith.  The  Department  of  the  Attorney-General  is  to  be  highly  commended 
tor  the  care  given  to  the  juveniles  for  whom  it  must  be  responsible. 


EDUCATION 

Education,  which  has  always  been  of  great  importance  to  every  farm  woman, 
this  j'ear  assumed  a  place  of  even  greater  importance  for  the  reason  that  we 
had  an  opportunity  of  presenting  to  tlie  Legislative  Committee  on  Rural 
Education,  the  findings  of  our  organization.  Every  mother  on  the  farm  is  so 
anxious  for  her  girl  or  boy  to  ha^■e  all  the  educational  advantages  obtainable — 
but  what  have  we  in  rural  education,  after  a  quarter  of  a  century? 

I  was  greatly  interested  in  the  report  submitted  by  Alberta  Teachers' 
Alliance  to  the  Committee  on  Education.  That  report  reads,  "The  structure  of 
the  rural  educational  system  in  many  cases  has  completely  broken  down,"  and 
two  of  the  several  reasons  cited  for  this  circumstance  are:  "It  (rural  educa- 
tion) has  become  obsolete  in  modern  society,"  and  "its  local  source  of  income 
is  land  productivity  and  farm  prices."  Tliosc  two  statements  need  no  comment 
to  those  familiar  with  rural  conditions  and  to  those  unfamiliar,  they  offer  full 
explanation  for  the  position  in  which  we  find  the  rural  schools  today. 

In  the  towns  and  cities  there  are  splendid  institutions  of  learning  with 
modern,  scientific  equipment  and  although  the  production  in  agriculture  has  con- 
tributed to  the  city  status  of  education,  the  rural  schools  have  in  many  cases, 
the  equipment  of  pioneer  days.  There  is  also  still  continued  the  small  local 
unit  of  administration,  more  than  three  thousand  of  these,  I  believe,  in  the 
province,  with  the  bickerings,  jealousies  and  disputes  of  the  local  boards  of 
trustees. 

There  are,  iiowcver,  the  Schools  of  Agriculture  with  their  very  fine  courses 
of  study  for  the  rural  youth.  To  these  schools  I  refer  with  pride  for  I  believe 
they  are  making  a  \aluable  contribution,  not  only  to  the  people  of  the  rural 
districts  but  to  the  whole  province. 
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We  are  delighted  too  for  the  opportunity  of  presenting  to  the  Curriculum 
Committee  our  ideas  for  changes  in  the  Curriculum. 

The  broader  vision  of  Education  which  seeks  to  remove  divisions  between, 
social,  political,  and  human  sciences,  would  tend  to  ameliorate  the  problems  olj, 
delinquency  and  crime  to  which  I  have  just  referred.  Education  is  an  apprec-'- 
iation  of  the  truth  and  beauty  of  life.  Education  should  develop  character,  and 
should  provide  the  equipment  to  meet  the  need  of  a  changing  order. 

The  women  of  the  organization  have  continued  their  work  and  study  along'! 
the  usual  outline.  We  have  been  interested  in  Home  Economics,  in  Legisla- 
tion,— Municipal,  Provincial  and  Federal.  The  Marketing  Act  and  the  new 
Bank  of  Canada  have  been  of  great  interest.  We  hope  the  day  is  not  far 
distant  when  the  new  Bank  will  be  publicly  owned.  If  Mr.  Lloyd  George  can 
advocate  the  National  control  of  the  Bank  of  England  in  his  new  program  for 
England,  surely  we  may  hope  the  same  for  the  Bank  of  Canada. 

The  Juniors  still  hold  their  place  of  importance  but  I  have  left  the  Junior 
President  to  tell  you  of  that  branch. 

The  beautification  of  home  and  surroundings,  of  the  rural  school  grounds, 
of  community  centres  by  the  planting  of  trees  and  shrubs  will  always  appeal 
to  us  who  have  not  had  a  surfeit  of  beauty  on  prairie  farms. 

We  have  endeavored  to  acquire  knowledge  of  the  Health  Insurance  Plan 
and  are  anxious  to  know  when  that  Plan  is  to  be  given  trial  in  urban  and  rural 
districts.  In  fact,  every  phase  of  health  has  been  studied.  In  the  study  of 
economics  we  have  made  marvellous  strides.  There  is  not  time  to  go  into 
details  on  any  of  these  but  I  should  like  to  spend  a  few  minutes  on  the  subject 
of  peace. 

PEACE  ' 

In  reviewing  the  year  1934  has  any  progress  been  made  for  the  peace  of 
the  world?  The  women  of  our  group  realize  as  never  before  that  knowledge 
and  more  knowledge  is  needed  so  that  we  may  intelligently  grasp  the  national 
or  international  significance  of  any  event,  be  it  tragic  or  otherwise,  which  may 
hai)pen  in  any  part  of  the  world.  Looking  to  nerve-racked  Europe  we  have 
been  appalled  again  and  again  at  the  near  approach  of  an  outbreak  of  war  which 
could  easily  have  developed  into  a  conflict  far  worse  than  the  last  "Great 
Slaughter." 

In  the  early  spring  we  read  of  the  smashing,  with  great  cruelty  and  blood- 
shed, of  the  Austrian  Socialists.  Seeking  to  know  what  force  lay  behind  this 
action  we  learned  of  the  bitter  internal  strife  in  Austria  between  reactionary 
and  radical  forces ;  of  government  concentration  camps,  one  for  Nazis  and 
another  for  Socialists ;  of  the  death  penalty  being  instituted  for  sedition ; 
"and  that  the  jailyard  reverberated  to  the  hammers  setting  up  gallows  in  the 
heart  of  the  city  (Vienna)  whose  inhabitants,  more  than  most  people,  love 
good  will."  Having  read  of  this  we  could  not  give  the  same  sympathy  as  we 
otherwise  would  have  done,  when  the  assassination  of  the  leader  of  that 
country  was  made  known. 

In  early  summer  came  the  Anti-Nazi  revolt,  followed  by  the  fearful  toll  of 
executions  of  those  who  had  participated.  And  then  in  the  later  days  of  the 
year,  the  world  was  again  startled  and  horrified  by  the  assassinations  on  French 
soil  of  the  French  Minister  M.  Barthou  and  King  Alexander  of  Yugo-Slavia. 
(It  was  only  one  assassination  that  had  precipitated  the  World  War).  Again, 
one  wondered  just  how  greatly  the  suppression  of  minority  groups,  due  to  the 
unjust  change  of  boundaries  and  the  arbitrary  partition  of  countries  through 
the  Treaty  of  Versailles,  was  responsible  for  this  outbreak  of  fear  and  terror- 
ism. And  then,  within  the  last  few  weeks,  the  brutal  reprisals  of  the  Stalin 
dictatorship,  which  followed  the  assassination  of  Kiroff  of  Leningrad,  have 
been  hideous.    The  imagination  reels  at  these  horrors. 
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Other  events  have  given  cause  for  grave  concern.  Japan,  denouncing  the 
Washington  Naval  Treaty ;  the  situation  in  the  Saar ;  Italy  and  Abyssinia  in 
dispute  over  the  wells  in  the  grazing  area  on  the  frontier  between  Italian 
Somaliland  and  Abyssinia,  and  one  asks  how  has  it  been  possible  to  avert  the 
disaster  of  war?  Every  nation  is  spending  vast  sums  on  armaments.  Italy 
compels  her  youth  from  childhood  to  engage  in  military  training.  In  Russia, 
it  begins  at  the  age  of  seven  years  when  the  child  enters  grade  school  and  con- 
tinues through  the  secondary  school,  .and  university.  In  Germany  all  existing 
youth  movements  have  been  consolidated  into  the  Nazi  group,  and  while  mili- 
tary training  in  accordance  with  the  Treaty  of  Versailles,  is  not  permitted  in 
schools,  it  is  carried  on  after  school  hours  and  on  Saturday,  youth  are  requested 
to  assemble  and  drill.  In  Japan,  military  training  has  been  compulsory  since 
1926  from  Grade  VI  upward.  Every  Japanese  school  boy  wears  a  uniform  and 
three  times  a  year  he  must  assemble  with  his  comrades  for  field  manoeuvres 
and  in  the  United  States  the  Supreme  Court  of  that  nation  upholds  the  right  of 
the  University  of  California  to  make  military  training  compulsory  for  all 
students  regardless  of  their  moral  or  religious  scruples. 

In  "Reflections  on  the  End  of  an  Era,"  the  author,  Rheinhold  Niebuhr  pre- 
sents another  side  of  this  qutstion.  To  quote — "There  is  a  pathetic  irony  in 
the  fact  that  the  world  depression  is  postponing  the  catastrophe  toward  which 
our  civilization  is  drifting,  and  yet  making  it  more  inevitable,  for  the  poverty 
of  the  nations  accentuates  national  animosities  and  yet  postpones  hostilities. 
The  nations  are  too  poor  to  fight  but  their  very  poverty  increases  their  com- 
petition for  world  markets  and  tempts  them  to  engage  in  desperate  efforts  to 
exclude  each  other  from  their  own  markets.  Such  efforts  have  the  seed  of  war 
in  them." 

On  the  other  side,  we  have  a  crystallized  public  opinion  which  continuously 
grows  stronger  against  war.  There  is  also  a  most  vivid  memory  to  many  of  us 
nf  the  last  one.  Two  decades  ago,  war  would  undoubtedly  have  been  declared 
civcr  incidents  of  less  importance  than  any  of  these  enumerated.  We  have  wit- 
nessed the  demand  in  the  United  States  for  an  investigation  of  armament  firms, 
and  the  startling  disclosures  revealed  by  that  investigation  under  the  Chairman- 
ship of  Senator  Nye  have  proven  how  nefarious  is  the  trade  in  arms 
manufacture  and  sale.  In  Britain  where  the  demand  for  the  same  sort 
of  investigation  is  great,  we  read  of  the  "unprecedented  spectacle  of  its  foreign 
minister  acknowledging  to  the  House  of  Comimons  'Mine  was  a  very  unfor- 
tunate speech.'  "  The  speech  referred  to  had  been  made  by  Sir  John  Simon 
three  weeks  previously  and  had  dealt  slightingly  with  the  arms  inquiry  of  the 
United  States. 

There  is  also  a  rumor  of  change  in  the  American  policy  with  reference  to 
freedom  of  the  seas  during  a  war.  In  referring  to  this  rumor,  the  Christian 
Century  comments — "Hitherto  the  United  States  has  protected  the  ships  of  its 
nationals  in  the  exercise  of  this  right.  But  with  freedom  of  the  seas  no  longer 
insisted  upon,  such  ships  would  sail  at  their  own  risk.  Probably  no  single  act 
would  do  so  much  to  cement  Anglo-American  co-operation  for  peace  as  the 
abrogation  of  this  doctrine."  There  are  a  few  encouragements  for  the  cham- 
pions of  the  cause  of  peace.  The  fact  that  many  educators  to-day  have 
accepted  the  challenge  that  in  the  schools  there  must  be  taught  a  social  con- 
sciousness that  will  lead  to  international  good  will  and  the  ultimate  elimination 
of  war,  is  one  of  the  brightest  of  these. 

Coming  home  what  do  we  find  in  Canada?  It  is  quite  true  that  we  have 
had  no  horrible  assassinations  or  revolts  such  as  Europe  has  witnessed  within 
the  last  year,  but  Canada  has  troubles  of  her  own  nevertheless.  After  five 
years  of  depression,  with  misery,  destitution  and  ever  extending  relief  lines, 
there  are  still  many  who  believe  that  the  old  machine  can  be  patched  and 
mended  and  made  to  serve  humanity.  We  are  told  that  the  upward  trend  to 
prosperity  has  begun,  but  Strachey  in  his  Preface  to  the  1934  Edition  of  "The 
Coming  Struggle  for  Power"  has  well  expressed  the  situation  in  which  we  find 
ourselves.    To  quote  "It  would  be  a  mistake  for  critics  of  a  Capitalistic  system 
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today  to  deny  that  trade  cycle  has  been  for  some  time  in  its  upward  phase. 
For  the  true  extent  of  the  gravity  of  the  permanent  situation  of  Capitalism 
may  be  measured  by  the  fact  that  existing  conditions  constitute  a  relative 
recovery.  Ours — referring  to  Britain— is  a  "Recovery"  characterized  by  over 
Ivvo  and  a  quarter  millions  registered  unemployed,  by  world  trade  for  1933  at  a 
level  of  30%  lower  in  quantity  and  50%  lower  in  gold  value  than  in  1929,  by 
a  standard  of  life  for  a  larger  part  of  the  British  people  which  is  in  unabated 
decline  and  by  symptoms,  at  length  undeniable  of  actual  starvation  amongst 
the  worst-off  section  of  the  poi)ulation."  "Today  (at  the  time  of  writing)  we 
are  already  four  and  a  half  years  after  the  crash  of  1929  and  the  signs  of  per- 
ceptible 'recovery'  are  still  so  small  that  their  very  existence  is  a  matter  of 
debate." 

Recovery?  Is  it  hard  to  iind  the  signs  of  recovery  of  prosperity  for  the 
masses  in  Canada?  The  Premier  of  the  dominion  said  in  one  of  his  recent 
broadcasts,  "The  signs  of  recovery  are  few  and  doubtful.  The  signs  of 
trouble  are  many  and  they  do  not  lessen." 

Is  it  true  that  the  standard  of  life  in  Canada  is  on  the  decline?  Is  it  true 
that  there  is  actual  starvation  here?  We  know  too  well  how  true  these  state- 
ments are. 

The  thanks  of  the  Canadian  people  are  forever  due  to  the  Hon.  H.  H. 
Stevens  for  his.  courage  in  exposing  through  the  Price  Spreads  and  Mass  Buy- 
ing Committee,  the  iniquities  under  which  Big  Business  carries  on  operations 
in  Canada.  To  think  that  during  the  four  years  of  depression  when  western 
producers  received  so  little  for  beef  and  bacon  that  the  Canada  Packers  had 
ttie  most  prosperous  years  of  their  existence  and  were  able  to  build  up  reserves 
that  were  not  warranted  under  normal  business  operations ;  that  pulp  and  paper 
barons,  tobacco  companies  and  so  many  other  big  business  concerns  have  ex- 
ploited to  the  limit  those  with  whom  they  did  business;  "that  forty  thousand 
\v(.)rkers  in  the  needle  trade  have  lived  under  wage  and  labor  conditions  below 
anything  that  could  or  should  be  tolerated  in  this  country." 

'Tis,  O,  to  be  a  slave,  along  with  the  barbarous  Turk, 
Where  Woman  has  never  a  soul  to  save 
If  this  is  Christian  work. 

Stitch,  stitch,  stitch,  in  poverty,  hunger  and  dirt 
And  so  with  a  voice  of  dolorous  pitch 
She  sang  the  song  of  the  shirt. 

What  happens  to  the  one  who  tries  to  expose  the  evils  of  the  system  under 
which  we  exist?  The  chairman  of  this  committee  to  which  I  have  referred 
is  chairman  no  longer.  Neither  docs  he  still  hold  his  position  in  the  Cabinet. 
As  in  Germany  for  the  reason  that  he  failed  to  give  Nazi  salute  at  the  Ijeginning 
and  end  of  his  lecttires,  and  for  suggesting  reservation  in  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  Hitler,  Karl  Barth  the  great  theologian  was  dismissed  from  his  Professorship 
at  Bonn  ;  so  in  Canada  we  dismissed  from  the  cliair  of  Christian  Ethics  in  the 
theological  college  under  the  Church  of  which  I  happen  to  be  a  member,  the 
professor  who  voiced  a  vehement  protest  against  the  status  quo.  In  our  own 
University  the  Board  of  Governors  have  decided  that  any  full  time  member 
of  the  staff  "may  not  offer  himself  as  a  candidate  for  a  federal  constituency 
or  accept  a  seat  in  the  Federal  House  but  that  he  be  otherwise  not  restricted 
for  activity  in  federal  politics  provided  that  such  activity  has  no  relationship 
to  provincial  politics."  The  freedom  and  liberty  of  the  Canadian  people — 
where  are  they? 

To  you  and  to  me  who  have  nothing  to  lose — what  is  our  course  of  action 
to  be? 

The  Premier  of  Canada  has  promised  us  many  reforms  within  the  present 
system.  Prof.  Frank  Scott,  of  McGill  University,  in  "Some  Lessons  from  the 
1  )epression,"  published  in  the  last  Labor  Annual,  has  this  to  say  "What  is  the 
utmost  we  may  expect  from  Liberalism  or  Conservatism  in  Canada  in  the  next 
few  years — that  is  before  the  next  Capitalistic  depression  is  due  to  start  in  a 
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normal  course  of  events?  We  may  expect  such  things  as  minimum  wage  laws, 
some  slight  control  of  hours  of  labor,  unemployment  insurance,  central  bank- 
ing, possibly  lower  tariffs  and  cautious  experiments  in  controlled  marketing  of 
certain  products.  If  these  remedies  were  enough  to  prevent  depressions,  then 
wc  should  have  seen  very  few  signs  of  depression  in  England  for  example,  and 
we  should  also  see  a  very  marked  improvement  in  American  Capitalism  under 
the  N.R.A.  England  has  had  all  these  things  for  the  last  twenty  years  with 
the  single  exception  of  controlled  marketing  which  has  been  tried  only  within 
the  last  three  years,  yet  she  has  been  in  a  state  of  almost  continuous  depression 
since  the  end  of  the  war,  and  still  carries  more  than  two  million  unemployed 
and  all  the  social  injustices  that  go  with  the  present  maldistribution  of  wealth. 
One  year  of  N.R.A.  leaves  ten  million  unemployed  in  the  United  States,  and 
the  purchasing  power  of  the  American  masses  which  the  N.R.A.  was  designed 
to  raise  is  calculated  to  be  now  slightly  less  than  it  was  before  the  experiment 
was  started,  owing  to  the  increase  of  prices  and  the  obstruction  of  employers. 
These  policies  cannot  hope  to  be  more  successful  when  applied  in  Canada." 

The  program  of  the  U.F.A.  and  the  C.C.F.  with  which  our  organization  is 
affiliated,  stands  for  a  new  social  order  in  which  the  basic  principle  regulating 
production,  distribution  and  exchange  will  be  the  supplying  the  human  need 
and  not  the  making  of  profits. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  is  a  program  which  cannot  be  immediately  real- 
ized— it  would  take  a  quarter  of  a  century.  With  that  I  do  not  agree.  This  is 
election  year  and  you  and  I  have  the  opportunity  of  helping  to  send  to  the 
House  at  Ottawa  those  men  and  women  who  will  put  into  operation  the  things 
for  which  we  stand.  If  the  Premier  of  the  Dominion  can  promise  to  us  a 
program  of  sweeping  reforms,  and  Toronto  can  elect  a  C.C.F.  mayor,  there  is 
reason  for  hope. 

The  Master  said,  "I  am  come  that  ye  might  have  life  and  that  ye  might 
have  it  more  abundanth'."  but  the  so-called  Christian  social  order  under  which 
we  live  has  denied  the  right  of  any  life,  save  that  of  a  bare  existence,  with  all 
its  attendant  miseries  to  a  large  number  of  human  beings.  This  year  there  is 
extended  to  us  the  priceless  opportunity  of  registering  our  approval  or  dis- 
approval of  the  system  that  makes  these  miseries  possible  and  if  through  in- 
difference, inertia  or  selfishness  we  do  not  accept  the  challenge  we  have  failed. 
The  responsibility  for  things  as  they  are  rests  on  you  and  me.  May  we  accept 
the  call  of  the  hour  and  give  our  very  best  to  the  bringing  in  of  a  Christian, 
social  order. 
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iPORT  OF  JUNIOR  PRESIDENT 

Report  presented  by  Mr.  Wilfred  Hoppins,  Huxley,  President 
NIOR  U.F.A.  TO  ANNUAL  U.F.A.  CONVENTION,  JANUARY,  1935. 


▼  It  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  have  the  opportunity  of  reporting  some  of  the 
tivitics  of  the  Junior  U.F.A.  or  to  discuss  briefly  the  relation  of  our  organiza- 
m  to  yours. 

Our  Branch  has  been  in  existence  for  16  years.  Starting  in  1919  with  a 
ere  handful  and  the  inspiration  of  our  Senior  Committee,  we  have  progressed 
eadily  until  at  the  present  time  \\  c  have  a  membership  of  2,016  to  our  credit. 
■J  me  this  signifies  that  the  Junior  local  does  fill  a  gap  in  the  life  of  our  rural 
>ung  people  and  certainly  sounds  an  optimistic  note  for  the  future  of  tlie 
•gani/ation. 

The  main  object  beiiind  the  organization  of  the  Junior  U.F.A.  was  to  give 
e  farm  young  people  an  opportunity  for  a  training  which  would  not  only  be 
.luable  to  them  in  any  walk  of  life  but  would  tend  to  interest  them  in  the  aims 
id  achievements  oi  tlie  U.F.A.  so  that  upon  reaching  maturity  their  efforts  in 
at  tirganization  would  be  more  efifecti\c. 

The  Junior  Conference,  held  at  Edm(-)nton,  continues  to  be  one  of  the  out- 
anding  features  of  Junior  activities.  Delegates  from  all  over  the  Province 
iiigregate  here  for  a  week  which  is  properly  blendcti  with  educational  and 
itertaininent  features.  I  will  deal  briefly  witii  a  few  of  the  important  events 
king  place  during  that  week, 

PUBLIC  SPEAKING  CONTEST 

This  contest  is  sponsored  by  the  U.F.A.  and  is  part  of  the  program  of  leader- 
lip  training  to  which  all  delegates  and  visitors  are  eligible.  We  should  all 
;velop  the  art  of  e-xpressing  our  ideas  in  public  in  a  concise,  logical  manner, 
his  faculty  can  serve  us  in  so  many  different  ways,  as  members  of  school  boards, 
unicipal  councils  and  all  channels  of  public  service,  as  well  as  in  the  conduct 
our  own  affairs.  In  fact  even  a  load  of  hogs  is  sometimes  more  advantage- 
isly  disposed  of  because  you  can  make  the  buyer  see  some  of  the  good  points 
hich  he  persists  in  overlooking.  Gold,  Silver  and  Bronze  Medals  are  awarded 
e  winners  of  this  contest. 

GRAIN  JUDGING  CONTEST 

This  is  more  than  just  a  competition — it  is  in  reality  a  short  course  in  Grain 
idging  and  undoubtedly  the  most  popular  event  of  the  Week  for  the  boys, 
ash  prizes  are  awarded  by  the  Wheat  Pool  to  the  three  prize  winners. 

READING  COURSE  EXAMINATIONS 

This  course  is  issued  and  supervised  by  the  Department  of  Extension  of  the 
nivcrsity.  The  books  may  be  procured  in  the  fall  and  studied  during  the 
inter  months  when  the  average  youth  has  time  in  which  to  study.  The  exam- 
ation  consists  of  questions  based  on  the  work  covered  in  the  course  and  lectures 
ven  dtiring  the  v\eek  at  the  Conference. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  presents  a  scholarship  grant  ui  $75.00  lo 
;  applied  on  a  course  in  Agriculture  and  Domestic  Science  at  one  of  the  Agri- 
iltural  Schools,  to  the  boy  and  girl  with  the  highest  standing. 


HANDICRAFTS  CONTEST 

i'rizcs  are  awarded  the  local  with  the  best  handicraft  collection  and" 
the  individual  contributing  the  best  work,  by  the  Provincial  Handicraft  Guf 

EFFICIENCY  CONTEST  ; 

Each  year  a  banner  awarded  to  the  Junior  local  which  has  the  highe 
standing  in  this  contest.  Questionnaires  are  sent  to  the  local  which  are  fill 
out  and  turned  in  prior  to  the  Conference  and  arc  the  basis  of  the  award. 

Lectures  are  given  on  Dairying,  Horticulture,  Livestock  Feeding  and  J  ud 
iiig,  and  Field  Husbandry  by  members  of  the  University  Faculty.  Much  time 
^pc-m  in  examining  the  plot.s,  slock  and  equipment  of  the  University  Fars 
.Mlngethcr  one  can  consider  this  Week  as  a  short  course  in  Scientific  Agricultu 
and  what  is  probably  most  important  of  all  is  the  incentive  for  study  which 
created. 

BUSINESS  SESSION 

( )ne  da\-  of  the  Conference  is  reserved  for  the  Annual  Mci  ting  of  the  Juni 
liianch  and  on  that  day  one  cannot  help  but  be  impressed  with  the  work  m 
n  suits  of  our  organization.  Reports  are  heard  from  the  locals  and  many  sB 
j(  cts  discussed  in  an  intelligent  orderly  manner,  officers  are  elected  for  the  ens 
ing  year  and  the  business  thai  accrues  dealt  with. 

FIELD  DAY 

Till'  cliisiiig  day  tin(L  the  alhlctic  ck-ment  in  their  glor\-  and  the  tropin 
pie.sciited  and  donated  by  -Vliss  Jessie  Montgonicvy  and  Tack  Marshall  arc  i 
most  co\-eUd  prizes  awarded  during  the  week. 

In  short,  this  is  an  oi)porlunit>-  that  every  farm  youth  should  take  advanta, 
of  and  I  would  like  to  ask  your  whole-hearted  suptiort  and  co-operation  in  co 
tinuing  the  work,  by  financing  some  young  person  in  your  district  for  a  trip 
the  Junior  Confeicnce  next  June. 

.Vmong  the  resolutions  ])assed  during  the  business  session,  was  one  that 
wciuld  like  to  cfjiiiment  on  and  lliat  was  regarding  our  opposition  to  war  as 
means  of  adjusting  iiiternation;il  difTcrences. 
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Few  generations   I  believe,  have  been  so  disillusioned  about  wars  as  t' 
l)resent.     ft  looks  back  upon  one  hundred  years  of  wars  fought  to  gain  marfe 
not  one  of  which  was  worth  the  destruction  of  one  single  human  life.  Wlffli 
of  the  wars  fought  during  the  last  century  would  we  deem  worth  the  c(S5 
Would  it  be  the  Crimean  War  in  which  we  sent  thousands  of  soldiers  to  ih<i 
death  to  help  Turkey,  a  country  that  has  massacred  more  Christians  than  ai 
other  country  on  earth?    Or  would  it  be  the  Opium  War  when  we  forced  opiir 
upon  a  defenceless  nation  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet?    Or  would  it  be  the  Bp 
War  in  whicli  we  destroyed  and  in  turn  were  destroyed  in  order  to  gain  S( 
diamond  mine  for  English  capitalists?    Or  would  it  be  the  last  war  in  whic 
sacrificed   tw(,-nty  million   men  ostensibly   for  our  finest  ideals  but  actuall 
subse(|uenl  events  have  prc.iven  for  nothing  at  all?    Can  we  afford  lo  ignore-1 
this  ex:i)erie'nce  of  the  ages  and  keep  on  blundering    as    onr    forefathers  haf' 
blund(;red,  without  doing  Aviiat  we  can  to  [urn  the  tide  which  periodically  OTW'P'f  t' 
whelms  us? 

In  considering  a  urogram  to  outlaw  war  we  must  have  an  understanding.: 
the  root  cause  of  that  evil.    Disclosures  made  since  the  Great  War  have  proVj 
that  one  of  the  foremost  causes  of  war  is  the  influence  exerted  by  nrma 
manufacturers  who  as  their  business  would  indicate,  consider  war  their  harj 
lime.    Their  work  is  carefully  covered  and  is  only  manifest  by  misunderstan 
and  intrigues  between  nations.     It  is  then  apparent  that  any  move  to  ahol 
war  must  consider  a  plan  whereby  the  manufacture  of  arms  should  be  control| 
in  such  a  Tiianner  as  to  ])revcnt  the  enormous  pvoiits  and  consequent  evils  w 
li:i\e  been  directly  responsible  for  more  international  discord  than  any  o; 
single  cause.    Coupled  with  this  of  course  must  be  an  educational  moveme 
develop  in  the  Youth  of  the  World  a  repulsion  of  war,  because  after  all 
are  fought  by  boys  between  the  ages  of  18  and  i.s. 
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FIELD  CROPS  COMPETITION 

The  Field  Crops  Competition  is  another  field  of  activity  where  the  Junior 
zz\  can  be  of  service  to, the  community  and  one  that  is  producing  good  results, 
teaches  young  farmers  in  a  practical  way  the  value  of  good  seed  and  what 
n  be  accomplished  by  giving  the  crops  the  extra  attention  that  this  competition 
5pires.  Also  it  gives  a  practical  demonstration  of  the  value  of  co-operation 
tween  the  various  institutions  that  sponsor  these  competitions  and  the  young 
ople  that  grow  the  plots. 

The  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  furnishes  the  seed  wheal.  It  is  ia  the  interests  of 
is  body  that  they  have  a  high  class  of  grain  to  offer  on  the  world  markets 
order  to  make  selling  easier  and  the  price  better. 

To  preach  the  gospel  of  good  seed  to  the  grower  niakes  progress  very  slow, 
distribute  seed  to  mature  farmers  is  admittedly  much  faster  but  the 
•thod  which  will  get  the  best  results  in  the  long  run  is  to  start  in  with  the 
■ung  people  who  are  making  their  start  in  wheat  growing.  They  are  full  of 
nfidetice  and  enthusiasm  and  have  so  iTianj'  more  years  of  endeavor  before 
cm  that  they  will  be  directed  toward  growing  cjuality  products,  on  account  of 
eir  early  training  in  this  work.  I'he  interest  taken  by  the  Wheat  Pool  in  this 
jrk  will  establish  friendly  relation';  between  the  boys  and  the  Poo)  that  may 
;t  a  lifetime. 

I 

The  Barley  Competition  financed  partially  by  the  brewers  is  organized  along 
Hilar  lines.  The  Brewers  want  a  certain  type  of  barley.  What  better  way  is 
ere  for  them  to  get  it  than  to  select  their  seed  and  iiave  hundreds  of  farmers 
various  parts  of  the  Province  grow  it  for  them?' 

i  The  Provincial  Department  of  Agriculture  furnishes  the  experts  to  supervise 
e  field  work  and  judging  and  most  important  of  all  substantial  prizes  for  the 
;al  seed  fairs  held  in  the  fall  in  districts  where  the  Field  Crops  Competitions 
ve  been  conducted  It  is  in  the  best  interests  cif  the  Province  to  encourage 
e  farmers  to  grow  first  class  grain  and  stock  and  that  the  products  be  sold 
advantage,  in  order  that  the  purchasing  power  of  the  producers  be  increased 
far  as  possible  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  pay  their  share  of  the  cost  of  govern- 
^nt  and  enable  the  merchants  they  buy  from  to  pay  theirs.  I  believe  this  is 
[ore  generally  realized  now  than  ever  before,  witntss  the  Natural  Products 
larketing  Act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Federal  Parliament.  Govern- 
snts  of  the  future  will,  I  believe,  have  to  take  a  greater  interest  and  more  definite 
|tion  than  ever  before  in  the  affiairs  of  the  primary  producer  and  as  far  as 
fssible  encourage  the  production  of  a  high  grade  product  and  eliminate  the 
ffair  marketing  set-up  we  are  now  making  us*;-  of 

LIVESTOCK  CLUBS 

Calf  and  Swine  Clubs  are  doing  much  the  same  work  for  the  stock  breeder 
at  the  Grain  Clubs  are  doing  for  the  grain  growing.  In  this  work  we  get 
sistance  from  the  Dominion  Government  which  supplies  sires  of  the  right  type 
r  stock  improvement.  As  I  see  it,  their  assistance  along  this  line  is  worth 
pre  than  all  the  propaganda  ever  j)ublished. 

I  believe  the  main  reason  why  farmers  generall)-  grow  inferior  stock  and 
ain  is  lack  of  opportunity  to  do  otherwise,  mostly  lack  of  finances  and  access- 
ility  to  new  supplies.  There  is  a  third  reason  which  may  be  the  weightiest 
'  ,all  and  that  is  that  the  farmer  is  very  often  plundered  by  the  packers  and 
^ain  companies  in  a  way  which  is  very  destructive  of  incentive  on  the  part  of 
!any  to  improve  their  products. 

There  is  a  matter  of  organization  in  regard  to  llie  Grain  and  Livestock  Clubs 
.at  seem.s  to  parallel  the  experience  of  the  senior  organization.  When  you 
:cided  to  form  the  various  pools  you  immediately  set  up  another  structure, 
hich  call  for  more  and  different  meetings,  etc.  However,  the  personnel  was 
le  same  as  of  the  U.l'.A.  local  and  this  made  your  organization  work  more 
imbcrsome  and  scattered  your  efforts. 
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We  have  similar  conditions  that  must  be  dealt  "with  in  regard  to  the  J  ur 
Grain  and  Livestock  Clubs.  If  a  Junior  local  asks  to  join  one  of  these  i  i 
deavors  they  are  informed  that  they  must  form  a  new  club  with  new  office  ! 
etc.,  yet  the  leaders  are  the  same  only  there  is  more  work.  Also  there  is'  ; 
tendency  to  distract  which  may  not  always  work  in  the  best  interests  of  1 
local.  My  recommendation  is  this — that  the  Junior  locals  handle  the  work  I 
committee  form  and  that  all  who  participate  in  the  club  work  join  the  local 

The  U.F.A.  local,  I  believe,  should  be  the  unit  to  handle  all  problems  of  i 
farm  and  farmer,  wliether  of  a  local  nature  or  concerning  any  of  the  institutic 
that  grew  out  of  the  U.F.A.  like  the  Pools,  etc.  The  U.F.A.  local  needs  1 
res]y(insibility  in  order  to  function  properly  and  give  satisfaction  to  the  membe 
The  Junior  local  should  also  function  in  the  same  manner.  i 

I  lia\e  spoken  at  some  length  on  Junior  Club  work  because  it  introdu 
the  serious  side  of  farming  in  our  Junior  locals,  and  I  would  like  to  see  ev 
Jiuiior  local  in  the  Province  take  it  up  to  as  great  an  extent  as  possible,  becai 
it  increases  the  scope  of  our  work  and  is  the  source  .of  great  educational  va 
ami  financial  gain  as  well. 

During  the  fourteen  }-ears  that  1  lia\e  been  a  Junior  U.h\A.  member  I  h; 
heard  a  great  number  of  men  and  \\()men  talk  on  Junior  work,  and  practica 
all  of  them  stressed  the  idea  that  the  real  value  of  the  work  was  to  prepare  th" 
young  people  for  the  responsibility  that  would  be  theirs  in  a  few  years  and 
believe  that  thought  is  truer  and  more  impo)"tant  now  that  it  ever  was. 

I  do  not  believe  that  any  ])ast  generation  of  young  Canadians  have  had  t 
look  forward  to  shouldering  and  scdving  as  complex  a  problem  or  situation  a 
the  youth  of  our  countr\'  are  facing  today. 

I  say  tills  in  all  sincerity  not  because  want  and  desolation  have  not  pr, 
viously  entered  the  pages  of  Canadian  History,  but  because  the  cause  of  thof 
conditions  can  no  longer  be  traced  to  inefficiency  of  production  of  the  necessitic 
of  life  and  hence  demand  an  entirely  new  and  different  solution  and  for  ihf 
reas(jn  alone  will  be  a  greater  (k'Hi;uid  and  appreciation  for  young  leaders  wh 
are  sincere  and  hoiiesl  and  big  in  their  conception  of  the  principles  of  Democracy 

You  men  and  women  htive  '-pent  the  best  part  of  your  lives  and  made  man 
sacrifices  to  put  your  boys  and  girls  where  they  are  now,  and  at  the  same  tini 
you  have  helped  to  develop  one  of  the  best  Provinces  in  the  Dominion.  Wh 
not  consider  the  toil  and  sacrifices  as  an  investment,  the  success  of  which  depend 
on  the  ability  of  your  boys  and  girls  to  carry  on  and  surely  you  will  agree  wit 
me  that  it  would  be  good  business  sense  to  ensure  the  success  of  your  ventur 
by  providing  these  young  people  with  an  opportunity  of  developing  the  be^ 
that  is  in  them. 

I  wisfi  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  on  behalf  of  the  Junior  Piranc 
our  appreciation  of  the  work  an,d  co-operation  that  we  have  received  from  tli 
Senior  Organization.  Special  credit  is  due  Mrs.  McBride  as  Convener  of  Junic 
work  and  Mrs.  Malloy  and  Miss  f'irch  as  secretaries,  for  the  splendid  way  i 
which  they  have  worked  for  the  success  of  the  Junior  Branch  during  the  pa^ 
year. 

In  conclusion,  T  would  like  to  ask  the  senior  members  of  the  Convention  1 
take  advantage  of  strengthening  your  organization  and  ours  by  co-operating  wit 
the  young  people  in  your  respective  districts  in  the  organization  and  maintenenc 
of  Junior  Locals. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

U.F.A.  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  FOR  1934 


We  regret  to  report  that  the  senior  member  of  our  executive  is  still  in 
the  hospital  undergoing  treatment.  Mr.  J.  K.  Sutherland  has  been  one  of  the 
most  untiring  and  conscientious  workers  in  this  organization  for  many  years. 
We  wish  hereby  to  express  our  sympathy  with-  him  in  his  illness  and  also  to 
express  the  hope  and  belief  that  his  tjeaternent  will  restore  him  to  his  former 
])osition  of  intelligent  leadership  m  our  midst. 

EXECUTIVE  MEETINGS 

During  the  year  the  Executive  of  your  Board  has  held  fourteen  meetings 
at  three  of  which  they  met  jointly  with  the  Executive  of  the  Canadian  Labor 
Party,  the  two  Executives  together  constituting  the  Provincial  Council  of  the 
C.C.F. 

BOARD  MEETINGS 

There  were  two  regular  board  meetings,  one  immediately  before  and  the 
cither  after  the  1934  Convention.  In  addition  to  this,  various  members  of  the 
Board  sat  in  .at  certain  executive  meetings  and  at  the  Conferences  of  the 
executive  with  the  Federal  and  Provincial  Members.  Following  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  last  convention,  a  provincial  program  was  drafted  which  will  be 
submitted  for  your  consideration. 

The  Board  desires  to  place  on  record  its  sincere  appreciation  of  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  staff  of  Central  Oflice  and  particularly  of  the  efficiency  and  loyal 
service  of  our  secretary-treasurer  Miss  Birch. 

MIDSUMMER  RALLIES 

We  think  these  gatherings  have  proved  a  wonderful  success  both  educa- 
tionally and  socially,  where  they  have  been  held.  We  recommend  that  similar 
rallies  be  held  in  otiier  places  where  not  yet  tried. 

THE  UNITED  FARMER 

Acting  on  the  recommendation  of  the  last  Convention  a  weekly  paper  has 
been  issued  commencing  May  25tli.  While  making  this  recommendation  the 
Convention  made  no  provision  for  an  increased  membership  fee,  the  paper  has 
therefore  been  maintained  with  dilticulty  and  is  not  up  to  the  mark  that  we 
had  hoped  or  intended.  We  arc  satisfied  that  there  is  a  need  for  a  weekly  news- 
jiaper  and  trust  that  tlic  Conventicjn  may  find  means  to  increase  its  size  and 
usefulness.  We  desire  at  this  time  to  express  a  word  of  appreciation  for  the 
courage  and  resourcefulness  of  the  management  of  the  paper  in  venturing  and 
succeeding  in  the  publication  of  a  weekly  paper  with  such  limited  means.  We 
have  heartl  many  comments  in  the  country  expressing  appreciation  of  the  work 
done  by  our  newspaper  staff,  m  keeping  tis  informed  as  to  the  chief  items  of 
world  news  and  the  main  currents  of  progressive  and  particularly  U.F.A. 
thought. 

FINANCIAL  STANDING 

We  regret  to  report  a  deficit  during  the  past  year  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  membership  has  considerably  increased.  In  drawing  up  our  budget  last 
January  we  were  careful  to  keej)  e-Xpenditure  down  to  the  lowest  possible  level. 
It  is  our  opinion  that  the  allotment  for  field  work  by  the  directors  is  altogether 
inadequate  to  cover  the  work  that  should  be  done,  especially  when  we  anticipate 
two  elections  this  year.  We  recommend  that  this  convention  should  consider 
the  advisability  of  an  increased  membership  fee  in  order  that  wider  possibilities 
of  service  may  be  open  not  only  to  your  directors  but  also  to  your  newspaper. 
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We  wish  at  this  time  to  mention  and  thank  those  very  numerous  members  and 
locals  who  have  voluntarily  contributed  extra  money  toward  the  carrying  on 
of  the  weekly  paper.  This  has  not  only  been  of  great  help  materially  but  has 
been  a  great  encouragement  to  the  staff.  VVc  wish  also  to  especially  mention 
and  express  our  appreciation  of  the  grant  from  the  United  Grain  Growers 
organization. 

CO-OPERATIVE  PURCHASING 

We  desire  to  express  a  word  of  appieciation  to  our  Co-operative  Committee, 
and  also  to  those  whose  increased  activity  in  co-operative  purchasing  made  a 
successful  year  possible.  The  ideals  of  the  U.F.A.  organization  are  high  and 
far  reaching  but  we  depend  on  the  realities  of  actual  co-operatiorT  for  means 
to  carry  out  those  ideas. 

CONNECTION  BETWEEN  THE  U.F.A.  AND  C.C.F. 

Many  instances  have  been  brought  to  our  notice  with  regard  to  the  con- 
fusion which  exists  in  the  minds  of  members  and  more  especially  of  the  public 
at  large  in  connection  with  the  relation  of  the  U.F.A.  and  the  C.C.F.  We  can- 
not imagine  that  the  mind  of  the  public  press  is  as  confused  in  this  matter  as 
their  utterances  would  indicate.  We  consider  that  it  is  all  important  that  this 
misunderstanding  be  cleared  up  and  so  we  take  this  opportunity  of  explaining 
the  connection  of  the  two  organizations.  The  C.C.F.  as  its  name  implies  is  a 
federation  of  organized  bodies.  The  U.F.A.  is  one  of  those  bodies,  each  group 
retains  its  identity  and  autonomy  but  agrees  to  co-operate  with  other  groups 
in  the  Federation  to  bring  into  existence  a  Co-operative  Commonwealth.  The 
C.C.F.  is  not  a  political  party  but  it  is  exactly  what  its  name  implies,  a  federa- 
tion of  groups  seeking  representation  in  Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  gaining 
thereby  the  opportunity  to  carry  into  realization  the  aims  common  to  its  con- 
stituent parts. 

POLITICAL  REPRESENTATIVES 

During  the  course  of  over  a  decade  we  have  listened  to  expressions  of  doubt 
as  to  the  wisdom  of  sending  to  Ottawa  members  of  a  group  which  could  not 
hope  to  obtain  power.  The  recent  utterances  of  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada 
give  us  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  achievements  of  our  U.F.A.  Group  in  that 
their  constant  constructive  educational  efforts  through  the  years  have  brought 
many  of  the  reforms  which  they  have  sought,  into  the  realm  of  practical  politics 
and  possible  early  realization.  We  are  tempted  to  say  with  Carlyle  "How  silent 
is  thought,"  and  yet  how  irresistible  when  travelling  along  the  level  highway  of 
"equal  rights  for  all"  directed  by  the  principles  of  truth  and  powered  by  a  high 
enthusiasm  which  stops  not  at  personal  sacrifice.  We  trust  that  in  the  forth- 
coming federal  election  other  reform  groups,  in  this  and  other  provinces,  may 
be  able  to  send  representatives  to  Ottawa  to  co-operate  with  our  Members. 

The  provincial  government  has  during  the  past  year  been  under  a  continuous 
and  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  whose  chief  effort  has  been  to  create  confusion 
in  our  own  ranks.  There  may  be  a  feeling  of  restlessness  on  the  part  of  some, 
on  account  of  the  inability  of  the  provincial  government  to  effect  a  cure  of  or 
even  greatly  relieve  the  depression.  We  would  point  out  to  our  membership 
that  the  seat  of  a  great  portion  of  the  evils  from  which  we  suffer  lies  outside 
the  province,  and  their  remedy  lies  outside  provincial  jurisdiction.  It  is  under- 
stood, however,  that  the  provincial  government  is  prepared  to  do  everything 
possible  to  co-operate  with  the  federal  government  to  make  the  new  constructive 
legislation  effective. 

Impatience  has  driven  from  our  ranks  some  who  formerly  had  been  most 
active  under  the  U.F.A.  banner.  It  is  the  opinion  of  your  directors  that  the 
progress  of  the  citizenship  of  Alberta  toward  economic  reconstruction,  will  not 
be  achieved  or  hastened  but  rather  retarded  by  an  impatience  which  causes 
divisions  in  the  ranks  of  reformers.  While  we  recognize  that  diversity  and 
liberty  of  thought  are  desirable,  unity  of  action  is  vital  and  imperative  among 
reform  forces,  if  we  are  to  establish  in  our  land  the  principles  of  "Economic 
Democracy." 
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A  CALL  FOR  UNITY 

We  regret  to  say  as  directors  that  we  are  unable  to  direct  our  membership 
to  any  short  cut  or  down  hill  path  to  an  economic  Utopia.  We  can  only  beacon 
30U  onward  along  a  path  that  has  always  been  uphill  and  difificult.  We  are 
ready  to  blaze  new  trails,  to  send  out  scouting  parties,  to  discover  a  way  out 
of  an  economic  impasse  which  places  us  in  a  position  similar  to  that  of  a  be- 
seiged  city.  We  do  not  desire  however,  to  commit  our  whole  membership  to 
any  scheme,  the  impossibility  of  which  is  evident  before  we  start. 

We  trust  that  in  this  convention  and  in  the  province  we  can  pool  our 
thinking,  choose  those  things  which  are  best  and  if  we  are  unable  to  attain 
unanimity  of  thought  we  will  nevertheless  maintain  unity  of  action  in  the  next 
federal  and  provincial  elections,  so  that  this  province  may  be  represented  in 
both  houses  by  those  who  will  support  a  course  of  forward  legislative  action 
rather  than  reaction.  "Divide  and  rule"  was  the  slogan  of  the  oppressors  of 
ancient  times,  and  may  also  be  the  slogan  of  the  financial  Dictatorship  of 
Canada  today.  "United  we  stand"  is  the  motto  of  the  forces  of  progress  in 
Alberta.    Let  us  be  prepared  to  do  our  utmost  to  gain  and  maintain  such  unity. 


REPORT 

OF 

TELEPHONE  COMMITTEE 


Since  our  last  convention  the  Provincial  Government  has  vigorously 
prosecuted  its  policy  of  disposing  of  the  rural  telephone  lines  to  the  farmers 
at  very  moderate  prices.  Under  this  plan  the  lines  are  to  be  operated  under 
mutual  telephone  companies.    We  wish  to  report : 

1.  That  up  to  the  present  time  2,340  miles  of  line  have  been  sold  to  Farmer 
Companies. 

2.  That  the  average  price  per  mile  was  $12.50,  25%  cash,  the  balance  to 
be  paid  in  two  yearly  payments  without  interest. 

3.  That  120  new  mutual  companies  have  been  organized  involving  1,944 
subscribers,  including  an  increase  of  707  new  subscribers. 

4.  That  there  were  51  mutual  companies  with  1,053  members  in  the 
Province  before  the  government  announced  its  present  sales  policy. 

5.  That  the  cost  of  service  payable  to  the  Telephone  Department  is  60 
cents  per  month  for  continuous  service,  and  40  cents  per  month  for  day  services. 

6.  That  there  are  still  approxnnateiy  15,543  miles  of  line  to  be  disposed  of. 

7.  That  40  companies  are  now  in  the  process  of  formation. 
We  recommend : 

1.  That  the  farmers  organize  themselves  into  companies  to  take  over  the 
lines  not  already  disposed  of  as  quickly  as  possible,  under  the  plan  outlined  by 
the  Department  of  Telephones. 

2.  That  the  Department  refrain  from  removing  lines  tmtil  every  oppoi"tun- 
ity  has  been  given  to  the  farmers  to  purchase  them. 

A.  E.  MOVER, 
R.  PYE, 

J.  M.  WHEATLEY, 
H.  G.  YOUNG. 
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REPORT 

OF 

ORGANIZATION  COMMITTEE 


In  our  last  report  we  drew  your  attention  to  the  confusion  that  existed  in 
the  minds  of  our  members  as  to  the  respective  functions  of  the  C.C.F.  and 
U.F.A.  Your  committee  believes  that  the  confusion  which  then  existed  has 
been  to  a  large  extent  removed  by  the  action  of  the  C.C.F.  National  Council 
in  setting  up  its  own  office  and  staff.  The  functions  of  both  these  organizations 
although  closely  allied  should  be  clearly  defined  for  the  benefit  of  all  members 
of  this  organization.  We  again  reiterate  that  fundamentally  the  U.F.A.  mu.st 
remain  an  economic  group,  representing  the  interests  of  the  farmer  and  the 
political  wing  of  this  movement  must  only  be  regarded  as  incidental  and  de- 
signed for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  economic  interests  of  the  farmers. 
We  are  being  accused  by  our  critics  and  probably  by  some  of  our  members  for 
adhering  too  strictly  to  the  objectives  originally  enunciated  by  the  pioneers  of 
the  U.F.A.  movement  and  of  ignoring  the  ever  changing  outlook  of  the 
economic  group  to  which  we  belong.  The  last  few  years  of  this  so-called 
"depression"  have  taught  us  that  if  we  are  to  emerge  from  its  devastating 
effect,  it  will  only  be  by  greater  unity  and  cooperation.  We  should  therefore 
welcome  every  opportunity  to  weld  together  the  fragments  that  have  been 
graduallly  removed  from  this  organization  in  the  last  few  years  by  people  who 
are  advocating  economic  shibboleths  and  political  nostrums.  There  was  prob- 
ably never  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  U.F.A.  when  bold  leadership,  vision  and 
action  were  more  required  than  today.  In  view  of  this  we  recommend  the 
following: 

'  I.    That  all  officers  and  workers  of  our  organization  be  asked  to  exercise 

^  every  effort  to  encourage  and  develop  the  junior  branch  of  our  organization, 

j  In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  this  is  vital  to  the  U.F.A. 

2.    That  steps  be  taken  to  increase  funds  for  organization  purposes. 

'  3.   That  an  effort  be  made  to  place  our  paper  "The  United  Farmer"  on  a 

sounder  business  basis. 

I  4.    That  advantage  should  be  taken  of  every  opportunity  to  coordinate  the 

'  commercial  cooperative  activities  wherever  possible,  avoiding  all  unnecessary 

competition. 

j  5.    That  we  must  at  all  times  clearly  keep  in  mind   the  desirability  of 

developing  a  fully  rounded  organization  with  due  consideration  of  all  branches 
of  our  activity  and  their  relative  importance. 

J.  E.  BROWN, 
D.  MACLACHLAN, 
MRS.  M.  MALLOY. 
H.  CRITCHLOW. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

BANKING  AND  CREDIT  COMMITTEE 


Since  our  last  report  two  notable  actions  have  been  taken  by  the  Dominion 
J'arliament,  with  regard  to  our  financial  system.  Both  of  which  have  been 
rrpeatedly  urged  by  this  organization. 

THE  BANK  OF  CANADA 

While  we  do  not  appro\e  of  the  private  ownership  as  established  in  this 
new  bank,  since  the  share  capital  is  limited  to  a  comparatively  small  amount, 
and  the  earning  power  fixed  at  a  low  rate  of  interest,  we  do  not  consider  this 
feature  of  vital  importance.  We  realize  it  is  the  service  that  this  institution 
is  able  to  give  people  that  is  vital;  and  since  the  bank  and  manner  of  its 
functioning  are  subject  to  the  control  of  Parliament,  the  service  that  it  may  or 
.shall  be  able  to  give  the  people  can  always  be  determined  by  the  people's  elected 
representatives.  Therefore  we  note  with  satisfaction  this  step  towards  reclaim- 
ing a  great  social  service  so  urgently  needed  in  the  interests  of  the  people. 

DIRECT  ISSUE  OF  MONEY 

We  hear  with  pleasure  the  fact  that  the  volume  of  money  is  not  limited 
by  the  number  of  ounces  of  gold  that  we  may  be  able  to  place  or  keep  in  re- 
serve, as  instanced  by  the  fact  that  the  Treasury  Board  was  authorized  to  issue 
forty  million  dollars  of  legal  tender  Dominion  notes  without  increasing  the 
volume  of  gold  by  one  ounce,  and  without  increasing  the  national  debt,  by  the 
simple  reason  that  the  price  per  ounce  of  gold  had  risei-^  this  being  a  clear 
demonstration  of  the  fact  that  the  volume  of  gold  need  not  have  any  definite 
or  fixed  relation  to  the  amount  of  money  in  circulation. 

COMMON  OBJECTIVE 

We  realize  and  appreciate  the  efforts  of  different  groups  in  focussing  public 
thought  upon  the  necessity  of  providing  a  means  by  which  the  social  credit  of 
people  may  be  used  to  perform  the  function  of  money.  We  regret  the  urgent  \ 
need  for  an  instrument  to  perform  the  money  function  should  have  developed 
a  number  of  different  schools  of  thought,  whose  object  is  the  devising  of  a 
plan  for  the  use  of  social  credit,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  some  means  may 
be  found  through  which  these  groups  may  get  together,  and  unite  their  efforts 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  which  is  common  to  all. 

MONETARY  POLICY  AND  AGRICULTURE 

We  note  with  satisfaction  the  slight  rise  in  the  price  of  some  farm  pro- 
ducts which  we  believe  has  arisen  very  largely  through  the  inflation  of  the 
Canadian  dollar  in  comparison  to  the  pound  sterlmg.  Satisfactory  as  this  may 
seem  to  be,  we  vv'ould  like  to  issue  a  note  of  warning  against  the  continuation 
of  the  inflation  process  without  imdertaking  to  establish  a  right  relationship 
in  price  levels.  It  is  to  be  much  regretted  that  the  Dominion  Government 
thought  fit  to  hold  up  the  value  of  the  Canadian  dollar  unnecessarily  for  far 
too  long  a  time,  when  our  competitors  in  agricultural  products  such  as  Australia, 
.'\rgentine  and  Denmark,  depreciated  their  money  in  a  scientifically  controlled 
way.  Dear  money  to  Canada  meant  cheap  agricultural  products.  Our  members 
at  Ottawa  made  strong  recommendations  in  criticism  of  the  action  of  the 
Government  in  this  regard. 

In  conclusion  we  believe  there  is  cause  for  a  measure  of  satisfaction  in  the 
general  trend  of  thought  and  action  both  on  the  part  of  the  Government  and 
the  people,  which  is  progress  toward  the  goal,  which  we  have  been  seeking  and 
still  hope  to  attain,  i.e.,  a  monetary  system  which  will  serve  the  people  instead 
of  enslaving  them. 

GEO.  BEVINGTON, 

W.  SICINNER, 

J.  A.  JOHANSEN. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEE 


Another  year  has  passed  and  while  all  the  recommendations  of  last  year's 
convention  in  regard  to  education  have  not  been  put  into  effect,  we  have  in  the 
last  year  had  machinery  set  up  by  the  lyegislalin-e  which  should,  in  our  opinion, 
do  a  great  deal  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of  our  rural  education  and 
education  generally. 

Two  committees  have  been  at  work,  one  a  committee  of  the  Legislature 
for  the  complete  survey  of  rural  education  which  will  report  at  the  forthcoming 
session  of  the  Legislature  and  the  other  a  C(jmmittee  of  educationists  to  revise 
the  high  school  curriculum,  and  to  which  committees  recommendations  from  the 
LJ.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  Executives  have  been  made.  We  think  there  is  general 
agreement  that  a  new  set  up  of  the  machinery  of  education  is  required  so  far 
as  rural  education  is  concerned.  Representations  were  made  under  the  follow- 
ing heads. 

FACILITIES 

The  facilities  of  urban  centres  stand  out  in  marked  contrast  to  the  primi- 
tive conditions  still  obtaining  in  rural  districts. 

ADMINISTRATION 

It  is  our  conviction  that  the  Province  of  Alberta  must  be  organized  and 
legislation  enacted  so  as  to  place  the  responsibility  of  all  majoi  factors  in  our 
educational  system  upon  the  Provincial  Government,  allowing  such  local 
autonomy  as  will  serve  the  local  interest  in  our  institutions  and  system  and 
promote  the  maximum  of  social  efficiency. 

PERSONNEL 

Teachers  must  be  trained  to  give  to  the  children  an  education  for  the 
realities  of  life  and  that  the  remuneration  offered  and  the  security  afforded 
should  be  such  as  to  attract  to  the  teaching  profession  the  finest  of  our  citi- 
zens. 

CURRICULUM 

Pupils  of  rural  schools  should  be  judged  and  promoted  more  by  general 
proficiency  during  the  year  than  by  any  set  e-^aminations.  That  music,  manual 
training  and  physical  culture  are  all  too  frequently  neglected;  that  students 
should  be  taught  the  fact  of  social  change  and  conscious  effort  should  be  made 
all  through  the  curricula  by  general  classroom  emphasis  to  place  social  values 
before  them.  Instruction  in  the  social  sciences  is  an  imperative  necessity  of 
modern  times. 

EQUIPMENT 

Every  school  should  have  a  piano  and  athletic  equipment  in  addition  to 
swings  and  other  equipment  for  small  children ;  also  adequate  lighting  facilities. 

In  conclusion  to  the  degree  that  a  pupil  emerges  from  school  having  failed 
to  grasp  the  necessity  of  social  solidarity  and  characterized  by  acquisitive, 
competitive  impulses  and  ideas  and  seLfish  motives,  our  educational  system, 
should  be  regarded  as  having  failed.  It  is  the  considered  judgment  of  the 
board  that  the  cry  of  propaganda,  which  is  inviiriably  raised  in  this  connection, 
should  be  completely  disregarded  and  that  from  earliest  childhood  through 
the  entire  reach  of  our  educational  system,  ibe  idea  of  a  future  co-operative 
state  and  the  preparation  of  our  youth  for  life  in  such  a  state  should  be  con- 
stantly kept  in  mind. 
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FOLK  HIGH  SCHOOLS 

We  are  in  favor  of  an  early  experiment  in  Alberta  along  the  line  of  the 
Folk  High  Schools  of  Denmark  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Cameron  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Extension. 

We  would  point  out  however,  that  the  population  of  Alberta  is  scattered 
over  such  a  wide  area  that  it  would  be  unlikely  that  any  great  proportion 
thereof  would  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  educational  and  inspirational 
uplift  offered,  so  that  while  we  support  the  idea  of  the  Folk  High  School  we 
desire  also  that  such  features  of  the  plan  as  are  possible  and  desirable  in 
public  and  high  schools  should  be  embodied  therein  for  the  benefit  of  all  of 
our  youth. 

I.  V.  MACKLIN, 
MRS.  W.  ROSS. 
W.  HOPPINS, 
A.  J.  PAUL. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

CO-OPERATIVE  COMMITTEE 


Your  committee,  in  submitting  its  fourth  annual  report,  feels  that  the  time 
has  now  arrived  to  look  back  at  what  has  been  done,  and  make  an  appraisal  of 
values.  With  those  values  in  mind,  together  with  the  needs  of  the  farm  people, 
we  ought  also  to  explore  to  tlie  full,  the  possibilities  of  more  extensive  and 
intensive  organization  in  the  entire  field  of  co-operation. 

It  is  not  yet  four  years  since  the  1931  Annual  Convention  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta  and  the  succeeding  Board  and  Executive  meetings  laid  upon 
a  small  committee  of  three,  the  responsibility  of  organizing  the  Province  of 
Alberta  for  the  purchasing  of  bulk  farm  supplies  on  the  plan  set  out  in  the 
preceding  year  by  the  Coronation  Constituency  Association. 

The  Committee  was  given  no  capital  and  was  definitely  instructed  not  to 
attempt  to  raise  capital.  To  make  any  capital  expenditure  was  regarded  as 
dangerous  and  policy  was  definitely  shaped  with  the  purpose  of  discouraging 
farmer  members  inclined  in  that  direction.  The  principles  of  operation  were 
summed  up  in  the  phrase  "pooling  purchasing  power."  Three  good  tools  were 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee  by  which  to  build  the  structure  of 
co-operation  : 

1.  The  use  of  U.F.A.  Central  Office  and  its  staff. 

2.  Publicity  in  the  official  organ  of  the  Association,  then  "Tlie  U.F.A.,'' 
now  "The  United  Farmer." 

3.  The  machinery  of  the  locals  and  district  associations. 

With  these  we  commenced  negotiations  with  manufacturers  and  distributors 
and  at  the  same  time  we  launched  our  appeal  to  the  farm  people  on  the  plat- 
form, through  our  paper,  and  over  the  air. 
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Twenty  areas,  in  addition  to  the  original  association  at  Coronation  have 
now  boen  organized.    The  map  of  Alberta  reproduced  on  page  7  of  the  Decem- 
ber 7tii  issue  of  "Tlie  United  Farmer,"  shows  that  in  this  the  fourth  year  of  , 
our  work,  we  have  extended  co-operative  buying  over  a  large  proportion  of.| 
the  settled  areas  of  the  province.  I 

We  arc  proud  to  be  able  to  record,  particularly  in  view  of  disastrous 
conditions  in  the  economic  life  of  agriculture  and  business,  and  in  addition, 
large  areas  of  serious  crop  failure,  that  no  major  blunders  have  been  made. 
A  few  experiments  ni  capital  investment  have  been  undertaken  here  and  there, 
though  always  discouraged  by  your  Committee  and  Central  Office  when  con- 
sulted. None  have  yet  involved  serious  losses — a  condition  which  we  ascribe 
in  part  to  the  deterrent  effect  of  our  policy  and  the  example  of  our  more 
successful  associations. 

More  positively  speaking,  we  feel  that  there  are  grounds  for  congratula- 
tion that  we  have  so  many  locals  of  our  association  engaged  in  this  very  practical 
and  worthwhile  effort,  providing  their  members  vv'ith  some  of  the  major  sup- 
plies of  the  farm  at  a  saving,  and  building  up  the  machinery  of  their  organiza- 
tion for  future  use. 

We  have  succeeded  in  merchandizing  goods  of  first  class  quality ;  estab- 
lished connections  which  have  given  us  good  service ;  influenced  price  levels 
favorably  to  the  benefit  of  the  entire  farming  community  as  well  as  of  our' 
own  members  and  returned  considerable  sums  in  patronage  dividends  to  our 
member  locals.  Our  influence  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  several  critical 
situations  in  the  interests  of  the  farmer  as  consumer.  In  addition  we  have 
developed  considerable  technique  in  merchandising  and  created  a  piece  of 
machinery  that  can  be  used  to  greatly  multiply  the  effectiveness  of  the  organized 

farmer  in  this  field.  ^ 

■  ilruii? 

The  older  member  units  among  the  constituency  and  district  co-operatives  jptrat 
have  made  phenomenal  progress  in  the  past  three  or  four  years,  especially  con- 
sidering that  several  of  them  have  been  involved  in  drought  and  crop  failure. 
Should  crop  conditions  improve  we  look  for  a  marked  increase  in  co-operative 
buying  in  those  areas.  One  of  them  handled  $67,000  worth  of  business  in  the 
last  fiscal  year.  Two  or  three  of  the  smaller  units  have  achieved  gratifying 
success  this  year.  In  one  case  the  association,  though  consisting  of  only  a  few 
locals,  handled  eleven  cars  of  coal,  four  of  fruit,  two  of  salt,  one  of  twine  and 
three  of  potatoes,  as  well  as  shipments  of  fuel  and  lubricating  oils  and  other 
commodities. 


Co-iii» 

Ml 
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The  increased  activity  of  individual  locals  indicates  added  interest  in  co 
operative  elTort.    In  this,  no  doubt,  we  are  reaping  the  fruit  of  educational  ipetitn 
work.    There  is  evidence  that  the  members  of  these  locals  have  come  to  realize  rfi 
tlie  fact  that  Central  Office  can  serve  them  in  an  efficient  and  economical  man- 
ner in  this  as  in  other  activities.    Efforts  will  be  made  to  interest  other  locals 
situated  near  to  those  and  where  possible  to  organize  them  into  district  co- 


operatives which  will  make  it  ])ossible  for  them  to  purchase  a  greater  variety  'lo'l* 
and  larger  shipments  of  goods.  One  hundred  and  sixty-five  locals  have  done  'I'lisl 
some  co-operative  buying  during  the  year,  in  addition  to  those  locals  which  are  I  brk 
member  units  of  some  Coiistituency  or  district  association.  This  is  an  increase 
of  thirty-four  locals  over  the  year  1933.  The  locals  which  have  purchased 
tarlots  of  various  commodities  are  sjiread  all  the  way  from  the  Peace  River 
district  in  the  North,  to  Barons  in  the  South,  and  as  far  East  as  Schuler. 

A  number  of  co-operative  stores  are  now  using,  to  some  extent,  the  facilities 
of  the  U.F.Ai  Central.  We  are  endeavoring  to  strengthen  this  connection  in 
the  hope  that  these  scattered  stores  may  gi\-e  to  the  farm  people  wdio  created 
them,  even  greater  service  than  they  ha\c  done  in  the  past. 

The  fiscal  year  of  the  Association  ends  March  31st.    To  conform  with  the 

report-  given  to  the   Tg34  convention  and  give  information  more  up-to-date, 

we  present  the   following  consolidated  financird   stalenunt  for  the  calendar 
year  1934. 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

U.F.A.  CENTRAL  CO-OPERATIVE  ASSOCIATION,  LTD. 

December  31st,  1934. 

Assets   '  $  2,204.17 

Liabilities    1,107.35 

Surplus  Assets    $  1,096.82 

Revenue    17,426.15 

Expenditure    4,678.77 

Siu-plus  for  Year   $  12,747.38 


SURPLUS  ACCOUNT 


As  at  December  31st,  1933  

Adjustment  1933  Commissions 


4  1,597-02 
231.87 


1,365.15 

Surplus  for  Year  as  above   12,747.38 


Allocations  to  U.l"..\.   $3,500.00 

Grants  and  Dividends  9, 51571 


I'ndi\ided  Surplus  Dec.  31,  1934 


$  14,112.53 


13,01571 
$  1,096.82 


Your  Committee  is  of  tlie  firm  conviction  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  a 
trong  and  sustained  drive  to  increase  the  membership  and  power  of  our  co- 
)perative  enterprises.  We  should  remember  that  the  ecfjuomic  phases  of  our 
vork  are  not  the  least  among  the  activities  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta, 
o-operativc  philosophy  should  be  expounded  and  taught  to  all  sections  of  the 
Mbcrta  communit\'.  The  essential  purpose,  the  immediate  aims  and  the  ultimate 
jurposc  of  our  marketing  pools  should  be  stressed  in  and  out  of  season.  Co- 
>perative  pooling  of  fa.rm  products  and  the  co-operative  buying  of  farm  supplies 
li  e  complementary'  i>arts  of  the  solution  to  the  problem  of  equating  purchasing 
lower  to  the  limited  extent  to  which  that  problem  can  find  any  solution  within 
he  capitalist  system. 

To  carr}-  on  successful  organization  along  these  two  lines  will  first  assist 
n  maintaining  standards  of  living  for  the  farm  people  under  our  present  com- 
petitive economy ;  second  develop  our  people  in  the  principles  and  technique 
if  co-operation ;  and  finally  establish  economic  machinery  ready  to  function  in 
:he  transition  to  a  co-operative  economy. 

We  strongly  urge  that  the  Board  and  Convention  give  a  prominent  place 
to  these  phases  of  U.F.A.  activity  and  that,  the  election  activities  of  1935  not- 
withstanding, the  personnel  and  machinery  of  the  organization  be  whole- 
leartedly  enlisted  to  perfect  the  work  the  foundations  of  which  have  been  so 
well  and  so  extensiveh'  laid. 

Co-operative  Committee : 

NORMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY, 
GEO.  E.  CHURCH, 
H.  B.  MacLEOD. 
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Thf  last  Annual  Convention  of  the  Association  instructed  tlic  lioard  to 
endeavor  to  issue  '"The  U.F.A."  as  a  weekly  newspaper.  Acting  upon  these 
instructions  the  Board  authorized  the  Executive  to  proceed  with  investigations 
into  the  possibility  of  such  weekly  pulilicai-nn.  Several  weeks  were  spent  in 
an  exhaustive  iuqiiiry  into  the  matter,  a  [>r(ipnsal  from  an  Edmonton  publisher 
was  considered  at  length,  and  figures  were  .also  obtained  from  a  number  of 
Calgar}-  "printers.  Every  aspect  of  the  problem  was  iii\ estigated  by  the  K.kccu- 
ti\'e  in  detail. 

The  Edmonton  proposal  wovUd  have  involved  the  publication  o'l  a  paper 
oxer  which  the  Association  would  have  had  no  efitctive  control  except  as  to 
the  material  appearing  in  a  small  section  of  the  paper.  Having  regard  to  the 
necessity  of  retainmg  full  control  in  the  hands  of  the  Association  and  also 
Id  the  desirability  of  the  editorial  otftces  of  the  newspaper  being  in  close 
contact  with  the  Central  Office  of  the  Association,  in  order  that  there  might 
he  proper  supervision  of  the  paper  by  your  officers  and  co-ordination  of  the 
\\')rk  of  the  paper  with  that  of  the  .Association,  and  to  the  further  fact  that  a 
considerable  increase  in  outlay  would  ha\  e  been  necessary  to  meet  the  conditions 
(if  publication  in  Edmonton,  it  was  not  found  feasible  to  adopt  the  proposal.  A 
contract  was  accordingly  entered  into  with  a  Calgary  publislier  for  the  issuing 
111"  a  weekly  under  the  undivided  control  of  our  Association.  Under  the  title 
of  "The  United  Farmer,"  the  first  issue  of  this  newspaper  appeared  on  Max- 
J3th,  and  publication  has  since  been  continued. 

It  was  the  expressed  wish  of  the  Con\ention  that  the  weekly-  for  which 
they  asked  should  give  news  of  the  day.  The  desirability  of  publishing  a 
paper  which  would  appeal  to  the  widest  circle  of  readers — not  only  those  w^ho 
are  most  deeply  interested  in  the  work  of  our  movement,  but  also  to  others 
whose  interest  might  be  aroused,  and  to  the  young  people  on  the  farms — was 
considered.  On  this  ground  a  radical  change  was  made  in  the  character  of 
ilie  publication. 

In  addition  to  a  summary  of  news  of  the  week,  news  features  including 
foreign  news  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  of  our  daily  papers,  have  been 
added.  We  have  also  provided  a  news  picture  service,  as  well  as  other  illustra- 
tions, and  have  added  various  special  features. 

No  pro^•ision  was  made  by  the  last  Convention  to  meet  the  increased  ex- 
penditure necessitated  by  the  change  from  a  monthly  mainly  devoted  to  educa- 
tional articles,  to  a  general  weekly  newspaper.  The  problem  of  financing  the 
new  undertaking  was  therefore  a  most  difficult  one.  We  may  state  that  the  cost 
of  publication  has  been  less  and  the  revenue  somewhat  greater  than  the  amounts  ' 
estunated  in  May  when  publication  began.  As  had  been  anticipated,  however, 
we  ended  the  year  with  a  substantial  deficit.  1^ 

Although  no  appeal  for  special  funds  was  made,  subscriptions  towards  the 
cost  of  establishing  the  paper  began  to  come  in  during  the  spring,  and  since 
that  time  many  Locals,  and  a  considerable  number  of  Constituency  and  District  i 
.Associations  as  well  as  many  individuals,  have  upon  their  own  initiative  sent 
in  various  sums  of  money  from  time  to  time.  In  some  districts  concerts  and 
entertainments  have  been  organized  to  raise  funds  for  the  paper.  This  un- 
solicited  support  has  been  much  appreciated.  The  total  sinn  subscribeil  to  date 
is  $845.61. 

Among  the  members  of  the  Associatimi  there  is  no  doubt  a  wide  divergence 
of  opinion  as  to  what  kind  of  publication  can  best  meet  our  needs.  From  some 
quarters  we  are  advised  that  more  educational  matter  is  desired.  From  others 
we  meet  with  a  demand  for  more  news  and  a  still  greate;  diversity  of  general  ( 
features.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  strike  a  balance,  having  in  \'iew  the 
facl  tliat  no  publication  which  fails  to  command  the  interest  of  a  great  diversity 
of  readers  can  be  of  value  in  the  long  run.  We  think  it  can  be  confidently 
stated  that  such  educational  matter  as  we  can  find  space  for  in  the  weekl}- 
paper  is  more  generally  read  than  was  the  educational  matter  printed  in  "The 
U.F.A."  wdien  education  was  regarded  as  the  almost  exclusive  function  of  the 
official  organ  of  the  mo\-ement.    If  this  be  the  case,  then  we  arc  warranted  in 


assuming  that  the  inlliiencc  of  the  paper  has  been  increased  by  the  change  in 
iorm. 

Another  consideration  which  has  been  given  weight  is  the  fact  that  large 
numbers  of  farmers  no  longer  take  the  daily  newspapers.  Unless  we  en- 
deavor to  provide  a  good  news  ser\ice,  within  the  necessarj'  limits  of  our 
sixteen  pages,  many  farm  families  will  be  entirely  lacking  in  news  of  the  day, 
or,  if  the>'  have  radio  sets,  will  depend  for  it  entirely  upon  broadcasting 
stations. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  worth  while  to  point  out  that  the  space  provided  in  our 
Mxteen  pages  is  very  much  less  than  the  volume  of  material,  both  education 
and  news  material  aTid  special  services,  including  pictures,  that  is  readily 
available.  To  put  it  plainly,  the  problem  of  every  issue  is  the  problem  of  try- 
ing to  get  a  gallon  into  a  pint  pot.  But  in  general  it  has  been  thought  better, 
in  the  readers'  interest,  to  print  a  large  number  of  brief  articles  rather  than  a 
few  long  ones.  The  use  of  lengthly  educational  articles  so  long  as  we  remain 
at  our  present  size,  would  render  it  quite  im-possible  to  give  more  than  the 
barest  outline  of  the  news  of  the  day.  In  fact  if  such  articles  w-ere  used  exten- 
sively the  weekly  would  cease  to  be  a  newspaper.  ]{\'ery  article,  brief  or  long, 
that  goes  into  the  paper,  keeps  out  something  else  which  may  also  be  of  value. 
If  a  reader  wants  more  space  to  be  given  to  economics  and  propaganda  he  must 
be  Cf)ntent  with  less  news  and  fewer  pictures — and  vice  versa. 

We  would  point  out  that  "The  United  Farmer"  is  the  only  newspaper 
ill  the  Province  apart  from  a  number  of  the  weeklies  published  in 
j  the  larger  and  smaller  towns,  in  which  it  is  possible  to  depend  upon  the  record 
of  our  Government,  of  our  Federal  activities  and  of  the  movement  as  a  whole, 
being  fairly  presented  at  all  times.  It  has  been  possible,  through  its  columns, 
to  dispose  of  many  sedulously  circulated  falsehoods,  and  to  answer  misrepre- 
sentation. In  consequence  we  believe  that  the  record  of  high  efficiency  and 
competent  and  honest  service  of  our  Farmer  Government  has  become  more 
widely  known  and  appreciated  throughout  the  Province. 

We  would  also  i)oint  out  that  the  brighter  and  more  attractive  the  paper 
is,  the  more  likely  it  is  to  appeal  to  advertisers,  who  furnish  a  large  proportion 
nf  our  revenue.  Comic  strips,  humor,  and  variety  of  reading  matter,  also 
Increase  the  paper's  diawing  power  from  an  advertiser's  standpoint.  We  cannot 
survive  under  present  conditions  without  advertising  support,  and  any  paper 
which  appears  dull  to  the  average  reader,  even  though  it  is  filled  with  matter 
of  literarj'  and  educational  value,  is  likely  to  have  a  much  harder  fight  for 
survival  than  a  paper  which  makes  a  wide  appeal. 

A  larger  circulation  of  the  paper  is  highly  desirable  from  every  point  of 
view — not  only  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  influence  of  the  organization,  but  to 
assist  in  the  financing  of  publication.  Added  circulation  does  this  both  directly 
and  indirectly,  by  making  the  advertising  service  more  readily  saleable. 

.-V  great  deal  of  \aluable  work  has  been  given  by  officers  and  members  of 
the  Association,  in  securing  new  members  and  subscribers ;  many  thousands 
have  been  added  to  the  paid  subscription  list  in  this  wa\'.  Still,  the  number 
fell  short  of  what  was  desired ;  so,  late  in  November  a  circulation  puzzle  contest 
was  begun.    This  is  now  in  progress,  and  will  be  continued  for  some  weeks. 

One  special  issue,  the  Christmas  Number,  enlarged  to  24  pages,  has  been 
published  during  the  year.  If  .this  could  be  the  regular  size,  the  value  of  the 
paper  from  every  slandnoint  would  we  believe  be  more  than  doubled.  P>ut  en- 
largement is  out  of  the  question  until  we  can  first  arrange  to  meet  the  cfist  of 
publication  in  our  present  size. 

Executive  Committee: 

ROBERT  GARDINER, 
NORMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY, 

I'.I.I-.NORE  PRICE, 
J.  K,  SUTHERLAND, 
GEO.  E.  CHURCH, 

T.  E.  P.ROWN. 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  TV7ENTY-SEVENTH  AKNUAL  CONVENTION 
UNITED  FARMERS  OF  ALBERTA, 

held  in  the 
GENTR/iL  UNITED  CHURCH,  GALGaRY, 
 JANUARY  15-18  inc.  1955  

The  Twenty-Seventh  Annual  Convention  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  >^lberta  opened  at  10:00  with  President  Gardiner 
in  the  chair. 

After  the  srging  of  0  Canada  by  the  Convention, 
Rev,  J, E, Todd  pronounced  the  invocation, 

Lt.  Governor  Walsh  opened  the  convention  and  was 
follwed  by  Mayor  Andrew  Davison  who  welcomed  the  delegates 
to  the  city, 

Hon„  R.G.Reid  brought  greetings  from  the  Government, 

ELECTION  OF  CHAISMAN.     President  Gardiner  was  elected  chair- 
man of  the  convention  and  chose  as  his  assistants,  Messrs, 
E^J.Garland,  M.P.,  H,CritGhlov/  and  A.P.Shuttleworth, 

iiPlOIKTMEL\  T  OF  COmilTTEES.  The  following  slate  of  convention 
Goramittees  v/as  read  as  follows: 

Order  of  Business    Resolutions     Credentials  Entertainment 
J.A.Johansen  V/, Skinner        J.E.Brown  D.MacLachlan 

Geo,  Bevington  I  .V.Macklin    A.E.Moyer  A, J", Paul 

G.E. Church  R.Pye  H.G.Young 

Ushering 
J.M,  Wheatley 
W,HoppiiiS- 
A.J.Paul 
H.G.Young 

The  program  was  broadcast  over  CFCN  from  10:56  until 
12:00  noon. 

ANNqsL  A.JDRBoS  BY  PRESIDENT*     President  Gardiner  gave  his 
annual  address. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  report  be 
adopted  as  read, 

ANNUAL  ADDRESS  PRESIDENT  U.F,V/.A,  The  President  of  the 
U,F.V/,A,  Mi^  R.Price,  read  her  annual  report. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  adopted, 

(Carried. 

ivNNUAL  ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  JUNIOR  BEANGH.  Mr, 
V/ilfred  Hoppins,  President  of  the  JunScor  Branch,  gave  his 
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annual  report. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  adopted. 

Carried, 

Meeting  adjourned, 

TUESDAY  AFTERIIOQN 

Mr,  Gritchlow  in  the  chair, 

REPORT  OF  BO^RD  OF  DIRECTORS,     Read  by  Mr,  Priestley.  Rej.^ort 
adopted  as  read, 

EIEaNGIAL  STi^TEIvIENTS  (United  Farmers  of  Alberta)  Statement 
v/as  read  by  Wm,  Robertson,  G,A,,  -auditor,   and  after  several 
questions  had  been  answered  was  adopted. 

The  United  Farmer,     The  auditor  read  the  financial  statement 
for  the  United  Farmer  and  answered  several  questions  from 
the  delegates.     It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  the 
report  be  adopted. 

On  behalf  of  the  Order  of  Business  Committee  Mr, 
Johansen  moved  that  Provincial  and  Federal  Members  and  the 
Editor  of  the  United  Farmer  be  given  the  privilege  of  the 
floor.     Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  that  any  member  of  the  U,F,A,  be  given  the 
privilege  of  the  floor  on  social  credit.     Seconded,  Lost, 

Moved  that  the  directors  of  the  Wheat  Pool  be  given 
the  privilege  of  the  floor.  Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  directors  of  the  United 
Grain  Growers  also  be  given  the  privilege  of  the  floor. 
Seconded , 

Motion  as  amended  lost. 

Moved  that  Yte  proceed  with  the  discussion  on  Social 
Credit  at  3:30  or  before  if  it  was  convenient  for  the  U,F.V/,a, 
delegates.     Seconded  and  Carried, 

143.  CONSTITUTIOIm'aL  ^^MENDMENT  (Board  Resolution),  Resolved, 
that  Section  6,  Subsection  6,  par.  2  of  the  U,F,A,  Constitution 
be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "the  secretary  shall 
estimate  the  correct  Pool  Rate  and  shall  pay  to  all  those  whose 
total  fare  is  gre  ter  than  the  Pool  Rate,  the  difference  between 
the  Pool  Rate  and  the  fare  paid"  and  substitute  the  following: 

"Immediately  the  delegates  are  all  registered  the 
Credentials  Committee  shall  then  determine  the  rate," 

Moved  by  I,V,Macklin  and  seconded. 
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Moved  and  seconded  that  constitutional  amendments  be 
tabled  as  .the  U.F,V/.A.  delegates  were  ncw  present,  and  proceed 
with  the  Social  Credit  resolutions.  Carried, 


190.  SOCIiiL  CREDIT  (Hilda  Local)  also  covering  #20).  V/hereas, 
the  present  financial  system  has  failed  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  modern  civilization; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  a  system  of  ^^ocial 
Credit  as  outlined         Mr.  Wm.  Aberhart,  of  Calgary,  be  put 
as  a  plank  in  the  U.F.A.  Provincial  platform,  to  be  brought 
before  the  electorate  at  the  next  provincial  election. 

Moved  by    Mr.  Milner,  Devonia  Lake  Local,  seconded 
by  Perd  Mueller  of  Hussar, 

Moved  that  we  limit  speakers  to  five  minutes. 

Moved  that  v/e  take  Resolution  14  as  a  substitute 
motion  and  that  the  following  be  added  "and  that  all  U,F,A. 
igandidates  be  pledged  to  institute  a  social  credit  system  in 
Alberta  with  basic  dividends  and  a  just  price  as  part  of  the 
system  in  Alberta  if  they  are  a  majority  in  the  Legislature. 
Seconded  by  Mr.  Birtwistle  of  Bray  Lakes.     After  it  had  been 
explained  vi^hy  resolution  190  had  taken  precedence  over  res- 
olution 14,  the  motion  to  amend  was  lost. 

Then  followed  a  discussion  on  Social  Credit  v/hich 
lasted  until  adjournment  at  6:00,     The  following  took  part  in 
the  discussion,  Mr,  Wager,  Federal,  Col,  Robinson,  Calgary; 
A,P  .i^huttleworth,  Balzac;  Mr,  Flamme ,  Bow  Island;  Mr,  Berg, 
Cereal;  Mr,  Fick,  Brownfield;  Max  Bruner,  Shepard;  Mr.  Christie, 
Eckville;  J.M.  V/heatley,  Chancellor;  E.A.Hanson,  Big  Valley; 
A,Rafn,  Bon  i^ccord;  H, Sears,  Nanton;  J.A ,  Johansen ,  Woolford; 
H.E.Spencer,  Edgerton;  A.Lunt.n,  Fort  Saskatchewan;  Mr.  Pratt, 
IT.F.- ries tley ,  Mrs.  Dowdell,  Millet  and  others, 

Mr.  Flamme  moved  in  amendment  that  we  delete  the 
words  "system  of"  in  the  first  line  of  the  implementing  clause. 
S  econded. 

Amendment  lost. 

The  chairman  announced  that  Mr,  McCrae  Newman  would 
address  the  convention  from  8  to  9  and  G.G-.Coote,  M.P.  from 
9  on  a nd  that  Mr.  Coote's  address  would  be  broadcast. 

Moved  E.A.Hanson,  that  we  postpone  further  discussion 
of  the  Douglas  System  until  tomorrow  morning.  Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  Young,   that  the  discussion 
be  continued  tonight.     No  seconder. 
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Mr,  Irvine  moved  that  if  the  discussion  is  to  be 
continued  someone  should  state  if  there  is  an  Aberhart  scheme 
and  if  so  what  it  is.     Seconded  and  carried. 


Moved  that  v/e  ask  Mr,  Aberhart  to  attend  the  morning 
session.  Seconded, 

Moved  that  Mr,  Manning  be  asked  to  attend  if  Mr, 
Aberhart  is  unable  to  attend.  Seconded. 

Moved  as  a  substitute  motion  by  Mr,  Macklin,   that  we 
hear  Mr,  Aberhart  tonight  after  the  other  speakers  have  finished. 
Seconded  by  Mr,  •^'•ntonson, 

Mrs,  Dowdell,  Millet,   stated  that  as  Mr,  Aberhart  ha.d 
said  he  would  have  a  candidate  in  every  riding  in  the  province, 
if  we  let  him  speak  at  our  convention,  v/e  should  let  every,  other 
party  set  forth  their  views. 

Substitute  motion  lost. 

Original  motion  carried. 

Moved  that  Mr,  Aberhart  be  asked  to  address  the 
conventionat  nine.  Seconded, 

Moved  in  amendment  that  we  ask  Mr,  i:v-berhart  to  address 
the  convention  when  it  is  convenient.    No  t  econder. 

Motion  carried. 


Motion  to  adjourn.     Seconded  and  carried, 

TUESDAY  EVENING 


At  the  conclusion  of  the  musical  program  Rev,  J.E.Todd, 
addressed  the  convention  for  five  minutes, 

MCGRAE  KEWMAN,  Western  Secretary  Canadian  Society  of  Technocracy, 
gave  an  address  which  was  well  received  by  the  delegates.  At 
the  conclusion  he  answered  questions  from,  the  delq^tes. 


G.Cz,  GOOTE,  M.P,  Mr,  Coote  addressed  the  convention  at  the 
close  of  Mr,  Newman's  talk.     He  was  given  a  haarty  r eception , 

Mr.  Coote  also  answered  various  questions. 

Mr,  Coote' s  address  and  the  question  period  was 
broadcast, 

COLLECTION,    A  collection  was  taken  at  this  time  to  help 

defray  the  expenses  of  the  broadcasting  and  amounted  to  $118,57, 

Mr,  Priestley  made  some  announcements  and  drew  the  atten- 
tion of  the  delegates  to  the  rdstaurants,  etc,  which  had 
contributed  to  a  fund  for  convention  ex  enses  and  asked  that  the 
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delegates  patronize  them  as  much  as  possible. 

Motion  to  adjourn  was  seconded  and  carried  at  11:05, 

Mr,  G-arland  in  the  chair, 

RESQLUTIOE  190,    As  Mr.  Aberhart  X'J-..  s  present  he  was  asked  to 
address  the  delegates  on  his  social  credit  plan. 

Moved  by  Mr,  Wager,   that  Mr,  Aberhart  be  allowed  one 
hour  for  his  address. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr,  Priestley  that  Mr,  Aberhart 
be  given  an  hour  and  a  half  and  that  at  the  close  of  his 
address  there  be  a  question  period  covering  the  whole  morning 
if  necessary. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

At  the  close  of  Mr,  Aberhart' s  address,  Mr,  Smith 
corrected  a  statement  made  by  Mr,  Aberhart  re  the  63  members 
of  the  Legislature  not  being  in  favor  of  Social  Credit, 

On  point  of  privilege  Mr,  Priestley  advised  the 
delegates  that  it  was  now  12  and  according  to  the  'Constitution 
nominations  for  president  should  be  proceeded  with, 

Mr,  Priestley  explained  the  situation  of  his  meeting 
Mr,  Aberhart  in  Edmonton  at  the  time  of  the  cohference  v/ith 
Major  Douglas,  stating  that  Mr,  Aberhart* s  statement  was  not 
correct , 

Moved  Col.  -tiobinson    that  we  express  our  appreciation 
•^o  Mr,  Aberhart  for  coming  to  the  convention  and  giving  us 
information  re  his  social  credit  scheme.     Seconded  and  carried 
with  applause, 

Mr,  Irvine  expressed  the  hope  that  Mr,  Aberhart  would 
see  his  way  to  attend  the  afternoon  session  and  hear  the  debate 
on  the  other  side. 

Moved  young  and  seconded,  that  we  resume  discussion 
on  this  subject  at  2  o'clock. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  J, E, Cook,  that  we  take  up  other 
business.     No  seconder, 

NQMIKATIGNS  FOR  PRESIDENT,    nominations  for  present  were  now 
declared  in  order. 

The  following  were  nominated: 

R.G&rdiner,  H,®. MacLeod,  Donald  Cameron,  Sr, ,  N.P.Pries tley, 
R.M.McCool,  Greo.  Bevington  and  Col,  C .\7, Robinson,    All  withdrev/ 
with  the  exception  of  Mr,  Gardiner  v/ho  was  declared  elected  by 


-121- 


acclamat  ion • 

On  coming  to  the  platform,  Mr,  Gardiner  was  greeted 
with  hearty  applause.     He  briefly  thanked  the  delegates  for  the 
honor  they  had  done  him  and  assured  them  he  v/ould  do  everything 
in  his  power  in  the  interests  of  the  Organization, 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  we  do  now  adjourn, 

WEDNESDAY  iiffTERIJOON 

Mr,  Garland  in  the  chair, 

DOMINATIONS  POR  VIGE/PRBSIDENT.     The  following  were  nominated  - 
E Priestley,  M.H,Ward,  R.M.McCool,  A.B.Wood,    As  Mr,  Wood 
r.as  not  present  his  name  was  withdrawn,     Messrs.  V/ard  and 
LIcGool  withdrev/  leaving  Mr.  Priestley  elected  Vice-President 
by  acclamation.     This  was  received  with  applause. 

Answering  a  question  from  one  of  the  delegates  Mr. 
Priestley  stated  that  the  Go-operative  Committee  v/as  appointed 
by  the  U,F#A.  Executive  and  was  responsible  to  that  Board, 


,     Mr,  I 

rs  should  V 


SOCIAL  CREDIT,    Discussion  was  resumed  on  this  subject 
Wager  suggested  that  the  Federal  and    provincial  Member 
be  asked  to  speak  on  this  resolution  so  that  we  could  get  to 
the  point, 

Mov^^d  that  the  vote  be  taken  immediately.    No  seconder, 

Hrs,  R.Fraser  moved  that  we  hear  one  of  our  leaders 
on  the  question.     Seconded  by  Gus  Roose  and  carried, 

Mr,  Wm,  Irvine,  M,P,  therefore  addressed  the  delegates 
and  was  enthusiastically  received, 

Mr,  Frick  rose  to  a  point  of  order  which  was  ruled  out 
by  the.  chairman, 

Mr,  Edv.ards  moved  that  resolution  190  be  tabled.  This 
v;as  declared  out  of  order. 

Previous  question  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

Agreed  to  ask  the  U,F»W,A,  to  take  the  vote  on  resolution 
190  immediately, 

A,P,Shuttleworth  moved  that  we  suspend  action  on  this 
resolution  until  we  hear  from  President  Gardiner,  Seconded, 

Mr,  G»Roose  moved  that  as  many  of  our  delegates  had 
stated  they  would  support  the  Aberh?  rt  plan  unleeis  a  better  system 
was  offered,  that  we  hear  from  Mr,  Gardiner  now.     Seconded  and 
carried , 
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Mr,  G-ardiner  therefore  addressed  the  convention  and 
v.-as  given  hearty  applause. 

On  the  vote  being  put  the  resolution  was  lost  by  a  large 
majority.     In  the  U,FrW,A,  the  vote  was  3  for,  90  against,   

J,K,  SUTHERLAND «     Mr,  Lunan  moved  that  the  deleg--  tes  request 
the  Central  Board  to  convey  to  Mr,  J.K.Sutherland,  our  sincere 
sympathy  for  him  in  his  sickness  throughout  the  past  year  and 
also  our  congratulations  on  the  last  report  that  he  w&s  on  the 
^ay  to  recovery. 

Seconded  and  carried, 

^  C  — 
149  -  MONETARY  AND  CREDIT  POLICY  -  (covering  also  108)  Board 
Resolution)  Whereas,  constitutional  authority  over  the  monetary 
machinery  of  Canada  rests  with  the  Dominion  Government,  and 

Whereas,  monopoly  of  the  authority  to  issue  substitutes 
for  money  has  already  been  delegated  to  banking  institutions  so 
that  the  issue  by  any  other  body  of  any  instrument  intended  to 
circulate  as  money  or  to  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  money  is  an 
infringement  of  the  privileges  granted  to  the  banks  under  section 
138  of  the  Bank  Act; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that        demand  the  o^-'tional- 
ization  or  socialmtion  of  currency  and  financial  credit  as  the 
first  step  necessary  for  the  development  of  any  plan  or  system 
for  the  use  of  social  credit.     In  order  to  attain  this  end 


Be  it  further  resolved, 


1,  That  the  Government  of  Canada  shall  issue  and  control 
all  instruments  used  in  the  monetary  system  without  regard  to 
gold. 

2,  That  these  instruments  be  made  available  for  the 
use  of  the  people  without  the  creation  of  interest-bearing 
debts  and  at  the  cost  of  the  service  only. 

3,  That  they  be  issued  in  volume  sufficient  to  meet 
requirements  and  maintain  a  satisfactory  price  level  of  all 
goods  and  services  to  be  exchanged. 

Moved  by  Mr,  Bevington  and  seconded, 

Mr.  Priestley  spoke  to  the  resolution  and  explained 
why  the  Board  had  drawn  up  this  resolution  and  answered  several 
questions  from  the  delegates, 

Alfred  Speakman,  M.P.  also  spoke  in  support  of  the 
resolution,  


Resolution  carried. 
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U,g.Vv.A,  PRESIDENT.     The  cViairman  announced  that  Mrs.  R.Price 
had  been  elected  president  of  the  U.F.W.A.  by  acclainat ion . 

188  IMIEDIATE  RELIEF.   (Board  Resolution)  V/hereaa,  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  distress  in  Alberta  on  account  of  the  breakdown 
of  the  economic  machinery  of  capitalism,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  v/idespread  fear  that  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  of  Canada  will  not  meet  the  needs  at  an 
early  date,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  a  widespread  belief  that  it  lies 
within  the  power  of  the  Grovernment  of  Alberta  to  meet  the  need 
of  our  people  for  purchasing  power;; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  we,  the  United  Farmers 
of  iilberta  in  annual  convention  assembled  call  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  iilberta  to  take  drastic  action  to  this  end  by  any  or  all 
the  following  means: 

1.  By  mobilizing  the  man-power  at  present  unemployed  for 
the  development  of  such  industries  as  can  be  rapidly  established 
in  the  province. 

2.  ¥y  launching  upon  a  comprehensive  program  of  public 

works • 

3.  By  examining  the  whole  structure  of  agricultural 
and  industrial  production  and  commercial  and  other  services 
with  a  view  to  bringing  them  into  line  with  the  needs  of  the 
community  as  rapidly  as  pot-  sible,  producing  a  greater  volume 
of  consumption  goods  for  our  own  use  and  exchange  for  other 
commodities  which  are  produced  elsewhere. 

4.  By  a  substantial  horizontal  cut  on  all  private 

debts. 

5.  By  issue  of  tax  warrants  or  other  instruments 
which  do  not  conflict  with  the  terms  of  Section  138  of  the 
Bank  Act,  which  will  expedite  exchange  of  goods  and  services. 

Moved  Mr.  Frick,  seconded  by  Mr.  Macklin.  The 
resolution  was  explained  clause  by  clause.  Considerable 
discussion  took  place. 

Moved  Thos.  Partridge  that  the  whole  resolution  be 
incorporated  in  the  Platform.  Seconded, 

On  point  of  order  Mr,  -^ntonson  pointed  out  the 
resolution  was  out  of  order.     The  chair  agreed, 

Mr.  Birtv/istae  moved  on  point  of  order  that  Mr.  Wager 
was  out  of  order  in  his  remarks.    Chair  disagreed. 
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Moved  Antonson  and  seconded,  that  the  question  be  put. 

Carried, 

Motion  carried  with  only  2  or  3  dissenting  votes, 

V/EDNESmY  EVENING 

At  7:55  Rev.  Js,  McNeill  addressed  the  delegates  for 
five  minutes, 

HON,  J.R,  LOVE,  Provincial  Treasurer  folloY/ed  Mr.  McNeill  and 
apoke  for  an  hour  on  the  U,F,A,  administration  and  provincial 
finances,  etc.     Mr,  Love's  address  was  broadcast  over  GFCN, 

Moved  by  Mr,  E, A, Hanson,   seconded,  that  the  thanks  of 
the  convention  be  extended  to  Hon,  J, R, Love  for  his  very  in- 
teresting address.     Carried  with  applause, 

Mr,  Gritchlow  in  the  chair, 

145  GQNSTITUTIQNiiL  AMENDMENT   (Board  Resolution)  Resolved,  that 
Section  6,  Subsection  6,  par,  2  of  the  U,E,A,  Constitution  be 
amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "the  secretary  shall  estimate 
the  correct  pool  rate  and  shall  pay  to  all  those  whose  total  fare 
is  greater  than  the  Pool  Rete,  the  difference  between  the 
irool  Rate  and  the  fare  paid"  and  substitute  the  following: 

"Immediately  the  delegates  are  all  registered  the 
Credentials  Committee  shall  then  determine  the  rate," 

Moved  J.A, Johansen,  and  seconded,  that  this  resolution 
be  taken  from  the  table.  Carried, 

Moved  J,A, Johansen  and  seconded,  that  this  resolution 
be  adopted  as  read.  Carried, 

iL44  CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT,  Resolved,  that  section  14,  of  tie 
Constitution  be  amerted  by  adding  after  the  words  "constituency" 
in  the  li  st  line  of  clause  1  and  clause  2  the  words  'Vhose 
membership  dues  have  been  paid  to  U,F,A,  Central  Office  and  to 
the  Constituency  Association, " 

Moved  by  I,V,Macklin,  seconded,   that  this  resolution 
be  adopted  as  read.  Carried, 

145  MEIV3ERSHIP  DUES,  (Board  resolution)  Resolved,  that  Section  10, 
subsection  3of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
figure  $1,00  where  it  appears  in  the  third  line  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof  one  dollar  and  a  quarter. 

Moved  by  I,V,Macklin,  seconded. 

Moved  Mr,  Johansen,  seconded,   that  the  resolution  be 
amended  b^'-  striking  out  the  word  "quarter"  and  substituting 
therefor  the  word  "half,"    Moved  A,Rafn,  seconded  that  resolution  be 
t&bled  untii  such  time  as  The  United  Farmer  is  under  discussion.  Lost 

Amendment  carried.     Motion  as  amended  carried. 
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4.  5LEGTI0K  0?  JUNIOR  DIRECTORS  (Battle  River  Federal  G,A.)  Res- 
olved, that  the  election  of  the  Junior  Director  be  left  to 

the  Junior  members  at  the  Federal  Constituency  Convention,  rather 
than  at  the  Junior  Conference. 

Moved  Mr,  McDuffie  and  seconded,  that  the  resolution 
be  adopted  as  read. 

Moved      Osier,  and  seconded,  that  the  resolution  be 
tabled  until  Wilfred  Hoppins,  Junior  President  is  available 
to  give  his  opinions  on  the  subject.  Carried, 

5.  GHANGIEG  mivlBERSHIP  Ti^^AR  (Wetaakiwin  Provincial  C.A.)  Whereas, 
I^ovember  and  December  coming  at  the  end  of  the  busy  season 
quite  often  give  opportunity  for  organization  work,  and 

V/hereas,  the  membership  year  in  the  U.F.A.  is  the 
calendar  year,  it  is  therefore  difficult  to     et  new  membership 
dues  during  the  last  tv/o  months  in  any  year; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  Constitution 
be  amended  so  that  new  members  paying  dues  during  Kovember  and 
December  in  any  year,  will  continue  to  be  members  in  good  standing 
during  the  following  year;  no  one  having  paid  dues  during  the 
preceding  two  years  to  be  allowed  this  privilege. 

Mcved  by  A.E.Moyer,  and  seconded,  that  the  resolution 
be  adopted. 

Moved  C.C. Wager,   seconded,   that  the  resolution  be 
amended  by  deleting  all  the  words  after  "so"  in  the  first  line, 
third  paragraph  and  that  the  following  be  substituted  therefor:: 
"the  membership  year  of  the  U.F.A.  organization  terminate 
October  Slat,"  Lost. 

Moved  H, J. Flock,   seconded,  that  the  resolution  be 
t&bled.  Lost. 

Amendment  lost. 

Moved  in  amendment  N.W.Svekla,  seconded,   that  the  words 
"during  the  following  year"  be  deleted.  Lost. 

Motion  lost, 

4.  ELECTION  OF  MJNIQR  DIRECTORS.     Taken  from  the  table.  After 
discussion  lost. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  convention  do  now  adjourn. 
Carried  at  11:10, 

THURSDAY  MORNINg 

ORpjjR  OF  BUSINESS.    Recommended  that  Resolution  119  (covering 
165  and  129(covering  139)  and  141,  be  taken  at  this  time.  Agreed. 


119  NATURAL  PRODUC  S  MARKET ING  ACT  (covering  165)  Red  Deer  Jfederal 
G.A.)  Resolved,  that  this  convention  endorse  the  principle  of 
The  Matural  Products  Marketing  Act, 

Mr.  Macklin  suggested  that  Mr,  Alfred  Speakman  be  asked 
to  speak  on  this  resolution.    Agreed,     Mr,  Speakman  after  speaking 
to  the  resolution,  suggested  the  following  be  added  to  the  resol- 
ution'*and  approve  also  the  plans  so  far  drafted  by  the 
Provincial  Committees  in  this  Province  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Act," 

Above  amendment  moved,  seconded  and  carried. 
Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

Chairman  expressed  the  appreciation  of  the  convention  to 
Mr,  Speakman  for  his  information, 

129  MARKBTIMG  OP  LIVESTOCK     (Grande  Prairie  Provincial  G.A.)  (also 
covering  130 ) .     i-Vhereas ,  the  present  system  of  marketing  livestock 
in  Alberta  and  the  other  provinces  of  the  Dominion  is  not 
conducive  to  the  best  ihterests  of  the  producers  of  livestock 
inasmuch  as  there  is  no  competition  betv/een  buyers,  and 

Whereas,  the  larger  portion  of  the  needs  of  the  process- 
ing industry  are  delivered  direct  to  the  plants,  thereby  depress- 
ing prices; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  we  urge  the  immediate 
acquisition  by  the  Dominion  Government,  of  all  livestock  marketing 
facilities  such  as  stockyards,  etc,  and  that  they  be  operated  as 
a  public  utility  in  the  interests  of  all  producers  of  livestock 
and  that  the  said  stockyards  shall  be  the  only  legal  place  where 
livestock  may  be  offered  for  public  sale,  -^Z.- 

Moved  and  seconded  that  this  resolution  be  tabled.  Carried, 

141  MARKETING  OF  LIVESTOCK  (St    Albert  Provincial  C,A,)  V/hereas, 
the  present  system  of  marketing  livestock  in  Alberta  and  the  other 
Provinces  of  the  Dominion  is  not  conducive  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  producers  of  livestock  inasmuch  as  there  is  practically 
no  competition  betw;  en  buyers,  and 

Whereaa,  the  larger  portion  of  the  needs  of  the  process- 
ing industry  are  delivered  direct  to  the  plant  thereby  depress- 
ing prices; 

We  therefore  urge  the  immediate  acquisition  by  the 
Dominion  Government  of  all  livestock  marketing  facilities  such 
as  stockyards,  etc,  and  that  they  be  operated  as  a  public  utility 
in  the  interest  of  all  producers  and  that  the  present  system  of 
selling  through  commission  firms,  which  is  costly  and  cumbersome, 
be  replaced  by  the  system  of  public  auction  and  that  these  stock- 
yards etc,  shall  be  the  only  legal  place  where  livestock  may  be 
offered  for  public  sale. 
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Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  this  resolution  be  tabled. 

Carried, 

116.  FARI^RS  GKBDITORS  ARRAliaEMENT  ACT  (Bow  River  Federal  C  .A , ) 

ij/hereas,  the  Dominion  Government  passed  at  its  1934 
Session  an  Act  entitled  "The  Farmers  Creditors  Arrangements  Act** 
which  had  for  its  purpose  a  reduction  of  farm  debts  to  the 
point  of  ability  of  the  farmer  to  pay,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  the  belief  of  this  convention  that  if  the 
farmer  could  secure  a  loan  to  cover  the  amount  of  his  compromised 
debt,  and 

Whereas,  we  further  believe  that  unless  funds  are  avail- 
able to  the  farmer  to  make  c  ash  settlement  to  the  amount  agreed 
upon,  very  few  compromises  will  be  possible; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this 
convention  the  Federal  Farm  Loan  Act 'should  be  so  amended  at  the 
next  ^session  of  Parliament  so  as  to  make  available  sufficient 
funds  to  provide  loans  for  the  farmers  to  enable  them  to  pay 
off  their  compromised  liabilities  at  a  rate  of  interest  not 
to  exceed  3^  per  annum. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Mr,  Church,  Mr.  Shut tleworth,  to 
out  all  the  words  after  "liabilities"   in  the  second  last 
Carried. 

Motion  as  amended  carried. 

Previous  question  was  moved,   seconded  and  carried. 

Mr.  Robinson  offered  an  amendment  which  was  declared  out 
of  order. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

117  CANADIAN  FARM  LOAIJ  BOARD.  (Bow  River  Federal  C,A,)  Whereas, 
the  farmers  of  Alberta  have  lost  confidence  in  the  administration 
of  the  Canadian  Farm  Loan  Board; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  that  the 
personnel  and  policy  of  such  administration  be  changed  so  as  to 
meet  reasonable  requirements  of  agriculture. 

Moved  by  Mrs.  Kearns  and  seconded. 

Moved  by  Mr,  Robinson  to  delete  "personnel  and".  Seconded 

and  lost. 

Moved  by  Mr,  Cameron,  Wastina,  that  we  hear  from  Mr, 
Geo,  Bennett  or  Mr,  Tovell  before  we  vote  on  this  motion. 


strike 
line , 
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Seconded  and  lost. 

Original  motion  carried, 

118  LOANS  BY  FARM  LOAN  BOARD,   (jasper  Edson  Federal  C,A.).     Be  it 
resolved,   that  the  matter  of  loans  by  the  Farm  Loan  Board  be 
taken  up  with  the  proper  authorities  with  the  object  of  having 
the  amount  of  the  loan  fixed  by  the  applicant  but  not  to  exceed 
50/^  of  the  valuation  stated  by  the  valuator. 

No  mover, 

115  ADJUSTMENT  OF  DEBTS  (Grouard  Provincial  C.A.)  Whereas, 
official  receivers  have  been  appointed  to  receive  and  consider 
propositions  from  farmers  to  cancel  certain  debts  and  rearrange 
payment  of  same; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention, 
debts  should  be  adjusted  on  the  basis  of  the  price  of  v^heat  when 
the  debt    was  contracted. 

Moved  T. Partridge.  Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  substitute  "farm  products"  for 
"wheat".     Seconded  and  carried. 

Motion  to  table  seconded  and  carried, 

115  Fi^RMERS  GRBDITORS  ARRANGEIilSNTS  ACT  (Huxley  to  Grainger  D.A,) 

Whereas,  the  Federal  Debt  Adjustment  Act  does  not  meet 
with  the  approval  of  western  farmers; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  clause  allowing  the 
debtor  to  be  put  through  bankruptcy  if  the  creditors  so  insist, 
bt  struck  out  and  substituted  by  one  giving  the  debtor  the  choice 
of  reverting  to  the  Provincial  Debt  ^at  where  creditors  act  in 
an  unreasonable  way. 

Moved  by  Mrs,  Kearns  and  seconded.  Cariaed, 

Adjournment, 

THURSDAY  AFTERI^TOQN 
Mr,  ^ritchJav  in  the  chair, 

Mr,  Antonson  on  a  point  of  privilege  asked  if  150 
in  the  supplement  could  be  discussed.     Mr,  D, MacLeod  stated 
that  Mr,  Roper,  who  was  on  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the 
University,  would  be  at  the  convention  in  the  evening  and  could 
give  information  on  this  resolutioh.     Agreed  to  leave  same  over 
until  Mr.  Roper  was  present, 

151  APPROVAL  STEVENS  INVESTIGATION  (Macleod  Federal  C.A.)  Resolved, 
that  this  convention  express  its  approval  of  the  action  of  Hon, 
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H, H.Stevens  in  exposing  the  conditions  prevailing  in  many 
large  industrial  and.  distributing  corporations  of  Canada  and 
urge  that  he  continue  his  effort  in  this  direction  to  the  end 
that  public  opinion  may  demand  that  remedial  measures  be  promptly 
instituted. 

Moved  EdT^ards  of  Patricia,     Seconded  and  carried, 

158  STANDARD  QRiVDE  FOR  mNUFAGTTJRED  GOODS   (Acadia  Federal  C,A,) 

Resolved, "that  a  standard  be  established  for  manufactured 
goods,  same  to  be  stamped  by  Grovernraent  inspectors  as  to  the 
grade  and  quality  before  leaving  the  factory. 

Moved  Mr,  Cameron,  Wastina,  and  seconded.  Carried, 

159  AMENDMENT  TO  PENSIONS  AND  WAR  VETERANS  ACT  (Acadia  Federal  G.A,) 

Whereas,  many  of  our  ex-servicemen,  although  discharged 
as  fit,  and  therefore  not  pensionable,  now  find  their  health  break- 
ing down  and  that  premature  ageing  is  noticeable  in  so  many 
cases,  evidently  due  to  their  vvar  experiences; 

We  do  therefore  heartily  endorse  the  action  of  the 
Canadian  Legion  in  seeking  recognition  of  these  cases  in  asking 
that  the  Pension  and  V/ar  Veteran's  Act  be  so  amended  and  ad- 
ministered ag  to  provide  complete  and  adequate  care  for  all  men 
who  served  in  the  theatres  of  war,  as  follows: 

1,  By  making  available  existing  hospital  accommodation 
to  these  men, 

2,  By  having  medicines  dispensed  and  provided  free  to 
those  whose  cases  do  not  require  hospital  treatment. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Col,  Hobinson  to  eliminate  v;ords 
"by  having  medicine  dispensed"  in  Section  2  and  inserting 
"medical  service". 

Motion  to  amend  carried. 

Motion  as  amended  carried, 

177  PRICE  OF  FARM.  FA-CHINSRY  (Prairie  Union  U.F.A,  Local  571) 

Whereas,  the~agricultural  industry  of  Western  Canada  has 
been  greatly  handicapped  by  the  price  of  farm  machinery  and  re- 
pairs for  same? 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  we  ask  the  Dominion 
Government  at  its  forthcoming  session,  to  remove  the  duty  on  all 
oil  or  gas  burning  tractors  being  used  for  farm  purposes. 


Moved  by  Mr,  Frick  and  seconded.  Carried, 
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PRUVOGIAL  PLATFORM.     Moved  and  seconded  that  the  platform  be 
considered  clause  b^'-  clause. 

On  point  of  privilege  Mr.  Irvine  asked  if  he  might  move 
a  resolution  on  Social  Credit  now  as  he  had  to  go  to  Oitav/a, 

Moved  that  we  proceed  to  deal  with  Provincial  Platform 
section  by  section.  Carried, 

Moved  that  the  section  dealing  with  Social  Credit  be  now 
taken  up.    Seconded,  Carried, 

V 

Agreed  that  Mr,  Irvine  be  asked  to  address  the  convention, 

Mr,  Cameron  asked  if  it  would  be  possible  to  hear  the 
preamble  first.    He  was  advised  that  the  Preamble  would  be  con- 
sidered last. 

II  FINANCIAL. 

(1)  To  devise  means  of  refunding  the  capital  debts  of 
the  Province  and  municipal  and  school  organizations  at  lower 
lotes  of  interest, 

(2)  To  further  efforts  to  place  taxation,  Provincial, 
Municipal  om  a  more  equitable  basis, 

(3)  To  use  the  full  influence  and  co-operation  of  the 

Province : 

(a)  To  bring  about  the  complete  nationalization  of  the 
Bank  of  Canada,  with  such  increase  in  its  powers  as  will  insure 
complete  control  over  currency  and  credit, 

(b)  To  see  that  such  steps  are  taken  as  may  be  necessary 
to  bring  our  entire  monetary  system  under  public  ownership 

and  control  and  so  facilitate  the  fullest  possible  use  of 
social  credit, 

(c)  To  secure  an  adequate  national  system  of  short 
term  and  intermediate  credits, 

(4)  Pending  adoption  of  the  foregoing  to  secure  cheaper 
money  to  stimulate  trade  and  to  reduce  interest  rates  on  private 
debts,   including  farm  mortgages. 

Moved  Levi  Bo|je  and  seconded,  Mr,  Irvine  spoke  at  some 
length  on  the  resolution. 

Moved  V/heatley  and  seconded  that  this  resolution  be 
considered  as  a  separate  resolution  and  not  included  in  the  plat- 
form so  that  we  can  get  immediate  action  in  the  matter.  Resolution 
carried  with  two  opposing. 
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Whereas,  there  is  a  growth  of  sentiment  in  the  Province 
favorable  to  the  introduction  and  establishment  of  Social  Credit 
principles,  and 

Whereas,  Major  G, H.Douglas  is  the  originator  of,  and 
foremost  authority  upon  the  system  of  Social  Credit; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  this  convention  request 
the  Provincial  Government  to  engage  Major  i^ouglas  as  consulting 
engineer  in  the  matter  of  financial  reform,  and  that  as  such,  he 
shall  be  required  to  - 

(a)  advise  the  Government  to  what  extent  his  proposals  are 
practical  within  the  provincial  jurisdiction;  what  helpful  initiatory 
steps  might  therein  be  established;  these  proposals  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Government  for  their  consideration  and  not  to  be  regarded 

as  obligatory  of  acceptance  without  full  examination, 

(b)  prepare  plans  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  the  possibility 
of  their  introduction  in  the  Federal  Parliament,  . 

II  FINANCIAL.   ■  

1.  Moved  in  amendment  J,E,Cook  to  strike  out  the  words  "to  devise 
means  of  refunding"  and  to  insert  "to  refund". 

Mr.  Beatt  moved  in  amendment  to  add  the  words  "every 
mortgage  on  ev^ry  farm  and  every  house  in  Alberta",     No  seconder. 

Section  1  carried. 

2.  Moved  J.E.Cook  to  delete  the  first  three  words  of  the  resolution. 
Seconded. 

Mr,  Partridge  asked  hy  what  stages  the  pro:.;ram  had  been 
produced  and  who  had  taken  part  in  the  drafting,     Mr,  Pnestley 
stated  he  did  not  think  this  question  should  be  answered. 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

Hon,  0 .L.McPherson  spoke  for  a  few  minutes  and  urged  the 
delegates  to  approach  all  these  matters  in  a  spirit  of  co- 
operation, 

2,   (a)  carried 

(b)  carried 

(c)  carried 

4,  Carried. 

I  PLANNING.     To  continue  to  safeguard  and  prgressively  develop 
our  industries  and  natural  resources  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  people  of  the  province. 
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Moved  Mr.  Beatt  and  seconded,    Mr.  Young  moved  in 
amendment  that  the  words  "to  continue"  be  struck  out.  Seconded 
J»E .Cook, 

Amendment  lost. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr,  Macklin  that  we  insert  the 
word  "socialize"  in  place  of  "continue  to  safeguard".  Seconded, 

Moved  that  the  section  be  sent  back  for  redrafting. 
Seconded.  Lost. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  add  the  words  "as  publicly  owned 
enterprises"  after  the  word  "resources."  Seconded, 

Moved  in  amendment  to  add  the  words  "as  soon  as 
possible." 

Amendment  to  the  amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried, 

III  INTEREST  AND  DEBT  REDUCTION, 

1#  To  co-operate  in  the  working  out  of  the  Dominion 
Debt  legislation  for  the  reduction  of  agricultural  debt, 
supplemented  by  Provincial  Debt  Adjustment  facilities  to 
accomplish  interest  and  debt  reduction, 

2,  To  bring  about  a  blanket  reduction  of  at  least 
50%  in  all  debts  except  taxes,  contracted  prior  to  1932, 

3,  To  reduce  all  interest  charges  on  debt  at  least  fifty 

per  cent, 

1,  Qliarried, 

2,  Moved  Mr.  Young  and  seconded. 

Moved' in  amendment  Mr.  Lunan  to  insert  the  words  "as 
originally"  before  the  word  "contracted".  Seconded, 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  to  strike  out 
Clauses  2  and  3  entirely.     Seconded  by    Mr.  Wager,    Ruled  out 
of  order. 

Previous  question  was  moved  and  seconded.  Carried, 
Amendment  lost. 

Convention  adjourned  at  this  time  to  elect  directors, 

THURSDAY  BVENINg, 
Five  minute  address  was  given  by  Rev.  Dr,  V/,H.Kelloway, 
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3?RAT3RNAL  DELEGATES.     The  following  fraternal  delegates  were 
heard  during  the  evening  -  E,E .Roper  from  the  Canadian  Labor 
Party,  R.S.Law,  from  the  United  Grain  Growers  and  Chris  Jensen 
from  the  Alberta  V/heat  Pool, 

^"jVtilJ  GOLD'iii/ELL ,  secretary  of  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth 
Federation  addressed  the  Convention  at  8:30  and  at  the  close 
answered  a  number  of  questions,     Mr,  Coldwell  was  given  very 
hearty  applause.     His  address  was  broadcast, 

COLLECTION,  A  collection  towards  the  cost  of  broadcasting  Mr. 
Coldwell' s  address  V7as  taken  and  amounted  to  1130.40,  , 

GREETINGS .  The  Vice-President  read  wires  of  greetings  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Ontario,  United  Farmers  of 
Manitoba  and  a  letter  from  the  United  Farmers  of  Canada. 

EJECTION  OF  DIRECTORS.     Slate  of  officers  read  as  follows: 


Acadia  U,F,A,      J. K, Sutherland ,  Hanna 

U.F,W,A,  Mrs.  Mary  Banner,  Endiang 

Athabasca  U.F.A.      D.MacLachlan ,  Clyde 

U.F,V/,A.  Mrs,  Geo,  Dief f enbaugh,V/estlock 

Battle  River  U,F,A,      Walter  Skinner,  Riverton 

U.F.W.A.  Uts,  Frank  Redmond, Edger ton 

"Bow  River  U.F.A.      Geo.  B. Church,  Balzac 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  W.Fulton,  Indus 

E,  &  W,  Calgary  U.F.A.      A.J.Paul,  Blackie 

¥,F,W.A.     1/Irs,  F,E,?/yman,  Calgary 

Camrose  U.F.A,      J.E.Brown,  Castor 

U,F,V/,A.  Mrs,  J.L,  Zippero*,  Lougheed 

E.  &  W,  Edmonton  U.F.A,      J.M,  Bentl^,  N.  Edmonton 

U.F.¥/,A.  Mrs.  Angus  Baker,  Edmonton 

Jasper  Edson  U.F.A,      H.Critchlow,  Barrhead 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  M.Lowe,  RR#2  St.  Albert 

Lethbridge  U.F.A.      J.A, Johansen,  Woolford 

U.F.W.A.    Mrs,  A.M.  Peters,  Lethbridge 

Macleod  U.F.A,      M.H.V/ard,  -arrowwood 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  R .R.McBr ide , ,Arrowwood 

Medicine  Hat  U.F.A,      J.M.  Wheatley,  Chancellor 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  H.C .McDaniel ,  Whitla 


~  Jl  Ot" 

Peace  River 

U.F.A. 

TT  T?  W  A 

I.V.Macklin,  Grande  trairie 

Red  Deer 

U.F.A. 

R.Pye,  Penhold 

Vegreville 

U.F.A. 

U.  F-V/.A . 

Thos .  Tomashavsky,  >^ndrew 

Mrs.   A  MarNaiJ i^h t.nn  'Rnn^F\\^r^^r 

We taskiwin 

U.F.A. 

U.F/^y.A. 

H.S.Young,  Millet 

Mrs.  Ray  Garter,  Ponoka 

Moved  Mr.  Priestley,  that  these  persons  constitute  the 
Board  of  i^irectors  for  the  year  1935.  Secondedby  Mr,  Wager  and 
carried. 


Moved  G,Roose  that  we  now  adjourn.     Seconded  and 
carried  at  10:30, 

BR I DAY  MORNING 
Mr,  Gritchlow  in  the  chair, 

ILi-.TFORM, 

Section  3,  sub-section  2,    Mr,  Wager  opened  discussion  by 
speaking  against  section  and  moved  that  sub-section  2  be  sent 
back  to  the  committee  for  redrafting.    Seconded  by  J,Hallett, 

Mr,  Alfred  Speakman  gave  some  information  regarding  the 
amendment  stating  that  the  resolution  was  inconsistent. 

After  further  discussion  it  was  moved  by  Mr,  Birtwistle 
th;  t  the  question  be  put.     Seconded  and  carried. 

Motion  to  redraft  lost, 

Mr,  A,Mathe3on,  M,L,A,  and  P,  Enzenauer  M,L,a,,  spoke 
to  the  resolution. 

Previous  question  m.oved  and  seconded,  Garried, 

Sub-section  2  carried,, 

ORDER  OF  BUSIRBSS.    Mr.  Johf^nsen  on  behalf  of  the  Order  of 
Business  Gommittee  asked  that  we  now  take  the  report  of  the 
Gredentials  Gommittee,    Moved  and  seconded,  Garried, 

CREDENTIALS  GOMMITTEE.     Reported  as  follows: 
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No.  of  U.F.A.  delegates      285  representing  229  locals 

U.F^W.A.                       97            "  92  locals 

Junior                           6           "  6  locals 

8  8  federal  G.A. 

11            "  11  Prov.  G.A, 
407 

Thirty-five  elected  officers  of  the  Association  are 
present  in  addition. 

The  credentials  of  the  above  are  all  in  order.  The 
Goramittee  recommended  that  the  Pool  rate  be  set  at  $10,00 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  adopted, 

S, Sears  moved  that  the  pool  rate  be  left  at  $11.00 
Seconded  and  on  the  vote  being  taken  declared  lost. 

Report  \'ja3  accepted. 

III  INTEREST  AND  DEBT  R1^DUGTI0U.     Sub-section  3  seconded  and 
carried. 

Section  III  as  a  whole  carried, 

IV  AGRIGULTURE. 

1,  To  provide  that  security  of  tenure  for  the  farmer 
on  his  farm  and  the  urban  dweller  in  his  home  shall  be 
assured.      This  is  a  foundation  principle  of  our  organization, 

2,  To  devise  means  of  reducing  costs  offarm 
machinery,  gasoline  and  fuel  oils, 

3,  To  extend  the  services  of  agricultural  agents, 

4,  To  investigate  thoroughly  the  possibility  of  some 
form  of  crop  insurance, 

5,  To  urge  the  formation  of  a  i^^ational  V/heat  Board  and, 
as  an  immediate  step,  national  control  of  all  grain  exchanges, 

6,  To  co-operate  with  the  Dominion  G-overnment  in  the 
formation  of  marketing  boards  and  to  give  continued  support  to 
co-operative  enterprises, 

7,  To  protest  vigorouslj''  to  the  Dominion  Government 
against  the  system  of  tariffs,  which  has  been  so  large  a 
factor  in  the  impoverishment  of  agriculture, 

1,  Garried, 

2,  Garried, 

3,  Moved  and  seconded.  Mr,  Priestley  explained  what  was  meant 
by  agricultural  services. 
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Moved  and  seconded  that  the  question  be  put.  Carried, 

3,  Carried 

4,  Moved  and  seconded, 

Moved  in  amendment  that  we  strike  out  the  words  "to 
investigate  thoroughly  the  po£  sibility  of"  and  insert  the  words 
"and  put  into  effect  immediately".     Seconded,  Lost. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  add  the  words  "and  put  the  same 
into  effect  if  found  feasible."     Seconded  by  Mr.  Birtwistle. 

Mr.  Farquharson  M.L.A.  explained  what  the  Government 
is  doing  in  this  matter  at  the  present  time» 

Motion  to  amend  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  following  be  added  as 
Clause  4a  "to  guarantee  the  farmer  sufficient  returns  from 
the  current  year's  crop  to  finance  him  during  the  coming  year, 
same  to  constitute  one  of  the  first  charges  against  the 
proceeds  of  the  crop,"  Seconded, 

The  resolution  was  lost. 

Moved  that  Hon,  J.E.Brownlee  be  asked  to  give  his 
opinion  on  this  matter.     Seconded,     Mr,  Prie.tley  pointed  out 
that  Mr,  Brovmlee  had  the  privilege  of  the  floor  at  any  time  he 
wished  to  speak. 

Resolution  lost, 

4,  Carried 

5,  Carried 

6,  Carried 

7,  Carried 

Section  IV  as  a  whole  carried, 
V  UNEIbgLOYMENT , 

Continued  advocacy  of: 

1,  National  system  of  public  works, 

2,  Assurance  of  adequate  food,  clothing,  fuel  and 
shelter  for  those  not  gainfully  employed, 

3,  An  adequate  scheme  of  national  unemployment  insurance. 
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1,  Carried, 

2,  G&rried, 

3,  Carried, 

Section  V  as  a  whole  adopted, 

VT  OLD  AGE  PENSIONS . 

Reduction  of  the  age  limit  to  sixty  years  as  soon 
as  practicable. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  that  the  last  four  words  be  struck  out.  Seconded, 
Previous  question  moved  and  seconded.  Carried, 
Amendment  carried. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  add  these  worda  "and  in  the 
Gcise  of  returned  men  to  50  years".  Seconded, 

Amendment  carried. 

Motion  as  amended  carried, 

E,A,H-nson  moved  in  amendment  that  we  add  another 
section  as  follows  "to  increase  the  amount  of  the  pension 
substantially  and  to  vigorously  urge  upon  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment that  the  whole  responsibility  devolve  upon  the  Government 
of  Canada, 

Seconded. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  section  6  be  reopened.  Carried. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  striking  out  the  word  "substantial 
and  inserting  the  word  "one-third".     No  seconder. 

Motion  to  amend  carried. 

Motion  as  amended  carried, 

VOTE  OF  APPRECIi^TIQN.     Moved  that  the  Convention  express  its 
appreciation  to  the  U.E.A,  Federal  Members  for  their  assistance 
in  the  carrying  on  of  the  convention. 

Seconded  by  Mr,  Priestley  and  carried  with  applause, 

Adj  ournment , 

BR I DAY  AFTERNOON 
Motion  to  reopen  section  5on  Unemployment  lost. 
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VII  INDUSTRIAL  DE^/ELQPMSNT . 

1.  Full  co-operation  by  the  Department  of  Industry  with 
all  branches  of  trade  and  industry  to  eliminate  evils  of 
excessive  competition  and  insure  fullest  development  of  provincial 
trade • 

2.  Re-organization  of  the  coal  industry  looking  to  better 
development . 

3.  Extension  of  markets  for  industrial  products  of 

^*lberta , 

1.  Carried, 

2.  Moved  and  seconded.     Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr,  Beatt  that 

we  add  "ani  the  farming  industry"  to  the  resolution,    Ko  seconder, 

2.  Carried, 

3,  Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  Skinner  "by  the  issuing  of 

tajt  warrants  or  other  instruments  which  will  not  conflict  with 
terms  of  Section  138  of  the  Bank  Act  which  will  expedite  the 
exchange  of  goods  and  services,"     Seconded  and  lost. 

Original  section  carried. 

Section  VII  carried, 

VIII  EDUCATION, 

1,  That  the  basis  of  our  Educational  System  be  changed 
so  as  to  teach  our  children  to  place  human  and  spiritual  values 
above  property  values,  and  that  the  subjects  of  citizenship  and 
political  science  ^particularly  should  be  so  presented  as  to 
::timulate  the  will  of  our  youth  tov/ard  the  solution  of  our 
present  ills,   rather  than  the  fatalistic  acceptance  of  them, 

2.  That  the  government  take  steps  to  make  available 

the  facilities  of  our  higher  educational  institutions  of  learning 
by  scholarship  or  busary,  or  otherwise,  to  such  young  persons 
of  the  province  as  show  themselves  capable  of  exceptional 
achievement, 

1,  Moved  and  seconded. 

After  considerable  discussion  it  was  movdd  to  insert 
after  the  words  "so  as"  the  words  "to  provide  equal  educational 
opportunity  for  every  child  in  the  Province  of  Alberta,"  Seconded, 

Moved  as  sub-section  that  "The  Government  take  some 
immediate  steps  to  introduce  folk  schools," 
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Mr,  Priestley  spoke  to  the  amendment  pointing  out  the 
difficulties  in  way  of  this  amendment, 

Mr.  Priestley  suggest  that  the  following  be  inserted 
as  Clause  2  and  that  clause  2  he  known  as  clause  3:  "That  as 
repidly  as  possible  further  steps  be  taken  toward  equalization 
of  educational  opportunity  i0  the  province.".   Moved  Mrs,  Dowdell, 

Seconded  and  carried, 

Sectionl  carried. 

2,  Carried, 

3.  Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Beatt  to  insert  the  word  "wages"  before 
the  word  "scholarship".     No  :^econder. 

3.  Carried, 

Moved  to  add  further  sectaon  4  re  folk  schools.  Seconded. 

That  the  3-overnment  take  immediate  steps  to  introduce 
folk  schools. 

Rev,  Rasmussen  of  Y/ayne  addressed  the  convention  on  the 
matter  of  Folk  Schools, 

Mr,  Priestley  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  convention 
be  tendered  Mr,  Rasmussen  for  his  address.     Seconded  and  carried 
with  applause. 

Subsection  4  carried. 

Section  4  carried  as  a  whole. 

Moved  that  the  time  limit  of  five  minutes  be  set  for 
speakers.     Seconded  and  carried. 

Section  VIII  as  a  whole  adopted, 

IX  PUBLIC  HEALTH, 

Expansion  of  the  existing  public  health  service, 
looking  towards  the  ultimate  objective  of  complete  state  medicine. 

Carried, 

X  liiaH^^YS, 

Continuation  at  as  rapid  a  rate  as  possible  of  the  policy 
of  progressive  highway  construction,  with  particular  regard  to 
the  orderly  development  of  local  and  market  roads. 

Carried , 
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XI  i^DMIMISTPu.TION  OF  JUSTICE. 

1,  Complete  revision  of  rules  of  court  and  simp^-ica- 
tion  of  court  procedure  to  reduce  costs  of  litigation, 

2,  Formation  of  arbitration  tribunals  to  which 
disputes  may  be  referred  without  the  usual  court  formality. 

3,  Establishment  of  the  office  of  Public  Trustee. 

4,  Setting  uy  of  a  system  of  Domestic    Relations  Courts 

5,  Extension  of  the  "J^eedy  Litigants  Act,** 

6,  Continued  study  and  application  of  constructive 
methods  in  the  treatment  of  xjrisoners. 

7,  Provision  for  better  supervision  for  juvenile  offend 
ers  and  delinquents. 

1.  Carried 

2.  Carried 

3.  Carried 

4.  Carried 

5.  Carried 

6.  Moved  in  amendment  to  insert  after  the  word 
"treatmenf*  the  words  "and  reformation."    Seconded,  Carried. 

Section  6  carried  as  amended, 

7.  Carried, 

Delegate  wished  to  know  if  the  board  had  taken 
temp,  ranee  into  consideration  and   if  a  plank  on  this  matter 
should  not  be  included -in  the  projram. 

He  was  advised  that  sevel'al  resolutions  on  this 
matter  were  on  the  order  paper, 

8.  Moved  in  amendment  that  the  following  be  added  as 
section  8  "bonding  of  all  persons  handling  trust  funds  in  the 
province."    Seconded  and  carried. 

Section  XI  as  a  whole  was  carried, 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.     On  behalf  of  the  Order  of  Business  Committee 
Mr.  Johansen  recommended  that  two  exservicemen ' s  resolutions 
be  taken    ip  on  account  of  Mr.  Speakman  having  to  leave  for 
Ottawa,     Seconded  and  carried. 

KGSPIT/-:LIZATIOK  FOR  IMPERIAL  VETERANS   (Vets  Section  U.F.A.) 

Whereas,   it  has  come  to  our  notice  that  Canadian 
citizens  and  Imperial  Reserves  resident  in  Canada  prior  to  the 
G-reat  Mar  were  calied  because  of  previous  experience  and  quali- 
fications for  special  service  in  the  Imperial  army,  ^-nd 
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Whereas,  some  of  these  men  would,  otherwise  undoubtedly 
have  volunteered  for  services  with  the  Canadian  forces; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  for  hospitalization  and 
medical  service  these  men  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
exservicemen  of  the  Canadian  forces,  and  vve  request  our  Federal 
Members  to  endeavor  to  secure  the  necessary  amendments  to  the 
regulations  and  that  negotiations  be  entered  into  with  the 
Imperial  authorities  to  secure  these  same  advantages  to  men  of 
the  Canadian  Forces  resident  in  G-reat  Britain, 

Moved,   seconded  and  carried* 

SOLDIER  SBTTLTCRS  REPAYMENT  (Vets  Section  U.F.A.)  Whereas,  the 
expiration  of  the  time  period  of  the  Solder  Settlers  dollar  for 
dollar  policy  of  repayment  expires  on  March  31st,  1937,  and 

V/hereas,  very  few  have  been  able  to  take  advantage  of 
this  legislation  owing  to  the  continued  low  prices  of  farm 
productw; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  Bominion 
Government  to  extend  the  time  limit  for  a  further  period-  of  five 
ye£;rs. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried, 

Col,  Robinson  thanked  the  convention  for  their  action 
in  regard  to  these  resolutions, 

XII  lUBLIG  OWNERSHIP. 

We  endorse  the  principle  of  public  ownership  of  all 
utilities  used  in  common  and  natural  resources  which,  are  in  the 
nature  of  monopolies.     These  should  be  brought  under  public 
ownership  and  control.    "We  also  endorse  the  principle  of  private 
ownership  of  property  in  individual  use. 

Recognizing  the  limited  powers  of  the  Province  with 
respect  to  public  ownership,  we  pledge  ourselves  to  co-operation 
v/ith  the  Dominion  (j-overnm.ent  with  a  view  to  the  most  rapid 
progress  towards  these  ends. 

Moved  and  seconded, 

After  some  discussion  the  previous  question  was  moved, 
seconded  and  carried. 

Mr.  Beatt  moved  in  amendment,  that  we  delete  the 
last  sentence  in  the  first  clause.     Seconded  by  Wm,  Burns, 

Moved,   seconded  and  carried  that  the  previous  question 
be  now  put. 
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The  amendment  was  lost.    Original  motion  carried, 

Mr.  Young  moved  that  the  following  be  added  as  another 
section,  to  be  section  2, "We  stand  for  the  retention  for  the 
peox'le  of  -^Iberta  of  all  unalienated  land  and  land  which  may 
revert  to  the  crown.     Such  land  to  be  settled  on  the  basis  of 
long  term  leases  for  actual  use  only," 

Seconded  by  Mr.  V/ager, 

After  donsiderable  discussion  the  previous  question 
was  moved,   seconded  and  carried.     Resolution  carried. 

Moved  as  further  amendment  to  section  12  "on  any  land 
which  is  reclaimed  that  the  person  using  this  land  and  making 
improvements  be  given  ownership  of  any  improvements  that  he 
makes  upon  this  land,"  Seconded,  Lost, 

Section  12  as  a  whole  carried. 

Mr.  Pye  moved  in  amendment  that  "the  act  be  extended 
for  a  period  of  three  years"  be  added  to  Section  III  section  1. 
Carried . 

Mr.  Gritchlow  took  the  chair. 

PREAMBLE 

Clause  1  adopted 
Clause  2  adopted 
Clause  3  adopted 

Clause  4.  Moved  and  seconded.  Moved  in  amendment 
that  vie  strike  out  the  words  "is  not  a  political  party"  and 
all  the  words  betv/een  "U,F,A,"and  the  word  "is".  Seconded, 

Previous  question  was  moved,   seconded  and  earried. 

Amendment  carried. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  strike  out  words  following 
"groups".  Lost, 

Moved  to  stiike  out  the  word  "industrial"  and  sub- 
stitute word  "economic", 

ii.fter  discussion  moved  to  delete  v/ord  "industrial", 

Los  t , 

Section  4  as  amended  carried. 


Clause  5  moved  and  seconded.     Moved  to  delete  the  words 
"is  not  the  pl^itform  of  a  political  party  but".  Seconded, 
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Previous  question  moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

Amendment  lost. 

Original  seotion  carried. 

The  chairman  announced  that  the  first  dollar  for  the 
broadcasting  fund  had  been  received  from  the  Cereal  Local. 

TITLE.     Moved  that  the  word  "platform"  be  deleted  and  the 

word  "program"  be  substituted  in  the  title.     Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  Mr.  Frick,   that  the  words  "and  economic"  be 
inserted  after  the  word  "industrial".  Seconded. 

Amendment  carried. 

Preamble  as  a  whole  moved  and  seconded.  Carried, 

Moved  and  seconded  that  we  reconsider  the  preamble. 

Carried. 

V/, N.Smith,   suggested  that  the  following  be  substituted 
for  clause  5  "The  following  matters  are  set  forth  as  a 
Declaration  of  Princix^les  of  our  Organization  and  of  measures 
which  we  consider  should  have  immediate  attention  by  the 
iilfcerta  Legislature," 

'•i-'his  was  moved,  £  econded  and  carried. 

Program  as  ra,  whole  carried, 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.     Chairman  of  the  Order  of  Business  Committee 
recommended  that  two  resolutions  from  the  U.F.W,A.  Convention 
be  considered  next. 

Recommendation  adopted* 

WOMEN  RBPRESENT/-.TIVES  IN  PARLIAMENT   (U.F.V/.A.  Convention) 
\i7here&s,  we  feel  that  there  are  not  enough  women 
representatives  in  our  parliament; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  v/e  urge  our  women  to 
see  thit  women  are  nominated  in  both  the  federal  and  provincial 
fields  wherever  possible. 

Moved,   seconded  and  carried. 

COST  OF  EnRM  I<JiiGHINERY.    Whereas,  the  cost  of  farm  machinery 
is  an  important  factor  in  the  cost  of  farm  operations,  and 

ViThereas,  these  costs  are  out  of  relation  with  the 
prices  received  for  farm  products; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the 
Provincial  Government  to  make  representations  concerning  the 
cost  of  farm  machinery  and  repair  parts  before  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Mass  Buying  and  Price  Spreads, 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

Ii:V--STI NATION  INTO  COST  OF  PUEL  AND  LUBRICi^TING  OILS,  ETC. 
(Board  Resolution).    V/hereas,   in  recent  years  there  has  been  a 
great  development  in  power  farming,  and 

V/hereas,  the  cost  of  fuel  and  lubricating  oils  has 
consequently  become  an  increasingly  important  factor  in  farm 
costs ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  we  petition  the 
Provincial  Government  to  make  representations  concerning  this 
matter  before  the  Royal  Commission  on  Mass  Buying  and  Price 
Spreads. 

Moved,   seconded  and  carried, 

150  ACTION  OP  UI^IVSRSITY  BO.  RD  OP  GOVERNORS  (Board  Resolution) 
Whereas ,  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  University  of 
iilberta  have  recently  ruled  that  no  full  time  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  University  shall  take  part  in  Provincial  politics, 
or  be  a  dandidate  for  the  Dominion  House  of  Commons,  and 

V/hereas,  we  believe  this  to  be  an  unwarrantable  and 
reactionary  exercise  of  delegated,  authority,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  this  action  constitutes  a  threat 
to  democratic    government  in  that  it  - 

1.  Deprives  the  body  politic  of  the  services  of  men  and  women 
of  high  intellect,  extraordinary  training  and  ability,  as 
representatives  in  the  legislature  and  parliament, 

2.  Gives  ground  for  similar  action  by  other  public  authorities 
and  corporations  employing  persons  of  this  class. 

3.  Would  in  the  ultimate,   if  universally  adopted  by  such  bodies 
restrict  the  choice  of  the  people  in  their  selection  of 
candidates  for  office  to  either  persons  of  independent  means  or 
such  persons  as  were  willing  to  run  the  risk  of  depriving  them- 
selves of  income; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  this  annual  convention  of 
the  United  Farmers  of  -f^lberta,  urges  upon  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment that  the  following  amendment  be  made  to  the  Act  governing 
the  University  of  Alberta,  viz: 
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"Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  taken  to  empower  the 
Board  of  Governors  to  restrict  any  member  of  the  staff  of  the 
University  in  the  exercising  of  the  rights  of  c i tizenshijj, 
including  the  right  to  participate  in  political  affairs  and  to 
be  a  candidate  in  any  municipal,  provincial  or  federal  election; 
provided  however,  that  such  participation  in  political  affairs 
shall  not  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  efficient  performance 
of  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the  staff." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Frici:  and  seconded. 

Standing  vote  taken  with  one  voting  against. 

UEITED  Farmer.    Report  of  the  United  Farmer  was  read  by  Mr. 
Priestley. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  the  same  be  adopted. 


Moved,   seconded  and  carried  that  we  now  acyourn. 

Carried. 

FRIDAY  BVENINg 
A  five  minute  address  was  given  by  Rev.  Archdeacon 

Swan son, 

THE  UNITED  FARllER.     Discussion  was  resumed  on  the  United  Farmer, 
A  lengthy  discussion  took  place  during  which  Mr.  Priestley 
answered  various  questions. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  question  be  now  put. 

Carried, 

Moved  to  reconsider  the  report.     Seconded  and  carried. 

Suggestions  were  made  as  follows  -  a  Snapjjy  Current 
Events  Column,  Open  Forum,  Exchange  Section,  Inclusion  of 
Labor  News,  etc,  etc, 

Mr,  Frick  moved,   seconded  and  carried,  that  a  coll  ction 
be  taken  to  send  papers  to  unemployed  camps.  Collection 
amounted  to  $25,62, 

Report  was  adopted, 

REPORT  OF  THE  CQ-QPBRATIVE  COMMITTEE,     The  report  was  read  by 
Mr,  Priestley,    Adoption  moved  and  seconded. 

After  discussion  adoption  was  carried. 

147  BESIGNATION  OF  CANDID.  TES  IK  PROVINCIAL  ELECTIONS  (Board 
Resolution)  Whereqs,  the  Alberta  Provincial  Council  of  the 
Co-operative  Commonwealth  Federation  has  unanimously  passed  and 
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forv/arded  to  the  Board  of  the  linited  Farmers  of  Alberta,  the 
follov\ring  resolution  - 

"Whereas,   the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  and  the  Canadian  Labor 
Party  are  affiliated  in  the  Go-operative  Commonwealth  Federation 
and  in  pursuance  of  that  affiliation  are  co-operating  in 
holding  joint  conventions  for  the  nominations  of  candidates  in 
the  federal  field,  and 

"Whereas,   it  becomes  necessary  to  clarify  the  relations 
betv/een  the  two  organizations  in  Provincial  affairs,  and 

fWhereas,   in  the  Province  of  Alberta  the  occupational  grouping 
of  each  constituency  lends  itself  to  the  nomination  of  either 
a  -^abor  or  a  Farmer  candidate; 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Council  recommend  to  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta  and  the  Canadian  Labor  Party  that 
in  the  forthcoming  provincial  election  the  two  groups  contest 
the  election  as  separate  entities.'* 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we,  the  officers  and 
delegates  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  assembled  in 
ri.nnual  Convention  January  1935,  endorse  this  resoliktion  and 
instruct  all  member  units  of  our  association  to  govern 
themselves  accordingly. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Beatt  and  seconded. 

Moved  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Resolutions 
Committee  for  redrafting.     No  seconder. 

Resolution  w&s  carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  we  do  now  adjourn.  Lost, 

154  STATE  MBDICIKE  (Athabasca  Federal  C  .A , )   covering  also  133, 

Rf'solved,  that  we  instruct  our  Members  at  Ottawa,  to 
persistently  urge  the  co-operation  of  the  Federal  G-overnment 
with  the  Provincial  Legislatures  towards  establishing,  some 
sort  of  State  Medical  Service. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried, 

154  JUIaBU  BACK  AND  uEGIiARD  RUN  GRADE  OF  APPLES  (Coop,  Conference) 
Endorsed  by  the  U,F,A,  Board) 

V/hereas,  there  is  a  move  on  the  part  of  fruit  packers' 
and  shippers'  associations  of  British  Columbia  to  prevent  further 
use  of  the  Jumbo  Pack  orchard  run  grade  of  apples,  and 

Whereas,  this  form  of  container  and  orchard  run  grade  of 
c-pples  have  given  entire  satisfaction  to  consumers  in  Alberta, 
the  fruit  of  this  grade  and  pack  being  especially  free  of  bruises 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,   thit  this  conference  go  on 
record  as  being  opposed  to  any  restrictioin  of  this  form  of 
container  being  used,  or  of  discontinuance  of  shipping  orchard 
run  grade  of  any  variety  of  ajjples. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried, 

96,  RE- IK  STATEMENT  OP  ALBERTA  PROVINGIAL  POLICE  (Perabina  -frov.CA,) 
Resolved,   that  on  the  competition  of  the  present  contract 
with  the  Dominion  Government,  whereby  the  province  is  policed  by 
the  R,C.M,P.  the  agreement  be  terminated  and  the  Alberta  Provin- 
cial Police  re-installed. 

Moved  and  seconded.    Several  complaints  were  cited. 

Resolution  carried, 

VOTE  QE  COMFIDEMGE.     Moved  P.S.Beatt,  that  we  express  to  our 
Members  of  the  Provincial  Legislature  our  confidence  in  them. 
Seconded  and  carried, 

VOTE  GE  THAmg,     Moved  by  Mr.  Priestley,  that  we  express  our 
thanks  to  the  City  of  Calgary,   the  Ministers  who  addressed  the 
Converition,  the  various  artists  who  entertained  us,  the 
authorities  of  the  Church,  the  press,  and  all  others  who  have 
so  generously  contributed  to  the  success  of  this  convention. 

Seconded  and  carried  with  applause. 

Moved  by  Mr,  Rafn  that  the  balance  of  the  resolutions 
be  turned  over  to  the  Board  for  attention.  Seconded, 

142  CONSTITUENCY  DIVISION  (Athabasca  Federal  G,A,)  \7hereas, 
only  through  efficient  organization  can  the  U,F,A,  ever  hope  to 
attain  its  objectives,  and 

Whereas,  the  road  conditions  znd  distances  and 
divisions  of  settlement  make  it  impractical  and  economically 
impossible  to  efficiently  organize  the  Federal  Constituency  of 
Athabasca; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  the  said  constituency 
be  divided  into  two  directorates,  the  dividing  line  to  run 
north  and  south  the  length  of  the  constituency. 

Moved  by  Mr.  A^tonson  and  seconded. 

Motion  to  refer  to  the  Board  was  withdrawn.  Motion 

carried, 

MUNDaRE  STRIKE,    At  this  time  it  was  agreed  to  grant  Mr, 
Kardash  some  time  to  explain  the  char  ^es  which  had  been  laid 
a^£<inst  boys  taking  part  in  the  Mundare  strike  and  to  ask 
our  support  ii^  the  appeal  that  was  being  made  to  have  them 
released  from  prison. 
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Moved  hy  Mr.  Kafn  that  the  remaining  resolutions  be 
turned  over  to  the  board  for  actidin.     Seconded  and  carried. 

The  Convention  adjourned  at  11:15  with  the  singing 
of  i-'iuld  Lang  Syne. 

(JOD  SAVE  THE  KING 


